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To-all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepn E. WiLpMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Landover, in the county of Prince George
and State of Maryland, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Accounting Ap-
pliances, of which the following is a specif}')i
cation.

This invention relates to accounting appli-
ances; and -the object thereof is to provide

neans in & manner as hereinafter set forth

for facilitating the keeping of credit and debit
accounts in an accurate manner and in the
least, possible time without requiring other
entries than substantially those that are al-
ready made when making up and filling. or-
ders for goods.

A turther object of the invention is to pro-
vide an accounting appliance with bill-hold-
Ing leaves so set up as to increase the rigidity
thereof, and, furthermore, to enable the re-
moving of each leaf independently when oe-
casion so requires. :

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an accounting appliance with a- plu-
rality of bill-holding leaves so set up and ar-
ranged in a manner as hereinafter set forth
that when moved to an upright position they
will be retained in such position and when
moved to a horizontal position they will be
retained in such latter position without the
application of pressure or of a weight.

Further objects of the invention are to
provide an accounting appliance which shall
be simple in its construction and arrange-
ment, strong, durable, efficient in its use,
readily set up, conveniently handled and
comparatively inexpensive to manufacture
with respect to the forms of accounting ap-
pliances now in general use.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists in the novel con-
struction, combination and arrangemerit ol
parts hereinafter more specifically described

and illustrated in the accompanying draw-

ings wherein is shown the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, but it:is to be under-
stood that changes, variations and modifica-
tions ‘can be resorted to which come within
the scope of the claims hereunto appended.

In describing the inivention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings
wherein like characters denote correspond-

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented March 24, 1808,
1907, Serial No. 385,331,

ing parts throughout the several views and
in which ‘
- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a credit
accounting appliance in accordance with
this invention, showing one of the bill-hold-
ing leaves in its lowermost position and fur-
ther showing the appliance opened; Fig. 2 is
a sectional detail of a pair of bill-holding
leaves; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view
of the appliance when opened ; Fig. 4 is a like
view of the appliance closed; Fig. 5 is a
front view of one of the bill-holding leaves;
Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view of oneof the
bill-holding leaves; Fig. 7 is a detail showing
the pivot rod employed for each of the leaves.
- Referring to, the drawings, an accounting
appliance in accordance with this invention
en:hodies a receptacle formed of a shiftable
and a stationary section.. The former is in-
dicated by the reference character 1 and the
latter by the reference character 2. The
statiopary section 1 comprises front and
rear walls 3, 4, respectively, side walls 5 and
a bottom 6.- The walls of the stationary
section at the top are each provided with a
beading 7 which extends entirely around the
stationary section and projects above the
top edge 8 of the walls of the said stationary
section. The edge 8 at the rear thereof con-
stitutes a seat for the shiftable section when
the latter is moved to an upright position as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
The shiftable section (describing it ‘when

it is in its lowered position) comprises a front -

‘wall 9, rear wall 10, top 11 and side walls 12.
When the shiftable section’2 is moved to an

upright position the rear wall 10 constitutes’

the bottom wall of the section, the top 11,
the rear wall of the section and the front wall
9, the top of said section. Hinged as at 13
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to the front edge of the wall 10 is a lid or -

cover 14 which constitutes the top for the
stationary sectinpn 1 when the shiftable sec-
tion is-in an upright position. The supports

15 for the lid or cover 14 are secured to the.

inner face of the walls 5 of the stationary
section. To enable the convenient raising
of the lid or cover 14 it is provided with a
finger piece 16, which, when the lid or eover
14 is positioned to close the stationary sec-
tion 1, is seated .in the groove 17 formed in
the top edge of the wall 3. The length of

the finger piece 16 is such as to project past
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the wall 3. The shiftable section 2 is con-
nected to the stationary section through the
medium of the strap hinges 18, each of which
is pivoted at its lower end as at 19 to the side
wall 5 and at its upper end is curved rear-
wardly as at 20 and pivotally connected to a
sidewall 12, Bysuch construction a hinge, as
well as a slidable connection is had between
the shiftable section 2 and stationary-sec-
tion 1. g

The wall 10 of the shiftable section is
formed with a recess or pocket 21 which is
adapted to receive a latch 22 when said
section is in an upright position, thereby re-
taining it in position. The latch 22 is car-
ried by the wall 4 of the stationary section
and may be of known construction. When
the shiftable section is in an upright position

it is adapted to abut against the bead 7 of-

the wall 4 which acts as a stop to prevent
the rearward movement of the section 2
whether it be in an upright or lowered posi-
tion.

