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The presentinvention is directed to,and itis a major 
object to provide,a novel floorstandadapted to support 
in a stationary position a flag of the type whichincludes 
a flag stick or staf whichis manualy grasped for carry 
ing of such flag;the stand being especialy designed? 
but not limited?for use forthe flags offraternal organi 20 
zations or the like,and wherein it is customaryto erect 
such flags at formal meetings or other gatherings. 
,Another important object.of this invention is to pro 
vide a fag stand which,while being Simple in structure, 
is.extremelystable in use so that thereis no tendency for 
the fiag to teeter ortip over when engaged in the stand. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a flag 

stand which includes an upwardy opening socket for 
reception of the lower end portion of the staf; such 
socket,though normaly vertical,being mounted for 
movement to an upwardly inclined position in order to 
permit easy and convenient manual placement ofthe Staf 
insuchsocket and withouthavingto lift the fiagabove the 
usual carrying height, 
An additional object of the invention is to provide a 

flagstand,as inthe precedingparagraph,whichincludes * 
a novel catch operative to releasably secure the socketin 
its vertical position; Such catch automatically engaging 
upon the staf beinginserted in the socket when inclined 
and then swung by Said staf to such vertical position. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide a flag 
stand whichis designed for ease and economy of manu 
facture,compactinarrangement,and attractive inappear 
@?C@? 

A still further object of the invention is to provide a 
practical,reliable,and durable fiag stand,and one which 
is exceedingly efective for the purpose for which itis 
designed. 

These objects are accomplished by means ofsuch struc 
ture and relative arrangement ofparts as wilfully appear 
by a perusal of the folowing specification and claims. 

Inthe drawings: 
Fig,1 is a perspecive view of the fiagstand as in use; 

the flagstafbeingshownin brokenlines and onlyin part. 
Fig,2 is an enlarged transverse Sectional elevation of 

the flag stand; the upper portion of the Socket being 
broken away. 

Fig.3 is an enlarged longitudinal Sectional elevation of 
the flagstand;the socket being shown inits normalver 
tical position in ful lines,and inits inclined position in 
dotted lines. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings and 
to the characters of reference marked thereon,the fiag 
standisconstructed in its entirety of metal and comprises 
a relatively large diameter base ring 1,and a diametral 
channel 2 of upwardly opening form extends from side 
to side of Said ring 1 within the Same,Atits ends,the 
channel2is welded to the ring1,as at 3;the upstanding 
sideflanges ofchannel2 beingindicatedat4. 
A horizontal,elongated housing,indicated generally at 

5,extends diametraly across and is Supported bythe base 
ring1 in parallel,centralized relation above the channel 
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2. The housing 5,which is of inverted,generally box 
beam like form,inciudes a longitudinal top 6 and down 
wardly divergent sides 7;suchsides beingwelded at their 
1oweredgesto the basering1,asat8. - 

Intermediate its ends,the longitudinal top 6 of housing 
5 is formed with an elongated slot 9,and a socket 10 
in the form of a relativelytalltube extends from adjacent 
the channel2 and upwardlythroughthe slot9to atermi 
nationsome distance aboye Said housing5. 
At its lower end,the elongated Socket 10 is trans 

versely pivoted by a pin 11 in connection with the side 
flanges4of the channel2 wherebysaidsocket10isswing 
able in the slot 9 from a vertical position to an upwardly 
inclined position which is approximately 45° from ver 
tical. The vertical position of the socket 10 is shown in 
ful lines in Figs,1 and 3,while the inclined position of 
Said Socket is shown in dotted lines in the latter figure. 
When the Socket 10is in its inclined position,it abuts 

the top 6 at one end of the slot 9; such socket being 
1ocated and releasably maintained in its vertical position 
in the folowing manner: 
The housing5is formed at the top and along the sides 

of the slot 9 with upstanding,longitudinal,transversely 
spaced guide plates 12 having arcuate upper edges; the 
socket 1@ resting between the plates 12in relatively close 
but free-swinging relation,and Said plates thus guiding 
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such socket as itis Swung between the Selective positions 
occupied thereby. 
An arcuate closure plate 13fills the Space between the 

upper edges of the plates 12 beyond the socket 10 when 
the latter is vertical,and on the Side opposite the path 
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of swinging motion of Said Socket,A transverse stop 
14 extends betweenthe guide plates 12immediately below 
the upper end of the arcuate closure plate 13;such stop 
14 Servingtolimit Swinging motion ofthe Socket 10when 
it is swung fromits inclined position to its vertical posi 
tion. 
Upon the Socket 10 being So SWungand whenit reaches 

vertical position,it is automaticaly releasably latched in 
such position by a catch unit,indicated generally at 15, 
and which comprises the following: 
An outwardly and downwardly curved catch tongue 16 

