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JACK HANDLE 

Application filed August 8, 1927. Serial No. 211,415. 
This invention relates to operating handles 

and more particularly to handles for oper 
ating that type of jacks having a rotary actu 
ating member. 
Jack handles have been provided that col lapse in the middle so that they may be more 

conveniently carried in an automobile and 
like vehicle but this construction has not pro 
vided a satisfactory means for rendering the 
hinge portion of the handle in a rigid fixed position when in alined operative position 
and thereby renders the handle useless in 
pushing the jack under the car, the advisa 
bility of which is obvious to those acquainted 
with the use of this device. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

collapsable jack handle comprising a plu 
15 

rality of relatively movable links and means 
for rendering the links in rigid fixed relation 
when they are in alined operative positions. 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a folding jackhandle comprising a plu 
rality of collapsable links and a novel means 
for connecting the said links. 
These and other objects that may be made 

25 apparent throughout the further description 
of the invention are attained by means of the 
device hereinafter described and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is an elevational view of a jack 
handle embodying the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of a portion 
of Fig. 1 turned at 90°. . . . 

Figs. 3 and 4 are fragmental views of one 
35 end of a link disposed at 90° one to the other. 

Figs. 5 and 6 are fragmental views of the 
other end of a link disposed at 90° one to 
the other. . . . Fig. 7 is a fragmental view partly in cross 

40 section showing the hand grip of the actu 
lating portion of the handle and, 

Fig. 8 is a fragmental view partly in cross 
section of the main portion of the jackhandle 
showing a hand grip. . . . 

45 This invention comprises in general a col 

lapsable jack handle having one of its ends 
adapted to engage a jack and an actuating 
member disposed on its other end for actuat 

- ing the handle and a main body portion com 
prising a plurality of collapsable inter 
changeable links. and means for releasably 
and rigidly clamping the links in alined op 
erative position. 
The handle is provided at one of its ends 

With a portion 11 adapted to engage a jack, 
an actuating member 12 disposed on the other 
end of the jack handle of the usual conven 
tional type having in addition a novel grip 
handle 13 disposed on its free end and means 
14 disposed on the other end for connecting 
the member 12 with the main body portion 
15 of the handle. The main body portion 
represented in its entirety by 15 will be here 
inafter described. - ... " 
The main body portion 15 consists of a 

plurality of interchangeable links 16 of any 
predetermined length and it is apparent that 
any number of these links may be used to ob 
tain a jack handle of any desired length. 
The means 14 for connecting the links are 

best understood by referring to Figs. 3, 4, 5 
and 6. Figs. 3 and 4 illustrate the construc 
tion of one end of the link 16 showing a flange 
portion 17 having a diameter of substantially 
half the diameter of the body portion of the 
link 16, the flange portion 17 having an ex 
tended lug or ear at right angles to the axes 
of the link. The flange portion 17 is pro 
vided with an opening 18 and a projection 19 
the purpose of which will be described below 
in connection with the construction of the 
other end of the link or the cooperating end 
of an adjacent link. Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate 
the other end of the link 16 having a flange 
portion 21 of substantially the same shape 
having an opening 22 and a groove 23 for 
registering and receiving the opening 18 and 
projection 19 respectively of a cooperating 
link 16. It will therefore be understood that 
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Figs. 3 and 4 illustrate one end of a link 16 
and Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate the other end. 

In assembling the jackhandle the cooperat 
ing ends of a pair of links are placed in en 
gagement with each other, alining the open 
ings 18 and 22 and the projection 19 and 
groove 23 respectively. The openings 18 and 
22 are adapted to receive any suitable clamp 
ing means such as a bolt 24 having a clamp 
ing nut 25 for rigidly clamping the links to 
gether or releasing them to such extent as 
will permit the disengagement of the pro 
jection 19 from the groove 23 and permit the 
links to be rotated about the bolt 24 in a lat 
eral direction towards one another. 
The links 16 are provided with beveled 

portions 26 adjacent each of the flange por 
tions 17 and 18 for permitting lateral move 
ment of the cooperating links when the 
clamping bolt 24 is released and the projec 
tion 19 is disengaged from the groove 23. 