Secured in the shiftable section and posi-
tioned against the side walls 12 is a pair of
supports 23. These supports are arranged
in'such position with respect to the walls 12
that a clearance is formed to enable the
operation of the pivots for the bill-holding
leaves to be hereinafter referred to. The
supports 23 are secured to the walls 10 and
11 and each of which is formed with an in-
clined top edge, as at 24, the inclination of
said edge being downward and towards the
front of the cabinet. KEach.of the supports
23 is formed with a series of openings 25,
arranged in close proximity to the edge 24
and through the alining openings 25 of these
supports extend the combined pivot and
supporting rods 26 for the bill-holding leaves
27, Each of the rods 26 is substantially
U-shaped in contour, the angular ends 28
thereof being somewhat elongated and dis-
posed between the supports 23 and the walls
12. Tach of the leaves 27 at the sides
thereof is provided with hollow cylindrical
portions 29 constituting sockets for the an-
gular ends 28 of the rods 26, the cylindrical
portions 29 snugly fitting the angular ends
28, but at the same time allowing of the

leaves 27 to he removed from the rods 26 |

when oceasion so requires.

The leaves 27 are forined preferably of
sheet metal and owing to the fact that they
are compelled to be light in weight the mate-
rial is somewhat flexible. The rods 26 are
formed of rigid material, and owing to the
manner in which the angular ends 28 of the
rods extend into the cylindrical portions 29
of the leaves, they impart rigidity to the
leaves, overcoming to a great extent, their
flexibility. Owing to the manner in-which
the supports 23 are constructed and further
owing to the manner in which the openings
925 fr= the rods 26 are disposed in the supports

882,856

23, the rods are arranged at an inclination so

that a like disposition will be had of the
leaves 27. Mounted upon each of the rods
26 is a coiled spring 30. One end 31 of each
of the springs engages around one angular
end 28 of its respective rod, while the other
end of the spring bears on the under surface
of an adjacent rod 26. The weight of the
leaves 27 is such as to overcome the pulling
action of the springs; and in this connection

it will be stated that when the leaves 27 are

moved to a horizontal position they will
remain in such position.” The springs 30,
when the leaves are moved from horizontal
position, tend to restore the leaves to an
upright position. The strength of the
springs is such as not to shift the leaves 27 to
an upright position from horizontal position
unless the leaves 27 have been manually
started from horizontal towards vertical.

 Owing to the disposition of the springs it is

only necessary to provide one at each side

of arod 26. The springs 30 are arranged in

close proximity to one of the supports 23.
Each of the bill-holding leaves 27 is pro-

vided on each of its faces with a series of out-.

wardly-extending division: bars 32 adapted
to support transversely-extending rods 33.
Mounted between the division bars 32 and
secured to the rod 33 are the bill retainers,
each of which consists of a pair of spring
wires 34 having the lower ends coiled around
a rod 33, as at 35. The upper ends of the
wires 34 are connected fogether by an-indi-
cator carrying plate 36, the latter being bent
upon itself at its top and bottom as at 37,
between which is removably secured the
indicator, which may be a card provided with
a number, or the customer’s name, or a letter
of the alphahet. The manner of setting up
the spring wires 34 in connection with the
indicator plate 36 and also the rods 33 forms
a clamp for fixedly retaining the bills against
a leaf 27. >

The cabinet is provided with a lock 38 for
connecting the shiftable section to the sta-
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tionary section when the former is in the'

hosition shown in Fig. 4, 4. e. lowered.  The

inge connection between the two sections
allows of the section 2 sliding upon the sec-
tion 1 when it is desired to move the section
2 to an upright position. It will be assumed
that the sections are in the position shown in
Fig. 4 and it is desired to open the cabinet.

The shiftable section is unlocked from the.

stationary section and is then drawn slightly
forward, the hinge ¢onnection providing for
such movement. The shiftable section is
then elevated and when it is positioned in an
upight manner it is slid to the rear until it
abuts against the bead on the wall 4. In the
meantime the lid or cover 14 ismounted upon
the supports 15 so that the finger piece 16
will engage in the groove 17. Before, how-
ever, the lid or cover 14 is moved to the posi-
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tion just stated the latch 22 engages in the-
pocket 21 and Jocks the shiftable section to
the stationary section. If desired the upper

‘face of the lid or cover 14 can be provided

with an index with-which will associate the
indications carried by the plate 36, but as
this is obvious it is thought unnecessary to

" show such index.

