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United States Patent Office 

3,202,309 
CARRYING DEWECE 

Water M. Simpson, 624 Senate Ave., Evansville, End. 
Fied Mar. 23, 1964, Ser. No. 354,56 

3 Caixas. (Ci. 225-100) 

The present invention relates to a carrying device for 
an article. Such as a container or a bottle, and more par 
ticularly to a new and novel carrying device which is 
readily assembled for use, and which positively retains 
the article carried thereby in position for use, the instant 
application being a continuation-in-part of patent applica 
tion Serial No. 175,437, filed February 26, 1962, for 
Carrying Device, now abandoned. 
As is known, it is difficult to handle the large size con 

tainers or bottles commonly used today for milk and like 
products, with such handling oftentimes resulting in 
breakage, or other damage, because of slipping from the 
user's hands. Not only is the preceding difficulty present 
in handling the product from, for example, the refrigera 
tor to the table, but it also extends to the actual pouring procedure. 

By virtue of the instant invention, the applicant has 
provided, in several embodiments, a new and novel carry 
ing device for a container or bottle which is conveniently 
packaged and/or stored, which is readily assembled for 
use and which effectively and safely retains the container 
or bottle used therewith during such use. In one form, 
the carrying device comprises an upstanding frame mem 
ber having a carrying arm and a base portion, where, 
through a positive locking structure, a product engaging 
auxiliary base member is releasably retained thereon. The 
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top portion of the frame member is adapted to receive 
an elastic member which, when the device is used, is 
slipped around the neck of the product being carried. 

In another form, the instant carrying device comprises 
a frame member having a carrying arm and a base por 
tion, where an auxiliary base member selectively received 
on the base portion has a load bearing surface for the 
product being carried, and where, when assembled and in 
use, the principal weight of the carried product is received 
on a supporting surface when the carrying device is set 
down. Moreover, an upper product encircling member, 
releasably secured to the frame member, is provided for 
retaining such product in a positive carrying position, 
where both the auxiliary base member and the upper prod 
uct encircling member are rotatable on the frame member 
so that the entire assembly can be caused to be in sub 
stantially the same plane. 
The latter relationship is of important significance inso 

far as packaging is concerned, or even for Subsequent 
consumer storage of the instant carrying device, in that 
a minimal space requirement is needed. In this connec 
tion, the prior discussed form of carrying device is also 
representative of this feature, where the rigid components 
thereof are united by a breakable web for shipment, and 
where the releasable assembly provision thereof permits 
separation and, hence, low storage space requirements. 

Accordingly, the principal object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a new and novel carrying device for a 
container or bottle which is readily assembled and which 
positively retains the container or bottle thereon for highly 
effective use. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
new and novel carrying device for a container or bottle 
which is readily conditioned for convenient storage. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and novel carrying device for a container or 
bottle having components capable of simple assembly for 
use, as well which are positive acting during such use. 
A still further and more general object of the present 

invention is to provide a new and novel carrying device 

3 5 

40 

50 

5 5 

60 

70 

3,202,309 
Patiented Aug. 24, 1965 

2 
for a container or bottle which is made from a minimum 
number of readily assembled components, where, in one 
form of the invention, the principal weight of the con 
tainer or bottle being carried rests on a supporting surface 
for the device. 

Other objects and a better understanding of the present 
invention will become more apparent from the following 
description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, wherein - 

FIG. 1 is a view in side elevation showing one form of 
the applicant's new and novel carrying device; 

FIG. 2 is a view in rear elevation of the new and novel 
carrying device of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the carrying device of FIG. 
1, where each of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 show a bottle typically 
being carried thereon in phantom lines; 

F.G. 4 is a view in vertical section, taken at line 4-4 
of FIG. 3 and looking in the direction of the arrows, 
showing details of the positive locking arrangement for 
the base assembly of the applicant's new and novel carry 
ing device of such figure; 

FIG. 5 is a view in side elevation of another form of 
carrying device in accordance with the instant invention, 
where this figure, as well as FIG. 6 show, in the alterna 
tive, by phantom lines, a bottle and a waxed container 
carried by the instant invention; 

