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UNITED STATES
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PaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN EDWARD ERCANBRACK, OF WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS.

ELECTRIC-FIXTURE TRIPOD-BOX.

'SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 746,316, dated December 8, 1908.
Application filed March 23,1903, Serial No.149,103. (No model.) )

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN EDWARD ERCAN-
BRACK, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Woodstock, in the county of McHenry
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Electric-
Fixture Tripod-Boxes, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
means for attaching electrie-light fixtures to
walls and eeilings, and the particular device
which forms the subject-matter of said inven-
tion, as hereinafter described in detail, con-
sists of a metal box or socket which is adapt-
ed to be secured to a suitable wood backing
and to be embedded in the plaster which con-
stitutes the surface of the wall or ceiling from
which the electric-light fixture is suspended
or attached.

In placing electric-light fixtures as at pres-
ent effected it is diffieult to firmly and prop-
erly connect the tripod, which forms the base
of fixture, in a workmanlike manner and re-
quires more or less breaking of the plaster.

My invention (designated a ¢ tripod-box”)
is preferably applied by placing it in position
before the walls are lathed and plastered and
then plastering up to the walls of the box,
with the lower edge of the latter flush with
the adjacent surface of the wall. Thavepro-
vided means for leveling or truing the tri-
pod on the box, whereby the fixture will hang
perfectly plumb from the ceiling or at right
angles from a side wall. :

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents my invention applied to a fixture and
to a ceiling, a portion of the lath and plaster
being removed to more clearly illustrate the
attachment. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of my
tripod -box with a tripod attached thereto.
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the same. Fig.
4 is a bottom plan view of the same, and Fig.
5 shows one of the washers used for leveling
the tripod on the box.

The drawings in detail show a two-light fix-
ture A suspended from a ceiling B, made up
of laths b/, secured to joistb* and covered with
plaster 8. Back of the lathing and extend-
ing between the joist is a wood strip or block
b4, inserted to provide a suitable support for
the fixture-attaching means C and D, to be
deseribed.

C is a cast-metal box, preferably of the tri-
angular form shown and provided with cen-
tral walls ¢?, surrounding a central opening
¢, from which radiate three slots or channels
¢*, open at top and bottom and having side
walls ¢t. The latter walls are formed with
shoulders ¢% which form bearings for the
heads of the bolts d', which are used to secure
the tripod D to the box.

The tripod D-is a form commonly used and
consists of a easting having a eentral portion
* internally threaded to receive the usual
iron tubing or pipe (not shown) and provided
with radial arms d?° having bolt-holes in
their outer ends to receive the attaching-bolts
d'. The bolts are inserted in the box with
their heads, which are so proportioned that
they eannot turn in the slots, resting on
the shoulders ¢® and their threaded ends pro-
jecting through the holes in the tripod-arms
to receive the tightening-nuts d*. It will be
apparent that by adjusting the bolts in their
respective slots the position of the tripod
may be shifted within the limits permitted
by said slots, thus providing for the desired
adjustment of the fixture connected with the
tripod aud alse providing for tripods of dif-
ferent; sizes or of more or less irregularity in
shape. Inorderthatthe fixture maybehung
plumb without reference to the slant of the
base or backing to which the box may be se-
cured, I provide a plurality of open washerse,
which are inserted between the lower edge of
the tripod-box and the upper face of the tri-
pod-arms, as many being used as may be re-
quired to bring the fixture to the correct level
or adjustment. After the attaching means
described are in place the wires x4 are passed
through the usual insulating-sockets s, which
are set into a suitable hole or holes cut in the
wood bloek, the ends of the wires being then
connected with the usual fixture-wires, which
extend into the space covered by the usual
canopy F in a manner well understood in
the art. The.central opening or barrel por-
tion of the tripod may be sufficiently large
to receive two or more insulating-sockets,
thus providing for all conditions likely to
arise. While I have referred to the box as

made of metal, it may be made of porcelain,
if desired.
It will be apparent that my invention may
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be adapted to different styles of tripods, may
have more or less than three slots, and vari-
ous modificatious maybe made in the details
of construction and arrangement of my tri-
pod-box without departing from its essential
features and principles, and I thereforedo nof
wish to be limited to the form herein shown
and described; but

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a box
adapted to be secured to & wall or ceiling, and
having an opening for the passage of electric
wires, and having other openings adapted to
receive a tripod or fixture-base.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a box
adapted tobe secured to a ceiling or wall, hav-
ing a central opening for the passage of elec-
tric wires, and having radial openings to re-
ceive a tripod or fixture-base of the character
described.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a box
adapted to besecured toa wall orceiling, hav-
ingacentral opening to receive electric wires,
and having other openings adapted to adjust-
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ably and detachably receive a tripod or fix-
ture-base of the character described.

4. Means for attaching electric fixtures to
ceilings or walls, consisting of a box adapted
to be embedded in the plaster, having a cen-
tral opening for the passage of electric wires,
and having other openings around the central
opening, a tripod or fixture-base of the char-
acter described, and bolts adapted to secure
the base to the box.

5. Means for attaching electric-light fix-
tures to ceilings or walls, consisting of a box
having a central openingto receive the elec-
tric wires and having bolt-receiving slots, a
tripod or fixture-base adapted to be detach-
ably secured to said box by bolts, and means
for adjusting the level of said tripod or base
relative to said box.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN EDWARD ERCANBRACK.

Witnesses:
A. DwIGHT OSBORN,
PAUL WOOSTER.
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