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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DAVID M. DEWITT, of 

Bee Branch, in the county of Van Buren and 
State of Arkansas, have invented a new and 
Improved Railroad-Gate, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved gate, which is simple and 
durable in construction, very effective and 
automatic in operation, and designed for use 
on railroads,roads, &c., to be opened and closed 
by the approaching and departing train or 
WagOn. 
The invention consists of certain parts and 

details and combinations of the same, as will 
be hereinafter described, and then pointed out in the claims. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawing, forming a part of this specification, 
in which the figure is a perspective view of the improvement. 
The improved gate comprises a gate proper, 

formed of two panels A and A', arranged in 
line with each other, said two panels A and 
A being mounted to slide in posts B and B', 
arranged on opposite sides of the track or 
road, the bottom rails of the said panels trav 
eling, respectively, on friction-rollers C and 
C and C'C', held in beams C and C, extend 
ing transversely from the sides of the track 
or road, and also carrying the posts B and B', 
previously mentioned. 
The bottom rail of the panels A and A' is 

provided with extensions A* and A, so as to 
guide the panels on both rollers when the said 
panels are closed, as will be plainly seen by 
reference to the drawing. The panels are 
pivotally connected at their outer ends near 
the bottom by links D and D with arms E 
and E, secured on the shafts F and F, ex 
tending longitudinally in line with the rail 
road or road. 
On the outer ends of each shaft F and F' 

are secured short arms G and G', pivotally 
connected by links H and H, respectively, 
with connected sections of the track-rails, so 
as to form a platform I, hinged at its outer end 
to swing up and down. As will be seen, such 
a platform I is arranged on each side of the 
gate proper, and in case of a road the rails 
are dispensed with and the platform is cov 
ered by boards or planks for the wagons to 

travel on. When the panels A and A' are 
closed, the platforms I are in their uppermost 
position-that is, their free ends extendabove 
the level of the railroad-track or road. 
outer ends of the panels A and A are also 
pivotally connected by the links K and K", re 
spectively, with crank-levers L and L, piv 
oted on posts N and N', erected on the beams 
C4 and C. The outer arms of the bell-crank 
levers L and L' carry weights O and O' for 
causing a return movement of the panels after 
the train or wagon has passed the gate. 
The operation is as follows: When a train 

approaches the gate, it passes from the fixed 
rails of the track onto the rails on the hinged 
platform I, so as to depress the latter. The 
downward-swinging motion of the platform 
causes a turning of the shafts F and F by 
means of the links H and H' and arms G. G', 
respectively. The turning of the shafts F 
and F causes the arms E and E' to swing 
outwardly, so that the links D and D'push 
the panels A and A' out in opposite direc 
tions. The gate is opened and the train can 
pass through the open gate. It will be seen 
that by the turning of the shafts F and F, as 
described, the other platform on the opposite 
side of the gate is also caused to swing down 
ward, so that a continuous track is made for 
the train to pass. As soon as the train has 
left the platform on the opposite side of the 
gate the weights O and O' of the bell-crank 
levers L and L' move downward, thereby caus 
ing the panels A and A' to slide in Ward to 
ward each other again to close the gate. 

If the device is applied on a road, the oper 
ation is similar to that above described, the 
approaching wagon passing up the platform 
I, pressing the same downward to open the 
panels A and A', and at the same time im 
parting a downward movement to the other 
platform on the opposite side of the gate. 
When the wagon has left the second platform, 
the panels A and A'are returned into a closed 
position by the action of the weighted bell 
crank levers L and L', as above described. 
As shown in the drawings, the top rails of the 
panels A and A' travel under friction-rollers 
B°, held in the posts B and B'. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
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1. In a railroad-gate, the combination, with 
panels mounted to slide and hinged platforms 
forming sections of the track, of the longitudi 
nally-extending shafts F F, provided with 
the arms E E between their ends and the 
arms G. G' at their ends, the links D D', piv 
oted to the panels and to the arms EE, and 
the links H H', pivoted to the platforms and 
to the arms G. G', substantially as described. 

2. In a railroad-gate, the combination, with 
sliding panels and hinged platforms forming 
sections of the track, of the longitudinally 
extending shafts F F", provided with arms G 
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G' at their ends and arms E E between their 
ends, links D D, pivoted to the panels and to I5 
the arms EE, the links H II, pivoted to the 
platforms and to the arms G. G', the pivoted 
weighted bell-crank levers LL', and the links 
KK", pivoted to the panels and to the bell 
crank levers, substantially as herein shown 20 
and described. 

DAVID M. DEWITT. 

Witnesses: 
TY M. OUTLAND, 
GEO. F. OUTLAND. 

  