FIG. 6 is a view in rear elevation of the new and novel 
carrying device of FIG. 5; and - 
FIG. 7 is a plan view showing the form of carrying 

device of FiGS. 5 and 6 in a packaging and/or storage 
condition. - 

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the 
principles of the invention, reference will now be made 
to the embodiments illustrated in the drawings and spe 
cific language will be used to describe the same. It will 
nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the scope 
of the invention is thereby intended, such alterations and 
further modifications in the illustrated devices, and such 
further applications of the principles of the invention as 
illustrated therein being contemplated as would normally 
E. to one skilled in the art to which the invention re 

tes. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 4, the applicant's 
new and novel carrying device AG typically comprises an 
upstanding frame member 2 which has a carrying arm 
E2a extending rearwardly and downwardly therefrom and 
a lower base portion i2b, where the latter has a front 
Wardly extending portion terminating in an upturned por 
tion E.2c. An upper hook-like portion 12f extends gen 
erally upwardly and forwardly from the frame member 
É2, in the general area of the carrying arm a2a, for pur 
poses to be discussed more fully herebelow. In a typical 
embodiment of the invention, the frame member 12, the 
arm. 22a, the base portion 2b with its upturned portion 
12c, and the hook-like portion 2f are all integraily 
formed, preferably from a molded lightweight plastic 
material. . - 

With particular reference now to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, the 
applicant's new and novel carrying device A3 also coin 
prises an auxiliary base member 14, which, when assem 
bled, is received and locked on the base portion 2b 
through an opening 4a defined therein, where a recess 
12e is provided in the base portion 22b for a snap-lock 
type arrangement between the auxiliary base member 4 
and the base portion 12b. The auxiliary base member 
14, like the other parts described hereabove, is typically. 
made from a lightweight piastic material, and, preferably, 
prior to initial assembly, is secured to the frame member 
12 through a breakable web or membrane. The latter 
permits convenient one plane packaging and merchandis 
ing of this form of the invention. 
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The hook-like portion 3.2f is provided at the free end 
of the frame member 2 to receive an elastic element 5, 
where the latter is positively retained therein due to the 
stretching action required for such positioning, i.e. its 
cross-sectional area is reduced in order for it to pass into 
the hook-like portion 12f. 
As should be apparent from the above, this embodi 

ment of the applicant's novel invention typically com 
prises three components, i.e. the aforedescribed frame 
member 52, the auxiliary base member 14, and the elastic 
element 15, where the latter is of such dimension as to 
provide the necessary holding force for the product being 
carried. - - 

During assembly, the auxiliary base member 14 is 
slipped into the upstanding front portion 12c of the base 
portion 12b through opening E4a, and ultimately snaps 
into a positive locked position defined by the recess E.2e 
on the base portion 12b. The assembly operation is com 
pleted by stretching the elastic element 5 so that it can 
be retained within the opening defined by the hook-like 
portion A2f on the frame 12. 

it should be apparent, therefore, that after the assem 
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bly operation described hereabove, a bottle, for example, 
(shown by phantom lines in the drawings) is readily posi 
tioned on the device, and the elastic element E5 simply 
secured around its neck. The carrying device it, with 
the aforesaid bottle thereon, can be readily and conven 
iently moved by means of the carrying arm 2a, with the 
elastic element 15 preventing any upsetting of the product 
during pouring or, as a matter of fact, while carrying 
from place to place. Moreover, because of the releasable 
snap-lock arrangement between the frame member i2 and 
the auxiliary base member 4, the unit can be readily 
disassembled for purposes of storage, and, conversely, 
readily reassembled for subsequent use. 

Referring now to. FEGS. 5, 6 and 7, another embcdi 
ment of the applicant's new and novel carrying device 20 
is disclosed which comprises an upstanding frame men 
ber 22 defined by a handle portion 22a and a lower base 
portion 22b, where, typically, such frame member 22, as 
well as the other operative components, to be discussed 
herebelow, are made from a molded lightweight plastic 
material, metal, or the like. 

