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1
METHOD FOR PROVIDING INCENTIVE,
SERVER, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 17/710,
155 filed Mar. 31, 2022, which is a continuation of U.S. Ser.
No. 14/624,976 filed Feb. 18, 2015, which claims priority to
and the benefit of Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-
028748 filed Feb. 18, 2014, the entire contents of the prior
applications being incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a method for providing
an incentive, a server, and a non-transitory computer-read-
able recording medium.

BACKGROUND ART

In a conventional online game system, a plurality of users
participate using client terminals. An application for online
gaming is installed on each client terminal, and the user
participates in the online game using the application. In such
a system, a mechanism for providing an incentive is adopted
on the same platform (i.e. in the same online game using the
same application; for example, see Patent Literature 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
Patent Literature 1: JP 2013-066524 A
SUMMARY
Technical Problem

In a conventional system, however, it is assumed that an
incentive is provided on the same platform, and an incentive
cannot be provided between different platforms, i.e. between
different applications.

The present disclosure has been conceived in light of the
above problem and provides a method, a server, and a
non-transitory computer-readable recording medium that
can provide an incentive between different applications.

Solution to Problem

In order to solve the above problem, a method according
to the present disclosure is a method for a system comprising
a server, a client terminal, and an application server, the
method comprising: the client terminal transmitting a user
identifier and a first identifier to the server when a first
application is launched; transmitting the user identifier and
a second identifier to the server when a second application
is launched; and transmitting an incentive request that
includes the second identifier to the server when a prede-
termined operation pertaining to the second application is
performed; and the server storing information including, in
association, the user identifier, the first identifier, and the
second identifier received from the client terminal; and when
receiving the incentive request, causing the application
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2

server to provide an incentive to a user pertaining to the first
identifier corresponding to the second identifier based on the
information.

In the method according to the present disclosure, the user
identifier may be an identifier uniquely identifying the client
terminal, the first identifier may be an identifier uniquely
identifying a user in the first application, and the second
identifier may be an identifier uniquely identifying a user in
the second application.

The method according to the present disclosure may
further comprise: when receiving the incentive request, the
server transmitting, to the application server, a request
yielded by converting the second identifier included in the
incentive request to the first identifier; and the application
server providing the incentive to the user pertaining to the
first identifier based on the request.

The method according to the present disclosure may
further comprise: when an ad displayed in the first applica-
tion is clicked, the client terminal transmitting, to the server,
notification of an ad click, the notification including the first
identifier, and installing the second application on the client
terminal; and the server storing an indication of existence of
the notification for each user, converting the second identi-
fier included in the incentive request to the first identifier
when receiving the incentive request, and transmitting the
request to the application server when notification pertaining
to the first identifier exists.

The method according to the present disclosure may
further comprise: the server transmitting the request to the
application server when receiving the incentive request
within a predetermined time period from the notification.

The method according to the present disclosure may
further comprise: the client terminal transmitting friend
graph information pertaining to the first application to the
server and the server storing the friend graph information;
the client terminal transmitting an installation notification to
the server when the second application is installed; and
when receiving the installation notification, the server trans-
mitting the ad to a client terminal of a friend user based on
the friend graph information.

The method according to the present disclosure may
further comprise: the client terminal transmitting, to the
server, consent information indicating whether consent is
provided for transmission of the ad; and the server trans-
mitting the ad to the client terminal of the friend user based
on the consent information.

The method according to the present disclosure may
further comprise: the client terminal of the friend user
transmitting, to the server, a second installation notification
when the second application is installed on the client ter-
minal of the friend user based on the ad; and when receiving
the second installation notification, the server providing an
incentive to a user that transmitted the installation notifica-
tion.

A server according to the present disclosure comprises:
communication means for receiving a user identifier and a
first identifier when a first application is launched, receiving
the user identifier and a second identifier when a second
application is launched, and receiving an incentive request
that includes the second identifier when a predetermined
operation pertaining to the second application is performed;
storage means for storing information including, in associa-
tion, the user identifier, the first identifier, and the second
identifier received from a client terminal; and control means
for, when receiving the incentive request, causing an appli-
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cation server to provide an incentive to a user pertaining to
the first identifier corresponding to the second identifier
based on the information.

