C. W. & W. W. MARSH.
HARVESTER FINGER-BAR.

No. 178,540, Patented June 13, 1878.
TG 7,
c’%o o} (o] off o fo) ) OOJC’
- S
A '

o ‘ W % Vé %mﬁnmmmg
3 % R 2 S te aeedl
S §m 2 - 9%96 gﬁmm EDS .

i, PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, D. C.




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFIQE.
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IMPROVEMENT IN HARVESTER FINGER-BARS.

Specidcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 178,540, dated June 13, 1876; application filed
February 21, 1876.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES W. MARSH
and WILLIAM W. MarsHO, of Sycamore, De
Kalb county, State of Illinois, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Carrier-
Platforms for Harvesters, of which the follovw-
ing is a full description, reference being had
" to the accompanying drawings, in which—

TFigure 1is a bottow view, Fig.2is a cross-
section; Iig. 3, a detail, showing a slight modi-
fication.

The object of this invention is to provide a
metal shield at the front of the platform, which
will cover and protect the cutter-bar and the
bottom of the carrier-platform; which also, from
its angular shape and coustruction, shall

.strengthen the cutter-bar so as to prevent its
sagging out of line while in use, and the up-
per edge of which will also provide a line
upon which to set the bottoms of the gunard-
fingers.

In the drawings, A represents tlie bottom

of the platform, which is uswally made of
light boards, and its purpose is to protect the
carrier-canvis of a harvester from displace-
ment and wear fromn the stabble, stone, corn-
roots, and other obstructions over which the
harvester passes; B, the cutter-bar, which, in
harvesters provided with a ecarrier, is made
narrower and lighter than in ordinary reapers,
in order that the carrier may approach as
near as possible to the cutting-line. C, the

rear bar of the carrier-frame; D, the metallic
supporting-shield ;- B, the guard-fingers.

In ordinary construction the protecting-
boards A are nailed to the bar B, and in order
to avoid unnecessary wear these boards and

the bar B are chamfered off; but, whether
chamfered or not, in use they are liable to
get loose, to cateh stubble between joints, and
to wear away rapidly. To avoid these diffi-
culties, and to strengthen the connection of
the parts, the metallic supporting-shield D is
applied as shown, and its projecting lip or
edge ¢ is made to fit against the lower edge
of the gnard-fingers B, so as to support them
and to form a ready means of keeping them
in line when attached to a wooden bar, and
being constructed in an angular form, and
thus applied to the bar, it supports, strength-
ens, and keeps that in line. This shiela D
also protects the front side of the bar B, and
the ends of the boards A, and gives a smmooth
surface for bending down stubble, so as to
avoid friction, and it prevents the wearing
away of the bar B aund of the boards A, so as
to loosen the nails or become uneven by such
wear.

The platform is supported on its outer end
by an ordinary grain-wheel, and its inner end

_is attached to the main or elevating frame of

a barvesting-machine in the usual manner.

‘What we claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is as follows:

The finger-bar B, provided with the metal-
lie shield D, bent to support the under side
of the guard-fingers, and to support the bot-
tom of the platform, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

' CHARLES W. MARSH.
WILLIAM W. MARSH,
Witnesses:
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