In any event, the upstanding frame member 22 further 
comprises an opening 22c proximate the upper region of 
the handle 22a, while another opening 22d is proximate 
the region of the base portion 22b thereof. Such open 
ings 22c and 22d in the handle 22 are adapted to selec 
tively receive and position an auxiliary upper member 23 
and an auxiliary base member 24, to be discussed more 
fully herebelow. - 

In this connection, the auxiliary base member 24 is 
defined by a rim 24 a having, along one portion thereof, 
a receiving surface 24b for the product being carried. A 
locking member 24c, having portions 24.c'-24c', extends 
from a portion of the rim 24a, and when such portions 
24c'-24c' are squeezed together, the locking member 
24c is adapted to be inserted into the opening 22d in the 
handle 22. in this regard, a snap-lock effect is achieved, 
where enlarged portions 24d on the aforesaid portions 
24c'-24c' of the locking member 24c permit the desired 
positive assembly and locking. 
The auxiliary upper member 23 is similar to the auxil 

iary base member 24, in that it also includes a rim 23a; 
however, the product receiving surface is not provided. 
The auxiliary upper member 23 also comprises a locking 
member 23b, being in two parts 23b'-23b', also squeez 
able together, which is adapted to be received in the open 
ing 22c in the frame member 22. Enlarged portions 23c 
similar to the aforedescribed enlarged portions 24d, are 
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also provided for positive assembly and locking of the 
auxiliary upper member 23 and the frame member 22. 

After manufacture, if desired, or, in any event, before 
use, the auxiliary upper member 23 and the auxiliary 
base member 24 are releasably united with the upstanding 
frame member 22 at openings 22c and 22d, respectively. 
In that the described snap-fit is established, both of such 
members are releasable, when and if desired, but, in any 
event, are readily rotatable to and from a substantially 
in-plane position (FIG. 7) to the position of FIGS. 5 
and 6, i.e. a position of use. The in-plane position is 
particularly desirable for convenient packaging and mer 
chandising of this form of the invention, as Well as for 
customer storage. - 
The invention embodiment of FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 is par 

ticularly advantageous, for example, in the carrying and 
use of conventional milk containers, either glass or car 
tons, where, it should be understood, the product receiv 
ing surface 24b bears the weight of the container being 
carried. When the carrying device is placed on a Sup 
porting surface, such as a table, for example, the princi 
pal weight of the article being carried rests on such sup 
porting surface and not on the device itself, thereby pro 
viding a highly stable unit not susceptible to ready unin 
tentional overturning by the consumer. 
From the preceding, it should be apparent that the 

applicant herein has provided a new and novel carrying 
device, in several forms, which has a minimum number 
of components, which is readily packaged for merchan 

30 dising, which is readily assembled, which conveniently 
and effectively receives and positions a container or bottle 
used therewith for subsequent use, and which is readily 
converted to a storage condition. The applicant's carry 
ing device is, of course, susceptible to various changes 
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within the spirit of the invention. For example, changes 
in form and dimensions can be accomplished, depending 
upon the particular article to be carried. Thus, the 
above description should be considered illustrative, and 
not as limiting the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
A. A carrying device for a container comprising a rigid 

frame member extending along a side of said container, a 
rigid container encircling upper member, and a rigid con 
tainer receiving base member having a substantially up 
standing container encircling wall and a container engag 
ing bottom wall, said rigid container encircling upper 
member and said rigid container receiving base member 
each being laterally and rotatably mounted on said rigid 
frame member. - - " 

2. The carrying device of claim where said rigid 
container encircling upper member and said rigid con 
tainer receiving base member are rotatable to a position 
generally co-planar with respect to said rigid frame men 
ber and with respect to each other. 

3. The carrying device of claim where said container 
engaging bottom Wall extends over a portion of the area 
defined by said container encircling wall, the remaining 
area exposing said container for direct engagement with 
a supporting surface. 
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