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This invention relates to a single edge converter for a 
double-edge safety razor, and more-particularly, to an 
attachment för such a razor which makes it possible to 
use only one of the cutting edges thereof. 

in using: a double-edge safety razor, many individuals 
either do not make any effort to use only edge, of the 
razor until, it has become dull before using the opposite 
edge, or have difficulty in keeping track of which edge 
is being used at any particular moment. Since applit 
cant has discovered that it is possible to get more good 
shaves from a single double-edge safety razor blade by 
using. only one edgethereof until it has become dull and 
then switching to the opposite fresh, unused edge, it 
would obviously be an advantage to insure that only one 
edge of such a blade is used during one or several con 
secutive shaving operations. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
a converter for double-edge safety razors, which, in 
effect, converts such a razor into a single edge razor 

is nevertheless capable of receiving a double-edge 
act. 

Another object is to provide a device of the character 
described which can be conveniently secured to one side 
of a double-edge razor and when it becomes appropriate 
to do so, can be readily removed and placed in associa 
tion with the opposite side of such a razor. 

Still another object is to provide a converter of the 
character described which is particularly adapted to be 
used with a double-edge razor having a guard bar dis 
posed in closely spaced relation to each edge of a double 
edge razor blade, disposed in operative position in said 
aZO. 

Yet another object is to provide a converter of the 
character described which has a cross sectional configura 
tion such that it is capable of endwise insertion over the 
guard disposed in close association with each edge of a 
razor blade in operative position in said razor, and which 
can be readily, removed from association with such a 
guard by similar endwise movement. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a con 

verter of the character described which may readily be 
made of a suitable plastic material by an extrusion process 
and which is therefore simple and inexpensive to make. 
Yet another object is to provide a converter of the 

character described which has an attractive appearance 
and does not interfere in any way with the normal opera 
tion of the razor, as far as the insertion or removal of a 
razor blade is concerned. 

Further objects and advantages of this invention will 
become evident as the description proceeds and from 
an examination of the accompanying drawing which illus 
trates one embodiment of the invention and in which 
similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout the 
several views. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of one form of 

safety razor having a converter embodying the invention 
disposed in operative association therewith; 

Figure 2 is a view in elevation of one end of the razor 
shown in Figure 1 and the converter in association there 
with; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the converter shown 
in Figures 1 and 2 after it is removed from association 
with the razor; 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary view of the head of the 
razor shown in Figures 1 and 2 with the head assembly 
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being shown in the open position adapted to receive a 
razor blade; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of a portion 
of the head of the: razor shown in Figures 1 and 2, to 
gether with the edge of a razor blade disposed in opera 
tive association therewith. - . . . . 
Turning now to Figure 1, a safety razor made by the 

Gillette Safety Razor. Company of Boston, Massachusetts, 
is shown therein indicated generally by the numeral. 10. 
A converter 12 embodying the invention is shown dis 
posed in operative relation with the guard 14 on the 
head of the razor. As best shown in Figure 2, the head 
of the razor is made up of a number of moving parts 
which are adapted to open and close, thus permitting 
ready insertion of a razor blade: as desired. These parts 
comprise the two wing portions 16 and 18 which are 
pivotaliy mounted in the cross bars. 20 and 22, which 
are in turn carried by a longitudinally movable center 
post 24. This post 24 moves longitudinally in response 
to rotation of the lower end 26 of the razor which may 
be rotated independently of the main-body, 28 of the 
handle of the razor. - · · · · · 
As the longitudinally movable center post 24 is moved 

into the handle member 28 by appropriate', rotation of 
the end 26 thereof, the two wing portions 16 and 18 are 
moved into close association with the center post 24, as 
best shown in Figure 2... if a razor blade has previously 
been inserted over the center post 24, which has an 
elongated top 30, this movement of the two wing por 
tions 16 and 18 causes the blade to assume to arcuate 
disposition with the two cutting edges thereof protruding 
out from beneath the outer edges of the two wing por 
tions. This disposition of the blade edge is best shown 
in Figure 5 and it may be seen that the edge of the blade 
32 is in spaced relation to the guard 14, and likewise 
the converter 12 has its upper edge spaced slightly from 
the edge 32. - 

