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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JAMEs M. KISSINGER 

and SAMUEL H. J. HEFFNER, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Pottsville, in the 
county of Schuylkill and State of Pennsyl 
vania, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Fence-Posts, of which the 
following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to certain 

new and useful improvements in fence posts, 
and has for its object to provide a post 
which embodies novel features of construc 
tion whereby it can be used with equal fa 
cility in connection with a wire fence, a 
picket fence, or a rail fence, as may be de 
sired. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a post of this character which is 
simple and inexpensive in its construction, 
which can be employed in connection with 
various base members according to the na 
ture of the soil or the ideas of the person 
erecting the fence, and which is strong and 
durable in its design. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel combina 
tions and arrangements of the parts as will 
more fully appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the novel features thereof being 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

For a full understanding of the invention, 
reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawings in 
which :- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fence 
post constructed in accordance with the in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional 
view on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a 
vertical transverse sectional view through 
the lower portion of the post. Fig. 4 is a 
side elevation of a slightly modified con 
struction of the post. Fig. 5 is a transverse 
sectional view through one of the base mem 
bers, on the line 5-5 of Fig. 4, and Fig. 6 is 
a perspective view of the lower end of a 
post, showing a further form of base mem 
ber which may be employed. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 

Specifically describing the present em 
bodiment of the invention, the numerals 1 
and 2 designate two plates or strips of sheet 
metal which constitute the body portion of 
the post and have a spaced and parallel re 

lation to each other. A strip 3 of wood or 
similar material is interposed between the 
plates 1 and 2 at one of the edges thereof, 
suitable fastening members 4 being provided 
which extend through the plates and the 
Wood strip. At the opposite side of the 
post, the edges of the strips 1 and 2 are con 
nected by bolts or fastening members 5, 
spacing sleeves 6 being arranged upon the 
bolts and interposed between the plates so 
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as to hold the plates in a proper spaced re 
lation. The plate 1 has a series of openings 
7 therein, and the plate 2 is formed with 
corresponding openings 8. In forming the 
openings 8, however, the metal is only cut 
at the top and sides of the opening, tongues 
9 being thereby provided which are adapted 
to be bent inwardly, as shown more clearly 
in Fig. 3, so as to span the space between 
the plates and rest upon the lower edges of 
the openings 7. 
When the post is used for a rail fence, the 

rails 10 which are shown by dot and dash 
lines in Figs. 1 and 3 are inserted through 
the openings 7 and 8 and rest upon the 
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tongues 9. These tongues form a large bear 
ing or seat for the rails so that the same are 
not cut and injured by the sharp lower 
edges of the openings in the plates. 
When the post is used for a wire fence, 

the wire strands are secured to the wooden 
strip 3 by suitable fastening members such 
as the staples 11. These staples 11 may be 
spaced as found necessary, and provide a 
ready and convenient means for securing 
the wires in position. 
Should it be desired to use the post with 

a picket fence, the slightly modified con 
struction shown in Fig. 4 would be em 
ployed. In this particular instance, the 
plates 1 and 2 of the post are only provided 
with two sets of the openings 7 and 8, the 
said openings being located at the top and 
bottom thereof. The horizontal post rails 
would be inserted through these openings, 
and the vertical pickets could be secured to 
these horizontal rails in the usual manner. 
The post is adapted to be used with nu 

merous forms of bases, each of which com 
prises a pair of plates 12 of a width corre 
spending to the width of the plates 1 and 2. 
These base plates 12 are provided toward 
their upper ends with the transverse ribs 13 
which bear against the lower ends of the 
plates 1 and 2, the upper ends of the plates 
12 fitting against the inner faces of the 
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plates 1 and 2 and being secured thereto by 
means of the bolts 14. A transversely dis 
posed spacing strip 15 is arranged between 
the upper ends of the base plates 12, the 
ends of the said spacing strip being rolled 
around the bolts 14, as indicated more 
clearly in Fig. 4. This spacing strip 15 to 
gether with the rolled ends thereof serves 
to hold the upper ends of the base plates 12 
firmly against the plates 1 and 2 of the post, 

- So as to provide a rigid construction. 
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In FigS. 1 and 3, the base plates 12 are 
shown as diverging downwardly and hav 
ing the lower corners thereof bent inwardly 
at 17 so as to provide wings adapted to'en 
gage the soil. 
In Fig. 4, the plates 12 are provided in 

opposite edges thereof and at a point 
slightly below the shoulders 13 with trans 
verse slits or cuts 18, the edges of the plates 
below the cuts being curved inwardly at 19. 
A further modification of the base plates 

12 is shown in Fig. 6, in which the opposite 
edges of the base plates are cut away as in 
dicated at 20, the lower ends of the base 
plates having the edges thereof curved in 
Wardly toward each other at 21. It will be 
obvious that these base plates may be 
shaped and cut in various manners with 
Out departing in any Way from the spirit 
of the invention. 

It will also be obvious that, as previously 
described, the post may be employed with 
equal facility either in connection with wire 
fences, rail fences, or picket fences. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what We claim as new and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A fence post including a pair of spaced 
plates formed with corresponding openings 
adapted to receive fence rails, a longitudi 
nal strip of wood interposed between the 
plates at one side thereof, fastening mem 
bers connecting the plates, and a base ap 
plied to the lower ends of the plates. 

2. A post including a pair of spaced 
plates having corresponding openings 
therein adapted to receive fence rails, con 
necting members between the plates, seats 
connecting the lower edges of the openings 
in the plates and serving as a rest for the 
rails, and a base applied to the lower ends 
of the plates. 

3. A fence post including a pair of 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

1,024,858 

spaced plates having corresponding open 
ings formed therein for the reception of 
fence rails, tongues projecting from the 
lower edges of the openings of one of the 
plates and extending across to the lower 
edge of the corresponding openings in the 
opposite plate to provide seats for the fence 
rails, connecting means between the plates, 
and a base applied to the lower ends of the 
plates. 

4. A fence post including a pair of 
Spaced plates having corresponding open 
ings formed therein for the reception of 
fence rails, one of the plates being formed 
with tongues which project from the lower 
edge of the openings therein and extend 
across to the lower edge of the openings in 
the opposite plate to provide seats for the 
fence rails, a longitudinal strip of Wood 
interposed between the plates at One side 
of the post, fastening members connecting 
the plates, and a base applied to the lower 
ends of the plates. 

5. A fence posts including a pair of 
spaced plates having corresponding open 
ings therein for the reception of fence rails, 
one of the plates being formed with tongues 
projecting from the lower edges of the 
openings therein and extending across the 
space between the plates to the lower edges 
of the corresponding openings in the oppo 
site plate, the said tongues forming rests 
for the rails, a longitudinal strip of Wood 
interposed between the plates at one side 
of the post, bolts connecting the plates at 
the opposite side of the post, spacing sleeves 
applied to the bolts and interposed between 
the plates, and a base applied to the lower 
ends of the plates. 

6. A fence post including a pair of 
spaced plates having corresponding open 
ings therein adapted to receive rails, a strip 
of wood interposed between the plates at 
One side of the post, wire engaging members 
applied to the said strip, and fastening 
members connecting the members at the op 
posite side of the post. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
JAMES M. KISSINGER. 
SAMUEL H. J. HEEFNER. 

Witnesses: 
JOHN W. CoNRAD, 
ISRAEL L. RUBINSKY. 

Washington, D. C.’ 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 


