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11 Claims. 
This invention relates to latching and locking 

devices especially adapted for use on traveling 
bags, and the like. - - - 

Heretofore, the latching of Suitcases and bags 
of the Gladstone type, and the like, has been 
Somewhat inconvenient in that it has been neces 
sary to hold the bag, closed with One hand and 
manipulate the latch with the other hand. Also, 
it has been customary to provide means for lock 
ing the bag from surreptitious opening inde 
pendently of the latching devices, thus increasing 
the cost of latching and locking hardware for 
bags, . . . 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to 
provide a latching device for bags which is auto 
matic in operation and requires no other ma 
nipulation than the bringing of the frame mem 
bers of the two parts of a bag together. 
A further object is the provision of a latching 

device for bags having associated thereWith key 
operable means for locking the latched parts 
against surreptitious releasing. 
A further object is the provision of a locking 

and latching device for bags concealed in a casing 
which protects the device from dust and injury 
while the bag is being handled. . - 
A further object is the provision of an auto 

matic bag latching device having a SSociated 
therewith key operable locking means, Said device 
being simple in structure and having relatively 
few parts, which enable it to be manufactured at 
a comparatively low cost. 
These and other objects are attained by the 

novel construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter described and shown 
in the accompanying drawing, constituting a ma 
terial part of this disclosure, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a bag embodying 
my invention. 

Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of my 
latching and locking device. . . . . . . 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the device with the 
cover removed showing the parts in an unlatched 
condition. 

Fig. 4 is a similar plan view showing the parts 
When in a latching condition. . r 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of the latching and 
locking device attached to a bag frame member. 

Referring to the drawing, in Fig. 1 is shown a 
bag 10, of the suitcase or Gladstone type, having a 
pair of hingedly connected frame members aS is 
common in such bags, one of the frame members 
13 having mounted thereon my latching device 
generally denoted by the numeral 11, the frame 
member also having attached thereto a handle 12. 

(Cl. 20-2) 
The other frame member 14, see Fig. 4 has at 
tached thereto a catch carrying member 50. 

Referring to Fig. 2, the latching device is shown 
to comprise a rectangular casing 15, having at 
each end a pair of upwardly projecting tangs 16 
Which are adapted to pass through apertures in 
the frame member 13, the tangs being bent over 
to Securely hold the casing to the frame member. 
Adjacent the tangs 16 and Substantially integral 
thereWith are nibs 17, which are slightly inclined 
to engage a cooperating edge 71 of a cover plate 
35 for the casing. - 

Slidably mounted on the bottom of the casing 
15 is a plate 18 having a rectangular slot 19 
and two Spaced upstanding flanges 20 and 21, 
the flange 20 having beveled edges 20' and 21’, 
while the flange 21 has a beveled edge 202. The 
beveled edges 20' and 21' respectively project into 
cut-out sections 22 and 23 in the adjacent side 
Wall of the casing 15, while the bevel edge 202 pro 
jects into a similar cut-out section 22 in the same 
Side Wall. W 

Struck up from the plate 18 is a lug 24 which 
bears against a coiled compression spring 26 at 
tached to a Saddle 25 slidably positioned on the 
plate 18, the Saddle having a projection 29 nor 
mally resting in a notch 72 in a tumbler 27, which 
is cylindrical in shape and has also a diagonally 
disposed similar notch 28. 

- Projecting from the under side of the tumbler 
27 is a cylindrical pin 73 which is rotatably po 
sitioned in an aperture in the bottom plate of 
the casing 15. The tumbler 27 is provided with 
a slot 30 to receive a key which passes through 
a cap 32 mounted on the tumbler, the cap hav 
ing an irregular slot 33 therein so that only a 
key of a predetermined shape may be used. The 
under side of the tumbler has integral therewith 
a lug31 for a purpose hereinafter explained. 
Attached to the cover plate 35 is a casing 34 

having a slot 36 in its upper wall. A lever 37 is 
pivotally mounted on the side walls of the casing 
34 at 39, the portion of the lever below the pivot 
39 having a pair of cusped recesses 40 and 41 
adapted to engage the curved portion of a leaf 
spring 42 attached to the plate 35 at 43. The 
lever 37 also has a downwardly projecting por 
tion 44 adapted to engage the lug 24 to move the 
plate 18 against the action of the Spring 26. A 
cylindrical boss 38 at the end of the lever, see 
Fig. 2 is adapted to rest on the cap 32 to hold. 
the lever in a horizontal position when the cas 
ing 34 is closed: , , & - 
... Positioned above the casing 34 is an escutcheon 
plate, 45 having a slot. 46 to accommodate the 
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1,979,560 
catch receiving slot and to position the other 
beveled edge in the cam receiving slot. 

3. A latching device for traveling bags, Con 
prising a bar having a catch and a cam project 
ing therefrom, a Casing having a Wall provided 
with slots to receive the catch and can, a plate 
slidably mounted in the casing, Said plate having 
a pair of upWardly projecting members arranged 
So that at all times there is one of the members 
obstructing the passage of either the catch or the 
can through their respective slots, resilient means 
acting on the plate to normally maintain One of 
the members to obstruct the passage of the catch 
through the catch receiving slot, and means Sup 
ported by the casing to move the plate to position 
the member to enable free passage of the catch 
through its slot. 

