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This invention relates to improvements in dis-
pensing containers for paper and like sheet
material which is usually supplied in roll form.

Broadly stated, the invention contemplates a
dispensing container of the type providing an ef-
fective dirt and dust-preof housing for a roll of
paper or like material which is required to be kept
in clean condition prior to withdrawal, that is
moreover so construcied as to permit ready re-
loading of a roll as well as simple withdrawal of
the paper in desired lengths, and whose design
is such that it may be simply and inexpensively
manufactured.

Another important object of the invention is
the provision of a dispensing container incor-
porating simple and effective means for holding
the free end of the paper in position such that
the edge portion thereof resulting from a preced-
ing tearing-off operation may be readily grasped

and withdrawal of paper from the roll according~

ly facilitated.
A further object of the invention is the pro~
vision of a dispensing container for sheet ma-

terial, such as paper usually supplied in roll form,

of the type wherein withdrawal of the paper in
desired length is effected by drawing the free end
of the sheet from the roll in upward direction and
tearing the same against a tearing or cutting edge
provided on the container cover, for example,
which incorporates novel means to hold the free
end of the paper in posifion such that its edge
portion forms an upstanding lip capable of being
readily grasped so as to facilitate withdrawal of
the paper from the container.

A still further object of the invention is the
provision of g dispensing container for a roll of
paper of the type wherein the paper is drawn up-
wardly from the roll and over the top edge of the
container front wall, which is provided with
means operating more or less automatically to
hold the free end portion of the paper against the
inside face of the container front wall in such
manner that the edge portion of the paper which
extends over said top edge forms an upstanding
lip which may be readily grasped to effect with-
drawal of a desired length of paper from the roll.

The above and other objects and features of
advantage of the invention will appear from the
following description, taken with the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Fig. 1is a perspective view of a dispensing con-
tainer according to the invention which illus-
trates the hinged mounting of the cover and the
manner in which a desired length of paper is

severed from the roll as by tearing the .same -
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against g cutting or tear-off edge provided on the
cover front flange;

Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view looking into
an end of the container body, the view illustrating
one form of holding means effective to hold the
free end of the paper so that its edge portion
forms an upstanding lip which may be readily
grasped so as to facilitate paper withdrawal;

Fig. 3 is a section taken along line 3—3 of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a similar section through the container
with the cover in raised position, the view illus-
trating the action of the holding means on the
free end of the paper; and

Fig. b is a similar section illustrating s modi-
fied form of holding means.

Referring to the drawings, a dispensing con-
tainer according to the invention comprises an
open top container body generally designated 10
which is closed at its top by a hinged cover (1.
Preferably, the container body is of integral, one-
piece construection and includes a front wall 12,
end walls 13 and {4, and a bottom of wall 15.
By reference to Figs. 1 and 2, the end walls carry

integral attaching tabs 16, {7 which are prefer-

ably in-turned as shown and are pierced to pro-
vide suitable openings 18 through which an at-
taching screw may be passed, thereby to secure
the confainer against a vertical supporting sur-
face such as a wall functioning as a rear wall
closing the container body.

The hottom wall 15 is formed as a horizontal
continuation of the front wall 12 and extends
rearwardly for the full depth of the container
body. Preferably, the inner end or edge portion
of the bottom wall is inclined upwardly as by
gently curling the same along an arc of large
radius, and its depth dimension is such that the
inner edge of the bottom wall engages against
the front faces of the attaching tabs 16, T some-
what above the bottom edge thereof, whereby the
bottom wall leans against and is thereby effect-
ively supported along its rear edge by said flaps.
Due to this inward support, no positive connec-
tion of the bottom wall to either the end walls
13, 14 or said attaching tabs is provided, and the
fabrication of the container body is accordingly
simplified.

