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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
BARNET SILVERSTEIN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

COTLAPSIBLE BOX. 

No. 923,903. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 8, 1909. 
Application filed March 23, 1909, Serial No. 485,195. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, BARNET SILVERSTEIN, 

a subject of the Czar of Russia, and resident 
of the city of New York, in the county of 
Kings and State of New York, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Col 
lapsible Boxes, of which the following is a 
specification. ... , 

The present invention relates to collapsi 
ble receptacles, and is specially useful as a 
holder for milk bottles, groceries and the 
like, at places where there is a constant 
danger of unauthorized persons appropriat 
ing the bottles and other articles after they 
have been delivered. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

receptacle of the character specified, which 
may be attached to a door, window or to the 
wall of the building, and which may be 
folded or collapsed when not in use so as to 
Occupy as Small a space as possible. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a simple, durable and inexpensive re 
ceptacle, which can be locked by forcing the 
Swinging cover thereof toward the sides of 
said receptacle, but which can be unlocked 
only from the inside of the house, to the 
outer side of which said receptacle is at 
tached. 
Other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will be apparent from a reading of 
the specification and an examination of the 
drawings, forming part of the present ap 
plication for Letters Patent. 
The invention consists, generally speak 

ing, of a collapsible receptacle, attached to a 
suitable support, such as a door, window or 
wall, and being provided with a latch adapt 
ed to engage a recess in or a keeper on One of 
the sides of the receptacle, which latch may 
be retracted from the inside of the house by 
means of a handle, connected by means of a 
flexible connection, leading through the Sup 
port, to the latch. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudi 
nal section of the device in its extended posi 
tion, Fig. 2 a horizontal section taken on 
line 2, 2 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 an elevation of 
the device in its collapsed position. 

In the drawings, the numeral. 4 indicates 
a portion of a door or other suitable Sup 
port, to the outside of which is attached the 
receptacle 5. More particularly, a base plate 
6, forming one of the sides of the receptacle, 
is attached, preferably, by means of screws 
7, 7 to the support 4, and having outwardly 

side 10 of the receptacle. 

bent flanges 8, 8, whereby a rim is formed on 
said base plate, for a purpose hereinafter to 
be described. The three other sides of the 
receptacle are indicated at 9, 10 and 11, of 
which the side 10 is made of one integral 
piece, while sides 9 and 11 are both made of 
a plurality of sections. In the device illus 
trated in the drawings, the side 9 is made of 
two sections, 12 and 13, each of which is 
provided with extensions 14, 14, forming 
sleeves in which is arranged a hinge pin or 
rod 15. In a similar manner the side 11 con 
sists of two sections 16 and 17, provided with 
sleeves 18, 18, to receive the hinge rod 19. 
The sections 13 and 17 of the sides 9 and 11, 
respectively, are hinged to the base plate 6 
in lines which form the inner edges 6 and 
6’ of the rim of the base plate, while the 
sections 12 and 16 of the sides 9 and 11, re 
spectively, are hinged to the side 10 of the 
receptacle. The cover of the receptacle is de 
noted by the numeral 20, preferably, hinged 
to the outer edge of the top flange of the 
base plate 6 of the receptacle, and is pro 
vided with a downwardly bent edge portion 
21, engaging the side 10 of the receptacle, 
when in its extended position. The bottom 
22 is hinged at 23 to the lower end of the 
side 10 and rests upon the lower portion of 
the rim of the base plate 6 when the recep 
tacle is extended. 
The locking mechanism of the boxin 

cludes a latch 24, slidably arranged in guides 
25, 25, arranged upon the cover 20 of the re 
ceptacle, and being kept thereon by a cover 
plate 26, attached to said cover in any suit 
able manner. A spring 27, one end of which bears against a projection 28 of the latch 24, 
while the other end engages one of the 
guides 25 of the cover 20, serves to retain the 
latch in operative engagement with a recess 
29, or its equivalent, formed in or on the 

The free end of 
the latch is attached to a flexible member 30, 
such as a chain, rope, etc., leading through 
holes 31 and 32, in the cover plate 26 and 
base plate 6, respectively, and through a 
hole 33, formed in the support 4, and has at 
tached thereto a handle 35. 
To the front side 10 of the receptacle is 

pivoted a, preferably, T-shaped member 36, 
provided with a handle 37, whereby the re 
ceptacle may be pulled from its closed posi 
tion into its extended position; the T-shaped 
member serving, as shown in Fig. 3 of the 
drawings, to keep the cover 20 in engage 
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ment with the front side 10 of the recep 
tacle when in its closed position, whereby 
the receptacle is locked in such position. 
The operation of the device is as follows: 

