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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosHUA Low, of Steu-
benville, in the county of Jefferson and in the
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Thill-Coupling; and
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing and
to the letters of reference marked thereon mak-
ing a part of this specification. .

The nature ‘of my invention consists in the
counstruction and arrangement of a thill-coup-
ling, whereby the shafts will be held in an
elevated position without being propped up,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In order to enable othérs skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, I will now proceed to de-
scribe its construetion-and operation, referring
to the annexed drawing, in ‘which— '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the entire
thill-coupling, and Fig:-2“shows the various
parts of the same detached.

A represents the usual clip having two
Jjaws, between which the thill-iron B is held
by a bolt, C. The bolt C is provided on one
side with a rib, D, long enough to fit in be-
tween the jaws of the clip A, one of said jaws
having a slot, a, extending upward from the
bolt-hole, and a similar slot, b, is made in the
front side of the bolt-hole in the thill-iron B.
The inner front edge of the slot ¢ in the clip-
is beveled, as shown ata’, and the correspdond-
ing end of therib D is beveled, as shown at

d. The shaft being raised perpendicular or |.

nearly so, the bolt C Is inserted through the

slotted jaw of the clip and through the thill-
iron, the end of the bolt entering the other
jaw and bearing against a spring, h, attached
on the outside thereof. By letting the shaft
down it is held in place, the rib D preventing
the bolt from coming out. The end of the
bolt which bears against the spring % is ec-
centric or inclined, so that when the shaft is

in its natural position the spring will be -

against the shortest part of the bolt, and
hence not exert much pressure; but when the
shaft is raised the spring will bear on the ec-
centric, and hence, the shaft having been
raised sufficiently, the spring will move the
bolt outward so that the rib D will enter the
slot @, and thus hold the shaft in an upright
position without the necessity of propping it
up. A downward pull on the shaft moves the
bolt inward again by means of the inclines o
and d.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— N

The clip A having in one of its jaws the slot
awith incline a/, and the thill-iron B with slot
b, in combination with the bolt C, having rib
D, having incline d and the spring %, all con-
structed and arranged to operate substantially
as and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 25th day of

November, 1872,
JOSHUA LOW,
‘Witnesses: T
W. J, DOYLE,
JOSEPH KIRK.
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