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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, CHARLEs W. MARSH 

and WILLIAM W. MARSI, of Sycamore, De 
Kalb county, State of Illinois, have invented 
a new and useful Improvement in Carrier 
Platforms for Harvesters, of which the follow 
ing is a full description, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a bottom view. Fig. 2 is a cross 
section; Fig. 3, a detail, showing a slight modi 
fication. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

metal shield at the front of the platform, which 
will cover and protect the cutter-bar and the 
bottom of the carrier-platform; which also, from 
its angular shape and construction, shall 
strengthen the cutter-bar so as to prevent its 
sagging out of line while in use, and the up 
per edge of which will also provide a line 
upon which to set the bottoms of the guard 
fingers. 

In the drawings, A represents the bottom 
of the platform, which is usually made of 
light boards, and its purpose is to protect the 
carrier-canvas of a harvester from displace 
ment and wear from the stubble, stone, corn 
roots, and other obstructions over which the 
lharvester passes; B, the cutter-bar, which, in 
harvesters provided with a carrier, is made 
narrower and lighter than in ordinary reapers, 
in order that the carrier may approach as 
lear as possible to the cutting-line. C, the 
rear bar of the carrier-frame; D, the metallic 
supporting-shield; E, the guard-fingers. 

In ordinary construction the protecting 
boards A are nailed to the bar B, and in order 
to avoid unnecessary wear these boards and 

the bar B are chamfered off; but, whether 
chamfered or not, in use they are liable to 
get loose, to catch stubble between joints, and 
to wear away rapidly. To avoid these diffi 
culties, and to strengthen the connection of 
the parts, the metallic supporting-shield D is 
applied as shown, and its projecting lip or 
edge at is made to fit against the lower edge 
of the guard-fingers E, so as to support them 
and to form a ready means of keeping them 
in line when attached to a wooden bar, and 
being constructed in an angular form, and 
thus applied to the bar, it supports, strength 
ens, and keeps that in line. This shieldi D 
also protects the front side of the bar B, and 
the ends of the boards A, and gives a smooth 
surface for bending down stubble, so as to 
avoid friction, and it prevents the wearing 
away of the bar B and of the boards A, so as 
to loosen the nails or become uneven by such 
Wear. 
The platform is supported on its outer end 

by all ordinary grain-Wheel, and its inner end y y g 
is attached to the main or elevating frame of 
a larvesting-machine in the usual manner. 
What we claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is as follows: 
The finger-bar B, provided with the metal 

lic shield D, bent to support the under side 
of the guard-fingers, and to support the bot 
tom of the platform, substantially as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

CHARLES W. MARSEI. 
WILLIAM W. MARSEI. 

Witnesses: 
ARTHUR. M. STARK, 
W. Z. DAFOE. 

  