It can be seen from Fig. 1 that the lugs or 
ears of flanges 17 and 21 terminate in a direc 
tion substantially at right angles with the 
axis of the link 16 and in opposite directions 
for permitting the collapsing of adjacent 
links 16 in opposite directions. - 
The end of the portion 11 adjacent the link 

16.is provided with a flange constructed simi 
arly to that provided for one end of a link 
16 and one end of the actuating portion 12 is 

35 

provided with a flange constructed substan 
tially the same as the other end of the link 
16 thereby permitting the connection of the 
actuating portion 12 to the portion 11 or to 
any link extending from the portion 11. 
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The link 16 adapted to be positioned ad 
jacent the actuating portion 12 is provided 
with a hand grip 27 of cylindrical shape in 
closing a portion of the link 16. This link 16 
is also provided with integral collars 28 and 
29 for maintaining the hand grip 27 in the 
desired position. The link 16 is adapted to 
rotate freely within the hand grip. 
The free end of the actuating member 12 

is provided with a hand grip 13 as above 
stated. The hand grip 13 having an inward 
ly curved portion 31 is adapted to cooperate 
with a groove 32 in the free end of the actuat 
ing member 12 for maintaining the grip 13. 
in position. The free end of the member 12 

... is adapted to rotate freely within the hand 
grip 13 so that the surface of the hand grip 
27 and 13 will remain stationary with respect 
to the surface of the operator's hand and 
permit the associating part of the handle to 
move free therein. 

It will be seen from the above description 
that we have provided a collapsable operat 
ing handle comprising a plurality of inter 
changeable links that will permit the handle 
to be folded up into a compact arrangement 
and means associated with the links for se 

45 
curing the links in rigid fixed relation when 
the links are in alined operative position. 
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While we have illustrated and described 
but one embodiment of this invention it will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
certain changes, modifications, substitutions, 
additions and omissions may be made in the 
apparatus described without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 
We claim: 
i. A folding jackhandle comprising a plu 

rality of interchangeable links, each of said 
links being adapted to fold in opposite di 
rections to its adjacent link and means for 
rigidly clamping the said links in fixed rela 
tion when the said links are in alined posi 
tion, the said means comprising a groove in 
one end of each link for receiving a pro 
jection on the cooperating end of another link 
and a clamping device extending through 
openings in the cooperating ends of the links. 

2. A joint for fastening a plurality of 
metal links together, comprising a flanged 
portion. On the end of the one link having an 
off-center cylindrical opening and a groove 
therein, a flanged portion on a second link 
having an off-center cylindrical opening and 
a projection thereon adapted to cooperate 
with the opening and groove on the first link, 
and means extending through the correspond 
ing cylindrical openings when the links are 
in aligned position to rigidly hold the said 
links in fixed relation to each other. 

3. A joint for fastening a plurality of 
metal links together, comprising a flanged 
end portion on one link, said flanged end 
having an extended lug and being provided 
with an off-center cylindrical opening and a 
projection, a cooperating flanged end por 
tion on a second link, said flanged end hav 
ing an extended lug and being provided with 
an off-center cylindrical opening and a 
groove, the said off-center cylindrical open 
ing and groove of the second link being adapt 
ed to cooperate and receive the cylindrical 
opening and projection of the first flanged 
portion and a clamping device for rigidly 
fastening the links in fixed relation when they 
are in aligned position extending through the 
corresponding openings. 

4. A joint for fastening a plurality of 
metal links together, comprising a flanged 
portion on the end of one link having a lat 
erally extending groove therein, a flanged 
portion on a second link having a laterally 
extending projection thereon adapted to co 
operate with the groove on the first men 
tioned link, and means extending through 
openings in said flanged portions for secure 
ly holding said links in fixed relation to each 
other. 

5. A joint for rigidly fastening a plural 
ity of metal links together, comprising a 
flanged portion on the end of a link having 
a laterally extending lug provided with a 
groove at substantially right angles to the 
longitudinal axis of said link, a flanged por 
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tion on the end of another link having a 

10 

5 

laterally extending lug provided with a pro 
jection thereon at substantially right angles 
to the axis of said link adapted to be re 
ceived in the groove in the lug on said first 
mentioned flanged portion, and means ex 
tending through openings in said lugs for 
rigidly securing said links together. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set 
our names this 28th day of July, 1927. 

WALTER, E. LARSON. 
JOHN H. KOHLER. 
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