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To all whom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, ALFREDBAYLIES, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Taun 
ton, in the county of Bristol and State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented a new and useful 
Oar-Lock, of which the following is a speci 
fication. - 

This invention relates to oar-locks, its ob 
jects being to provide a device of this char 
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acter which Will permit the free movement of 
the oar in any direction that may be desired 
and Will prevent the slipping of the oar out 
board; also, to provide a support between the 
oar-lock and the Oar which will maintain them 
at Substantially a right angle to each other at 
all times when in operative position and yet 
permit the axial turning of the oar in the lock 
and its withdrawaltherefrom without detach 
ing the support from either the oar or lock. 
The invention will be fully described in 

the following specification and particularly 
pointed out in the claims. , 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a portion of the gunwale of a boat 
With my improved oar-lock attached thereto 
and also showing a portion of an oar in posi 
tion in the lock. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, 
partly in Section and partly broken away, of 
the oar-lock, looking from the outside of the 
boat. Fig. 3 is a section taken on the line acac 
of Fig. 1. 

Similar reference-numerals indicate simi 
lar parts in the respective figures. 

1 indicates the gunwale of a boat, and 2 
blocks or cleats firmly secured to the gun 
Wale, With a space 3 between their adjacent 
ends. 4 indicates angle-plates secured to the 
blocks 2 and each provided with a boss 5, 
which projects upwardly from its upperface. 
Each of the bosses 5 is provided with an open 
ing 6, and these openings receive the pins 7, 
which project laterally from a socket 8. The 
socket 8 projects downwardly in the space 3 
between the blocks 2 and is free to oscillate 
therein. 9 represents the oar-lock, provided 
with a socket-pin 10, which fits into the socket 
8, so as to permit the oar-lock to be turned 
freely therein. It is evident, therefore, that 
the oar 11 when in the oar-lock may swing 
freely in either a vertical or horizontal direc 
tion. 

Projecting inwardly from the oar-lock 9 is 

a rod 12, arranged to lie parallel with and be 
low the oar when the latter is in the oar-lock 
and be separated from it sufficiently so as not 
to interfere with the turning of the oar in the 
lock. 

13 and 14 represent rings which are divided 
transversely, and the ends 15thus formed are 
bent inwardly at substantially a right angle 
and secured to plates 16, which are perfo 
rated for the reception of screws 17, by means 
of which the rings are secured to the oar-han 
dle. These rings are preferably of spring 
metal, in order that they may be sprung open 
to adapt them to oars of different sizes or to 
different parts on the same oar. 
As shown in the drawings, the ring 14 is 

secured on the oar at a point where its diam 
eter is less than that at which the ring 13 is 
secured, and the ring 13 is consequently 
sprung open slightly to leave a space 18 of 
uniform width between it and the Oar to ac 
commodate the rod 12. A similar space is 
left between the ring 14 and the oar-handle 
for the same purpose; but in this case the 
ring is not sprung open, and a sufficient space 
between it and the oar of a uniform width is 
formed by reason of the ends 15 of the ring 
being bent inwardly. These spaces 18 should 
be of sufficient width to permit the oar to be 
turned freely in the oar-lock without undue 
friction between the rings 13 and 14 and the 
rod 12, and at the same time permit the rings 
13 and 14 to hold the oar-handle and the rod 
12 substantially parallel at all times. The 
rings 13 and 14 should be secured to the oar 
handle in such manner that the inner edges of 
the plates 16 of the respective rings will be in 
a line with each other, so that they will simul 
taneously engage the rod 12 when the oar is 
turned axially in the oar-lock a sufficient dis 
tance to cause such engagement. The ring 
13 should also be secured on the handle close 
against the inner edge of the leather 23, Se 
cured in the usual manner on the Oar. 
The oar-lock is provided with an eye 19, to 

which is attached one end of a chain 20, and 
the free end of the chain is provided with a 
bar 21, adapted to be pushed through the 
screw-eye 22, which latter may, if desired, 
take the place of one of the ordinary screws 
for securing one of the plates 4 to its block 2. 
This chain prevents all danger of the oar-lock 
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being accidentally lost, and when it is not in 
use it can be taken out of its socket and be 
suspended from the chain inside the boat. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

apparent that the oar-lock will move with the 
oar as the latter is swung vertically or hori 
Zontally, and that by reason of the rod 12 pro 

