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This-invention relates to mountings, and mo:ce‘
particularly to backboard mountings for tele-
phone bell boxes and the like.

Telephone bell boxes are customarlly attached

i to plastered walls immediately above the base-
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board. Under present practice, holes are mads
in the plaster through which attaching screws,
togele bolts or other fastening devices, depend-
ing upon the character of the sub-surface ma-
terial, are passed. Where the sub-surface is of
wood lath, the bell box is attached directly on
the plaster surface. Where other sub-surfaces
are used, such as wire lath, hollow tile, brick and
the like, it is customary to attach a wood back-
board-to the plaster surface by means of the
attaching devices mentioned and to attach the
bell box in turn to the wood backboard by means
of wood screws. Either of these methods nec-
essarily results in ‘damage to the plaster and
its surfacing which is exposed upon removal of
the bell box and backboard. As the location
and mounting of the bell box have a definife
relation to the general appearance of the tele~
phone station, it is important that the installa-

5 tion be as satisfactory as possible. It is also

desirable that injury to the mounting. surface
upon which the bell box is installed, shall be
minimized. It is further desirable, from an

‘economic standpoint, that the installation shall

require a minimuim of time and expenditure.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention
to provide a mounting which will present a neat
appearance and which may be easily and quick-
1y installed with negligible damage to the mount-
ing surface, and at 2 minimum expense, -

This, and further objects, will be apparent
from the following description when considered
in connection with the accompanying drawing,
in which one modification. of the 1nvent10n is
illustrated.

Referring to the drawing, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the improved backboard mount-
ing; Fig. 2 is an end view of Fig. 1 showing the
preliminary operation of applying the mounting
to a supporting wall, and Fig. 3 is a like view
showing the mounting in position and with a bell
box applied thereto. :

The improved mounting, as illustrated in the
drawing, comprises a punching of suitable metal
provided with a plate member or mounting por-
tion 5 which is shown as being of rectangular
formation. An opening 6 may be provided in
the approximate center of this plate member
and serves to prevent magnetic interference with
the usual ringer positioned in- the bell box.

board 12 by means of screws 13.

(CL 248—30)

Embossed or raised. po1t10ns T are prov1ded a.t
each corner of the plate member, and centrally
threaded openings through the embossed- por-

_tions permit the passage of the ends of the ma-

chine screws 8. These screws pass through the 60
rear partition of a rectangular bell box and se~ - -
cure it to the mounting plate member-5. - The
length of the screws and the height of the
raised or embossed portions 7, are such as to
prevent the ends of the screws coming into con- 65
tact with the wall surface 10 against which the

‘mounting plate 5 abuts, as. w111 be presently de-

scribed.

The lower portlon of the punching p10v1des
an attaching element - 11 by which the improved 70
backboard mounting may be affixed to a base-
These: screws
pass through openings 14 in the aftaching ele-
ment and into the base 12.. The attaching ele-
ment 11 in its normal unmounted position, ex- 73
tends inwardly or at an angle to the plane of - °
the flat surface of the mounting plate 5, as
shown in Fig. 1. When in mounted position,
this attaching element assumes a plane parallel
to that of said mounting plate, as may be seen in 80
Fig. 3. :

An outwardly curved flexible portion 15 lies
intermediate the mounting plate 5 and the at-
taching element 11, ‘and interconnects these
portions. The flexible portion 15 is adapted to 85
clear protruding base mouldings 16, and is of
such flexibility that the improved mounting may
be applied and secured in position on a sup-.
porting wall, as shown in Fig. 3. The spring
action which is developed by the flexible por- 90
tion 15 forces the mounting plate 5 to assume -
a flush position against the supporting wall 10
above the baseboard 12. It is securely held in
this position by pressure of the spring. The -
bell box 9 which is mounted on this plate is 95
accordingly caused to assume a - like position.*-

A series of braces or ribs 17 are provided at
the junction point of the moeunting plate 5 and
the upper part of ‘the curved portion 15, and a
like series of braces or ribs 18 are also pro- 100
vided at the junction of the lower part of the
portion 15 and the attaching element 11. These
braces or ribs prevent bending at said junction
points, and thereby increase the spring actlon .
of the curved portion 15. 105

An aperture 19 is shown extending through:
the curved portion 15 which may permit the
passage. of the usual telephone line wires 22
entering- the bell box.

It will be apparent that by means of this im-, 110
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proved arrangement, the bell box is held firmly
against the supporting wall without screws he-
ing used to fasten it to the wall above the
baseboard, thereby climinating any possibility
of damage to the wall surface. It will also be
apparent that a considerable saving is involved
in this installation, and that it presents a neat
appearance.

What is claimed is:

1. A backboard mounting for bell boxes
whereby the bell box may be secured to a wall
having the usual baseboard and moulding, said
backboard comprising a plate to which the bell
box may be secured, an  attaching element
adapted to be afiixed to the baseboard, and a
curved flexible element intermediate the attach-
ing element and said plate, said curved element
having such flexibility as to press the plate flush
against the wall surface above the baseboard.
2. A backboard mounting for bell boxes
whereby the bell box may be secured to a wall
having the usual baseboard and moulding, said
board comprising a plate member having a fat
surface to which the bell box may bé secured,
an attaching member adapted to be affixed to
the baseboard, and a flexible member connecting
the plate member and attaching member, said
flexible- member exerting such spring action

~. upon the plate member when the attached
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member is affixed to the bassboard as to press

said plate member flush against the wall sur-

face above the baseboard.
3. A punching forming a backboard mount-

-+ -~ing for bell boxes whereby the bell box may be
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secured to a wall having the usual baseboard
and baseboard moulding, said backboard com-
prising a plate member having a flat surface
to which the bell box may be secured, an at-
taching member normally lying at an angle to
the plane of the plate member and adapted to
be affixed to the baseboard, and a flexible mem-
ber intermediate the plate member and at-

_taching member and being curved to- clear said

base moulding, said flexible member exerting
such spring action upon the plate member when
the attaching member is affixed. to the base-
board as to press said plate member flush
against the wall surface above the baseboard
and baseboard moulding, said attaching member
when in fixed position assuming g plane parallel
to the plate member.

4. A backboard mounting for bell boxes
whereby the bell box may be secured to a wall
having the usual baseboard and moulding, said
backboard comprising a plate to which the bell
box may be secured, an attaching element
adapted to be affixed to the baseboard, a curved
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flexible element intermediate the attaching ele- .

ment and said plate, said curved element having
such flexibility as to press the plate flush against
the wall surface above the baseboard, and means
provided at the junction point of the plate mem-

100

ber and flexible member and at the junction point ..

of the flexible member and attaching element to
prevent bending at each of these junction points
and to add to the spring action of the ﬂex1ble
element.

FRANK C. ARMSTRONG.
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