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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wizriam F. Grawnor, a
citizen of the United States, residing in
Stanton county, near Leigh, in the county of
Colfax and State of Nebraska, have in-
vented a certain new and useful Gate-Ias-
tener, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

The object of my invention is to provide
a gate fastener of simple, durable and in-
expensive construction, which can readily
and easily be installed in operating posi-
tion. /

More particularly it is my object to pro-
vide a gate fastener adapted to be used in
combination with a wire gate having a bar
at one end for holding the gate in closed
position, the parts being so arranged that
when the fastener device is moved to its
closed position, it will normally be held so.

Still another object is to provide a fas-
tener device for wire gates or the like which
is designed to be secured to a fence post and
provided with a lever device, having a link
thereon. The link being designed to engage
the bar of the wire gate so that the swinging
of the lever will draw the wire gate to taut
position. The fastener device being pro-
vided with a pin or the like whereby the ac-
cidental movement of the lever for releas-
ing the gate will be prevented. '

till another object is to provide in such a
device g link for engaging the upper end of
a bar of a wire fence or the like, which link
may be selectively received in any of a series
of openings in a lever so that expansion or
contraction of the parts may be taken care
of by adjusting the link.

With these and other objects in view, my
invention congists in the construction, ar-
rangement and combination of the various
parts of my device, whereby the objects con-
templated are attained, as hereinafter more
fully set forth, pointed out in my. claim,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im-
proved gate fastener installed in position.

Fig. 2 is a top view of the same.

Fig. 8 is a detail, sectional view taken on
the line 8—3 of Fig. 2, showing how the
fastener device is held locked; and

Fig. 4 is a detail, sectional view of the
lever and link device. v

In the accompanyineg drawings I have
used the reference numeral 10 to indicate gen-
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erally an ordinary fence post, which has
fixed to it the wire 11 in the usual manner.

A wire gate A, which is composed of the
wires 12 which are fixed at one end to a
fence post (not shown) and have their other
end fixed to a movable bar 13.

I have provided g link or fastening mem-
ber 14 which is fixed to the fence post 10
near its lower end by means of the screws 15.
The lower end of the movable bar 13 is de-
signed to be received within the free end
of the link 14 for holding it in position. -

My improved fastening device is fixed to
the upper end of the post 10 and includes
an inverted L shaped bracket member 18,
which has one of its sides resting upon the
upper surface of the fence post 10 and its
other side resting against the side of the
fence post 10, as illustrated in the drawings.

The bracket member 16 may be either bolt-
ed or nailed to the post 103 in the draw-
mgs I have shown the nails 17 extended
through the upper portions of the bracket
for fastening it to the post. Screws 18 are
extended through the lower portion or side
of the bracket 16 and extended into the side
of the post 10.

A bar 19 rests adjacent to a portion of the
braclket 16 and has the bolts 18 extended
through it. The bar 19 may be fixed to the
bracket 16 by means of the rivets 20, shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

The bar 19 extends slightly upwardly from
the bracket 16 and has its upper end turned a
quarter turn, as at 21 so ag to form a bear-
ing member 22.

A lever 23 is pivoted in the bearing mem-
ber 22 by means of a rivet or the like 24.

From the construction of the parts just
described it will be seen that the lever 23
may be swung upon its pivot which is the
vivet 24, The lever 23 is provided with a

series of spaced openings 25, which are de-’

signed to selectively receive a fastening link
device 26. - '

The link device 26 is formed of a single
rod, bent upon itself so as to form the curved
portion 27 which engages the upper end of
the bar 13 of the gate A. ’

One end of the link 26 is bent substantially
at right angles to its main body portion, as
at 28, and has its end screw-threaded at 29.
The opposite end of the link 26 is provided
with a loop 30 which receives the screw-
threaded end 29 of the portion 28.

