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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALEXANDER. E. HUSTED, OF souTH FoRK, PENNSYLVANIA. 

COMMUNION-TRAY. 

1,199,987. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER E. 

HuSTED, citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at South Fork, and State of Pennsyl 
vania, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Communion-Trays, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to the class of re 

ceptacles or trays generally, and more par 
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ticularly to a wine cup tray to be used dur 
ing the administration of communion. 
The primary object of the invention 

resides in the provision of a suitable tray 
wherein means is employed for retaining or 
supporting certain of the cups in a more 
elevated or accessible position than the 
others. 
A further object of the invention contem 

plates the provision of a tray of the char 
acter described, wherein a plurality of wine 
cups or receptacles are supported and held 
in proper spaced relation, the full cups 
adapted to be supported within suitable 
openings or apertures provided for that 
purpose within the tray, and the empty cups 
supported in a similar manner within open 
ings of larger size, such arrangement sup 
porting the full cups in a more elevated 
position than the empty, and greatly facili 
tating the communion service as now ad 
ministered wherein an individual cup for 
each communicant is required. 
In communion trays heretofore devised 

openings of one size have been provided, 
and in consequence it becomes very difficult 
to introduce the fingers and thumb to pick 
out a full cup or return an empty one from 
the tray, as such openings are arranged or 
spaced insufficiently to permit a ready re 
moval of the cups, so that when they are 
filled or emptied the cups stand in the way 
to impede and embarrass the administrator 
and communicant; and often the cup falls 
to the floor thus marring the service and 
embarrassing all concerned. 

It is a still further object of my invention 
to overcome the above and various other ob 
jectionable features and provide a com 
munion tray wherein the wine cups or re 
ceptacles are arranged and spaced suffi 
ciently to permit ready removal thereof, and 
to further provide means for elevating the 
full cups so as to distinguish them from the 
used or empty cups. 
The above and additional objects are ac 

complished by such means as are illustrated 
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in their preferred embodiment in the accom 
panying drawings, described in the follow 
ing specification and then more particu 
larly pointed out in the claims which are 
appended hereto, and form a part of this 
application. 
In describing my invention in detail ref 

erence will be had to the accompanying 
drawings, wherein like characters denote 
like or corresponding parts throughout the 
Several views, and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a tray con 
structed in accordance with my invention; 
and Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view, partly 
broken away. - 

Before proceeding with the description 
of the drawings, I desire to call particular 
attention to the fact that... while I have 
evolved my invention with reference to the 
administration of communion, the tray may 
be readily utilized for various other pur poses Susceptible of its application. 

Referring now to the drawings, wherein 
is illustrated the preferred form of my in 
vention the numeral 1 designates the top or 
upper section of the tray upon or within 
which I provide a plurality of uniformly 
Spaced apertures or openings 2, the said 
openings being arranged in any convenient 
or artistic manner within the tray top 1. 
Openings 3, Smaller in size than the open 
ings 2 are formed within the tray top 1 and 
arranged preferably between and in spaced 
relation to the said openings 2, the number 
of the openings 2 and 3 being the same. . 
To catch the wine should the same for 

any reason be spilled upon the tray, a re 
ceptacle 4 is formed from any suitable ma 
terial and secured in any suitable manner to 
the underside of the tray top 1, the sides 5 
of the receptacle being formed integrally 
therewith as is clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. In serving communion it will be 
noted that the usual tapered cups or recep 
tacles 6 are used and are supported or re 
tained in an elevated position upon the tray 
1, by fitting the said receptacles within the 
Smaller openings 3 provided for that pur 
pose, thereby spacing the receptacles suffi 
ciently apart to allow ready removal there 
of by the administrator or communicant 
during the service. After drinking the wine 
contained within the cups, the latter are 
placed upon the tray, the cups fitting with 
in the larger openings 2 of the top, where 
they are free to drop (as indicated by the 
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numeral 7) until the top of the wine cup 
engages the edge of the opening. The 
openings 2 being larger than the openings 3 
as above set forth, it will be seen that the 
empty cups fall or drop entirely out of the 
way of the elevated or full cups, thereby in 
no way interfering with the removal of the 
latter as occasion demands. 
A tray constructed in accordance with 

my invention does away with the difficulties 
above set forth, and permits the communi 
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cant to obtain the full benefit of the indi 
vidual communion service, and allows him 
to pick up his own individual cup from the 
Small cup holder or opening, whereupon, 
after drinking the wine, to replace it in the 
larger cup holder or opening, where it drops 
or sinks out of the Way of the next com 
municant, giving him free and easy access 
to the cup which is presented to him. - 
Although I have shown a communion 

tray of a particular shape, I do not wish to 
limit myself to such, as various forms of 
tray may be equally as well employed with 
out in any way departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

It will be understood that the above de 
Scription and accompanying drawings, com 
prehend only the general and preferred em 
bodiment of my invention and that various 
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minor changes in the details of construction, 
proportion and arrangement of parts may 
be made within the scope of the appended 
claims and without Sacrificing any of the 
advantages of my invention. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A communion tray for supporting 
tapered Cups, comprising a top having a 
series of alternately arranged large and 
Small openings adapted to support the cups 
in elevated position in the small openings 
and in substantially depressed position in 
the large openings, substantially as and for 
the purpose described. 

2. A tray for supporting tapered cups in 
cluding a body provided with alternately 
arranged large and small openings to re 
ceive empty and filled cups respectively, the 
cups carried in said Small openings being 
appreciably above the plane of the cups in 
Said large openings, to be readily accessible 
without interference with the latter. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ALEXANDER. E. HUSTED. 

Witnesses: 
WILLIAM. Y. Boy ER, 
JosEPH MoRRIs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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