is fixed to the Socket 1@ below and extending in the 
Same direction as the arcuate closure plate 13,and a 
Spring-preSSed plunger H7 normaly depends through a 
bore 18inthe tongue 16intermediateits ends. Vertically 
alined bores 19 and 2@ are formed in the closure plate 
13 and a horizontal flange 21,reSpectively;the fiange 21 
beingformedintegrallywithand projectingfromthelower 
edge of the transverse stop 14. The bores 19 and 20 
receive the plunger 17 in slidable relation. At its lower 
end the plunger 17 is rounded for easy entry into the 
bore 18,Which bore registers with the bores 19 and 
20 when the Socket 10 is vertical. The plunger 17 is 
normally butyieldablypressed downwardiy by a compres 
sion Spring 22 surrounding Said plunger between the 
plate 13 and a fixed collar 23;there being an exposed 
finger ring24 on the Upper end of Said plunger17above 
the plate 13. 
In use of the above described fag stand,the fingerring 

is first graSped and pulled upwardly which releases the 
plunger 17 from the tongue f6 whereupon the socket 10 
is swung down to its inclined position,abutting in stop 
relation against the top 6 at the outer end of the slot 9. 
Thereafter,theflag bearef?walkingtoward the stand and 
without materialy altering the normal carrying position 
of the staf 25?inserts it into said inclined socket;the 
upper end of Said Socket beingfared,as at26,to facilitate 
suchentry of the staf. 

Nextly,the staf is swung upwardly to vertical posi 
tion,carrying the Socket 10 to a like position. When 
thisoccursthe curved tongue 16engagesthespring-pressed 
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plunger17 and the latterrides up such tongue until the 
lower end portion of the plunger snaps into the bore 
18 whereupon the socket isautomatically and efectively 
locked in its Vertical position,The flag then stands in 
a stableerected position. 
From the foregoing description,it will be Teadily seen 

thattherehasbeenproduced suchadevice assubstantialy 
fulfils the objects of the invention,as set forth herein? 
Whilethis Specification sets forth in detail the present 

and preferred construction of the device,stilin practice 
Suchdeviations from suchdetailmaybe resortedto as do 
not form a departure from the Spirit of the invention,as 
defined by the appendedclaims. 
Having thus described the invention,the following is 

claimed asnew andusefuland uponwhich Letters Patent 
isdesired: 

1. A fiag Stand comprisinga foor supported base,an 
elongated Socket projecting upwardly from the base to 
receive a fiag staf therein,a housing mounted on and 
upStandingfrom the base on opposite sides ofthe socket 
and including a top plate provided with a longitudinal 
slot through which the socket projects,a pivot element 
mounting the Socket at its lower end on the base for 
Swinging movement lengthwise of the slot between anin 
clined position at one end of the slotand a vertical posi 
tion,a stop elementon the housingto engage the socket 
when SWung to Said yertical position,a plunger slidably 
projecting downwardlythrough the topplateadjacent but 
beyond Said Stop element and being finger-engageable at 
its Upper end for lifting the Same,a fange fixed in the 
housing below the top plate at right anglesto the plunger 
and through which the latter also projects,a collarfixed 
on the plungerabove and normalyengagingthe fiange,a 
Spring on the plunger between the top plate and collar 
and yieldably holding the plunger down,and a tongue 
fixed on the Socket and extending lengthwise of the slot 
in the direction of the plunger and on a level below the 
Stop element and flange but above the lower end of the 
plunger; Said tongue being positioned and arranged to 
engage and lift the plunger as the Socket moves toward 
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a vertical position and having aholeintowhichthelower 
end of the plunger drops when the-socket reaches a ver 
tical position and engages the stop element, 
2,A flag Stand comprising a floor supported base,an 

elongated Socket projecting upwardly from the base to 
receive a fiag Staf therein,a housing mounted on and 
upstanding from the base on opposite Sides of the socket 
andincluding a top plateprovided with a longitudinal slot 
through which the socket projects,a pivotelement mount 
ing the Socket atits fower endonthe base for Swinging 
movement lengthwise of the slot betweenaninclinedposi 
tion at one end ofthe slot anda vertical position,a stop 
elementon the housing to engage the Socketyhenswung 
to Said vertical position,a tongue fixed on the socket and 
extending lengthwise of the slot in a direction opposite 
Said one end thereof and on a level below the stop ele 
ment topaSS underthe Same when the socketisinaverti 
cal position,a plunger projecting into the housing in 
position to be engaged bythe tongue when the socket 
approaches a verticalposition,means slidablysupporting 
the plunger in the housing for movement toward and 
from the tongue,thepiungerincludingafinger-engageable 
element on its outer end,a collar fixed on thepiunger 
Short ofits outer end,aspringaboutthe plungerbetween 
the housing and colar and yieldably urging the plunger 
against the tongue;the latter being:arranged toretract 
the piungeras the Socket Swings to a vertical position 
and havinga holeinto whichtheinnerend oftheplunger 
drops whenthe socketreaches such position andengages 
the stop element. 
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