The bill-retaining devices constitute means
for clamping the bills to the bill-holding
leaves, the bill-holding devices being resili-
ent so that the upper portions thereof can

‘be readily pulled away from the leaf which

carries the devices and new bills inserted or
old ones removed when occasion so requires.
In a Fractical use of the appliance Lill-

f the ordinary oblong form are em-
ployed and when filled out are placed under
the retaining devices. As thé retaining de-
vice is,ﬁrovided with an indication (for ex-
ample the name of the customer) it is evident
that the bills can readily be positioned under
the proper retaining devices. - When a bill

“becomes full, the amounts are summed up

and the total carried to a second blank,
which is placed back of the retaining device
so that the customer’s account is instantly
accessible without waiting for the posting of
books and when the account is settled the
bill is receipted and delivered to the customer
or may be destroyed, thus closing the -ac-
count. This means is valuable to the dealer
who sells for cash as a rule, but gives occa-
sional credit to a limited number when extra
book-keeping would be a great inconven-

© ience.

40

45

‘c e,

Each of the bill-holding leaves carries,
preferably, on each face ten or more bill-re-
taining devices so each-leaf provides for ten
or more accounts, although this number can
be increased or diminished as desired, and
owing to such arrangeinent it is evident that
it is not necessary to employ a large number
of bill-holding leaves for the reason that one-
half dozen leaves can carry sixty or more ac-
counts, : ' ‘

Owing to the manner of forming the cabi-
net of two sections, one of which 1s shiftable
and carries the bill-holding leaves, it is evi-
dent that the cabinet can be closed so as to
form a neat and compact receptacle and when
closed can be locked to prevent dccess there-
to by unauthorized parties. Furthermore
the lower or stationary section of the cabi-
net can be used for the storage of bill-heads
or other matter desired. ‘

What I claim is—

1. An accounting appliance comprising a

‘plurality of bill-holding leaves carrying bill-

retaining devices and having a socket at each
side, a pivot rod for each of said leaves, each

,of said rods having angular ends adapted to

65

extend in said sockets for detachably con-
necting the leaves to the rod, said rods con-
stituting supports for the leaves and impart-

8

ing rigidity thereto, and & spring mounted
upon each of the rods and having one end

abutting against an angular end of the rod

and its other end abutting against an adja-
cent rod.

2. In an accounting appliance, the com-
bination with a plurality of independently-
detachable bill-holding leaves, each provided
at each side with a vertically - extending
s.:eket, of a pivoted support for each of said
leaves, said support comprising a U-shaped
rod, having the vertical arms thereof detach-
ably engaging in said sockets.

3. The combination with a plurality of in-
dependently detachable bill-holding leaves
each provided with a pair of sockets, of a
pivotal support for each of said leaves, said
support consisting of a U-shaped rod having
the vertical portions thereof detachably se-
cured in said sockets.

4. The combination with a plurality of in-
dependently detachable bill-holding” leaves
each provided with a pair of sockets, of a
pivotal support for each of said leaves, said
support consisting of a U-shaped rod having
the vertical portions thereof detachably se-
cured in said soc’-ets, combined with means
for supporting said rod at an inclination
thereby maintaining one leaf above the other
when said leaves are in an upright position.

5. An accounting appliance comprising a
cabinet consisting of a stationary section and
a shiftable section, means for hinging and
slidably connecting the shiftable section to
the stationary section, a lid or cover carried
by the shiftable section and adapted to close
the stationary section when the shiftable sec-
tion is moved to an upright position, and a
plurality of bill-holding leaves carried by the
shiftable section.

6. An accounting appliance comprising a.
cabinet consisting of a stationary section and
a shiftable section, means for hinging .and
slidably connecting the shiftable section to
the stationary section, a lid or cover carried
by the shiftable section and adapted to close
the stationary section when the shiftable sec-

tion is moved to an upright position, a plu-

rality of bill-holding leaves carried by the
shiftable section, and means carried by the
stationary section and adapted to engage the
shiftable section for maintaining it in an up-
right position.