The cover {1 is shown to be hingedly connected
to the rear top corners of the container end walls
13, 14 by means of hinge pintles 19, 20 which are
preferably formed as integral tangs initially ex-
tending outwardly from the cover at its rear
corners. In assembling the cover on the con-
tainer body, the tangs are bent downwardly and
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thence inwardly through pivot holes 21 provided
in the box ends as shown, with the result that the
inbent ends of the tangs are masked from view.
The cover |l is moreover provided with end
flanges 22 which lap the end walls 13, 14 of the
container, and with a front flange 23 which laps
the container front wall and whose lower hori-
zontal edge 24 provides a cutting or tear-off,
against which a desired length of paper drawn
from the roll'maybe torn

It will ‘be understood that ‘the contairer as
herein contemplated will have the proper in-
terior dimensions as to house the roll of paper or
like sheet material to be dispensed -in “desired
lengths. The closed construction of the con-
tainer maintains the paper roll in ‘¢léan ~éondi-
tion prior to use, and the~swing .cover .permits
simple re-loading as well as ready access to the
free end of the paper therein. When ‘it is ‘de-~
sired to sever a length 6f paper from the roll, the
cover: Hliis:manudlliyfraised, 'and the:freeend-of
the paper is grasped and drawn:upwardly :and
sthen :ever ‘the ftop redge ~of : the .container rfront
wall: 12, ‘Uponlowering: of:the cover:to its.closed
position, :the 'desired length :6f :paper ‘may <be
severed by tearing:it' against-the cutting-edge:24
-ofithe cover ‘top :flarige 23, the cover:being nean-
time heldrincclosed:position.

To-insure easy withdrawal ‘of -the ‘paper ‘from
the roll, it is of advantage that the roll be mount-
edrso'that it can turn fréély within!thecontainer
asthe rpaper :is withdrawn. :However, :thisfree
mounting:of - the:rollintréduces: the-disadvantage
that the free end thereof:hasa-tendency, ‘when
the ‘cover is ‘naiséd, :to -eurl-back on the roll or
otherwise fall away from:the top’edge-of the con-
tainer ~front “wall, so-that it :c¢annot ke readily
grasped. To overcome “this disadvantage, "the
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‘invention:providey medns'for Holding the freeend

Of the:paper ‘againstithe!inner:face of the con-
tainer front walliand ddjgcent its top-edge, with
fheiresult that theedge: pertion:thereof, i. e. the
portion immediately adjgcerit the torn edge of the
‘paper, ‘provides -a .Substantially -upstanding Hp

which:may be:readily ‘graspeéd-by ‘the!finigers, §o 45

-asto facilitate paper withdrawal.
sAs.seeniinFigs.:2,:3 drd+4, such holding meais

illustratively: takes the form: of a’swing bail hav-

ing . a "holding bar ‘or rod 'portion :2§ extending

gubstantially the full' width of the cortainer front -5

wall 12 and end legs 21,28 ‘which ‘extend tosthe
‘rear tof “the container: gnd :parallel ‘to ‘the ' con-~
Fainer-end walls €3, 14, ‘The ends of the legs:2T,
-28: are;angularly: offset toprovide trunnions29,30

which are passed through “dligned: ope‘nmgs “pro~ .|

wided fértheir reception :in the end walls, said
‘openings being lotated sdjacent the rear vertical
edges "of tthe end “walls “and ssubstantially: dbove
‘the container:bottom 5. The:lengthrof theilegs
-27,:28 is such that the holding bar 26. tends by its
own weight to'swing towardiandilean -against tite
inner:face-of the container:front-wall:12. :Pref-
erably, such line engagenient:of holding:barWwith
container -front wall 'isalong :a -horizontal :line
that is.spaced a:small.distarice.from’ the'top edge
of :the - front  wall .overwhich:theend :portion ‘of
»the -paper is drawn. :

