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The present invention relates to an auxiliary top or 
top label for containers and has particular reference 
to such a top or label to be applied to fibre milk con 
tainers having a hingeable friction plug closure sealing 
a dispensing opening in the top of the container. 
when a standard construction of container such as 

the well known flat top, rectangular, fibre milk contain 
er having a friction plug closure is made for a large 
number of dairies requiring different advertising matter 
or instructions on the top of the containers, the prepara 
tion and assembling of the tops to the containers dur 
ing their manufacture is greatly complicated and requires 
large inventories and storage facilities of finished con 
tainers for each dairy which add considerably to the 
cost of the containers. . 
The instant invention contemplates overcoming. these 

difficulties by the provision of an auxiliary top disk or 
top label which can be printed by the dairy and readily 
assembled to the completed container coming from the 
container factory after it is filled at the dairy. 
An object of the invention is the provision of an 

auxiliary top disk or top label which may be produced 
as a separate item and may be readily assembled with a 
standard filled milk container by the dairy. 
Another object is the provision of such an auxiliary 

top or top label which will readily fit within the recess 
in the top of the container and may be locked in place 
by engagement with the regular friction plug closure 
provided on the container. 

Another object is the provision of such an auxiliary 
top or top label which may not only bear specific indicia, 
such as advertising matter or instructions but also readily 
serve as an overcap to cover and protect the friction 
plug closure as well as the recessed top of the container 
against contamination. - - - 

Numerous other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be apparent as it is better understood from 
the following description, which, taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings, discloses a preferred 
embodiment thereof. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a sealed milk con 

tainer having applied thereto a top label or auxiliary 
top embodying the instant invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the top portion of the 
container shown in Fig. 1 with the top label illustrated 
in exploded relation thereto as before assembly with 
the container; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 and illustrating how 
the top label is assembled with the container; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modified form of 
top label with a protective overcap portion adapted to 
be secured thereto illustrated in exploded relation to 
the label; 
- Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken substantial 
ly along a vertical plane indicated by 
Fig. 1; the lines 5-5 in 

2 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged top plan view of a modified 

form of the auxiliary top or top label shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 7 is an enlarged top plan view of the container 

shown in Fig. 1, with the modified form of top label 
shown in Fig. 6 applied thereto, with parts broken away 
and parts shown in section; 
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Fig. 8 is an enlarged top plan view of a further modi 
fied form of the auxiliary top or top label shown in 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged top plan view of the container 
shown in Fig. 1, with the modified form of top label 
shown in Fig. 4 applied thereto; and 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 4 illus 
trating a still further modified form of the overcap. 
As a preferred or exemplary embodiment of the in 

vention the drawings illustrate a printed auxiliary top 
or top label 21 (Figs. 1, 2 and 3) for a fibre milk con 
tainer 22 of the character disclosed in United States 
Patent 2,085,979 issued July 6, 1937, to John M. Hoth 
ersall on Container. Such a container comprises a rec 
tangular shaped body 23 (Fig. 1) having a necked-in 
top marginal edge portion which terminates in flat flanges 
25 overlapping and adhesively securing in place a flat 
top end member or disk 26 (Figs. 2 and 3). The flanges 
25 set off in the top portion of the container a sunken 
panel or recess 27. 
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In one corner, the top end member 26 is provided with 
a circular filling and dispensing opening 31 (see Fig. 
5) Sealed with a friction plug closure element 32 which 
is hingedly connected to the top end member 26, as shown 
in Fig. 2, and which has its plug portion expanded in 
side the container after the container is filled to secure 
the friction plug 32 against displacement. Exteriorly 
of the container, the friction plug 32 is provided with 
laterally extended flanges 33 (Figs. 2, 3 and 5) which 
seat against the top end member 26 and overlap the ad 
jacent body flanges 25. The friction plug 32 is further 
provided with a lip 35 which extends over and under the 
body flanges 25 at the adjacent corner of the container 
to protect the pouring surfaces against contamination. 
The printed auxiliary top or top label 2 (Fig. 2) pref 

erably is a flat Substantially rectangular shaped blank 
of a size adapted to fit snugly within the panel recess 27 
in the top of the container. The top face of the blank 
is provided with any desired printed matter or indicia 
Such as advertising or instruction or the like. At the 
pouring corner, the label blank is formed with lateral 
corner extensions 37 which project beyond the rectangular 
periphery of the blank a distance substantially equal to the 
top width of the container flanges 25. These extensions 
37 extend from the corner, along the diverging edges of 
the blank for a distance slightly greater than the width 
of the friction plug 32 as measured across its flanges 33. 

