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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM LA BANISTER,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, State of
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new

5 and useful Improvement in Boots and Shoes,
of which the foilowing is a description suffi-
ciently full, clear, and exact to enable any
person skilled in the art or science to which
sald invention appertains to make and use the

‘10 same, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of thisspecification, in
which—

Figure 1 is aside elevation of a boot or shoe
embodying my improvement, the same being

15 represented as unlaced; Fig. 2, a like view

representing the boot or shoe laced, and Fig.

3ahorizontal section taken on line w2 in Fig. 2.
Like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the different figures of the draw-

20 ings.

My invention relates more especially to
means for lacing or fastening the boot or shoe;
and it consists in certain novel details of con-
struction and arrangement of parts, as here-

23 inafter more fully set forth and claimed, the
object being to produce a more desirable de-
viee of this character than is now in ordinary
use.

The nature and operation of the improve-

30 ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation. '

In the drawings, A represents the sole, B
the quarter, C'the vamp, and D the leg, of the

35 boot or shoe.

A row or series of buttons, I, are inserted
in the flap z of the leg near its edge, the eyes
m of the buttons protruding on the under
side of the flap, as shown in Fig. 1. Secured

40 to the opposite flap, f, by the stitches ¢ there
isaflattened tube of leather, », having a series
of notches, v, cut in its inner edge,which open
into its interior. This tube is arranged diag-
onally on the leg D, or in such a manner that

43 its upper end, i, is farther from the placket or
opening % of the leg than its loewer end, j,
thereby permitting the outer flap, #, to over-
lap the inner flap, f, when the boot or shoe is
laced. A lacing-cord, H, is inserted in the

so eyes m of the buttons E, said cord being car-
ried through or inserted in a ring, b, between

each pairof buttons. Thecord isalsoinserted
in alternate sections of the tube r, and between

-each pair of the openings or notches v is in-

serted in said rings. The notches v are con-
siderably larger than is necessary to receive
the cord, being also adapted to receive the
eyes m of the buttons and the rings b when
the boot or shoe is laced, and thus prevent said
eyes aud rings from injuring the foot of the
wearer or preventing the flap # from being
drawn down closely onte the flap f.
. In the use of my improvement it will be ob-
vious that the boot or shoe may be laced by
drawing on the ends of the cord H until the
rings b and eyes m are drawn into the notches
v, after which the cords may be tied, asshown
ab I in Fig. 2.

It will be obvious that the number of the
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.notches should correspond with the number of 70

eyes and rings combined, thus providing a
noteh for a ring between those for either pair
of buttouns.

It will also be obvious that the boot or shoe
possesses all of the advantages of a laced boot
and presents the appearance of a buttoned
boot.

Having thus explained my invention, what I
claim is— | ‘ .

L. A boot or shoe the flap of which is pro-
vided at one side of the placket or lace-open-
ing with a notched tube secured thereto, the
opposite fldp being provided with a series of
buttons having eyes which projeet through
the same, in combination with a lacing-cord
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-inserted in said eyes and tube, and in a series

of rings interposed between said buttons and
tube, substantially as deseribed.

2. A boot or shoe having oneof itsflaps pro-
vided with a notched tube secured thereto,
and the other with a series of holes for buttons
having eyes, suid eyes and tube being adapted
to receive a lacing-cord, substantially as set
forth.

* 3. In a boot orshoe, the buttons E, notched
tube 7, rings b, and lacing-cord H, in combina-
tion with the leg D, substantially as described.

WILLIAM LA BANISTER.

Witnesses:
O. M. SHAW,
E. L. SAWYER.
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