A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to the present disclosure stores instructions to be
executed on a computer functioning as a server in a system
comprising the server, a client terminal, and an application
server, the instructions causing the computer to execute the
steps of: receiving a user identifier and a first identifier when
a first application is launched, receiving the user identifier
and a second identifier when a second application is
launched, and receiving an incentive request that includes
the second identifier when a predetermined operation per-
taining to the second application is performed; storing
information including, in association, the user identifier, the
first identifier, and the second identifier received from the
client terminal; and when receiving the incentive request,
causing the application server to provide an incentive to a
user pertaining to the first identifier corresponding to the
second identifier based on the information.

Advantageous Effect

The method, server, and non-transitory computer-read-
able recording medium according to the present disclosure
allow for the provision of an incentive between different
applications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will be further described below
with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1is a block diagram of an incentive provision system
according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 2 is an example of an ID management table;

FIG. 3 is an example of a table of ad click notifications;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the incen-
tive provision system according to Embodiment 1;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an incentive provision system
according to Embodiment 2;

FIG. 6 is an example of a friend graph table; and

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the incen-
tive provision system according to Embodiment 2.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following describes embodiments of the present
disclosure.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 1is a block diagram of an incentive provision system
according to Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure. The
incentive provision system according to Embodiment 1 of
the present disclosure includes a client terminal 1, a server
2 (distribution server 2), a first application server 3, and a
second application server 4, all of which are connected over
a network 5. The server 2 corresponds to the “server” of the
present disclosure.

Overall, in the present system, a plurality of applications
are installed on the client terminal 1. In the present embodi-
ment, an example is described of two applications being
installed, namely a first application and a second application.
The first application is, for example, a card game. The
second application is, for example, a puzzle game. Each
application is a game that progresses by transmitting and
receiving information pertaining to the game by communi-
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4

cating with a server. In other words, the first application and
the second application proceed by communicating respec-
tively with the first application server 3 and the second
application server 4.

The client terminal 1 is, for example, a mobile phone, a
smart phone, a tablet terminal, or the like, and includes a
communication interface 10, a display 11, a user interface
12, and a control processor 13. It is assumed that the first
application is installed in advance on the client terminal 1.
In the first application, an advertisement (ad) for the second
application (second application ad) is displayed. The second
application ad is an ad that encourages installation of the
second application. The content of the second application ad
is, for example, “Click here to install the second application!
If you finish the tutorial on the second application, you’ll get
card X to use in the first application!”. Upon the user
performing a selection operation such as clicking, tapping,
or the like (referred to below as a click) on the second
application ad while the first application is running, the
second application is downloaded and installed on the client
terminal 1.

The communication interface 10 communicates with the
server 2 over either or both of a wireless and wired con-
nection.

The display 11 may be configured using a liquid crystal
display, organic EL display, or the like. The display 11
outputs display pertaining to the applications installed on the
terminal. For example, if the first application is a card game,
the display 11 outputs display pertaining to the game.

The user interface 12 is configured using buttons, a touch
panel, or the like, and receives input signals from the user.
The user interface 12 also transmits the input signals
received from the user to the control processor 13.

The control processor 13 performs a variety of control
pertaining to the client terminal 1. Specifically, based on
operation of the user interface 12 by the user, the control
processor 13 launches the first application installed on the
terminal. Once the first application is launched, the control
processor 13 transmits a terminal ID and a first application
user ID to the server 2 via the communication interface 10.
The terminal ID is an identifier for uniquely identifying the
user of the client terminal 1. Specifically, the terminal 1D
may be an Android ID, an ID for advertisement tracking
(IDFA or IFA: Identifier for Advertisers), a MAC address
(Media Access Control Address), or the like. The first
application user ID is an identifier for uniquely identifying
the user in the first application. The terminal ID corresponds
to the “user identifier” of the present disclosure, and the first
application user ID corresponds to the “first identifier” of the
present disclosure.

