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3,358,382 
CUSHON HARDRYERWTH ARD VERTER 

Georgia Ella Glintz, 2909 University Ave., 
Des Moines, Iowa 50311 

Filed Sept. 24, 1965, Ser. No. 489,900 
7 Claims. (CI. 34-99) 

ASSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A combined hair dryer in the form of a cushion on 

which a person having their hair dried may place their 
head and which has a plurality of apertures therein com 
municating with the hollow interior of the cushion which 
in turn is communicated with a heated air source so that 
air will pass upwardly through the apertures, through and 
around the hair of the person's head resting on the cush 
ion. A hood encloses the cushion and has a head enclos 
ing portion extending above the cushion. The hood in 
cludes an open end area for receiving the head of the 
person whose hair is being dried and the cushion includes 
a slot-like opening with the depending diverter structure 
associated therewith for diverting a portion of the air 
upwardly into the interior of the cushion for drying the 
hair. The hood is also provided with a plurality of ex 
haust openings therein for enabling air circulation. 

-ms-smom 

The present invention generally relates to a cushion 
type hair dryer and more particularly such a dryer having 
an air diverter incorporated therein with the structure 
disclosed in this application representing certain structural 
improvements over that disclosed in my prior Patent No. 
2,913,833 for Cushion Hair Dryer, issued Nov. 24, 1959. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a 

hair drying cushion having perforations therein allowing 
air to come into contact with the hair of a person having 
their head resting on the cushion combined with a hood 
extending over the portion of the head resting on the 
cushion and means for directing a portion of the air 
into the hood for efficient drying of the hair. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a hair dryer in accordance with the preceding object 
having a novel air diverter or divider associated with 
the air inlet from the hot air source so that a propor 
tional volume of air will be discharged through the ap 
ertures in the cushion and through a slot-like opening 
into the hood which partially encloses the head of the 
person resting on the cushion. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a cushion-type hair dryer having a cover therefor with 
apertures aligned with the apertures in the cushion to 
gether with air diversion means for controlling and direct 
ing the flow of heated air through the hair drying 
cushion. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a cushion-type hair dryer having means thereon for 
detachably supporting a flexible hood encompassing a por 
tion of the head of a person resting on the cushion with 
the hair dryer being relatively simple in construction, 
effective for its particular purposes and relatively inex 
pensive to manufacture. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the cushion-type 

hair dryer of the present invention illustrating the man 
ner of use thereof; 
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2 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the cushion-type 

dryer connected with the source of heated air; 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the cushion with portions 

thereof broken away illustrating the cover and the in 
ternal structure; 
FIGURE 4 is a longitudinal, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 4-4 of 
FIGURE 1 illustrating further structural details of the 
invention; 
FIGURE 5 is a transverse, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 5-5 
of FIGURE 4 illustrating the relationship of the hood to 
the cushion-type dryer; and 
FIGURE 6 is a partial rear elevational view of the 

device illustrating the manner in which the hood receives 
the cushion. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the cushion 
hair dryer is generally designated by the numeral 10 and 
includes a hood 12 connected thereto together with a 
source of heated air 14 as illustrated in FIGURE 2. The 
cushion 10 supports the head 16 of a person 18 using 
the device for drying the hair 20. The person 18 nor 
mally is in a reclining position with their head 16 resting 
on the cushion 10 in the manner illustrated in FIGURE 
1 with this relationship also being illustrated in FIG 
URE 4. 
The cushion hair dryer 10 includes a bottom plate 22 

of imperforate construction, an end wall 24, an end wall 
30, side walls 32 and 34 and a top wall 36 all of which 
are orientated in perpendicular relationship to each other 
to define a hollow chamber 38. A vertical partition wall 
40 is connected to the terminal edge portion of the top 
wall 36 which is spaced from an inturned flange 42 on 
the end wall 30 thus forming a slot 44 communicating 
with the top surface of the cushion at the upper surface 
thereof and communicating with a heated air inlet nip 
ple 46 in the end wall 30 which communicates with the 
compartment 38 so that heated air may enter the com 
partment 38 and some of the heated air will discharge 
through the slot 44. The partition wall 40 terminates 
above the bottom wall 22 as illustrated in FIGURE 4 
thus defining an entrance way or slot 48 for a portion 
of the heated air to enter the area of the compartment 
38 underlying the top 36. A semicylindrical diverter or 
divider 50 is attached to the face of the partition 40 
which faces the heated air inlet nipple 46 so that as the 
air strikes the semi-cylindrical diverter 50, a portion of 
the air will be diverted upwardly through the slot 44 
and a portion of the air will be diverted through the en 
trance way 48 into the compartment 38 for escape 
through a plurality of apertures 52 formed in the top 
wall 36. 
Mounted on the top surface of the top wall 36 is a 

