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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, SIDNEY A, GiBsox and
Arrarus C. GiBsoN, citizens of the United
States, residing at Sharon, in the county of
Mercer and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvementin Plat-
form-Gear for Vehicles; and we do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to the running-gear
for vehicles, and is commonly known as the
* platform truss-gear,” our object being pri-
marily to provide a simple, inexpensive, and
more efficient means for fastening or binding
the parts together, whereby a much lighter
construction is produced with a proportion-
ately greater carrying capacity than those at
present in use and wherein the possibilities
of settling or binding are reduced to the
minimum. |

A further object of the invention is to so
construct this fastening provision that the
truss-rods usually employed in such construe-
tions to augment and give greater strength
thereto will exert a direct end pressure on the
gear-bars, and thereby give greater strength
to the truss.

With these and other objects in view our
invention may be said to consist in the com-
bination, with a vehicle running-gear, of a fas-
tening provision adapted to embrace the con-
verged end thereof, said provision having a
flanged extension against which the extremi-
ties of the center and side bars will abut and
means for fastening the whole together.

Our invention further consists of the com-
bination, with a vehicle running-gear, of a fas-
tening provision adapted to embrace the con-
verged end thereof, said provision having a

. flanged extension against which the extremi-
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ties of the center and side bars will abut,
means for securing the same together, said
fastening provision being further provided
with a plurality of openingsadapted to receive
the truss-rods and being so formed as to pro-
vide shoulders or lugs at approximately right
angles to the line of convergence of said truss-
rods for the binding-nuts to rest on, whereby

a direct pressure is imposed on the gear-bars
and greater strength given to the truss.

Our invention further consists of the novel
features of construction and arrangement of
parts, all of which will be hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

To more fully comprehend the nature of our
invention, however, and the manner in which
the same is or may be carried into effect, ref-
erence must be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
whereon similar reference-numerals indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures, and
wherein— ’

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a plat-
form running-gear having our newly-invented
fastening provision applied thereto. Fig. 2
represents a side elevation thereof, and Fig.
3 represents a perspective view of the fasten-
ing provision removed.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
platform truss- gear, comprising the usual
front bar 2, futchell-bars 3, center bar 4, con-
verging side bars 5, and the fifth-wheel 6, the
latter being properly supported in any of the
well-known or approved ways.

7 designates our newly-invented fastening
provision, which comprises a body portion 8
of appropriate width and sufficient in length
to extend across the rear or converged end of
the truss and which in practice is so arranged
as to rest upon and embrace the extremities
of the center bar 4 and converging side bars
5, as shown. The body portion 8 has depend-
ing from it a flange 9, against the inner sur-
face of which the terminals of the ¢enter and
converging side bars abut, and the said flange
is so arranged as to extend around and em-
brace the outer end portions of said side bars,
as represented at 10, where they are provided
with suitable perforations 11 to receive bolts
12, which pass therethrough and through cor-
responding perforations in the side -bars,
thereby providing an effective means for se-
curing them to the fastening provision at those
particular points.

13 designates a tongue or extension, prefer-
ably made integral with and forming a part of
the body portion 8, its end being flanged or
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ribbed, as shown at 14, so as to keep in place
and prevent the accidental removal of a clamp
15, which passes over said tongue and around
the center bar 4, whereon said tongue rests,
thereby providing a fastening and binding the

two together at that portion of the fastening

provision. ]
The flange 9 is provided with perforations

" 16 to receive the ends of truss-rods 17, and it
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will be observed that the bores of said open-
ings are made parallel with the line of con-
vergence of said rods and also that the flange
itself at those particular points projects out-

wardly, so as to provide shoulders or lugs 18,

against which the fastening-nuts 19 will bear
when adjusted on the truss-rods. Theseshoul-
ders or lugs are approximately at right angles
to the line of convergence of the truss-rods,
so that when the nuts are adjusted thereon it
will be evident that a direct end pressure will
be exerted upon the gear-bars, binding them
securely against the inner face of the flange 9.

‘While we have shown provision for only
two truss-rods—a construction which is more

-~ adapted to the running-gear of a lighter va-

riety of vehicles—it must be understood that
the body portion and its flange may be ex-
tended sufficiently to provide for additional
rods, as may be found desirable or necessary
in constructing a truss of greater carrying
capacity, and we therefore do not wish to be
understood as limiting ourselves to the pre-
cise details of construction herein'shown and
described, as it will be apparent that they may
be modified, altered, and amplified in such
manner as may be held to fairly fall within the
spirit and scope of our present invention.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is as follows: ‘

1. The combination with a vehicle running-
gear, of a fastening provision adapted to em-
brace the converged end thereof, and having
a flanged extension against which the extremi-
ties of the center and side bars will abut, and
being further provided with a plurality of
openings adapted to receive the truss-rods,
shouldersor lugs for the fastening-nuts formed
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on said flange, at approximately right angles
to the line of convergence of said truss-rods,
whereby a direct pressure is exerted on the

‘gear-bars, and means for securing the latter

and the fastening provision together.

2. The combination with a vehicle running-
gear, of a fastening provision, comprising a
body portion, adapted to embrace the con-
verged end thereof, and having a flanged ex-
tension against which the extremities of the
center and side bars will abut, said flange hav-
ing lateral extensions to embrace the outer end
portions of said side bars, and having perfora-
tions therein, bolts adapted to pass there-
throungh and through openings in the side
bars, perforated shoulders or Ings adapted to
receive truss-rods and formed at approxi-
mately right angles to the line of convergence
of said truss-rods, and fastening-nuts for said
truss-rods, adapted to rest on said shoulders
or lugs.

3. The combination with a vehicle running-
gear, of a fastening provision comprising a
body portion, adapted to embrace the con-
verged end thereot, and having a tongue pro-
jecting therefrom, a flanged extension depend-
ing from said body portion, and against which
the extremities of the center and side bars
will abut, said flange having lateral extensions
to embrace the outer end portions of said side
bars, and having perforations therein, bolts
adapted to pass therethrough, and through
openings in the side bars, perforated shoul-
ders or lugs adapted to receive truss-rods and
formed at approximately right angles to the
line of convergence of said truss-rods, fasten-
ing-nuts for said truss-rods adapted to rest
on said shoulders or lugs, and a clamp adapt-
ed to embrace said tongue and surround the
center bar.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

SIDNEY A. GIBSON.
ALPHEUS C. GIBSON.
Witnesses:
Frank C. TaYLOR,
E. B. Brooxway.
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