A nut 31 is received on the screw-thread-
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ed portion 29 for holding the ends of the link
26 together as illustrated in Fig. 4 of the
drawings. The portion 28 of the link 26
may be selectively received in any of the
openings 25 and will permit swinging or
pivotal movement of the link 26 relative to
the lever. : :

The lever 23 may be swung on its pivot
so that the link 26 may engage the upper
edge of the bar 13 so that after it has en-
gaged the bar 13 the swinging of the lever
to the position shown in solid lines in Fig. 1
of the drawings will draw the bar to posi-
tion where the gate will be closed. The dot-
ted lines in Fig. 1 show one of the positions
of the lever and link. '

When the lever 23 and the link 26 are in
the position shown in solid lines in Fig. 1,
which is the closed position, it will be seen
that the link 26 is below tlie center or pivot
point of the lever 23. This will hold the le-
ver and link normally in their closed posi-
tion.

In order, however, to prevent the possible
accidental opening of the gate by the ani-
mals in the field rubbing againt the lever 23,
T have provided an upwardly extending por-
tion 82 on the bracket 16 which is provided
with a noteh 33, the purpose of which will be
hereafter more fully set forth.

The upper end of the portion 32 on each
side of the notch 33 is curved so as to form
the loops 834. When the lever 23 is moved to
its closed position it is received in the notch
33 of the portion 32. A pin 35 having a
head 386 thereon may then be extended
through the loops 84 above the lever 23 for

* thus preventing the raising of the lever

40

when undesired.

The pin 85 may be provided with a cotter
pin 86, or any other suitable device so as to
prevent its accidental removal from the

“Toops 34. The cotter pin, or some other lock-
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ing device for the pin 35, need only be used
when there is danger of having animals on
either side of the fénce rubbing around the
fastener. : _

In the practical operation of my device
the lower end of the bar 13 is placed in
the link 14 and the lever 23 is swung on its
pivot so that the link 26 may engage the
upper edge of the bar 13. \

The swinging of the lever will then cause

‘the upper end of the bar 13 to be drawn to-

ward the post 10, and to locking position.
The link 14 serving as a fulerum for the
drawing of the upper end of the bar 13 to
closed position.

- Tt will be noted that my device may read-
ily and easily be installed in position, and
may be placed upon any type of fence post
without use of any special tools or equip-
ment. o

One of the advantages of my device re-
sides in the making of the parts adjustable
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so as to overcome expansion and contraction
of the gate A, and to overcome any other ir-
regularities which are very likely to occur in

the type of gate for which my device is de- .

signed. :

Another advantage is the arrangement of
the parts so that the link 26 -will be moved
to position where it will be past center where
the lever 23 will normally be held in its
closed position without the use of any lock-
ing device.

Another advantage is the providing of
the locking pin 35 which eliminates any
possibility of accidental opening of the gate;
the notch 83 serving as a guide device for
the lever 23. ’

Some changes may be made in the con-
struction and arrangement of the various
parts of my device without departing from
the real spirit and purpose of my invention,

and it is my intention to cover by my claim

any modified forms of structure or use-of
mechanical equivalents which may be rea-
sonably included within their scope. '

T claim as my invention: B

T a device of the class described adapted
for use in combination with a wire gate of
the like, having a bar at one exid and a fence
post, a link fixed near the lower end of said
post: and adapted to receive the lower end
of the bar of said gate, means for engaging
and drawing the upper end of said bar to-
ward the post and for locking it against
movement, said last means including an in-
verted L shaped bracket having an upwardly
extending bearing member fixed thereto,the
upper end of sald bracket being provided
with a portion formed parallel with oneside
of the bracket, and provided.with a notch, a
loop formed on the upper end of said last
portion, a lever pivotally mounted in said
bearing member,. said lever being provided
with a plurality of openings, a link capable
of being selectively received in any of said
last openings and capable of pivotal move-
ment therein, said link being -formed of a
single rod having an eye formed on one end

and having its other end screw threaded,

said screw threaded end being adapted to
extend through said eye and a nut for said
serew threaded end for completing and se-

- curely holding the link in position, said link

being designed to engage the upper end of

said bar and when said lever is swung ow

its pivot, to move said bar toward said post,
the lever being received in said notch below
said loop, a pin adapted to extend through
said ‘loop for locking said lever when in
one position against movement, the parts be-
ing so arranged that when the lever is in its
locked position the link pivoted thereon svill
pass below center, for normally tending to
hold the lever in its locked position. ‘
. Des Moines, Iowa, December 2, 1920.
WILLIAM F. GLANDT.
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