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PATENT office. 
HERBERT S. MILLs, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIs, ASSIGNOR. To MILLs NovELTY COMPANY., 

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, A CORPORATION OF ILLINOIS. 

REEL FOR, VENDING MACHINES. 

Application filed March 31, 1924, serial No. 703,175. 
To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERT S. MILLs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Reels for Wending Ma 
chines, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to reels and more 

especially to reels for carrying advertising 
cards and is adapted for use in vending ma 
chines and the like. The invention is fully 
described in the following specification and 
shown in the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a com 
pleted reel; - 

Fig. 2 is a similar view of one of the 
Signs composing the reel before assem 

. 

F. 3 is a plan view of the reel shown 
in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1; and 

ig. 5 is a partial slightly enlarged per 
spective of the reel showing a card or strip 
being inserted therein. 
The embodiment shown comprises a reel 

made up of two similar sections as shown 
in Fig. 2 which are preferably stamped from 
sheet metal or other suitable sheet material. 
These comprise a center or hub portion 

10 having a central opening 11 which is 
adapted to fit over a suitable hub (not 
shown), the latter also having a suitable 
flange adapted to receive screws or pins 
which pass through holes 12 in the center 
or hub. portion 10 in two of the sections 
which will now be described, and which are 
placed back to back as shown in Fig. 1 
Openings 13 are cut from the web of each 

sqction leaving spokes 14 which connect the 
hub portion, 10 with the cylindrical periph 
eries 15 which afford outwardly extending 
lateral rim-portions. The spokes 14 and the 
hub portion 10 are reinforced by means of 
ribs 16 pressed upwardly from the sheet ma 
terial and the periphery 15 is similarly 
reinforced by means of a web 17 which is 
provided with a rib 18 which is preferably 
a continuation of the ribs 16. 
A series of ears 19 are preferably disposed 

about the inner circumference of the web 17 
and are so spaced that when two of the sec 

fications. 

tions as shown in Fig. 2, are placed back to back they will be tity uniformly 
spaced as will be seen from Fig. 1, so that 
by bending them in opposite directions each 
ear may be bent about the web of the oppos 
ing section to retain the two firmly together. 

Inturned flanges 20 are provided at the 
outer edges of the peripheries 15, and these 
flanges encircle and are spaced from the 
outer margins of the portions 15, so that 
when the two sections are assembled as may 
be seen in Figs. 4 and 5, these flanges pro 
vide a ready means for holding printed 
strips or cards 21, the latter being flexible 
and insertable through aligning slots 22 
therein. These slots are preferably placed 
in line with the center of the spokes so that 
when the sections are assembled they will be 
in alignment as shown in Fig. 5. 
Thus it will be seen that a very light and 

neat yet rigid construction is obtained which 
is highly satisfactory and which may be 
manufactured at a great saving both in ma 
terials and labor over the reels heretofore 
used for this purpose. 
While I have shown and described certain 

embodiments of my invention, it is to be 
understood that it is capable of many modi 

Changes therefore in the con 
struction and arrangement may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as disclosed in the appended 
claims, in which it is my intention to claim 
all novelty inherent in my invention as 
broadly as possible in view of the prior art. 

I claim: 
1. A reel for holding strips comprising 

two sheet metal members placed back to 
back, each having ears adapted to be bent 
over portions of the other member to retain 
said members together, the RErie of said reels being cylindrical, having facing 
flanges formed on the outer edges thereof 
and adapted to receive advertising strips, 
and slots in said flanges for inserting said 
strips. 

2. A reel formed of two substantially 
identical sheet metal members placed back to 
back, each having a cylindrical periphery, an 
integral internal flange, E. 8 
bers forming spokes and a central hub plate, 
said flanges, spokes and hub plates of each member being juxtaposed against the corre 
sponding parts of the other member, and 
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ears extending inwardly from the flanges of 
each member, said ears being turned over 
the flanges of the other member. 

3. A reel formed of two substantially 
identical sheet-metal members placed back 
to back, each having a cylindrical periphery, 
an internal flange, integral radial members 
forming spokes and a central hub plate, said 
flanges, spokes and hub plates of each mem 
ber being juxtaposed against the corre 
sponding parts of the other member, means 
for securing said members together in 
juxtaposed relation, the peripheral portion 
of each member having its outer edge bent 
upwardly and inwardly to form retaining 
flanges, said flanges being notched to admit 
a display-strip. 

4. A reel comprising a pair of cut-away 
sheet-metal disks having legistering spokes 

20 and hub-plates and having out-turned lat 
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eral cylindrical rim-portions provided at 
their outer edges with inturned flanges en 
circling the outer margins of said rim-por 
tions, said flanges being provided with 
notches to admit a display-strip, means se 
curing said disks together, and a flexible dis 
play-strip mounted on said rim-portions and 
retained by said flanges. 

5. A reel comprising a pair of cut-away 
sheet-metal disks having out-turned lateral 
cylindrical rim-portions provided at their 
outer edges with inturned flanges encircling 
the outer margins of said lim-portions, said 
flanges being provided with notches to ad 
mit a display-strip, a hub-plate and spokes 
formed integrally with one of said disks, 
means securing said disks together, and a 
flexible display-strip mounted on said rim 
portions and retained by said flanges. 
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