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(57) Abstract: An imaging device having an optical system for collecting light from an object, a semiconductor imaging element
(4) for receiving the light collected by the optical system and creating an imaging signal, and a transparent member (5) provided
between the optical system and the semiconductor imaging element (4) and having a refraction index continuously varying according
to an applied electric field. When an electric field is applied to the transparent member (5), its refraction index varies continuously
to continuously change the length of the light path. This realizes auto-focusing without movement of a lens, which is effective to
downsize the imaging device and reduces degradation in image quality.
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