After the first application is launched, the control proces-
sor 13 displays the second application ad using the display
11. When the second application ad is clicked by user
operation of the user interface 12, the control processor 13
transmits an ad click notification to the server 2 via the
communication interface 10. The ad click notification is
information indicating that the second application ad has
been clicked by a predetermined user. The ad click notifi-
cation includes the first application user ID pertaining to the
user of the client terminal 1. After transmitting the ad click
notification to the server 2, the control processor 13 installs
the second application on the client terminal 1.

Based on operation of the user interface 12 by the user, the
control processor 13 launches the second application
installed on the client terminal 1. Once the second applica-
tion is launched, the control processor 13 transmits the
terminal ID and a second application user ID to the server 2.
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The second application user ID is an identifier for uniquely
identifying the user in the second application. The second
application user ID corresponds to the “second identifier” of
the present disclosure. The structure of the user identifier in
the first application differs from the structure of the user
identifier in the second application.

The control processor 13 also determines whether a
predetermined operation pertaining to the second applica-
tion has been performed. The predetermined operation is
determined in advance and is an operation such as launching
the second application, finishing a tutorial on the second
application, or the like. When the predetermined operation is
performed, the control processor 13 transmits an incentive
request to the server 2. The incentive request is information
requesting the provision of an incentive in the first applica-
tion. The incentive request includes information pertaining
to the second application user ID and the predetermined
operation. Note that the predetermined operation is not
limited to the examples above and may, for example, be
participation for the first time in a guild battle in the second
application. Alternatively, the predetermined operation may
be giving a present to a friend for the first time in the second
application, logging into the second application with a
predetermined persistency rate, or the like.

The server 2 includes a communication interface 20, a
memory 21, and a control processor 22.

The communication interface 20 communicates with the
client terminal 1 over either or both of a wireless and wired
connection.

The memory 21 stores a variety of information. Specifi-
cally, the memory 21 stores an ID management table 211 and
a table 212 of ad click notifications. The ID management
table 211 is a table that includes each terminal ID, first
application user ID, and second application user ID received
from the client terminal 1. FIG. 2 illustrates an example of
the ID management table 211. The ID management table 211
illustrated in FIG. 2 for example includes “ST001”, “A101”,
and “B029” respectively as the terminal ID, first application
user 1D, and second application user ID. The ID manage-
ment table 211 corresponds to the “information including, in
association, the user identifier, the first identifier, and the
second identifier” of the present disclosure.

The table 212 of ad click notifications is a table including
each ad click notification received from the client terminal
1. FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the table 212 of ad click
notifications. The table 212 of ad click notifications illus-
trated in FIG. 3 includes, in association with a terminal 1D,
an indication of existence (i.e. receipt) of an ad click
notification and the time of receipt of the ad click notifica-
tion (notification time). In FIG. 3, the indication of receipt
is set to 1 when an ad click notification has been received
and to 0 when not received.

The control processor 22 controls the server 2 in a variety
of'ways. Specifically, upon receiving the terminal ID and the
first application user ID from the client terminal 1 via the
communication interface 20, the control processor 22 stores
the terminal ID and the first application user ID in the
memory 21. Furthermore, upon receiving the terminal 1D
and the second application user ID from the client terminal
1 via the communication interface 20, the control processor
22 stores the terminal ID and the second application user ID
in the memory 21. The control processor 22 stores this
information as the above-described ID management table
211, storing the terminal 1D, first application user ID, and
second application user ID in association.

When receiving an ad click notification from the client
terminal 1 via the communication interface 20, the control
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processor 22 stores information pertaining to the ad click
notification in the memory 21 as the table 212 of ad click
notifications. Based on the first application user ID included
in the ad click notification, the control processor 22 sets the
indication of receipt of an ad click notification pertaining to
that first application user ID to 1. The control processor 22
also stores the time that the ad click notification was
received in the table 212 of ad click notifications.