layer of cushioning material 54 such as foam rubber, 
foam plastic or the like having apertures 56 therein cor 
responding with the apertures 52 for passage of air there 
through. A pair of generally J-shaped air guide members 
58 are employed in the compartment 38 and are secured 
to the bottom wall 22 with the top edge thereof spaced 
from the top wall 36. The ends of the straight portions 
of the guides 58 are spaced from the partition 40 and the 
guides 58 are spaced from each other with the ends of the 
curved portions spaced from the side walls 32 and 34 as 
illustrated in FIGURE 3 for dispersing the air generally 
evenly throughout the compartment 38 so that hot air 
will discharge through all of the apertures 52 so that 
heated air completely encloses the head and dries the hair 
20 in a generally well-known manner. 
The hot air source 14 includes a standard 60 having a 

base plate 62 for resting on a supporting surface and a 
combined heater and blower assembly 66 at the upper 
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end of the standard 60. The discharge nozzle of the com 
bined heater and blower is connected with a flexible tube 
68 which is engaged with the intake nipple 46 as illustrated 
in FIG. 4. A suitable electrical conductor 70 is associated 
with a source of electrical energy for supplying electrical 
energy to the combined heater and blower 66. The heater 
and blower 66 is a conventional commercially available 
item as is the flexible tube or hose 68 and is illustrated 
for the purposes of description and it is understood that 
any suitable type of combined heater and blower or other 
source of pressurized heated air may be employed with 
the present invention. 

Disposed in overlying relation to the cushion is a flex 
ible cover 72 which has perforations 74 in the top portion 
thereof which overlies the cushioning material 54 so that 
the apertures 74 are aligned with the apertures 56 and 52 
for passage of air therethrough. The cover 72 snugly em 
braces the peripheral walls 32, 34, 24 and 30 in a manner 
illustrated in FIGURES 4 and 5, to substantially com 
pletely encompass the cushion except for the bottom. 
The top wall of the cover 72 is also provided with a slot 
like opening 76 aligned with the slot-opening 44 for pas 
sage of air therethrough. The cover 72 may be constructed 
of any suitable material such as plastic or the like which 
is moisture impervious and which may be readily changed 
when desired. This enables the cushion-type hair dryer 
to be retained in a clean and sanitary condition and en 
hances the appearance of the device, as well as protect 
ing the cushioning material from becoming soaked with 
Water. 

Supported above the cushion is the flexible hood 12 
which includes an end panel 78 and an arcuate peripheral 
panel 80 of transparent plastic material which is gen 
erally flexible in nature but may be of sufficient thick 
ness to have shape sustaining characteristics. The periph 
eral edge of the end panel 78 is arcuate and joined to one 
end of the peripheral panel 80 along a seam 32. The 
other end of the panel 80 is open to provide an entrance 
opening 84 for receiving the head 16 of the person using 
the dryer. Also, the end panel 78 is provided with a plu 
rality of apertures 86 therein for increasing air circu 
lation. 
The opening 84 is provided with a peripheral hem 88 

having an elastic element inserted therein for snugging the 
opening around the periphery of the face of the person 
having their hair dried. At the upper portion of the hem 
86, there is provided a pad 90 of resilient cushioning ma 
terial which fits across the forehead for the comfort of 
the person having their hair dried so that the hem of the 
hair drying hood will not form a visible line across the 
forehead and also this pad is absorbent to prevent any 
moisture from trickling down the forehead into the eyes 
of the person having their hair dyed. 
The hood 12 completely encompasses the cushion 10 

and includes a depending skirt portion 92 having a botton 
94 thereon which extends under the bottom 22 of the 
cushion as illustrated in FIGURE 4. In order to facilitate 
insertion and removal of the cushion in relation to the 
hood 12, the rear portion of the hood skirt 92 is pro 
vided with an elongated slit 96 extending from edge to 
edge thereof which has a resilient hem to enable the 
cushion to be inserted into the hood and removed there 
from when desired. The slit or opening 96 as illustrated in 
FIGURE 6 has a central recessed area 98 forming an 
opening for the hot air inlet 46 as illustrated in FIGURES 
4 and 6. With the hood completely covering the cushion, 
a more sanitary unit is provided and the outside of the 
cushion may be easily washed or if desired, the cover 72 
for the cushion may be replaced when desired. 
Air circulates throughout the interior of the cushion 