In this corner extension, the label blank is provided 
with two spaced and parallel diagonal slits 38 which ex 
tend inwardly from the outer edge of the two extensions 
37, into the blank for substantially the length of the fric 
tion plug closure element 32. The slits 38 are spaced 
apart a distance substantially equal to the unexpanded 
diameter of the friction plug. These slits 33 set off be 
tween them and in the corner of the label a free rela 
tively wide cover tongue 41 and a pair of adjacent rela 
tively narrow retainer tongues 42 disposed one on each 
side of the cover tongue 41. 

in assembling the auxiliary top or top label 22 with 
the container, the label is positioned diagonally on the 
top of the container as best shown in Fig. 3, with the 
cover tongue 4i slightly raised and overlapping the fric 
tion plug closure element 32 and the retainer tongues 
42 are wedged under the flanges 33 of the friction plug. 
The label is then pushed toward the friction plug until 
it seats in the panel recess 27 in the top of the container 
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as shown in Fig. 1. In this fully applied position of the 
... label, it is snugly disposed in the container panel recess 
27 with its top face substantially flush with the top faces 
of the container flanges 25. Its cover tongue 41 fully 
overlaps and covers the friction plug 32 and its retainer 
tongues 42 are disposed under the friction plug flanges 33 
with the unexpanded diameter portion of the plug located 
between the retainer tongues 42 as best shown in Fig. 5. 
The label 21 is thus locked in the panel recess 27 against 
displacement and the friction plug element 32 is pro 
tected against contamination, - 
As a further protection against contamination, the 

slit corner section of the label 21 may be protected by an 
overcap 45 (Fig. 4). This overcap 45 preferably is of 
triangular shape to fit the corner of the label and may 
be made of a transparent material, such as glassine, 
"cellophane" or the like. The overcap 45 preferably 
is secured to the label 21 by adhesive 46 (see Fig. 4) 
applied to the outer face of the cover tongue 41 and 
along a narrow band 47 applied to the label across its outer 
face at right angles to and adjacent the inner end of the 
cover tongue 41 as shown in Fig. 4. The overcap, thus 
attached to the label is free along the edges of the retainer 
tongues 42 and permits of application of the label to the 
container without interfering with the overcap 45. The 
overcap thus covers the slits 38 and provides additional 
protection against contamination of the top of the con 
tainer (see Fig. 9). - 

Instead of the one-piece overcap 45 shown in Fig. 4, 
the slits 38 in the label 21 may be covered by individual 
strip overcaps 48 as shown in Fig. 10. These strip over 
caps 43 along three edges are adhesively secured respec 
tively to the cover tongue 41, the adjacent retainer tongue 
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42 and the label at the inner end of the slits, leaving the 
end of the strip overcap adjacent the outer end of a slit 
unsecured and free to permit engagement of the retainer 
tongue 42 under the flange 33 of the friction plug 32 in 
the same manner as in the label with the one-piece over 
cap 45. 
With such a construction of auxiliary top or top label, 

either with or without the overcap, an advertising medium 
for the top of the container is provided as a separate itern 
which may be printed independently of the container body. 
and is quickly and readily changeable to suit existing con 
ditions, without in any manner interfering with the regular 
manufacturing processes involved in producing the con 
tainer as a standard item. 
As a modified form of the invention as shown in Figs. 

6, 7 and 8, retainer tongues. 42 of the auxiliary top or 
top label 2 are formed to produce a wedging action 
against the sides of the unexpanded diameter portion of 
the friction plug 32 when the label is in place on the 
container. For this purpose, the label 2i as shown in 
Fig. 6. is provided with a pair of short spaced and con 
verging sits 53 which merge, at peaks 52 into a pair of 
relatively longer spaced and diverging slits 53 thus provid 
ing a pair of spaced chevron shaped slits having their peaks 
52 oppositely disposed and spaced apart. The spacing 
of the peaks 52 is equal to a distance slightly less than 
the unexpanded diameter portion of the friction plug 32 
so that the diverging portions 53 of the slits engage against 
the sides of the friction plug at a wedging angle thereto 
as shown in Fig. 7, and thus form a lock around the plug, 
the peaks 52 of the sits being disposed between the corner 
or lip 35 of the plug and the center of its diameter por 
tion to facilitate this wedging action. - 
The modified form of the invention shown in Fig. 8 

is substantially the same as that shown in Fig. 6 with 
the exception that the chevron shaped slits defining the 
cover tongue 41 and the retainer tongues 42, inerge into 
sharply converging extension slits 55 the ends of which 

With these extension slits terishinate in spaced relation. 
55, the slits 51, 53 which make up the chevron shaped 
slits may be disposed at a more acute angle, and thereby 
facilitate or increase the locking feature. 
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4. 
It is thought that the invention and many of its at 

tendant advantages will be understood from the foregoing 
description, and it will be apparent that various changes 
may be made in the form, construction and arrangement 
of the parts without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention or sacrificing all of its material advan 
tages, the form hereinbefore described being merely a 
preferred embodiment thereof. 

