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This invention pertains to ironing boards and more 

particularly to ironing boards of the class which are pri 
marily designed for home use. 
The home landress is frequently confronted with a 

problem when relatively large objects are being ironed. 
Only a small part of such an object can be supported on 
the ironing board. The remainder of such an object must 
be allowed to hang over one or both sides of the board. 
When the major part of such an object is hung over the 
side of a board, two problems are presented. The first 
is that the object tends to pull itself off the board making 
it difficult to retain the object in position for ironing and 
the second problem is that the object is easily soiled. 

Several proposals have previously been made to re 
- Solve these problems confronted by the home laundress. 

Frequently, housewives will spread papers on the floor to 
protect articles being ironed from being soiled. This 
does not overcome the weight problem. Some house 
wives place the ironing board adjacent to an article of 
furniture, such as a chair, to provide a support for the 
object being ironed. Proposals have also been made to 
provide shelves to support the weight. Previous shelves 
have, however, been cumbersome, difficult to use, and 
difficult to store. 

Accordingly, the principal contemplation of this inven 
tion is to provide a combination of an ironing board and 
a novel and improved connected shelf which overcomes 
all of the previously listed problems. 

Additionally, the invention contemplates providing an 
ironing board having a connected shelf which is movable 
to a storage position generally parallel to the board to 
provide a compact unit which can be stored in a space 
corresponding to Spaces allotted for storage of previously 
known ironing boards. 
Another and related contemplation of the invention is 

to provide a novel and improved ironing board having 
adjustable legs which have a board support position and 
a collapsed position, a connected support shelf having a 
work Support position in which the shelf is disposed 
below and in sidewise juxtaposition to the board, and a 
storage position in which the stored legs are sandwiched 
between the board and the shelf to retain the legs in the storage position. 
The invention also contemplates providing an ironing 

board having a pair of brackets supporting a work sup 
port shelf in which the brackets each include a pivot and 
means to lock the pivot with the shelf in a work perform 
ance position. 
A more specialized aim of the invention contemplates 

the provision of a novel and improved ironing board with 
an attached shelf in which the attached shelf may be 
selectively connected to the board so as to be disposed 
on either side of the board to suit the convenience of the 
person using the ironing board. 

Other contemplated objectives and a fuller under 
standing of the invention may be had by referring to the 
following description and claims, taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawing, in which: 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a novel and improved 

ironing board having an attached work shelf showing the 
board and shelf positioned for use; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the device posi 

tioned as in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary end elevational view on 
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an enlarged scale of the device positioned as in FIG 
URE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional end view on an enlarged scale 

of the device when in a stored position and as seen from 
the plane indicated by the line 4-4 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 5 is a bottom plan view of a bracket hinge 

shelf support structure on an enlarged scale with respect 
to FIGURES 1 and 2; and 
FIGURE 6 is a fragmentary plan view, with parts sec 

tioned, on an enlarged scale showing a mechanism for 
locking the shelf in the work position. 

Referring to the drawings, an ironing board assembly 
is shown generally at 10. The assembly 10 has a flat 
board it on which an object is supported for ironing. 
The board 1 is supported by a pair of adjustable legs 13. 
The legs 13 are preferably the type that are positionable 
to a selected height and are also the type which may be 
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collapsed against the underside of the board 11 for stor 
age. 

A work support shelf 15 is provided. The shelf 15 is 
connected to a shelf portion 16 of each of two bracket 
hinges. A pair of bracket hinge board portions 17 are 
connected to the underside of the board 11. The bracket 
hinge portions 16, 17 are connected together by a hinge 
pivot pin i8 to complete the bracket hinge. 

In FIGURES 1 through 3 the shelf 15 is shown in a 
work position. When the shelf is in the work position 
it is preferably disposed below the board 11 in sidewise 
juxtaposition with the board. The shelf 15 is supported 
in the work position by a suitable lock mechanism, thus 
holding the shelf at 90 degrees from a natural vertically 
hanging position. In the disclosed embodiment the lock 
mechanism takes the simple form of a pair of lock plates 
20. Each of the lock plates 20 is attached to the shelf 15 
by one of a pair of rivets 21. The rivets 2 serve as 
pivots for the lock plates 20. Each of the lock plates 20 
is notched at 22, FIGURE 6. The notches 22 selectively 
receive a vertical part of one of the bracket hinge board 
portions 17 to lock the brackets with the shelf 5 in the 
work position. 
When the shelf 15 is in the work position it serves 

Several important functions. The shelf has as its primary 
purpose the Support of a part of a garment or other ob. 
ject which is being ironed. The shelf also serves as a 
resting place for dampened and unironed clothes and 
other cloth objects and for a resting place for such objects 
after they have been ironed. 

