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[57] ABSTRACT

A holster for revolvers and like sidearms is provided
which can be worn at the user’s waist. The holster is
formed of plastic and includes a clamshell member
which permits the pistol to be drawn with an upward,
a forward, or a combination upward and forward mo-
tion. A novel mounting member can be inserted inside
the user’s trousers waistband, and a clip member se-
cures the holster and mounting member to the user’s
garment. v

12 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures
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1
HOLSTER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to holsters and more
particularly concerns easy-to-use holsters for relatively
small revolvers and like sidearms which are to be worn
at the user’s waist.

Law enforcement agencies, military personnel and
others have long made extensive use of relatively small
handguns carried, in a morc or less concealed position,
at the waist of the user. Holsters for such sidearms
which are easy to use and which are inexpensive are
thus in constant demand among persons who find it
neccssary to bear such arms. Numerous attempts have
been made over a long period to provide holsters for
such weapons which positively retain the associated
weapon even while the user is running or undergoing
other activity. However, it is necessary that the holster
construction allow the pistol to be rapidly withdrawn
since instantaneous use of the weapon is occasionally
vital to the user’s life and safety. At present, no such
holster has adequately met these demands at an eco-
nomical cost despite this well-known and long-felt
want.

It is accordingly a general object of the invention to
provide a holster for a sidearm which permits the side-
arm to be unholstered rapidly, yet which retains the
sidearm positively when not in use. A more specific ob-
ject of the invention is to provide a holster which posi-
tively retains the sidearm, even when the wearer is run-
ning or undergoing similar activity, yet which permits
the sidearm to be quickly drawn with a forward motion,
an upward motion, or a combination forward and up-
ward action. A related object is to provide a holster
which prevents withdrawal of the piston by a rearward
motion, as might be attempted by a surprise adversary.

Another object is to provide a holster wherein the re-
silient weapon-gripping or retaining effect of the hol-
ster can be adjusted.

It is another object of the invention to provide a hol-
ster which can be carried upon the holster user’s body
at a pre-designated using position, so that the carried
firearm is positioned for rapid access.

A related object is to provide a holster having a hol-
ster mount which will snugly fit the contours of the
user’s body, thereby permitting the sidearm to be car-
ried snugly upon the user’s person. Another related ob-
ject is to provide a holster which can be secured to and
positively locked upon the clothing of the user without
the use of straps or other cumbersome devices.

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a
holster which is light, strong, durable, and inexpen-
sively manufactured.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will
become apparent upon reading the following detailed
description and upon reference to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view showing the novel
holster and a contained fircarm;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view showing the holster
in further detail;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view of the
holster showing other details of the holster parts;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken substantially in the
plane of line 4—4 in FIG. 2 showing the holster in yet
further detail;
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FIG. 5 is a front elevational view similar to FIG. 2
showing an alternate embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 3
showing in further detail the alternate embodiment of
the invention; and

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken substan-
tially in the plane of line 7—7 in FIG. 6 showing in fur-
ther detail portions of the holster securing parts.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

While the invention will be described in connection
with preferred embodiments, it will be understood that
it is not intended to limit the invention to those embodi-
ments. On the contrary, it is intended to cover all alter-
natives, modifications and equivalents as may be in-
cluded within the spirit and scope of the invention.

Turning more specifically to the drawings, there is
shown the novel light weight and inexpensive holster 10
of the present invention carrying an exemplary pistol
11. It will be understood that other forms of pistols and,
indeed, other objects can be carried in a suitably modi-
ficd holster without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

In accordance with the invention, the pistol 11 may
be rapidly withdrawn from the holster 10. To this end,
a clamshell pocket member 13 is formed of a moldablc
and resilient thermoplastic material such as acryloni-
trile-butadiene styrenc or a phenylene oxide based
resin. For example, one such material which has been
found useful in constructing these novel holsters is a
thermoplastic material marketed under the trade name
“Noryl” by the General Electric Company. During for-
mation of the holster, this material is warmed to its soft-
ening range and then molded to the general contours
of the pistol 11 to be carried in the holster.

The clamshell pocket member 13 is provided with a
resilient inner covering 15 such as leather or other ma-
terial which will prevent the carried pistol 11 from
being marred or scuffed. If desired, the outer surfaces
of the clamshell member 13 and other parts of the hol-
ster hereinafter described can also be covered with
leather, or the surfaces can be provided with a non-
reflective black finish, or surfaced in some other desir-
able known manner.

The resilient clamshell pocket member 13, is, as
shown in FIGS. 2, 4 and 5, formed of a single piece 16
of the resilient material and is provided with a slit 17
along the front side 18 of the holster. The slit ends 19
and 20 of the pocket member 13 are resiliently biased
toward one another to form a slip side opening which
permits quick removal of the pistol 11 from the holster
by a forward motion. Alternatively, the pistol may be
instantly readied for use by drawing it with an upward
motion, or with a combined forward and upward mo-
tion, in accordance with the preference of the user. To
further facilitate this drawing action, the ends 19 and
20 forming the slit 17 are tapered from a relatively
open position near the holster top to a closed position
at the bottom, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 5.