4. À latching device for traveling bags, compris 
ing a bar having a catch and a can projecting 
therefron, a casing having a wall provided with 
Slots to receive the catch and cain, a plate slidably 
mounted in the casing, said plate having a pair 
of upwardly projecting members arranged so that 
at all tires there is one of the members obstruct 
ing the paSSage of either the catch or the cam 
through their respective slots, resilient means 
acting on the plate to normally maintain one of 
the members in a position to obstruct the pas 
sage of the catch through the catch receiving 
slot, means Supported by the casing to move the 
plate to a position. So that the passage of the 
catch through its slot is unobstructed, and key 
controlled means mounted in the casing to pre 
went movement of the plate. 

5. A latching device for traveling bags, com 
prising a bar having a catch and a cam projecting 
therefron, a casing having a Wall provided with 
Slots to receive the catch and cam, a pair of mem 
berS mounted in the casing to slide in unison and 
arranged. So that at all times one of the members 
is positioned to prevent passage of either the 
catch or the cam through their respective slots, 
resilient means to normally maintain one of the 
members in the path of the catch, and means 
Supported by the casing to move said members So 
that the paSSage of the catch is unobstructed. 

6. In a latching and lockiing device for travel 
ing bags, a bar having a catch and a can pro 
jecting therefirom, a caSing having a wall pro 
Vided With slots to receive the catch and can, a 
plate slidably mounted in the casing, Said plate 
having a pair of upWardly projecting members 
arranged so that at all times there is one of the 
members obstructing the passage of either the 
catch or the can through their respective slots, 
a lug projecting from the plate, a Saddle Slidably 
mounted on the plate, a compression Spring abut 
ting the saddle and the lug, Said plate having a 
slot, therein, a tumbler rotatably mounted in the 
bottom of the casing and passing upWard through 
the slot in the plate and abutting the Saddle to 
prevent movement of the saddle in one direction 
so that the preSSure of the Spring On the lug Will 
normally maintain the plate in a position to place 
one of the members in the path of the catch 
through its slot, means Supported by the casing 
to move the plate to a position S0 that the pas 
Sage of the catch through its slot is unobstructed, 
Said tumbler in One position allowing free move 
ment of the plate, a lug on the tumbler to engage 
the plate to prevent movement of the plate when 
the tumbler is rotated to another position, and 
means associated with the tumbler and Saddle 
to frictionally hold the tumbler in either of Said 
positions, 

3 
7. In a locking device for traveling bags, a 

casing, a plate slidably mounted in the Casing 
and having a slot, a lug projecting from the plate, 
a saddle slidably mounted on the plate, a coin 
pression spring abutting the lug and the Saddle, 
a tumbler rotatably mounted in the Casing and 
passing upward through said slot and abutting 
the saddle to prevent movement of the Saddle in 
one direction, so that the preSSure of the Spring 
on the lug will normally maintain the plate in a 
predetermined position, Said tumbler in One posi 
tion allowing free movement of the plate, a lug 
On the tumbler to engage the plate to prevent 
movement of the plate when the tumbler is ro 
tated to another position, and means aSSociated 
with the tumbler and saddle to frictionally hold 
the tumbler in either of Said positions. 

8. In a latching and locking device for traveling 
bags, a bar having a catch and a cam projecting 
therefrom, a casing having a Wall provided With 
slots to receive the catch and Cam, a pair of men 
bers mounted in the casing to slide in unison and 
arranged. So that at all times One of the members 
is positioned to prevent paSSage of either the 
catch or the can through their respective slots, 
resilient means to normally maintain one of the 
members in the path of the catch, means Sup 
ported by the casing to move Said members So 
that the passage of the catch is unobstructed, a 
key controlled tunoler rotatably mounted in the 
casing, Said tumbler in one position allowing free 
noVenent of Said members, means on the turn 
bler to prevent novernent of the members When 
the tumbler is rotated to another position, and 
detent means to frictionally hold the tumbler in 
either of Said positions. 

9. In a latching and locking device for traveling 
bags, a lower casing, latching means mounted in 
the casing, an upper casing mounted on the lower 
Casing, key Operable locking means mounted in 
the lower casing and aSSociated. With the latching 
means, Said locking means projecting upWardly 
into the upper casing, Said upper casing having 
a slot in its upper Wall to enable access to the 
locking means, and a lever pivotally mounted On 
the upper casing and a SSociated with the latching 
means, said lever in one position closing the slot 
in the upper casing to conceal the locking means 
and protect the same from dust and the like. 

10. In a bag, a frame member, a casing at 
tached to the frame member and having a slot 
in its upper Wall, a lever pivotally mounted. On 
the casing and arranged to aSSume a plurality of 
positions, a latching device aSSociated With the 
lever, a locking device aSSociated With the latch 
ing device, and having a key receiving element 
positioned in the casing, Said lever in One posi 
tion completely closing Said slot to conceal the 
key receiving element and to protect the same 
from dust and the like. 

11. In a bag, a frame member, a casing at 
tached to the frame member and having a Slot 
in its upper Wall, a lever pivotally mounted on 
the casing and arranged to aSSume a plurality of 
positions, a key receiving element of a locking de 
vice positioned in the casing, said lever When in 
a horizontal position having its upper Surface 
Substantially fiush. With the upper Surface of the 
upper Wall of the casing and completely closing 
the slot to conceal the key receiving element, and 
a lug on the lever to facilitate moving the lever to 
another position. 

ABRAHAM LEVINE. 
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