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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, Greorer M. XoonTz, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Van-
atta, in the county of Licking and State of
Ohio, haveinvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fence-Posts; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, suchas will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to fence-posts; and its
object is to provide a device of this character
having means whereby the wires or fabric of
a fence can be securely connected to the post
and can be quickly tightened and secured
thereto.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of a post having ears
extending therefrom in which are rotatably
mounted one or more rods to which the wires
or fabric of the fence are adapted to be se-
cured. Means are provided for locking the
rods against rotation in one direction.

The invention also consists of the further
novel constructions and combination of parts
hereinafter more fully described, and pointed
out in the claim.

In theaccompanying drawings haveshown
the preferred form of my invention.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a corner-post embodying my improve-
ments. Fig. 2isa plan view thereof, and Fig.
3 is a section therethrough.

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref-
erence, 1 is a post, having bolts 2 extending
therethrough and secured in place by means
of nuts 3 or in any other suitable manner.
These bolts, as shown more particularly in
Fig. 1. are rectangular in cross-section for a
portion of their length and have eyes 4, which
form bearings for arotatablerod 5. A ratchet
6 is secured to the upper portion of the rod
and bears upon the upper eye 4 and serves to
prevent longitudinal displacement of the rod.
This upper eye is of greater width than the
other eyes and has pivoted upon it a spring-
pressed pawl 7, which normally engages the
ratchet 6.  Anangular head 8 is formed at the

upper end of the rod 5 and adapted to be en-
gaged by a suitable tool 9, whereby it can be
rotated manually.

The wires 10 of which the fence is formed
are adapted to be secured to rod 5 at proper
intervals. They can be uniformly stretched
simultaneously by rotating rod 5. This can
be conveniently done with the tool 9, and as
the rod 5 turns its ratchet 6 will rotate and
cause its teeth to successively pass the pawl
7. The wires will therefore be wound on the
rod, and the pawl will prevent them from un-
Winding.

The tightening means herein described is
particularly adapted for use on corner-posts,
and in such cases two rods are mounted on the
post, as shown in Fig. 1. If desired, how-
ever, one or more intermediate posts of a fence
can be formed with a tightening-rod, particu-
larly where long Spans of wires are located
between the corner-posts. With the device
herein deseribed any form of wire or fabric
can be connected to the posts, and all portions
thereof will be uniformly stretched and held
without the necessws of providing staples or
other like securing means. The entire fence
can be slackened when it is desired to make
repairs and can quickly be stretched subse-
quently to such operation. -

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 clcum as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combmamon with a fence-post; of bolts
extending through and rigidly but detachably
connected to the post, said bolts being rectan-
gular in cross-section for a portion of their
length and each having an eye at one end, a
spring-pressed pawl movably mounted on one
of the eyes, a rod rotatably mounted within
the eyes, a ratchet secured to the rod and
bearing upon the eye to which the pawl is con-
nected, said ratchet being engaged by the
pawl, and a fence fabric secured to the rod
and extending therefrom and out of contact
with the post.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

GEORGE M. KOONTZ.

‘Witnesses:
Dasy W. THORPE,
Frang Koontz.
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