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This invention relates to an improvement
in the construction of bracelet chains formed
of a plurality of box links connected together
by frame-shaped links; and the object of the

5 invention is to provide a frame-shaped link
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which may be easily assembled with the box-
shaped links to connect them together.
A further object of this invention is to
provide a generally rectangular frame-shap-
ed link formed of separate members which
are cut out from sheet stock with recesses in
one of the members to receive portions of the
other member in the recesses. ' :
- A still further object of the invention is to
provide notches adjacent the free ends of a
U-shaped member to receive the end portions

of a cross-bar member to complete a gener-

ally rectangularly-shaped frame link, the
separate members being interlocked by lat-
eral sliding of the same into interengage-
ment and the portions being so shaped as to
vesist detachment by longitudinal strains on
the bracelet. :

- With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, as will be more fully de-
scribed, and particularly pointed. in.the ap-
pended claims. ' )

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of several
of my improved construction. :

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the box
link in open position. - -

Figure 3 is a perspective. view of one of
the members of the connecting frame link.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the other
member of the frame link. ‘

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a box
link with parts broken away showing the
frame link as partially inserted into the box
link through openings in one of the end walls
thereof. , ,

Figire 6 is a perspective view with one of
the walls of the box broken away showing
the frame link mounted therein.

Figare 7 is a perspective view of two of
the box links connected together by the
frame link and the lip of one of the end
walls as folded over the bottom wall.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of two box
links connected together by a frame link

with portions of an end frame link broken -

away. _ L
Figure 9 is a central sectional side view of

box links connected together by frame links

two of the boxes connected by a frame link.
Tigure 10 is a perspective view of a modi-

fied form of the frame link with the mem-

bers separated. :

It is- found in praetice in assembling box
links and frame-shaped links, of advantage
to provide a frame-shaped link having. one
part which may be inserted through open-
mgs.in the end wall of a box link, a spring
positioned in place and the frame link com-
pleted by the slipping into place of a cross-
bar member thereof, and in order to accom-
plish this result in a simple and practical
manner, I have cut from sheet stock-a U-
shaped member having arms which are of a
size to be inserted through openings in one
of the end walls of the box link with notches
in the free ends of the arms to receive a cross
bar against which a spring may.abut to pex-
mit of yielding extension of: the frame and
box links when assembled ; and the following
1s a detailed description of the present em-
bodiment of the invention and showing one
construction by which these advantageous re-
sults may be accomplished :—

With reference to the drawings, 10 desig-
nates a box link which is blanked from sheet
stock and folded to provide a top wall 11,

bottom wall 12, side walls 13 and end walls
14 and 15. The end wall 14 is provided with .

spaced openings 16 through: which the side

arms 17 of the U-shaped member 18 may be

inserted, as illustrated in Figure 4, after
which a spring 19 is positioned with one end

.abutting the end wall 14 and compressed

sufficiently so that the cross-bar member 20

may be inserted into notches 21 adjacent the

free ends 22 of the arms 17 of the U-shaped

~member 18 to form an abutment for the op-

posite end of the spring 19 and to complete
the generally rectangularly shaped frame
link. v

The U-shaped member 18 is cut away to
form an enlarged opening 23 adjacent the
bridge end 24 of the U-shaped member of
the frame link to receive the end wall 15
of the box-shaped link which has its ex-
tremity or lip 25 folded over the bottom
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wall 12 to complete the box link and pre-

vent the detachment of the frame link there-
from. :

When the bracelet is in extended posi-
tion and the frame link is drawn out of the
box link the bottom wall 12 may be depressed
sufficiently- to permit of the narrow bridge
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portion 24 of the frame link to be detached

from the end wall 15 over the lip 25 to per-

Ii}lit of disengagement of the box link there-
or.

In some instances, it is desirable to in-
crease the extension of each link unit and
to accomplish this I have positioned the
cross bar member of the frame link at the
extreme end of the U-shaped arms by pro-
viding a V-shaped notch 26 in the side arms
27, as illustrated in Figure 10, and posi-

tioned ‘therein the cross-bar member 28 with

the ends 29 of a shape to fit in these V-
shaped notches whereby the cross bar 28 is
brought to the extrente ends of the frame-
shaped link to extend the opening 30 there-
in to permit of increased expansion of the
{frame relative to its box link.

Tt will be understood that the frame link
is assembled in its box link by positioning
its arms through the opening 16 and then
assembling the spring and cross-bar mem-
ber 20 therein. The cross-bar member,
which fits loosely into these notches 21 in the
ends of the arm of the U-shaped member of
the frame, is held in position by the fold-
ing of the bottom wall 12 into position,
as illustrated in Figure 9, whereby disen-
gagement of the members is prevented.

The foregoing description 1is directed
solely towards the construction illustrated,
but I desire it to be understood that I
reserve the privilege of resorting to all the
mechanical changes to which the device is
susceptible, the invention being defined and
limited only by the terms of the appended
claims,

I claim:

1. A generally rectangularly-shaped con-
necting link for a flexible bracelet compris-
ing a U-shaped member, a separate member
extending between the ends of the arms
thereof to complete the rectangular shape
thereof, formations on said members con-
sisting respectively of laterally extending
recesses in one member and with portions
of the other member of a size to be laterally
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slidable thereinto and two prevent longi-
tudinal separation of the two members.

2. A generally rectangularly-shaped con-
necting [ink for a flexible bracelet, compris-
ing a U-shaped member with laterally ex-
tending notches in its side arms adjacent
their free ends and a separate cross bar hav-
ing portions of a size to be laterally slid-
able into said notches and extending be-
tween said ends.

3. An expandible bracelet comprising a
series of box links, open frame-shaped links
connecting said box links and slidable in
one of the boxes, said frame comprising a
sheet metal U-shaped part with laterally ex-
tending notches adjacent its free ends, and a
separate bar laterally slidable into said
riotches to complete the frame to serve to
prevent longitudinal detachment of the
parts.

4, An expandible bracelet comprising a
series of box links having top and bottom
walls, a frame link connecting said box
links and slidable between said walls, said
frame coniprising a pair of separate mem-
bers, cooperating means on said members
to interlock to prevent separation longi-
tudinally of the bracelet, said interlocking
means being prevented from lateral sepa-
Eation by the top and bottom walls of said

0X. . :

5. An_expandible bracelet comprising a
series of box links, each having top, bottom,
side and end walls with spaced openings in
one end wall, a frame link having a U-
shaped member with arms in the box link

of "a size to be insertable and slidable

through said openings, a separate member
extending between the free ends of the arms,
means for interlocking said members to
prevent longitudinal displacement but per-
mit lateral displacement, and a spring acting
between said end wall having openings and
said separate member and tending to move
said links to contracted position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

CARL HOECKELE.
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