7. An accounting appliance comprising a
cabinet consisting of a stationary section and

‘a shiftable section, means for hinging and

slidably connecting the shiftable section to
the stationary section, a lid oricover carried
hy the shiftable section and adapted to close
the stationary section when the shiftable sec-
tion is moved to an upright position, a plu-
rality of U-shaped pivot rods carried by said
shiftable section, and bill-holding leaves de-
tachably connected to the vertical portions
of said rods.
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8. An accounting appliance comprising 2
cabinet consisting of a stationary section and
a shiftable section, means for hinging and

‘slidably connecting the shiftable section to

the stationary section, a lid or cover carried
by the shiftable section and adapted to close
the stationary section when the shiftable sec-
tion is moved to an upright position, a plu-
rality of U-shaped pivot rods carried by said
shiftable section, bill-holding leaves detach-
ably connécted to the vertical portions of
said rods, and a spring mounted near one.end
of each rod, each of said springs having one
end abutfing against an angular end of the
rod and its other end abutting against an ad-
jacent.rod..

9. An accounting appliance comprising a
c¢abinet consisting of a stationary section and
a shiftable section, means for hinging and
slidably connecting the shiftable section to
the stationary section, a lid or cover carried
by the shiftable section and adapted to close
the stationary section when the shiftable sac-
tion is moved to an upright position, a’plu-
rality of U-shaped pivot rods carried by said
shiftable section, bill-holding leaves detach-
ably connected to the vertical portions of said
rods, a spring mounted near one end of each
rod, each of said springs having one end abut-
ting against an angular end of the rod and its
other end abutting against an adjacent rod,
and means carried by the stationary section
and adapted to engage the shiftable section
for maintaining it In an upright position.”

10. An accounting appliance comprising a
cabinet consisting of a stationary section and
a shiftable section, means for hinging and
slidably conrfecting the shiftable section to
the stationary section, a lid or cover carried
by the shiftable section and adapted to close
the stationary section when the shiftable sec-

tion is moved to an upright position, a plu--

rality of U-shaped pivot rods carried by said
shiftable section, bill-holding leaves detach-
ably connected to thevertical portions of said
rods, a spring mounted near one end of each
rod, each of said springs having one end.abut-
ting against an angular end of the rod and its
other end abutting against an adjacent rod,
means carried by the stationary section and
adapted to engage the shiftable section for
maintaining it in an upright position, and
means for locking the sections together when
the shiftable section is in its lowered position.

882,856

11. In an accounting appliance, the com-

bination with a plurality of independently -

detachable bill-holding.Jeaves, of & pivoted
support for each of said leaves, said support
comprising a U-shaped rod, having the ver-
tical portions thereof detachably secured to
the sides of the leaf, combined with means
for supporting the rods at an inclination.

12. An accounting appliance having, in -

combination, a plurality of bill-holding
leaves independently movable into upright
or horizontal pesition, and a cabinet inclos-
ing the leaves and comprising a base section
and a section mounted thereon and movable
to upright position to form a back for the
leaves when they are in upright position, or
to a horizontal position, with the leaves,
when the appliance is not.in use, to form a
cover for the leaves. '

13. An accounting appliance
combination, a cabinet comprising a

‘having, in
base

section and a section mounted thereon aird

movable into either upright or horizontal po-
sition, and a plurality of bill-holding leaves
pivotally mounted in the movable section.

14. An accounting gpplignce having, in
combination, bill-holding devices, and & cabi-
net inclosing said devices and comprising a
base saction and a movable section mounted
on the base section and connected therewith
by means permitting the movable section to
be moved into either upright or horizontal
position and substantially mto alinement, in
each position, with the rear of the base sec-
tion.

15. An accounting appliance having, in

combination, bill-holding devices, and a cabi--
.net inclosing said ‘devices and comprising a

base section having an open top and a mov-
able section having an open front when'in up-
right - position, the movable section being
mounted on the base section:-and connected

therewith by means permitting--it to' be.
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moved into either.upright or horizorital posi- -

tion on the base, and substantially into aline-
ment; in either position, with the rear wall of
the base. ' ,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. S , _
" JOSEPH E. WILDMAN.
Witnessés: '
James L. Norris, Jr.,
Cuas. S: Hyer.
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