
March 4, 1930. R. H. THAYER 1,749,400 
IDENTIFICATION KEY TAG 

Filed March 16, 1928 

A. E35 22e. A) e/ BY rape 
4-----4667&d 

ATTORNEYS 

  



Patented Mar. 4, 1930 

UNITED STATES 

1,749,400 

PATENT OFFICE 
REUEL, H, THAYER, OF Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR, TO THAYER TELKEE 
CORPORATION, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, A CORPORATION OF CALIFORNIA 

IDENTIFICATION KEY TAG 

Application filed March 16, 1928. Serial No. 262,219. 
This invention relates to identification tags 

for keys or the like adapted to be permanent 
ly secured to a key and more particularly re 
lates to an improvement in the identification 
tag and the means to secure the key thereto and is an improvement on my copending ap 
plication, Serial No. 39,922, filed June 27, 
1925, which is now matured into Patent No. 
1,668,833, entitled “Key ring and identifica 
tion tag, granted May 8, 1928. 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

provide an identification tag which may be 
permanently locked to a key so that the key 
may be easily and quickly distinguished from 

15 other keys or similar objects by the charac 
teristic insignia on the tag. 
c. Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide an identification tag which may be easi 
ly and simply constructed at low cost and may 

20 be attached to the key or other object with 
out the use of tools or extra equipment. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide an identification tag which may be read 
ily and permanently attached to a key or 

25 other object for use in connection with key 
boards or other filing devices to facilitate 
filing and to more readily detect loss. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a more simple identification tag hav 
30 ing fewer operating parts rendering it more 

convenient to manufacture, cheaper to con 
struct and more satisfactory to use. 

Further objects and advantages of this 
invention will appear from the following 

35 description thereof together with the at 
tached drawings illustrating a preferred 
form of embodiment and in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the im 
proved identification tag with the loop open; 

40 Figure 2 is a side view partially in Sec 
tion showing the construction of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a side view of the tag with the 
loop in locked position with parts broken 
away to show the construction thereof; and, 

45. Figure 4 is a perspective view of a por 

tion of the metallic loop showing the details 
of construction. 
The improved identification tag or mark 

er comprises a tag 10 which may be of any 
desired shape although it has been shown in 
the preferred form as being oblong and is 50 

provided with an aperture 12 permitting the 
tag to be suspended from a hook or other 
device. Cooperating with and attached to 
the identification tag 10 is strip 14 preferably 
of metal which is adapted to be placed 
through a hole 16 in a key 18 and to be folded 
on itself as shown in Figure 3 to secure the 
key to the tag. 

For the purpose of permanently retaining 
the strip 14 to the tag 10, one end of the me 
tallic strip 14 is provided with outstanding 
ears 20, flanges 22 and a tongue 24. The tag 
10 is provided with narrow, short slits 26 at 
the end, which are of a width and thickness 
sufficient to receive the outstanding ears 20 
on the strip 14. These ears are projected 
through the tag 10 and the surplus 20° is 
bent over to permanently secure the strip 14 
to the tag. The flanges 22 space the metallic 
strip from the tag 10 for a purpose to be here 
inafter shown. 
The opposite end of the metallic strip 14 is 

provided with a square end 28 and a substan 
tially square hole 30 therein and when the 
strip has been projected into the key or other 
device to which it is to be permanently at 
tached, the free end of the strip will be passed 
between the tag or marker 10 and the strip, 
fitting in the space provided by the flanges 
22, past the tongue 24. The aperture 30 then 
passes beyond the tongue 24 and the tongue 
will resiliently spring into the aperture 30, 
preventing the end 28 of the strip 14 from 
being withdrawn. From an inspection of 
Figure 3, the tongue 24 projecting into the 
aperture 30 of the end 28 is shown so locked 
into position that it will be impossible to 
withdraw the end of the strip and the key is 
thereby fastened permanently to the tag. 
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The tag may be made of any convenient ma 
terial such as fiber, brass, cardboard, celluloid or other material and is particularly adapted 
to be marked for identification. If a metal 
tag is used it may be suitably marked by 
stamping or by other means which will form a 
character or a series of characters or other 
identification on the surface thereof. Ma 
terials such as fiber, dull celluloid or card 
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board may be readily marked for identifica 
tion with eitherink or indelible pencil, or may 
be colored in a distinguishing manner. 
The metallic strip 14 may be preferably 

made of brass or any other material which is 
substantially flexible and by forcing the free 
end into the opening left by the flange 22 and 
secured by the tongue 24, the strip cannot 
come loose, thereby insuring that a tag once 
put on will remain attached to the key on 
which it was originally placed. 
The construction of the tag is exceedingly 

