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The present invention relates tc means for se-
curing bezels or escutchcon plates on a panel, in
registration with an cpening. :

Bezels and escutcheon plates have heretofore

5 been attached to panels by various means, such as
bolts, screws, brads, tines associated with the
bezel or escutcheon plate, and in some instances
by a force fit in the panel opening. These types
of fastenings, require a substantial amount of
time to install, often necessitating the drilling of
holes, and measurement for proper alignment.
Occasionally, it is necessary to remove a bhezel or
escutcheon plate, and upon replacement it is fre-
quently found that it cannot be secured as firmly

‘as it was initially, sometimes necessitating the
relocation of the fastening elements, resulting in
impairment of the finish of the face of the panel.

The present invention is directed to a novel and
improved construction which obviates the fore-
going difficulties, and has for an object the pro-
vision of a construction which is economical to
manufacture and which permits the bezel or
escutcheon plate to be quickly and easily attached
to, or detached from, the panel, without any pos-
sibility of marring the finish of the face of the
panel.

Another object resides in the provision of novel
securing means for resiliently mainfaining the
bezel or escutcheon plate in relatively fixed rela-
tion to the panel. }

A further object contemplates the provision of
improved securing means in the form of a coil
spring having a plurality. of circumferentially
spaced, axially offset portiocns positioned to react
between the rear face of the panel and a shoulder
of the bezel for exerting substantially uniform
pressure at a plurality of circumferentially spaced
points to resiliently and firmly secure the bezel
or escutcheon plate in substantially fixed relation
to its panel.

Other objects and advantages of this invention
will appear in the following description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing, in
which:—

Figure 1 is a face view of a fragment of a panel
having a bezel attached thereto by means com-
prising the present invention.

Figure 2 is a rear face view of the panel show-
ing my novel fastening means.

Figure 3 is an enlarged section taken as indi-
cated at line 3—3 on Figure 2.

Figure 4 is an end elevation of the panel and
bezel mounted thereon.

In the drawing a fragmentary portion of a
panel is indicated at {0, provided with a circular
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opening, {1, in registration with which a bezel, 12,

is mounted on -said panel. Said bezel is prefer-
ably a metal stamping, and includes an annular
flange, {3, the outer marginal edge of which is
bent rearwardly to seat.against the front face,
tg2 of the panel, surrounding the opening, and
formed integrally with said flange is a body por-
tion, 14, extending through the opening beyond
the rear face, {09 of the panel.. Said body por-
tion is also of annular form, and is provided with
an inwardly extending shoulder, 15, substantially
parsllel to the panel, 18, which shoulder serves-as
a seat for a glass crystal or lens, 16, firmly se-
cured in place by-a spring ring, 11, seated in an
annular groove, 18, formed in said body portion,

1

14, forwardly of shoulder, 15, as may be seen in

Figure 3. Desirably, the body portion, 14, fits
rather snugly in opening, if, of the panel to in-
sure alignment of the bezel with devices or ap-
paratus that may be located in back of the panel.
“The rear end of the body portion, extending
beyond the rear face, 10%, of the panel, is formed
with an cutwardly extending flange, 19, substan-
tially parallel with the panel, and disposed in
spaced relation to said rear side, 16, of the panel
to ferm an annular groove, 208, when the bezel is
in place on the panel. The bezel, {2, is firmly
and detachably secured in place on the panel by
a coil of spring wire, 22, which as may be seen in
the drawing, is formed with a plurality of uni-
formly and circumferentially spaced inset .por-
tions, 23, adapted to be seated in the groove 20,
tightly hugging the body portion, !4, with the
ends of the wire in substantially abutting rela-
tion. 'The intermediate portions, 24, of said coil
are offset axially with respect to portions, 23, so
that when the coil is disposed in groove, 20, the
inset portions, 23, engage shoulder, 19, while outer
portions, 24, engage the rear face, {8» of the
panel and thereby resiliently, but firmly, main-
tain the face flange, 13, of the bezel tightly seated
against the front face, 102, of the panel by exert-
ing substantially uniform spring pressure at a
plurality of circumferentially spaced locations.
Manifestly, the spring retainer, 22, may be
quickly and easily applied or removed, to permit
mounting or demounting of the bezel without
possibility of impairing the finish or appearance
of the front face, 102, of the panel. To insure
that the spring, 22, exerts, adequate tension on
the body portion, 14, it is initially formed to com-
prise slightly more than one convolution of a
diameter less than its diameter when in use.
The terms “bezel” and “escutcheon plate”, as
used herein and in the claims, are considered
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2
synonymous in so far as the present invention
is concerned, as, obviously, the omission of the
crystal, 16, and its spring, 17, of the bezel herein
shown, permits properly classifying the element,
12, as an- escutcheon plate.

Although I have shown and described a cer-
tain embodiment of my invention, manifestly it
is capable of modification and alteration without
departing from the spirit and scope thereof. I
do not, therefore, wish to be understood as lim-~
iting this invention to the precise form herein
shown and described, except as I may be so lim-
ited by the appended claims.

I claim: :

1. In combination with a pansl having an open-
ing, a bezel for said opening including a flange
for engaging the front face of the panel sur-
rounding the opening and a substantially cylin-
drical body portion extending through the open-
ing beyond the rear face of the panel, said body
portion beyond the rear face of the panel being
formed with a continuous shoulder, and a single
coil of spring wire surrounding said body portion,
said wire being formed with a plurality of cir-
cumferentially spaced-apart inset portions of
substantial arcuate extent adapted to resiliently
engage said body portion and seat against said
shoulder, and the portions of said wire inter-
mediate said inset portions being disposed in
axially offset relation theretc and adapted to en-
gage the rear face of the panel, whereby said
flange is maintained firmly seated against the
front face of the panel. o .

2. In combination with a panel having an
opening, a bezel for said opening including a
flange for engaging the front face of the panel
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surrounding the opening and a body portion ex-
tending through the opening beyond the rear
face of the panel, said body portion beyond the
rear face of the panel being formed with a shoul-
der, and a single coil of spring wire surrounding
said body portion, said wire being formed with

5

a plurality of circumferentially spaced-apart in-

set portions adapted to seat against said shoulder
and firmly embrace said body portion, and the
portions of said wire intermediate said inset por-
tions being disposed in axially offset relation
thereto and adapted to engage the rear face of
the panel, whereby said flange is maintained
firmly seated against the front face of the panel.

3. In combination with a panel having an
opening, a bezel for said opening including a
flange for engaging the front face of the panel
surrounding the opening and a body portion ex-
tending through the opening beyond the rear
face of the panel, said body portion beyond the
rear face of the panel being formed with a shoul-
der, and a single coil of spring wire surrounding

said body portion, said wire being formed with-

2 plurality of circumferentially spaced-apart in-
set portions adapted to seat against said shoulder
and firmly embrace said body portion, and the
portions of said wire intermediate said inset por-

tions being disposed in axially offset relation

thereto and adapted to engage the rear face of
the panel, whereby said flange is maintained

firmly seated against the front face of the panel,

said intermediate portions of the wire being
greater in circumferential extent than said inset
portions. '

CHARLES E. CAESTECKER. -
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