O 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

55 

jecting from the oar-lock and being kept sub 
stantially parallel with the oar by the rings 
13 and 14 the oar will be at a right angle to 
the oar-lock jaws at all times, and conse 
quently the force applied to the oar will be 
more effectually transmitted to the boat. It 
is also apparent that the oar cannot slide out 
board in the oar-lock, since the ring 13 will 
engage the oar-lock and thereby limit the 
OutWard movement of the oar. The Oar can 
not be disengaged from the oar-lock without 
pulling it inboard until the rings 13 and 14 
are disengaged from the pin and the leather 
covered part of the oar is moved beyond the 
jaws when it may be lifted out from between 
the jaws. It is obvious, therefore, that the 
Oar Will at all times maintain its proper posi 
tion in the lock while being used, and the 
rower will be enabled to do more effective 
and regular Work and will be much less liable 
to “catch a crab.” The arrangement of the 
rings 13 and 14 and the rod 12 also permits the 
axial turning of the oar in the oar-lock for 
feathering or other purposes. 

I believe I am the first inventor of a sup 
port between a vertically and horizontally 
SWinging oar-lock and the oar which main 
tains the Oar at a right angle to the lock at 
all times when in operative position, but 
which permits the axial turning of the oar in 
the lock for feathering or other purpose and 
its removal therefrom without detaching any 
part of the supporting devices from the oar 
or the lock, and I therefore do not intend to 
limit myself to the exact construction and ar 
rangement of the parts shown and described 
to effect this result, since many changes 
might be made without departing from the 
spirit or the scope of my invention. For in 
stance, the rod 12 may be attached to the oar 
and project through an annular space formed 
by cutting a segmental slot in the oar-lock 
concentric with the surface of the oar. 

It is also to be understood that changes in 
the form, proportion, and minor details of 
construction may be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of this invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. The combination with the gunwale of a 

580,842 
boat, of spaced blocks secured thereon, plates 
secured to the blocks and provided with bosses 
having openings therein, a vertical socket 
having laterally-extending pins fitting into 
the said openings, whereby it is suspended 
in the space between the blocks to oscillate. 
freely therein, and an oar-lock having a pin 
fitting into said socket to turn freely therein, 
substantially as described. 

2. The combination of an oar-lock mounted 
to swing in a vertical and a horizontal plane, 
an oar fitted in and removable from the oar 
lock, and supporting devices between the oar 
and the oar-lock to hold them substantially 
at a right angle to each other at all times 
when in operative position, and yet permit 
the removal of the oar from the lock without 
detaching any of the supporting devices from 
the oar or the lock, substantially as described. 

3. The combination of an oar-lock mounted 
to swing in a vertical and a horizontal plane, 
an oar fitted in and removable from the oar 
lock, and supporting devices, part of which 
are attached to the oar-lock and part to the 
oar, to hold the oar and lock at substantially 
a right angle to each other and permit axial 
turning of the oar in the lock at all times 
when in operative position, and yet permit 
the removal of the oar from the lock Without 
detaching any of the supporting devices from 
the oar or the lock, substantially as described. 

4. The combination with an oar-lock mount 
ed to swing in a vertical plane and to turn 
in a horizontal plane, of an oar, a rod ex 
tending inwardly at a right angle from said 
lock below the oar, and rings secured to the 
oar to leave a space between the rings and 
the oar for the reception of the rod, substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

5. The combination with an oar-lock mount 
ed to swing in a vertical plane and to be 
turned in a horizontal plane, and a rod ex 
tending from said lock at a right angle thereto, 
of an oar Working in the lock, and rings di 
vided transversely and having their ends 
bent inwardly and provided with plates by 
means of which they are secured to the oar, 
said rings embracing the oar and the said rod 
and Serving to hold them substantially par 
allel to each other, as and for the purpose de 
Scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

ALFERED BAYLIES. 
Witnesses: 

LUCY E. BAYLIES, 
LILLA. E. SNOW. 
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