By reference to Figs. 3 and 4, wherein-tlie- free
end.of - the.paper is shown:to-be threaded.through
the -space -between the holding -bar: 26 -and :the
inner face-of ‘the.container front -wall, it will be
observed ithat-the action:of the-holding:bar-26-is
+0.hold the .free end:of .the paper - against:said
inner-face:in - both the:closed-and.open positions
of the'cover. ‘Whenithe:covertis-taised:to-effect
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paper withdrawal, the edge portion of the paper
strip extending over the top edge of the contain-
er front wall has a tendency to move rearwardly,
i. e. to coil itself on the roll within the container.
However, consequent to the action of the holding
bar in securing the free end portion of the paper,
its edge portion can move rearwardly by only a
limited amount, and in actual practice will as-
sume a posmon somewhere between the dotted
sand’full line ~poszt10ns ‘thereof, shown in Fig. 4.
“When so ‘positioned, the aforesaid edge portion

forms a substantially upright grasping lip which
“c¢an be readily grasped to effect withdrawal of a

rdesired :lerigth of the paper from the roll. Due
to the swing mounting of the holder, it may swing
‘gway from the container front wall as the paper
is.drawn:in.upward. direction from the roll, and
hence imposes no substantial restriction to paper
withdrawal.

Referring to Fig. 5, illustrating a modified
“form of theans "for holdmg the:free énd-of ithe
Paper ‘dgainst sthe titther *face “of “the : coritalder
frofit *wall, ;suéh eomprises *a straight-way ex-

u‘i;eh‘d"irigfbar :32 of:somewhat greater:length than
5 thewidth-of the contdiner and whose:enids pro-

‘jectthrough- openmgs orislots:33: formed inithe
‘erid walls 13, - Sgid:sletsigre downwardly:in-
“¢liried to:the’ front wallsgs: ‘shown, “with ‘the re-
sult:that the rod tends to move by gravity to-its
Towermost ‘position, din which .it: erigages ‘dgainst
A4Hevinnér (face wof tHe ‘container ‘front “wall and
‘somewhist - below : the 1t6p “edge "thereof, - whereby
substantially the same holding action'is‘obtained
‘gswith the bail-type 6f Hiolding:medns. ‘As with
the “prior : deseribed type, -upward ° withdrawiig
‘histion imparted:to:the freeiend of the paperief-
‘feets limited ‘Separsting miovement ‘of *the "hold-
Aing:bar relative’ torpaper,/and hence the holding
Jparimposesrio réstriction ‘to the:free withdrawal
of ‘tHe "paper :in :desired - lengths, "On the other
hand, the holding bar functions similarly toithe
prior:described Bail=type holding means in- secur-
ing tHeifree end of ‘the paper against the:iinner
faee6f the ‘container -front ‘wall and relatively
¢lose to the top édgethéreof over which the paper
dscdrawn, soTtHatvthe ‘edge portion: 6f the :papeér
gy iprovide a’substantially:upright grasping lip
wserving'to facilitate: paper withdrawal.

“Without Turther-analysis, it will ‘be seen that-a
dispensing wcontainer “as “described ‘achieves {the
Hhoveistated and other-objects -of ‘the invention
inpractical-and ‘effective manner. A dispersing
‘container .characterized “gs ‘in ‘the :foregoing  ¢an
be readily and inexpensivély: manufactured; sinee
dtst simple ‘desigh lerids:itself to quantity ;produc-
‘tion. Moreover, «a rdispensing container -incor-
porating means.of the géneral type: described for
‘Tholding:thefree end-of the paper in position such
that its'terminal edge portion forms a graspiny

Jdip «représents ‘an sextremely ‘practical ‘yet simnple

dmprovement incdispensirg: containers of -thetype
herem 'ccxntemp}a,ted

the a,bove construotlohs W1thoﬂt departmg ‘frem

5 the scope of the mventlon if, 1s 1ntended‘that all

shown in: the a,ccompa?n"yi dra,wmgs shall be in-
‘terpreted ias Tillustrative ‘and snvt in @ limiting
‘serise.