When receiving an incentive request from the client
terminal 1 via the communication interface 20, the control
processor 22 converts the second application user ID
included in the incentive request to the first application user
1D based on the ID management table 211. Next, the control
processor 22 determines whether an ad click notification
pertaining to the first application user ID has been received
based on the table 212 of ad click notifications. When an ad
click notification has been received, the control processor 22
transmits, to the first application server 3, the incentive
request in which the second application user ID has been
converted to the first application user ID (converted incen-
tive request). On the other hand, when no ad click notifica-
tion has been received, the control processor 22 does not
transmit the converted incentive request to the first applica-
tion server 3.

The first application server 3 is a server for the first
application and transmits and receives a variety of informa-
tion by communicating with a client terminal 1 on which the
first application is installed. The first application server 3
manages a variety of information for each first application
user ID pertaining to the first application. For example,
when the first application is a card game, the first application
server 3 manages the cards, items, various types of point
information, and the like possessed by the user based on the
first application user ID. In a card game, there are rare cards
or rare items that are difficult to obtain, and points are
necessary to obtain cards or items. The first application may
be a native application, a web application, or a hybrid
application combining a native application with a web
application. A program in accordance with the type of the
first application is installed in advance on the first applica-
tion server 3.

When receiving the converted incentive request from the
server 2, the first application server 3 provides the user with
a predetermined incentive based on the first application user
ID included in the converted incentive request and on
information pertaining to a predetermined operation. For
example, the first application server 3 provides the user with
a predetermined card or item, or with a predetermined
number of points. The first application server 3 may vary the
provided incentive in accordance with the content of the
predetermined operation. In other words, in the present
system, when receiving the incentive request, the server 2
causes the first application server 3 to provide an incentive
to the user pertaining to the first application user 1D corre-
sponding to the second application user ID based on the ID
management table 211.

The second application server 4 is a server for the second
application and transmits and receives a variety of informa-
tion by communicating with a client terminal 1 on which the
second application is installed. The second application
server 4 manages a variety of information for each second
application user ID pertaining to the second application. For
example, when the second application is a puzzle game, then
based on the second application user 1D, the second appli-
cation server 4 manages the various types of point informa-
tion and the like possessed by the user. The second appli-
cation may be a native application, a web application, or a
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hybrid application combining a native application with a
web application. A program in accordance with the type of
the second application is installed in advance on the second
application server 4.

Next, operations for incentive provision in the incentive
provision system according to the present disclosure are
described with reference to the flowchart in FIG. 4. The
following describes the case of the user whose terminal ID
is ST0O1 operating the client terminal 1.

First, based on operation of the user interface 12 by the
user, the control processor 13 of the client terminal 1
launches the first application installed on the terminal (step
S1).

Next, the control processor 13 transmits the terminal 1D
(i.e. ST001) and the first application user ID (i.e. A101) to
the server 2 via the communication interface 10 (step S2).
The control processor 22 of the server 2 stores the terminal
1D and the first application user 1D in the memory 21 (step
S3).

Next, after the first application is launched, the control
processor 13 of the client terminal 1 displays the second
application ad (step S4). When the second application ad is
clicked or the like by user operation of the user interface 12,
the control processor 13 transmits an ad click notification to
the server 2 via the communication interface 10 (step S5).
The control processor 22 of the server 2 stores information
pertaining to the ad click notification in the memory 21 as
the table 212 of ad click notifications (step S6).

After transmitting the ad click notification to the server 2,
the control processor 13 of the client terminal 1 installs the
second application on the client terminal 1 (step S7). Based
on operation of the user interface 12 by the user, the control
processor 13 then launches the second application installed
on the client terminal 1 (step S8). Once the second appli-
cation is launched, the control processor 13 transmits the
terminal ID (i.e. ST001) and the second application user 1D
(i.e. B029) to the server 2 (step S9). The control processor
22 of the server 2 stores the terminal ID and the second
application user ID in the memory 21 (step S10).

Next, the control processor 13 determines whether a
predetermined operation pertaining to the second applica-
tion has been executed (step S11), and when the predeter-
mined operation has been executed, the control processor 13
transmits an incentive request to the server 2 (step S12).

