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My invention reiates to the art of manu 
facturing shoes and has particular reference to a 
new and novel casual shoe or slipper construction 
and the method of making the Sane. In the art 
of manufacturing shoes, particularly shoes of the 
type known as casual, several methods of coin-- 
Struction have been ein ployed: 

1. Forming an upper upon a last and attached 
directly to an insole member, to which is then 
attached an outsole member usually formed of 
relatively stiff leather forming the outsole or tread 
portion of the shoe, the outsole being secured to 
the insole by suitable stitching at the edges of the 
Sole. 

2. The forming of an outsole of relatively thick. 
padded material which is attached to an upper and 
often referred to as a Chinese type slipper. 

3. Shoes or slippers of the type having an 
upper lasted to an insole, provided with a midsole 
of thick cushioning material with associated heel. 
lift covered about the edges as a single unit, and 
an OutSole is attached to the lower surface of the 
midsole. This type of shoe is usually flat Soled, 
although an arch appearance is obtainaiole by 
notching the heel lift. - 

It is to a new and novel casual shoe adaptation 
of the midsole type construction that theiastart 
invention is directed, particularly embodying a 
spring heel and cushioning pad combination 
covered by an edge strip giving the effect of a 
single unit, and with an ornamental arch effect. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a shoe or slipper of the character identified 
wherein the midsole is adapted to receive a sub 
stantially rigid supporting merber or shank ex 
tended longitudinally from that portion of the 
midsole embracing the breast of the heal forward 
to a point just behind the tread of the sole. 
Another object of the invention is to provisie 

a, casual shoe of the character set forth whereiin . 
relation the heel lift is formed and positioned in 

to the cushioning pad to provide an arch. 
It is still another object of my invertion to pro 

vide a casual shoe of this character haying a, 
member designed to give internal stability to the 
shoe whereby the attractiveness of an arched 
Outsole combined With the features of an iterial 
heel lift is achieved. ... ." 

A still further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a method of constructing a castal sligper 
including an upper, an arched olitSole, and a 
midsole interposed between the upper and outsole 
and embodying a heel lift, wherein said arch is 
adequately supported by inteposing a Substan 

2. 
tially rigid shark member between the midsole 
and the upper. - - 

An additional object is to eir body aiditional 
support in a shoe of the character described by 
extending the heel lift on the outside of the shoe 
and thus enable the shoe to resist any tendency 
of the foot to turn out. 
Gther objects and advantages will be apparent 

from a study of the following Specification read in 
connection with the accompanying drawings. 

in tie dra Willags: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view partly in 

section of a shoe constructed in accordance With 
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my invention. 
Figure 2 is a section taken on the line. 2-2 of 

Figure 1 showing the midsole in plan together 
with the positioning of the shank thereon, in 
accordance with my novel shoe construction. 

Figure 3 is a cross section taken on the line 3-3 
of Figure 2 showing the forward portion of the 
shank. 

Figure 4 is a cross section taken on the line t 
of Figure 2 showing the shank in the center. 

Figure 5 is a side elevation showing the inner 
side of a shoe constructed in accordance with the 
invention. 

Figure 6 is a bottom plan view showing pair 
ticularly the diagonal shaping of the heel lift. 

30 
Referring to the drawings, I have illustrated a 

shoe which includes an upper which may be 
formed in a conventional manner, i.e., lasted, 
and gonstructed of leather, cloth, or Sirilar rnate 
rials and may have a stiffened counter 3 and toe 5 
if desired. Attached to the upper is an insole 
which may be stitched or cemented to the upper. 
A midsole 9 may be constructed entirely sepa 

rate fron the upper, it may comprise a pad 
preferably cut to substartially conform with the 
shape of the sole of the desired finished shoe. 
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Such pads are ordinarily made of a cushioning 
material such as felt, cork, sisal, fiber, rubber, 
or other resilient composition. 
The midsole may be further characterized by 

having associated with the pad a spring heel 
lift, or eievated supporting member 2 attached 
thereto as an integral part thereof. This lift 
may be formed of felt or similar suitable mate 
rials, e.g. cork, fiber, sisal, rubber, wood or plastic. 
As shown in Figure 6, its forward edge should 
be formed at an angle to give a larger area of 
elevated support to the outer edge of the foot. 
Such shaping nakes for an additional margin 
of support most desirable in casual shoes and 
heretofore overlooked. The heel lift is further 
characterized by being beveled or tapered up 

