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(54) Title: CATHETER

(57) Abstract: The catheter includes an outer tube with an inlet end portion and a stop
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formed on the inlet end portion. The stop, which normally assumes a collapsed orientation,
is moveable between a collapsed orientation and a deployed orientation. The catheter may
include at least one of a diagnostic port disposed on the outer tube proximate the bottom
of the stop, a locking device proximate the bottom of the catheter for securing the stop in
the deployed orientation, and an actuator for operatively moving the stop between collapsed
and deployed orientations. Applying force to the actuator moves the stop from the collapsed
orientation to the deployed orientation. The actuator may also include a fail-safe mecha-
nism designed to fail when a predetermined amount of force is applied to the actuator.
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