In the preferred and disclosed arrangement the shelf 
15 is designed to be suspended from either side of the 
ironing board. It is preferably fixed for positioning on 
one side, but nonetheless designed so that it may be posi 
tioned on the side of the board which is most comfort 
able for the housewife or other person who normally 
uses the board. This is accomplished by providing a 
pair of removable bolts 24 to connect the bracket hinge 
board portion 17 to the board 11. The bolts 24 are sub 
stantially equally spaced from the side edges of the board 
portion 11 So that the bracket may be connected to sus 
pend the shelf from either side. 
The shelf is pivotal to a storage position which is essen 

tially in parallel relationship to the board portion 11. 
The shelf may be designed so that it rests against the top 
surface of the board 11 when it is in a stored position. 
This may be accomplished by making the bracket hinge 
shelf part 16 L shaped so that the shelf when in a work 
position is Suspended below the hinge pivot 18. The axis 
of the pivot 18 will be half way between the planes of 
the work Surface of the board portion 11 and the shelf 
15 respectively so that the shelf may be pivoted against 
the board for storage. 

In the preferred and disclosed arrangement, the shelf 
15 pivots inwardly to be stored on the underside of the 
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board portion 11, FIGURE 4. As will be seen by an 
examination of FIGURE 4 this provides one of the out 
standing advantages of the invention. The legs 13 have a 
stored position in which they are collapsed against the 
underside of the board 11, as shown in FIGURE 4. The 
shelf 5 may be locked in its stored position by a suitable 
lock means. When the assembly is in the storage posi 
tion the legs are sandwiched between the board and the 
shelf. Therefore, when the shelf is locked for storage 
the legs are also locked and accidental collapsing of the 
assembly when it is stored or moved is prevented. 

In the simple and disclosed form the shelf lock means 
take the form of a hook 27 which is connected to the 
underside of the board 11 by a pivot 28. It will be recog 
nized that the hook 27, like the lock member 20, may 
have many modified forms of locks substituted for it, 
the important factors being the provision of a mecha 
nism which has the ability to retain the shelf in storage 
and work positions respectively, and selectively. 

In the disclosed arrangement the bracket hinge shelf 
part 16 is disclosed in its simplest form wherein it lies in 
the same plane whether the shelf 15 is in a work or in a 
storage position. If it is desired to position the shelf 15 
further below the board 11, this may be accomplished 
by extending the vertical part of the board bracket por 
tion 17 and by providing an L shaped shelf bracket por 
tion 16. This latter modification would permit the shelf 
to be stored snugly against the legs 13 and nonetheless be 
suspended in a work position which is further below the 
work surface of the board portion 11. 

While the description of the invention has been de 
tailed, it is believed that it essentially comprises an iron 
ing board assembly having a flat board, adjustable sup 
port legs, and a shelf pivotally connected to the board, 
which shelf has a work position in sidewise juxtaposed 
relationship with the board and below the board, and a 
storage position in which the shelf and board portion 
are essentially parallel. 
Although the invention has been described in its pre 

ferred form with a certain degree of particularity, it is 
understood that the present disclosure of the preferred 
form has been made only by way of example and that 
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numerous changes in the details of construction and the 
combination and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
invention as hereinafter claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination, an ironing board member, a plu 

rality of collapsible legs adjustably connected to underside 
of Said board member, said legs having a board support 
position and a collapsed storage position beneath the 
board, first and second hinges connected to the underside 
of the board member, a shelf member connected to the 
hinges and having a storage position beneath the board 
and a work supporting position outwardly of and gen 
erally parallel to the board member, the hinges each hav 
ing a pivot spaced from and below the bottom of the 
board member to permit the shelf member to move from 
the support position to its storage position, said shelf 
member being spaced from the bottom of said board 
member when in the storage position to define a leg re 
ceiving space, said legs being disposed between said board 
and said shelf members when the legs and shelf member 
are in their respective storage positions, first lock means 
carried by one of the members and coactable with the 
portion of the hinge connected to the other member to 
lock said pivots when the shelf member is in said work 
Support position to releasably hold the shelf member in 
Such position, and second releasable lock means for lock 
ing the members in the storage position with the legs dis 
posed in the leg storage position between the members. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the first lock means 
is carried by the shelf member and the shelf member is 
below the board member when in the work position. 
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