As can be envisioned, withdrawal of the pistol from
the holster causes an outer side 21 of the clamshell
member 13 to be urged away from an inner side 22,
thereby permitting rapid withdrawal and usc of the pis-
tol. However, when the pistol is carried within the hol-
ster, the resilient squeezing effect imparted by the sides
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21 and 22 to the pistol encourage retention of the pistol
in the holster. It is a feature of the invention that the
force of the resilient squeezing effcct can be adjusted
by loosening or tightening an adjusting screw 23 which
engages a nut 24 outer fastencr 24 located in a conve-
nient place adjacent the clamshell inner side 22.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention,
the pistol 11 is further positively retained in the holster
10 even during running or other strenuous activitics.
This additional rctaining effect is imparted by a bow
portion 25 formed at the rear 26 of the holster and
adapted to engage the top 27, side 28, and bottom 29
of the piston trigger guard 30. However, the holster is
generally open at its top, and the pistol trigger guard
and trigger are, if desired, entirely exposed. thcreby
permitting the pistol 11 to be quickly withdrawn and
readied for use by a generally upward, forward, or com-
bined motion as described above.

It is another feature of the invention that this novel
holster 10 permits the pistol 11 to be carried in an eas-
ily accessible but more or less concealed position at the
bearer’s waist. When the pistol is carried in such a posi-
tion, it is important that the hammer mechanism 32 not
become snagged upon the clothing or body of the
wearer as the gun 11 is carried or as it is being drawn
for use. To this end, a resilient flap member 34 is
mounted at the front of the pocket member 13 and po-
sitioned to cover the pistol hammer mechanism 32. In
the illustrated embodiment, the flap member 32 can be
formed of a leather or other pliable material which will
not interfere with rapid removal of the pistol from the
holster.

In further accordance with this aspect of the inven-
tion, the novel holster can be easily secured to the
clothing of the wearer in a desired access position. This
is accomplished by providing the holster with a mount-
ing member 35 which is secured to the pocket member
13, as by rivets 36 or other convenient means, in such
manner that the mounting member 35 is biased toward
the inner side 22 of the pockct member 13. This
mounting member 35 can also be formed of the above
described plastic materials, and conforms in general
shape to the holster user’s anatomy. In further accor-
dance with the invention, the mounting member 35 is
inserted inside the user’s trousers top or other clothing,
and adjacent his body, thereby permitting the pistol to
be carried snugly upon the user’s person with the pistol
butt adjacent the user’s body. A groove 36 is provided
to accomodatec the belt 37 of the user to additionally
retain the holster in the described snug position.

To prevent the holster from working or riding its way
upwards and resultant accidental loss from the user’s
belt 37, a holster clip member 38 is affixed to thc rear
39 of the pocket member 13. At its upper end, the clip
member 38 is provided with a flange portion 40 extend-
ing away from the pocket member 13 and toward the
mounting member 35, and is adapted to engage the hol-
ster user’s belt and the outer surfaces of his clothing.

The holster 11 can be kept from moving laterally
along the user's belt 37, in accordance with another
feature of the invention. As illustrated, the flange 40 of
the clip member 38 can comprise a plurality of prongs
42, 43 spaced apart to accomodate the user’s pants belt
loops therebetwcen. When the holster is worn in the
described position, the pistol is always carried in a posi-
tion of ready access by the user. An alternate structure
for carrying the holster on the user’s clothes is shown
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in FIGS. 5 and 6. Strain upon the rivets 36 and other
parts and wear upon the user’s clothes can be relieved
by including a space member 50 between the mounting
member 35 and the clamshell member 13. Security of
attachment to the user’s clothes can be enhanced by
torming a hole 52, and by including a simplc prong 583
on the flange portion 40 of the clip member 38. The
prong 53 is adapted to fit into the mounting member
hole 52.

The holster thus provided may be worn by the user
by inserting the mounting member 35 inside the top
waist band of the user’s trousers or other garment and
urging the holster downwardly until the holster is firmly
seated. When the holster shown in the first embodi-
ment of the invention is so positioned, the rctaining
prongs 42, 43 are located adjacent the trousers belt as
illustrated and the pants belt loop is positioned between
the prongs 42, 43. When the holster shown in the sec-
ond embodiment is so positioned, the prong 53 and sur-
rounding hole 52 firmly grasp the cloth or othcr mate-
rial of the supporting garment. In either embodiment,
the light weight holster is thus located in a pre-
determined position permitting quick and positive ac-
cess to the contained pistol 11, and the pistol is posi-
tively retained in the holster until its removal is desired.

