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(57) Abstract: Proposed is a maintenance device for a liquid ejection head,
the maintenance device being provided with a small-size and compact
switching mechanism capable of driving a suction pump and wipers by ap-
propriately selecting a drive force from a drive source. A maintenance device
(40) has caps (64(1)-65(4)), wipers (75(1)-75(4)), a suction pump (94) which
sucks waste ink from the caps (64(1)-65(4)), a cap drive transmission mech-
anism (80) which moves the caps (64(1)-65(4)) in the cap movement direc-
tion (V), a wipet/pump drive transmission mechanism (90) which moves the
wipers and which drives the suction pump (94), and a drive switching mech-
anism (100) which, depending on the position of movement of the caps,
switches the drive of the wiper/pump drive transmission mechanism (90) to
the drive of the suction pump (94) or to the movement of the wipers.
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