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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FRANK HAGGERTY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Athletes 
Guards, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
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My invention relates to improvements in 
athletes guards, especially adapted for use 
by foot hall players, and has for its object. 
the provision of an improved guard of this 
character adapted to protect the body of the 
wearer in the Legion of the kidneys and hips. 
The invention consists in the combinations 

and arrangements of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention will be hest inderstood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
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forming a part of this specification, and in 
which, 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the guard de 
tached and laid out flat, Fig. 2, a longitudinal section of the same, 

Fig. 3, a transverse section of the same, Fig. 4, a view of a back guard employed 
in the construction shown detached, 

Fig. 5, a view taken at right angles to 
Fig. 4, and 

Fig. 6, a partial perspective view illus 
trating the guard in position of use. 
The preferred form of construction as 

illustrated in the drawings comprises a cen 
tral back guard 7, which is provided with a 
padding 8 at its inner side, and a stiffening 
E. 9, of fiber composition or similar 
material, embedded therein, the whole being 
covered with canvas or other similar mate 
rial. Side 5's 10 are arranged at each side 
of the bac 

dicated. Each of the side guards 10 is pro 
vided with a padding 11 at its inner side 
and a stiffening board 12 embedded therein, 
the whole being covered with canvas or simi 
lar material, as before. At its outer face 
the back guard 7 is provided with two non 
elastic straps 13 secured at their ends but 
free at their central portions and elastie 
straps 14 are secured at their ends to the 

guards 10 and 
are passed loosely under the straps 13. 

Supplemental elastic straps 15 are secured 
at their ends to the adjoining edges of the 
back and side guard members 7 and 10, said 

guard to coöperate therewith, 
and being considerably larger in size, as in 

straps 15 being looped, as shown, so as to 
permit of free movements between said 
gllar members. By this arrangement a 
flexible and elastic hinged connection is 
effected between the guard members which 
adapts the same to readily fit the body of 
the wearer and to yield there with when in 
use, but at the same time protect the same 
against injury. Hip guards 16 are hingedly 
secured to the side guards 10 depending 
therefron. Each of said hip guards 16 is 
provided with a padding 17 at its inner face 
and a stiffening board 18 is embedded 
the rein, the whole heing covered with can 
was oi' other similar material and stitched to 
the corresponding side giards. An adjust 
able elastic sectring strap 19 is secured to 
one (if the side guards 10 and is equipped 
with a buckle part or fastening 20 adapted 
to detachably engage a corresponding part 
o' buckle fastening 21 on the other side 
gllard 10, so as to permit of the device being 
secured and adjusted about the body of the 

gettie, 

I use the guard is adjusted about the 
hotly of the wearer with the back guard 7 
positioned over the small of the back and 
the side guards 10 against the adjoining 
sides of the wearer, in which position the 
hip guards 6 will naturally assume position 
over the hip joints. This will furnish pro 
tection against injury to the guarded por 
tions of the body of the wearer and at the 
same time be flexible enough to permit of 
free movement. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred form of construction for carrying 
my invention into effect, this is capable of 
variation and modification without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. I, 
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therefore, do not wish to be limited to the . 
precise details of construction set forth, but 
desire to avail myself of such variations and 
modifications as come within the scope of 
the appended claims. 

Having described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A device of the class described com 
prising a guard arranged to fit against the 
back of the wearer; guards hingedly con 
nected with the opposite sides of said back 
guard hip guards hingedly connected with 
said side guards and depending therefrom; 
and means for securing the device about the 
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body of the wearer, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A device of the class described con 
prising a padded guard a tanged to fit 
against the back of the wearer; padded 
guards hitgedly connected with the opposite 
sides of said back guard; padded hip guards 
hingedly connected with said side guards 
and depending therefrom; stiffening boards 
embedded in each of said guards; and means 
for securing the device about the body of 
the wearer, substantially as described, 

3. A device of the class described colm 
prising a guard arranged to fit against the 
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back of the wearer; guards itingedly and 
elastically connected with the opposite side: of said back guard; hip gards hingedly 
connected with said side guards and de 
pending therefron; and means for securing 
the device about the body of the wearer, sub-. 
stantially, as described. 
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4. A device of the class described cona 
prising a padded guard arranged to it, 
against the back of the wearer; padded 
guards hingedly and elastically connected 
with the opposite sides of Saii back guard; 
padded hip guards hingedly connected with 
said side guards and depending therefron; 
stiffening boards embedded in each of said 
guards; and means for securing the device. 
about the body of the wearer, substantially 
as described. 

5. A device of the class described con rising a padded back guard arranged to 
t against the back of the wearer; padded 
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side guards arranged at opposite slues of 
said irack guard; straps on the outer face 
of said back guard; elastic straps connecting 
said side guards and passing under said 
back straps; supplemental looped elastic 
connections between the adjoining edges of 
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said back and side guards; padded hip 
guards hingedly connected with said side 
guards and depending therefrom; stiffening 
boards embedded in each of said guards; 
and means for securing the levice about the 
body of the wearer, substantially as de 
scribed. 

6. A device of the class described con 
prising a back guard; side guards: a flexible 
connection between said side guards slidably 
connected with sail back guard; and sup 
pleinstal looet flexible connections he 
tween said side and back guards, substan 
tially as described, 

7. A device of the class described com 
prisis a hick guard; side guards; a flexi 
he elistic connection between said side 
guards and slicably ('' injected with said 
back glard ; and sapleiate fat looped flexi 
lie siastic: :ot the 'tio ins; between saic: side and 
}}ack gia: 'is, substantially as bed. 

a tesfiriny shii'eof have signed any 
alue to this sitecification it the presence of 

two subscribing witnesses. 
FRANK I A((ERY. 

Witnesses: 
J's HUAR. H. PoTTs, 
I, L.N F. LILLIS. 
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