By disengaging the latch 24, in a manner 
hereinafter to be described, with the recess 
29 in the front side 10, the bottom 22 of the 
receptacle may be turned into the plane of 
the front side 10, whereafter the sections 13 
and 17 of the sides 9 and 11, respectively, 
are brought to lie in the plane of the base 
plate 6, which operation will at the same 
time bring the sections 12 and 16 of the sides 
9 and 11, respectively, and also the front 
side 10 in planes parallel to the plane of the 
base plate 6, and in contact with each other'. 
Turning now the cover 20 into the plane of 
the front side 10 and operating by means of 
the handle 37 the T-shaped member 36, so 
that the three legs thereof are brought into 
a vertical plane, it will be easily seen that 
one of the said legs will engage the cover 20 
and keep thereby the receptacle in its closed 
position. To extend the receptacle, ob 
viously, the reverse operation is necessary, 
whereafter the milk bottles, groceries, or the 
like, may be placed into the receptacle, and 
the same locked by forcing the cover 20 
against the sides of the receptacle so as to 
bring the latch 24 in engagement with the 
recess 29 in the side 10. The cover can be 
opened, of course, from the inside of the 
house only, and more particularly by pulling 
by means of the flexible member 30 the latch 
out of engagement with the recess 29 in the 
side 10. 
By the above described construction and 

operation, it will be easily seen that the re 
ceptacle can only be opened from the inside 
of its support, and is particularly useful in 
neighborhoods where hillk in bottles is de 
livered early in the morning, and where it 
Would be easy for unauthorized persons to 
appropriate the same. 

It is, of course, obvious that many minor 
changes may be made in the construction 
and arrangement of the several parts with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a device of the class described, the 

combination with a support, of a collapsible 
receptacle attached thereto, coöperating lock 
ing means on two sides of said receptacle 
for retaining the same in rigid and operative 
position, and means extending through said 
Support and the adjacent side of said recep 
tacle for actuating said locking means. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination. With a support, of a collapsible 
receptacle attached thereto, coöperative lock 
ing means on two sides of said receptacle 
for retaining the same in rigid and oper 
ative position, and flexible means extending 
thi'ough said support and the adjacent side 
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of said receptacle for actuating said locking 
88IS 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a support, of a collapsible 
receptacle attached thereto, a latch carried 
by one of the sides of said receptacle, a 
keeper on another side of said receptacle, 
means for retaining said latch in operative 
engagement with said keeper, whereby said 
collapsible receptacle is retained in rigid 
and operative position, and means extend 
ing through said support and the adjacent 
side of said receptacle for disengaging said 
latch from said keeper. 

4. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a support, of a collapsible 
receptacle attached thereto, a latch carried 
by one of the sides of said receptacle, a 
keeper on another side of said receptacle, 
means for retaining said latch in operative 
engagement with said keeper, whereby said 
collapsible receptacle is retained in rigid 
and operative position, and flexible means 
extending through said support and the ad 
jacent side of Said receptacle for disengag 
ing said latch from Said keeper. 

5. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a support, of a receptacle, 
the sides, cover and bottom whereof are 
adapted to be brought in parallel planes, co 
operating locking means on the cover and 
one of the sides of said receptacle for retain 
ing the same in rigid and operative position, 
and means extending through said support 
and the adjacent side of said receptacle for 
actuating Said locking means. 

(5. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a support, of a receptacle, 
the sides, cover and bottom whereof are 
adapted to be brought in parallel planes, co 
operating locking means on the cover and 
one of the sides of said receptacle for re 
taining the same in rigid and operative posi 
tion, and flexible means, extending through 
said support and the adjacent side of said 
receptacle for actuating said locking means. 

7. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a support, of a receptacle, 
the sides, cover and bottom whereof are 
adapted to be brought in parallel planes, a 
latch slidably mounted upon the cover of 
said receptacle, a keeper on one of the sides 
thereof, means for retaining said latch in 
operative engagement with said keeper, 
whereby said collapsible receptacle is re 
tained in rigid and operative position, and 
means extending through said support and 
the adjacent side of said receptacle for dis 
engaging Said latch from said keeper. 

S. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a support, of a receptacle. 
the sides, cover and bottom whereof are 
adapted to be brought in parallel planes, a 
latch slidably mounted upon the cover of 
said receptacle, a keeper on one of the sides 
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thereof, means for retaining said latch in Signed at New York, in the county of 
operative engagement with said keeper, Kings and State of New York, this 11th day 
whereby said collapsible receptacle is re- of March, A. D. 1909. 
tained in rigid and operative position, and BARNET SILVERSTEIN. 

5 flexible means extending through said sup- Witnesses: 
port and the adjacent side of said receptacle SAMUEL FRANK, 
for disengaging said latch from said keeper. IsAAC SILVERSTEIN. 