I claim: 
1. The combination of a container having a flat recessed 

top provided with a dispensing opening therein closed with 
a friction plug having side flanges overlapping the recessed 
top of the container adjacent said opening, and a flat 
label conforming to the shape of and snugly fitting with 
in the recess in the container top, said label having a pair 
of spaced slits extending inwardly from its margin to de 
fine therebetween a cover tongue overlapping and protect 
ing said friction plug, said slits also defining a pair of 
spaced retainer tongues in said label engageable beneath 
said friction plug side flanges with the plug disposed be 
tween said retainer tongues for holding said label in 
place within the recessed top of said container. 

2. The combination of a container having a flat recessed 
top provided with a dispensing opening therein closed with 
a friction plug having side flanges overlapping the recessed 
top of the contain adjacent said opening, and a flat label 
conforming to the shape of and snugly fitting within the 
recess in the container top, said label having a pair of 
spaced slits extending inwardly from its margin to define 
therebetween a cover tongue overlapping and protecting 
said friction plug, said slits further defining a pair of 
spaced retainer tongues in said label engageable beneath 
said friction plug side flanges with the plug disposed be 
tween said retainer tongues for holding said label in place 
within the recessed top of said container, and an overcap 
secured to said cover tongue and to said label adjacent 
the inner end of said cover tongue to cover and protect 
said slits, said overcap being free of attachment to said 
retainer tongues of said label. 

3. The combination of a container having a flat recessed 
top provided with a dispensing opening therein closed with 
a friction plug having side flanges overlapping the recessed 
top of the container adjacent said opening, and a flat label 
conforming to the shape of and snugly fitting within the 
recess in the container top, said label having a pair of 
spaced diverging slits extending inwardly from its margin 
to define therebetween a cover tongue overlapping and 
protecting said friction plug, said slits further defining a 
pair of spaced retainer tongues in said label engageable 
beneath said friction plug side flanges and being wedged 
against the opposite sides of said plug with the plug dis 
posed between said retainer tongues for frictionally hold 
ing said label in place in the recessed top of said container. 

4. The combination of a container having a flat rec 
tangular recessed top provided with a dispensing opening 
in one corner thereof, said opening having a friction clo 
sure plug including side flanges overlapping the recessed 
top of the container adjacent said opening, and a flat label 
conforming to the shape of and snugly fitting within the 
recess in the container top, said label having a pair of 
spaced slits extending diagonally inwardly from one mar 
ginal corner thereof to define therebetween a cover tongue 
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overlapping and protecting said friction plug, said slits 
further defining a pair of spaced retainer tongues in said 
label extending beneath the side flanges of said friction 
plug with the plug disposed between said retainer tongues 
for frictionally holding said label in place in the recessed 
top of said container. . 

5. The combination of a container having a flat recessed 
top provided with a dispensing opening closed with a fric 
tion plug having side flanges overlapping the recessed top 
of the container adjacent said opening, and a flat label 
conferming to the shape of and snugly fitting within the 
recess in the container top, said label having a pair of 
spaced slits extending inwardly from its margin to define 
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therebetween a cover tongue overlapping and protecting venting the aforesaid engagement of said retainer tongues 
said friction plug, said slits further defining a pair of beneath said friction plug side flanges. 
spaced retainer tongues in said label engaging beneath the 
side flanges of said friction plug with the plug disposed References Cited in the file of this patent 
between said retainer tongues for frictionally holding said 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 
label in place in the recessed top of said container, and an 
individual elongated overlap disposed over each of said 393 Mis? - a - - - - - - - - - - - - - -E. 28. 1822 
slits and secured to said cover tongue and to the subjacent 2341.375 E. SEG - - r - m r - a - Prm Fis 8. 2 
retainer tongue and to said label adjoining the inner ends 2,609.985 e OCCT. ------------- eb. 8, 19 
of said slits to cover and protect said slits without pre- 10 9,9 Reid ------------------- Sept. 9, 1952 