I claim:

-1, Ardispensing containér foras roll of paper and
Jike istrip-material, comprismg ‘@ “one=piece ¢
fainer-body havidgra frontwall, end-walls initegral
swith the front wall, satbaching :ﬁab’é?intégral-mth
ithe zend “walls rproviding for atéachrment -of the
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container body to a vertical supporting surface
which serves to close the rear of the container
body, and a bottom wall integral with said front
wall and being inclined upwardly in ifs rear edge
portion so as to bear against the front faces of
the attaching tabs and thereby derive support
from said tabs.

2. A dispensing container for a roll of paper and
like strip material, comprising a one-piece con-
tainer body having a front wall, end walls integral
with the front wall, attaching tabs integral with
the end walls providing for attachment of the
container body to a vertical supporting surface
which serves to close the rear of the container
body, and a botlom wall integral with the front
wall and extending rearwardly to said attaching
tabs, the rear edge of said bottom wall leaning
against the front faces of said tabs but being
devoid of any physical securement with said tabs
and with said end walls.

3. A dispensing container for a roll of paper and
like strip material, comprising a one-piece con-
tainer body having a front wall, end walls integral
with the front wall, attaching tabs integral with

the end walls providing for attachment of the ¢

container body to a vertical supporting surface
which serves to close the rear of the container
body, and a Bottom wall integral with said front
wall and extending to said attaching tabs, said

bottom wall in its rear portion being inclined

upwardly by an amount such that its rear edge
engages against the front faces of the tabs above
their bottom edges.

4. A dispensing container for a roll of paper and
like strip material, comprising an open top con-
tainer body including front and end walls and a
cover hingedly connected to said end walls, the
cover having a depending front flange adapted to
lap the container front wall and whose lower edge
provides a tear-off edge for the paper which is
drawn upwardly from the roll and over the top
edge of the container front wall, and a holding
member extending substantially from end to end
of the container body and mounted so as to move
under its own weight into engagement with the
inner face of the front wall adjacent the top edge
thereof, said member being operative to hold the
free end of the paper in substantially upright
position against said face whereby its edge portion
forms an upstanding grasping lip.

5. A dispensing container for a roll of paper and
like strip material, comprising an open top con-
tainer body including front and end walls and a
cover hingedly connected to said end walls, the
cover having a depending front Hange adapted to
lap the container front wall and whose lower edge
provides a tear-off edge for the paper which is
drawn upwardly from the roll and over the top
edge of the container front wall, and a longitudi-
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nal holding member extending substantially from
end to end of the container and being mounted
for swinging movement about an axis extending
through said end walls adjacent the rsar edges
thereof to a position in which it leans under its
weight against the inner face of said froat wall
and adjacent the top edge thereof, said holding
member being operative to hold the free end of
the paper in substantially upright position against
said face so that its edge portion forms an up-
standing grapsing lip.

6. A dispensing container for a roll of paper and
like strip material, comprising an open top con-
tainer body including front and end walls and a
cover hingedly connected to said end walls, the
cover having a depending front flange adapted
to lap the container front wall and whose lower
edge provides a tear-off edge for the paper which
is drawn upwardly from the roll and over the top
edge of the container front wall, and a longitudi-
nally extending holding member having its ends
extending through slots formed in said end walls
adjacent the top edges thereof, said stops being
inclined downwardly to said front wall, whereby
the holding member is movable by gravity into a

position such that it holds the free end of the

paper against the inner face of the container front
wall and adjacent the top edge thereof.

7. A two-part dispensing container for a roll of
paper and like strip material, one part comprising
an open top container having front and end walls
and a bottom wall, the other part comprising a
cover providing a closure for said open top includ-
ing a hinge for connecting itself to the container
body, the hinge comprising integral tangs on the
cover at its rear corners providing hinge pintles,
said tangs being bent downwardly from the plane
of the cover and outwardly of the end walls of the
container body and thence inwardly so as to
extend through pivot holes provided in the upper
rear corners of said end walls.

CLAUDE H. THOMPSON.
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