When receiving the incentive request from the client
terminal 1 via the communication interface 20, the control
processor 22 of the server 2 converts the second application
user ID included in the incentive request (i.e. B029) to the
first application user ID (i.e. A101) based on the ID man-
agement table 211 (step S13). Next, the control processor 22
determines whether an ad click notification pertaining to the
first application user ID has been received based on the table
212 of ad click notifications (step S14). When an ad click
notification pertaining to the first application user 1D has
been received (step S14: yes), the control processor 22
transmits the converted incentive request to the first appli-
cation server 3 (step S15). Specifically, for user A101, the
control processor 22 determines whether an ad click notifi-
cation has been received based on the table 212 of ad click
notifications in FIG. 3. When receiving the converted incen-
tive request from the server 2, the first application server 3
provides the user with a predetermined incentive based on
the first application user ID included in the converted
incentive request (i.e. A101) and on a predetermined opera-
tion (step S16).

In the incentive provision system according to Embodi-
ment 1, the client terminal 1 transmits the terminal ID and
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the application 1D to the server 2 upon launching of each
application, and the server 2 stores the terminal ID, the first
application user 1D, and the second application user ID in
association. Therefore, this system allows for incentive
provision between different applications. Since the second
application ad displayed in the first application leads to
incentive provision in the first application, the second appli-
cation ad is enticing for the user and has a strong advertising
affect. The incentive provision system according to the
present embodiment can thus increase the advertising effect
of'an ad for an application displayed in another application.

When the first application is launched, and the control
processor 13 of the client terminal 1 transmits the terminal
ID to the server 2 via the communication interface 10 (step
S2 in FIG. 4), the number of terminal IDs transmitted may
be two or more. For example, the control processor 13 may
transmit both an ID for advertisement tracking and a MAC
address to the server 2. With this approach, even if one of the
terminal IDs becomes unusable, the other terminal ID may
be used as a key for the present system to operate.

Similarly, when the second application is launched, and
the control processor 13 of the client terminal 1 transmits the
terminal ID to the server 2 via the communication interface
10 (step S9 in FIG. 4), the number of terminal IDs trans-
mitted may be two or more. For example, the control
processor 13 may transmit both an ID for advertisement
tracking and a MAC address to the server 2. With this
approach, even if one of the terminal IDs becomes unusable,
the other terminal ID may be used as a key for the present
system to operate.

In the present system, the only condition for transmitting
the converted incentive request in step S14 is whether an ad
click notification has been received. Additionally, the noti-
fication time of the ad click notification may also be used as
a condition. For example, the control processor 22 may
transmit the converted incentive request to the first applica-
tion server 3 when the time that the incentive request is
received is within a predetermined time period from the
notification time of the ad click notification (for example,
within 24 hours). Furthermore, in the determination in step
S14, the control processor 22 may transmit the converted
incentive request to the first application server 3 even when
no ad click notification has been received. With this con-
figuration, an incentive is also provided to a user that has not
installed the second application by clicking on the second
application ad.

In the present system, the client terminal 1 transmits the
terminal ID and the first application user ID to the server 2,
yet the present disclosure is not limited in this way. Alter-
natively, the first application server 3 may transmit the
terminal ID and the first application user ID to the server 2.
In this case, the first application server 3 detects the launch-
ing of the first application on the client terminal 1 by
communicating with the client terminal 1 and transmits the
terminal ID pertaining to the client terminal 1 and the first
application user ID to the server 2. Similarly, the client
terminal 1 transmits the ad click notification to the server 2
in the example above, yet the present disclosure is not
limited in this way. Alternatively, the first application server
3 may transmit the ad click notification to the server 2.

Similarly, in the present system, the client terminal 1
transmits the terminal ID and the second application user ID
to the server 2, yet the present disclosure is not limited in this
way. Alternatively, the second application server 4 may
transmit the terminal ID and the second application user 1D
to the server 2. In this case, the second application server 4
detects the launching of the second application on the client
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terminal 1 by communicating with the client terminal 1 and
transmits the terminal ID pertaining to the client terminal 1
and the second application user ID to the server 2. Similarly,
the client terminal 1 transmits the incentive request to the
server 2 in the example above, yet the present disclosure is
not limited in this way. Alternatively, the second application
server 4 may transmit the incentive request to the server 2.

