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TED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HANS HYER, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND,

AMUSEMENT DEVICE.

1,054,736,

To all whom it may concern’

‘Be it known that I, Hans Hyer, a citi-
sen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, State of Maryland, have invernted cer-
tain mew and wuseful Improvements in
Amusement Devices, of which the following
is a specification.- o

My invention -relates to amusement de-
vices such as are used at amusement parks,
and particularly to that form thereof where
a ear adapted to eontain passengers is pro-
pelled along an elevated or supported track.

The object of my invention is to provide
an improved amusement device of the class
mentioned wherein a car is suspended from
an elevated rail or track and propelled
thereon and at the same time given a rotary
motion. :

Other objects will appear hereinafter.’

My invention consists generally in a sup-
ported rail or track, a hanger adapted to
travel thereon, a car rotatably mounted upon
said hanger and means for imparting ro-
tary motion to the car.

" My invention further consists in a. de-
vice as mentioned with improved means for
rotatably connecting the hanger and the
car. -

My invention further consists in various
details of construction and arrangements of
parts all as will be fully described herein-
after and particularly pointed out in the
claim. ‘ '

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to.the accompanying
drawing forming a part of this specification
and in which— - :

Figure 1 is a side elevation of an amuse-
ment device embodying my invention, only

a portion of the rail or track being shown,
Fig. 2 is a similar view of a modified form
of the device, Fig. 3 is an elevation of the

car upon an enlarged scale and illustrating
the track in cross section, Fig. 4 is a plan
view of the same, and Fig. 5 1s a detail sec-
tional "view-upon a much enlarged scale
illustrating the manner of rotatably mount-
in%the car upon the hanger.

eferring now to the drawings 1 indicates
the track which preferably comprises a sin-
gle rail mounted ‘upon suitable supports 2.
The track may be of any desired form, that
ig, it may be straight or may follow a sinu-
ous course. As the form of the track in
this respect constitutes no portion of my in-
vention, I have not illustrated the various
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fgrms which may be used in the drawings.
Further, the track may be undulating or in-
clined as illustrated in Fig. 1 when the de-

- vice 1s to be gravity operated, or it may be

horizontal as -illustrated in Fig. 2 when
other means than gravity are employed to
propel the car.

Mounted upon the rail 1 is a traveling

hanger eomprising either a single wheel 3

or a truck 4 as preferred, a suspension mem-

ber 5 depending therefrom, snd a member
6 at the lower end thereof upon which the
ear is rotatably mounted. Any ordinary or
suitable safety device may be employed to
prevent the wheel or truck from leaving the
rail. As I lay no claim to the safety de-
vice I do not illustrate the same in the
drawing. .

7 indicates the car.

The member 5 is swiveled or pivotally
connected to the wheel or truck as at 8 so
that the car will always maintain a verti-
cal position irrespective of the inclination
of the rail. The member 6 preferably com-
prises an arched portion or dome 9 consti-
tuting the roof of the car, and a horizontal
annular flange 10 terminating in a periph-

| eral vertical flange 11.

The car 7 comprises an annular member
12 adapted to engage the flanges 10 and 11
of the member 6,;a plurality of vertical sus-
pension members 13 and a cage comprising
a bottom or floor 14, a rail 15 having a gate
16 and seats 17 for theé passengers. The

cage may be of any desired form but I have’

illustrated the preferred form in the draw-
ings. See Fig. 8. The member 12 is of in-
verted U-shape in cross section to embrace
the flange 11 and is provided with an:in-
wardly extending flange 18 above the flange
10 and an outwardly extending flange 19 to
which the members 13 are secured. Between
the flanges 10 and 18 is arranged ball bear-
ings 20. Secured to the outer face of the
member 12 above the flange 19 is an annular
rack 21, the purpose of which will appear
hereinafter. - :

The supporting members 2 are arranged
upon each side of the path of the car and
secured thereto are longitudinally disposed
members or beams 22 arranged at the height
of the members 12. These are provided at
intervals with racks 23 which engage the
rack 21 and impart rotation to the car. A
single rack 23 may extend the full length
of the device or short racks may be arranged
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alternately upon opposite sides to reverse
the rotation of the car at intervals.

I prefer to use an inclined rail in ‘order
that the device shall be operated by gravity.
However, if preferred, the rail may be hori-
zontal as illustrated in Fig. 2 in which event
I provide a cable 24 for propelling the car,
said cable being attached to the hanger.

Having described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:— : :

In an amusement device a supported rail,

a hanger adapted to travel thereon and com- -
prising a wheel or truck, a suspension mem--

ber depending therefrom, a frame fixed to
the lower portion of said suspension mem-
ber, a horizontal annular flange on said
frame, & vertically disposed peripheral

1,054,776

flange . at the. outer edge of said annu-
lar flange, an annular member supported

 upon ‘said flanges and of inverted U-shape

20

cross section to embrace said peripheral

flange, ball bearings interposed between said

lar flange, and a cage suspended from said

_annular-member, and means. for imparting

rotation to said annular member and cage,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, '

| HANS HYER,
Witnesses:

ALLEN BryanT,
Georer F. Rusk,

- annular member and said horizontal annu-
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