cheap, requiring the minimum of forming 
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operations and but a single operation in as 
sembly. The metallic strip 14 may be formed 
in a die in but two operations, one of which 
will stamp out the shape and the other which 
will fold up the ears. This permits the single 
operation in assembly in which the ears 20 
are projected through the slots 26 and the sur 
plus folded over. - - 
The tags can be made in large quantities 

and it is only necessary to form a hole 12, two 
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slots 26 and if desired the opening 32. The 
hole 32 is adjacent the end of the tongue 24 
and in case of mistake in attaching a tag to 
a key, it is possible to project a knife point or 
a small nail into the hole and force the 
tongue through the aperture 30 and thereby 
release the end 28 of the strip. 
The lugs or ears 20 are really extensions of 

the flanges 22 at the sides, and the ends of 
these two flanges below the ears form shoul 
ders which engage the edges of the tag 10, and 
stop the lugs 20, after they have passed 
through the slots 26 a certain distance. The 
end of the strip 14, with the flanges 22 form 
with the tag a pocket for receiving the oppo 
site end of the strip which has the aperture 30. 

50 
It will be obyious that simplicity in con 

struction as well as extreme cheapness is com 
bined with dependability, and the permanent 
nature of the attachment. When once at 
tached, the key will become a permanent part 
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of the tag and the tag may be conveniently 
placed on any form of key rack or key filing 
cabinet or other device and such identified 
key will be readily noticed. The identifica 
tion is positive, quick and unmistakable. It 
will be noted that no tools are required to at 
tach the key or other device to the marker 
tag and it will also be seen that there are no 
parts to become separated and loose. 
The identification or marker tag is perma 

nently secured to the metallic strip loop and, 
in the locked position both ends of the loop 

1,749,400 
are secured to each other and therefore to the 
marker tag. This construction obviates the 
necessity of searching for a marker tag in One 
place and the securing loop in another. Both 
are always locked together. 
While I have shown a preferred form of 

embodiment of the device, it will be obvious 
that other modifications may be made and I 
therefore desire a broad interpretation of the 
invention within the scope of the description 
thereof and as embraced in the following ap 
pended claims. 

claim: 
1. A marker for keys comprising a tag, a 

strip attached to said tag, said strip having 
means forming a pocket with the tag adja 
cent the point of attachment thereto, a tongue 
on the strip projecting into said pocket, 
and means on the end of said strip remote 
from the point of attachment projecting into 
Said pocket and cooperating with said tongue 
to permanently secure both ends of the strip 
together adjacent the tag. 
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2. A metallic strip for attaching a key or 
similar device to an identification tag com 
prising a strip having at one end upstanding 
ears and upstanding flanges, and an upstand 
ing tongue, said ears being adapted to be 
passed through the tag and bent to attach 
said strip to the tag, the strip with its flanges 
then forming a pocket with the tag, the other 
end of said strip being shaped to E. into said 
pocket and receive said tongue to prevent 
withdrawal of the said end from the said 
pocket. . . . . - 

3. A marker for attachment to a key or 
similar device comprising a tag, said tag pre 
senting a readily marked surface, and a key 
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attaching element secured to said tag, the 
said element forming a pocket adjacent the 05 

end of the tag, a tongue on said element and 
extending into said pocket, and means on the 
unattached end of the attaching element co 
operating with said pocket and tongue to 
permanently secure said latter end adjacent 
the tag. 

4. A metallic strip for connection with an 
identification tag, said strip having an over 
turned flange at one end with similar flanges 
at opposite sides adjacent the first flange, the 
flanges at the sides having projecting ears to 
be passed through slots in said tag to secure 
the strip to the tag, the end of the strip with 
the flanges forming with the tag, a pocket 
adjacent to the point of attachment, and a 
tongue carried by the end of the strip in said 
pocket, the opposite end of the strip hav 
ing an aperture so that when it is inserted 
into said pocket, it will be engaged with the 
tongue and retained in the pocket. 

5. The combination with an identification 
tag of a metallic strip, said strip having an 
overturned flange on the end with similar flanges at its opposite sides adjacent the first 
flange, the flanges at the sides having ears to 
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be passed through slits in the tag to attach 
the strip thereto, the strip with the flanges 
forming with the tag a pocket at the point of 

10 

attachment, and a tongue carried by the strip 
projecting into the pocket, the opposite end 
of the strip being apertured so that when 
inserted into the pocket it will be engaged 
and retained by the tongue, the tag having an 
aperture adjacent to the tongue to enable the 
tongue to be moved to release the apertured 
end of the strip. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my signature to this specification. 
REUEL H. THAYER. 
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