Because of the cross sectional configuration of th 
converter 12, it is capable of being readily disposed on 
the guard 14, as is best shown in Figure 1. The con 
verter 12, thus, in effect, becomes a sheath for the guard 
14 into which the guard may be inserted in an endwise 
fashion when desired. Once the converter has been so 
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disposed, it will be firmly held in that position by its 
natural resiliency, since it will be designed so that the 
fit will normally be quite snug. Furthermore, the con 
verter as best shown in Figure 5 is provided with a 
lower lip 34 adapted to underlie the lower edge 36 of 
the guard 4 and an upper lip 38 adapted to overlie the 
angular portion 40 of the guard. Because of this con 
figuration, the converter cannot be removed under normal 
circumstances from association with the guard 4 ex 
cept by an endwise sliding movement. The main body 
42 of the guard preferably is made of increased thick 
ness so that the finger of the individual using the con 
verter can be utilized to apply pressure endwise to the 
converter by application to this widened area. 
The upper lip 38 is so designed that it is disposed in 

spaced relation to the edge 32 of the blade so that there 
is no danger of dulling of the edge by contact with the 
converter. Likewise, the upper lip 38 is of a thickness 
and configuration such that when the wings 16 and 18 are 
raised into the position shown in Figure 4, there is ade 
quate clearance between the outer edge 44 of the wing 
16 and the upper edge 38 of the converter 12. 
The converter thus described is therefore readily ap 

plied to either the guard 14 or the guard 46, as desired, 
and yet does not interfere with the normal functioning 
of the movable portions of the head of the razor. In 
actual use the converter can be permitted to remain in 
association with only one of the guard members, such 
as the guard 14, and after the edge of the razor blade 
oppositely disposed to the guard 14 has become dull, the 
blade may be turned over so that the unused edge is 
brought into association with the guard 46. On the 
other hand, because of the ease with which the converter 
may be removed and applied to the guards, it is also 
possible to move the converter 12 from association with 
the guard 14 after the edge on the opposite side of the 
razor has become dull and to insert the guard 46 into 
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the converter 12 so as to prevent the 
razor blade from being utilized. 
The device described can therefore be used to accom 

plish the objects set out above and enables the user of 
a double-edge safety razor to obtain more efficient utili 
zation of double-edge razor blades. To aid in the actual 
use of a razor to which the converter has been applied 
it has been found desirable to use brightly colored ma 
terial, such as a red plastic, for the converter so that not 
only is it impossible to shave with the side of the razor 
having the converter disposed thereon, but there is also 
a visual signal given by the brightly colored converter 
that that side of the razor is not capable of being utilized 
for the normal shaving operation. 

In the drawing and specification, there has been set 
forth a preferred embodiment of the invention, and al 
though specific terms are employed, they are used in a 
generic and descriptive sense only and not for purposes 
of limitation. Changes in form and in the proportion of 
parts, as well as the substitution of equivalents are con 
templated, as circumstances may suggest or render º ex 
pedient, without departing from the spirit or scope of 
this invention as further defined in the following claims. 

It is claimed: 
1. A single edge converter for a double-edge safety 

razor having a substantially L-shaped depending guard 
bar disposed in closely spaced relation to each edge of a 
double-edge razor blade when the latter is disposed in 
operative position in said razor comprising a sheath 
member having a cross-sectional configuration such that 
said guard may be removably inserted therein, a lower 
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lip on said sheath member adapted to underlie the lower 
edge of said depending guard bar, and an upper lip on 
said sheath member adapted to overlie the angular por 
tion of said guard. ??.-? 

2. A single edge converter for a double-edge safety 
razor having a substantially L-shaped depending guard 
bar disposed in closely spaced relation to each edge of a 
double-edge razor blade when the latter is disposed in 
operative position in said razor comprising a sheath 
member having a cross sectional configuration such that 
said guard may be removably inserted therein, a lower 
lip on said sheath member adapted to underlie the lower 
edge of said depending guard bar, an upper lip on said 
sheath member adapted to overlie the angular portion 
of said guard, and a main body portion on said sheath 
member of greater thickness adapted to be disposed ad 
jacent the depending arm of said L-shaped guard. 
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