and holes are provided throughout the hood to enable ex 
haust of damp air thus allowing complete circulation of 
air around the head. This will increase the efficiency of 
the drying operation since it enables easier and more effec 
tive circulation of air. 
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4 
With this construction, the heated air passes not only 

through the apertures in the cushion but also upwardly 
through the slot and into the interior of the hood for 
more efficient drying of the hair. The hood retains the air 
in intricate contact with the hair and also enables dis 
charge thereof so that air which has absorbed moisture 
from the hair may be readily discharged from the hood. 
Thus, there is provided a cushion somewhat similar to 
that shown in prior Patent No. 2,913,833 but with the 
hood attached thereto and with the air divider incorpo 
rated therein for more efficiently drying the hair of a 
person employing the device. It is also pointed out that 
in some instances it may be possible to insert the cushion 
10 in the hood i2 through opening 84 thus requiring only 
a circular opening in the rear portion of the skirt 92. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous mod 
ifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the inven 
tion as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A cushion for drying hair of a person disposed in 

a reclining position, said cushion comprising a hollow 
base, padding over said base, a cover over said padding, 
aligned air passages in said base, said padding and said 
cover, means communicating said hollow base with a 
heated air supply, a hood extending over the cushion 
and overlying a person's head having their hair dried, 
said base and cover having a slot-like opening communi 
cating the hollow base with the interior of the hood and 
air diverting means for diverting a portion of heated air 
coming into the hollow base upwardly into the interior 
of the hood while the remainder of the air passes upwardly 
through the aligned air passages for more efficiently dry 
ing the hair. 

2. The structure as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
hood includes a portion enclosing a portion of the head 
in generally spaced relation and including an arcuate 
peripheral wall and end panels, one end panel having an 
enlarged head receiving opening therein, a bottom panel 
interconnecting the lower edges of said end panels and 
arcuate wall and extending under the cushion. 

3. The structure as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
means communicating the hollow base with a heated air 
Supply includes an inlet fitting, said air diverter means 
being disposed in spaced relation to the inlet fitting and 
being generally in the form of a partition having the 
upper edge defining one edge of the slot-like opening and 
having a lower edge spaced from the bottom of the 
hollow base, a generally semi-circular curved member on 
the side of the partition facing the heated air inlet fitting 

5 for diverting a portion of the air upwardly and a portion 
of the air downwardly around the bottom of the partition 
with the upwardly directed air passing through the slot 
like opening into the interior of the hood, said hood in 
cluding an opening therein receiving the inlet fitting and 
a plurality of exhaust openings oriented in the head 
enclosing portion. 

4. A cushion and hood assembly for drying hair com 
prising a hollow base having an apertured upper surface 
adapted to receive the head of the person in reclining 
position, heated air inlet means communicating with the 
holow base, said hollow base including a slot-like open 
ing in the top wall thereof, and a hood disposed above 
the base and having a portion thereof supported from the 
base, one end of the hood being substantially closed and 
the other end being substantially open for enabling inser 
tion of the head of a person having their hair dried with 
in the hood while resting on the cushion whereby heated 
air will be disposed interiorly of the hood and progress 
upwardly through the apertured upper surface of the hol 

75 low base for effectively drying the hair. 
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5. The structure as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
hollow base includes an air diverter in the form of a par 
tition having the upper edge forming an edge of the slot 
like opening remote from the air inlet means, the lower 
edge of the partition being spaced from the bottom of 
the hollow base so that air may pass up through the 
slot-like opening and under the partition into the hollow 
base for discharge through the apertured padded cushion. 

6. The structure as defined in claim 5 wherein said 
partition is provided with a deflector having upwardly 
and downwardly facing surfaces for directing a portion 
of the air upwardly through the slot-like opening and a 
portion of the air downwardly around the bottom edge of 
the partition for subsequent passage through the aper 
tures in the upper surface of the cushion. 

7. A cushion for drying hair comprising a hollow base 
having a generally planar upper surface provided with a 
plurality of apertures disposed substantially throughout 
the planar surface, said planar surface including an elon 
gated slot-like opening adjacent one edge thereof, said 
cushion including a hollow interior having means thereon 
for communicating with a source of heated air, and di 
verter means depending into the hollow interior of the 
cushion and terminating in spaced relation to the bottom 
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of the hollow interior, a curved surface area forming 
part of said diverter means for diverting a portion of 
the heated air up through the slot-like opening and a por 
tion of the heated air down under the diverter means for 
discharge through the apertures, and guide means in the 
hollow interior of the cushion spaced from the planar 
top surface thereof for dispersing heated air for passage 
through all of the apertures in the cushion for impinging 
heated air on substantially the entire surface area of the 
head disposed on the cushion. 
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