Embodiment 2

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present
disclosure. FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the struc-
ture of an incentive provision system according to Embodi-
ment 2 of the present disclosure. The same reference signs
are provided for the same components as in Embodiment 1,
and a description thereof is omitted. The incentive provision
system according to Embodiment 2 differs from the structure
of Embodiment 1 in that a friend graph pertaining to the first
application is used, and in that operations pertaining to ad
distribution for the second application ad differ.

In the incentive provision system according to Embodi-
ment 2, a friend graph indicating the relationship between
users is used in the first application. The first application
provided by the first application server 3 is preferably an
application pertaining to a social networking service (SNS).
In the first application, when two users register each other as
friends, they become friend users. The friend graph is
information pertaining to friend users. The relationship
between users indicated in the friend graph is not limited to
the relationship between users that have performed friend
registration and may be the relationship between users
according to the group to which users belong in the game,
such as a team, guild, country, or the like. In the present
embodiment, in addition to the other user with whom a user
has mutually performed friend registration, users belonging
to the same group are also referred to as friend users.

Once the first application is launched, the control proces-
sor 13 of the client terminal 1 according to Embodiment 2
transmits the terminal ID and the first application user ID to
the server 2 via the communication interface 10. Further-
more, the control processor 13 transmits information on the
friend graph pertaining to the first application (friend graph
information) to the server 2. Specifically, when a friend is
added, changed, deleted, or the like in the first application,
the control processor 13 transmits information including the
first application user ID of the added, changed, or deleted
friend and the user’s own first application user ID to the
server 2.

The control processor 13 also installs the second appli-
cation on the client terminal 1. Installation of the second
application may be in response to a click on the second
application ad, as in Embodiment 1. Alternatively, the sec-
ond application may be downloaded and installed by the
user searching on a predetermined site.

After the second application is installed on the client
terminal 1, based on operation of the user interface 12 by the
user, the control processor 13 launches the second applica-
tion. Once the second application is launched, the control
processor 13 transmits the terminal ID and a second appli-
cation user ID to the server 2. Furthermore, the control
processor 13 transmits a notification that the second appli-
cation has been installed on the client terminal 1 (installation
notification) to the server 2. The second application user 1D
is included in the installation notification.

In addition to the ID management table 211 and the table
212 of ad click notifications, the memory 21 of the server 2
according to Embodiment 2 stores a friend graph table 213.
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The friend graph table 213 is a table based on the friend
graph information received from the client terminal 1. FIG.
6 illustrates an example of the friend graph table 213. The
friend graph table 213 includes first application user IDs and
information on the friend users for each first application user
ID. For example, for the user whose first application user ID
is A101, the users whose first application user IDs are A103,
A121, and A157 are stored as friend users.

When receiving the friend graph information from the
client terminal 1, the control processor 22 of the server 2
according to Embodiment 2 edits (adds, changes, and
deletes) the friend graph table 213 in the memory 21 based
on the first application user IDs included in the friend graph
information.

Furthermore, when receiving an installation notification
from the client terminal 1, the control processor 22 converts
the second application user ID included in the installation
notification to the first application user ID based on the ID
management table 211. Next, the control processor 22
retrieves the first application user ID of each friend user
pertaining to the first application user ID based on the friend
graph table 213. Via the communication interface 20, the
control processor 22 then distributes (transmits) the second
application ad to the client terminal of each user correspond-
ing to the retrieved first application user IDs of friend users.
On the client terminal 15 that receives the second applica-
tion ad, the second application ad is displayed when the first
application is launched. The content of the second applica-
tion ad is, for example, “Click here to install the second
application that user X is also using! If you finish the tutorial
on the second application, you’ll get card X to use in the first
application!”.

Next, operations for ad distribution in the incentive pro-
vision system according to the present disclosure are
described with reference to the flowchart in FIG. 7. The
following describes the case of the user whose terminal ID
is STOO1 operating the client terminal 1.