The invention is claimed as follows:

1. A holster for pistols and the like holstcrable irregu-
lar shaped objects comprising a rigid moldable thermo-
plastic member having a fold and forming a clamshell
pocket of a molded shape to generally conform to a pis-
tol disposable within said pocket, said pocket having a
slip front opening for ready removable of a pistol there-
from, said pocket imparting a resilient squeezing effect
to a pistol cylinder and barrel to inhibit inadvertent re-
moval of a pistol forwardly or downwardly therefrom,
said pocket having a front side panel with a top edge
and an open bow portion in said top edge adjacent the
fold thereof for substantially completely exposing a
side of a trigger of a pistol, said open bow portion per-
mitting grasping of a handle of a pistol and simulta-
neous positioning of a user’s trigger finger on a trigger
during withdrawal of a pistol from said pocket, said
pocket having an unyielding non-adjustable stop means
for engaging a rear portion of a trigger guard of a pistol
thereby inhibiting inadvertent removal thereof in an
upward direction and in an upward and rearward direc-
tion while permitting withdrawal in a forward and up-
ward direction.

2. A holster according to claim 1 wherein said pocket
includes a fully open bottom to inhibit the collection of
moisture and debris therein.

3. A holster according to claim 1 wherein said holster
includes adjusting means for adjusting said resilient
squeczing effcct imparted to a pistol by said pocket,
said adjusting means comprising an adjusting screw
having a head for engaging the outer side of said
pocket, and a screw-engaged fastener located on the
inner side of said pocket.

4. A holster according to claim 1 including a resilient
flap member mounted at the front of pocket and posi-
tioned for covering the pistol hammer mechanism to
prevent snagging the hammer.

5. A holster according to claim 1 including a mount-
ing member formed of a moldable and resilient thermo-
plastic material, said mounting member being biased
toward said pocket and extending substantially over
one side of said pocket said mounting member having
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an irregular profile conforming in general shape to the
irregular profile of the holster user’s body and inner
surface of the holster user’s clothing, and a clip mem-
+ber affixed to said pocket and having a flange portion
extending away from said pocket and toward said
mounting member, said flange portion being adapted to
engage the holster user’s belt and the outer surface of
the holster user’s clothing thereby preventing inadver-
tent loss of said holster.

6. A holster according to claim 1 including a clip
member affixed to said pocket and having a flange por-
tion extending away from the pocket member, said clip
flange portion comprising a plurality of prongs spaced
apart to accommodate the user’s pants belt loop there-
between.

7. A holster for pistols and the like holsterable irregu-
lar shaped objects having a rear trigger guard, the hol-
ster including a unitary clamshell pocket member
molded to generally conform to the shape of the hol-
sterable object, said pocket member being resilient and
slit along the front portion thereof, the slit ends of said
resilient member being biased toward one another to
impart a resilient squeeczing effect to a pistol barrel and
cylinder to inhibit inadvertent removal of a pistol for-
wardly or downwardly therefrom and to maintain a pis-
tol in a predetermined position in said holster, said slit
ends forming a slip side opening smoothly tapered from
a relatively open position near the holster top to a
closed position near the bottom for quick removal of a
pistol, said pocket member having an open bow includ-
ing an unyielding non-adjustable stop means for engag-
ing the rear of said pistol trigger guard to encourage re-
tention of the pistol in said holster thereby inhibiting
inadvertent removal of the pistol in all directions ex-

cept forwardly through said slip side opening and for- :

wardly and upwardly out of the open top of said hol-
ster.

8. A holster for pistols and like holsterable irregular
shaped objects comprising a clamshell pocket member
molded to generally conform to the shape of the hol-
sterable object, said pocket member including a rigid
and forcibly resilient means, said pocket member being
slit along the front portion thereof with the side edges
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of said front portion being biased toward onc anocther
by said resilient means to impart a resilient squeezing
effect on multiple portions of a pistol disposable within
said pocket member thereby inhibiting inadvertent re-
moval thereof, and inhibiting relative movement be-
tween said holster and a pistol, said side edges forming
a slip front opening for ready removal of a pistol there-
from, said pocket member having a front side panel
with a top edge, said pocket member having an open
bow portion in said top edge adjacent the rear portion
of said pocket member for substantially completely ex-
posing a side of a trigger of a pistol and adapted to per-
mit grasping of a handle of a pistol and simultaneous
positioning of a user’s trigger finger on a trigger during
withdrawal of a pistol from said holster, said pocket
member having an unyielding and non-adjustable stop
means for engaging a rear portion of a trigger guard of
a pistol disposable within said pocket member thereby
inhibiting inadvertent removal thereof in an upward di-
rection and in an upward and rearward direction whilc
permitting withdrawal in a forward and upward direc-
tion.

9. A holster according to claim 8 whercin said resil-
ient member is unitary with said pocket member, said
pocket member being formed of a moldable plastic ma-
terial.

10. A holster according to claim 8 wherein said slip
front opening is tapered from a relatively open position
adjacent the top of said pocket member to a closed po-
sition from a point spaced upwardly from the bottom
of said pocket member to substantially said bottom.

11. A holster according to claim 8 wherein said stop
means includes a bow portion forming an upper portion
of the rear portion of said pocket member, said bow
portion being adapted to engage a rear portion and a
bottom portion of a trigger guard of a pistol disposable
within said pocket member.

12. A holster according to claim 8 including a resil-
ient flap member mounted on the front portion of said
pocket member and adapted to cover a hammer mech-
anism of a piston thereby inhibiting inadvertent snag-
ging of the hammer mechanism.
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