  

  



3 
wardly as at 3 to provide an arch 4 in the mid 
sole and create the spring effect in the heel. 
The midsole may have an edge covering 5 of 

flexible leather, fabric, rubber or other sheet 
material serving the double purpose of finishing 
and decorating the raw edges of the cushioning 
material and serving to aid in retaining the shape 
of the midsole and in securing it to the other 
associated parts of the shoe. The covering mate 
rial selected should be wide enough to be inturned 
and secured to the upper and lower Surfaces of 
the cushioning pad or midsole, as shown in Figure 
2, and the lower surface of the heel lift 2, 
wherein the edges 6 of the material are illus 
trated as being turned inwardly and cemented, 
or otherwise secured, to the surface of the cush 
ioning pad. - 

It is to the arched midsole unit so formed and 
comprising the pad and beveled heel lift that my 
outsole 2 is attached. The outsole may be 
leather, rubber, or other durable wearing material. 
To insure stability of the arched portion of the 

outsole of the shoe created in accordance With my 
invention and the attendant decorative and struc 
tural advantages in the shoe a stiff shank element 
22 is positioned between the upper and midsole. 
Such element 22 is preferably arched and posi 
tioned to extend from about the center of the heel 
to a point just back of the tread of the Sole, 
thereby resulting in reduction of weight and pres 
sure on the arched portion of the midsole and 
outsole. The positioning of the shank relative to 
the midsole is shown in Figure 2. This shank 
may be made of wood, metal, plastics, hard rubber 
and/or other Stiff and Otherwise Suitable material. 

It is preferable to form the shank 22 with a 
relatively thick center section 23 convex at the 
bottom and flat at the top, merging this section 
in thinner fiat ends 2á. The shank will ordinarily 
be cemented down to the pad of the midsole, and 
as the pad is yielding the convex surface can 
settle into the pad without cutting it at the region 
where the shank sustains the greatest stress. As 
shown, this shank is merely interposed between 
the insole and the midsole 9, and bridges the 
arch 3. 

It Will be apparent that cementing, sewing, 
Stapling or equivalent methods may be employed 
for attaching the outsole to the midsole. The heel 
lift may be attached by such various means to 
the midsole pad either above or below it, or formed 
as an integral part thereof. The covering for the 
unit can prising the heel lift and pad may be 
cemented and/or sewn to said unit. The posi 
tioning of the arched member on said unit may 
be rendered secure and the upper and insole 
attached to said midsole by any similar means. 

It will thus be observed that I have provided 
a casual shoe or slipper construction having the 
confort and advantages embodied in a midsole 
with a built in heel lift and yet so constructed 
as to receive and Support an arched outsoe. The 
construction of the shoe is further characterized 
by the presence of a rigid internal arched sup 
porting element cooperating to give stability to 
the structural and decorative advantages of the 
arched outsole. 
The diagonal tapered forward edge 3 of the 

heel lift provides the arch form extending diago 
nally across the shoe as shown at 25 in Figure 6. 
The outsole covers the entire lower surface of the 
shoe. 
An arch is desirable, but in this type of con 

struction would break down without a support. 
The heel is too low to notch it for the appearance 
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4. 
of an arch, an expedient which is undesirable 
because it weakens the forward section of the heel 
wedge, and moreover, requires too long a Wedge, 
at least in a man's shoe, which the present Con 
struction contemplates. 
In the present construction, I have achieved a 

low heel of substantially normal surface area on 
the inside and an extension on the Outside, a low 
arch to break the flatness of the midsole type 
shoe, and a simple but effective Shank for Sustain 
ing the stresses on the arch. 
Although I have herein shown and described my 

invention in what I have conceived to be the most 
practical and preferred embodiment, it is recog 
nized that departures may be made therefrom 
within the scope of my invention, which is not to 
be limited to the details disclosed herein but is 
to be accorded the full scope of the claims So as 
to embrace any and all equivalent structures. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. In a casual shoe construction, an upper, the 
lower edges of which are turned inwardly and se 
cured to the outer Surface of an insole, a midsole 
comprising a sole portion of relatively thick 
cushioning material and a heel lift With a lower 
face tapered to form an arched surface, said 
heel lift being formed to provide a longitudinally 
Onger area. Of Support for the Outer portion of 
the heel than the inner, Said midsole being shaped 
to extend completely over the lower surface of 
said in Sole, a stiff supporting element positioned 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

hetween the insole and midsole unit to distribute 
pressure on the shoe between the tread and heel 
and thereby relieve stress on the arched portion, 
2, covering of relatively thin material turned in 
about and covering the edges of the midsole, 
means Securing the upper surface of said midsole 
and said thin covering to the insole, an outsole 
coextensive With the area of the midsole, said out 
Sole being attached to said midsole unit, and con 
forning to the arch therein. 

2. In a casual shoe construction, an upper, the 
lower edges of which are turned inwardly and se 
cured to the outer Surface of an insole, a midsole 
comprising a sole portion of relatively thick 
Cushioning material and a heel lift with a lower 
face tapered and cut to form an arch with the 
Sole portion, said midsole being shaped to ex 
tend completely over the lower surface of said 
insole, a stiff shank positioned between the in 
Sole and midsole extending from the center of 
the heel area to a point just back of the tread 
of the Sole to distribute pressure on the shoe be 
tween the tread and heel and thereby relieve 
stress on the arch, said supporting member fur 
ther characterized by being flattened on top, 
vertically thickened at its center, tapered at the 
points of contact with the tread and heel of the 
shoe and having its thickened portion convex in 
croSS Section on the lower surface to normally 
ride upon the Sole portion and to nest into the 
material of the midsole when under pressure a 
Covering of relatively thin material about the 
edges of the midsole, means securing the up. 
per Surface of Said midsole to the insole and said 
covering, and an outsole coextensive with the 
area of the midsole, said outsole being attached 
to said midsole and conforming to said arch. 

3. In a shoe construction of the character de 
Scribed comprising an insole and a midsole in 
the arch area of the shoe, a shank approximately 
One-third of the width of the narrowest portion 

5 of the insole and substantially rectangular in hori 
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zontal section yieldably disposed between the in 
sole and the midsole longitudinally along the 
arch, said shank having a convex undersurface 
normally riding upon the upper surface of the 
midsole yieldably nesting therein in use, and a 
substantially flattened upper surface adjacent 
the insole, said shank having relatively thin sub 
stantially flattened vertically tapered end por 
tions merging into the main central body of the 
arch positioned to extend lengthwise of the shoe 
from the center of the heel to a point just rear 
ward of the tread sole. 

4. In a shoe construction of the character de 
scribed comprising an insole and a midsole in 
the arch area of the shoe, a shank approximately 
one-third of the width of the narrowest portion 
of the insole and substantially rectangular in 
horizontal section yieldably disposed between the 
insole and the midsole, a heel lift providing a 
longitudinally longer area of Support for the 
outer portion of the heel than the inner portion, 
said shank extending longitudinally along the 
shoe and diagonally relative to the arch, said 
Shank having a Convex underSurface normally 
riding upon the upper surface of the midsole 
yieldably nesting therein in use, and a substan 
tially flattened upper surface adjacent the insole, 
said shank having relatively thin substantially 
flattened vertically tapered end portions merg 
ing into the main central body of the arch posi 
tioned to extend lengthwise of the shoe from the 
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6 
center of the heel to a point just rearward of the 
tread of the Sole. - 

MELVILLE KAUFMANN. 
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