First, based on operation of the user interface 12 by the
user, the control processor 13 of the client terminal 1
launches the first application installed on the terminal (step
S101).

Next, the control processor 13 transmits the terminal 1D
(i.e. ST001) and the first application user ID (i.e. A101) to
the server 2 via the communication interface 10 (step S102).
The control processor 22 of the server 2 stores the terminal
ID and the first application user 1D in the memory 21 (step
S103).

The control processor 13 transmits friend graph informa-
tion pertaining to the first application to the server 2 (step
S104). For example, when a user (such as first application
user ID A167) is added as a friend user after the friend graph
information has been transmitted to the server 2 in the past,
the control processor 13 transmits friend graph information
including the first application user IDs A101 and A167 to the
server 2. The control processor 22 of the server 2 stores the
friend graph information in the memory 21. Specifically, the
control processor 22 updates the friend graph table 213 of
the memory 21 (step S105). For example, based on the first
application user IDs A101 and A167 included in the friend
graph information, the control processor 22 adds A167 as a
friend user for first application user ID A101.

Next, the client terminal 1 installs the second application
on the client terminal 1 (step S106). Based on operation of
the user interface 12 by the user, the control processor 13
then launches the second application installed on the client
terminal 1 (step S107). Once the second application is
launched, the control processor 13 transmits the terminal ID
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(i.e. ST0O01) and the second application user ID (i.e. B029)
to the server 2 (step S108). The control processor 22 of the
server 2 stores the terminal ID and the second application
user ID in the memory 21 (step S109).

Furthermore, the control processor 13 transmits the instal-
lation notification to the server 2 (step S110). When receiv-
ing the installation notification from the client terminal 1, the
control processor 22 of the server 2 converts the second
application user ID included in the installation notification to
the first application user ID based on the ID management
table 211 (step S111). Next, the control processor 22
retrieves the first application user ID of each friend user
pertaining to the first application user ID based on the friend
graph table 213. For example, the control processor 22
retrieves the first application user IDs A103, A121, and
A157 as friend users of A101. Via the communication
interface 20, the control processor 22 then distributes the
second application ad to the client terminal 15 of each user
corresponding to the retrieved first application user IDs of
friend users (step S112). On the client terminal 15 that
receives the second application ad, the ad is displayed when
the first application is launched (step S113). The content of
the second application ad is, for example, “Click here to
install the second application that user X is also using! If you
finish the tutorial on the second application, you’ll get card
X to use in the first application!”. User X corresponds to the
user name or the like of the user whose first application user
ID is A101. Operations pertaining to incentive provision
after display of the ad are the same as the operations in FIG.
4 (steps S1 to S16).

In the incentive provision system according to Embodi-
ment 2, the server 2 thus distributes the second application
ad to friend users based on the friend graph of the first
application. Via the second application ad, an incentive is
provided between different applications. In the system
according to Embodiment 2, a word-of-mouth effect
between users can be expected since ads are distributed
using the friend graph, thus increasing the advertising effect
of'an ad for an application displayed in another application.

The control processor 13 of the client terminal 1 may be
configured to transmit in advance, to the server 2, consent
information indicating whether to transmit the ad to the
friend user. In this case, based on the consent information,
the control processor 22 of the server 2 distributes the ad to
the friend users in step S112 when consent for ad distribution
is provided yet does not distribute the ad when consent is not
provided. The consent information may be set for all friend
users collectively or for each friend user separately. In other
words, it is possible to allow one friend user to consent to ad
distribution and another friend user to refuse ad distribution.
With this approach, when a user does not wish to distribute
ads to friend users, distribution can be suspended, thereby
protecting the user’s privacy.

On the client terminal 15 to which the second application
ad has been distributed, when the second application ad is
clicked by the user and the second application is installed,
the control processor 22 of the server 2 may receive an
installation notification (second installation notification)
from the client terminal 15. In this case, the second appli-
cation ad is distributed to the friend users of the user of the
client terminal 15. In other words, with this structure, ads are
distributed all the way to friend users of friend users. This
approach allows for the second application ad to be distrib-
uted by word of mouth over a wider range based on friend
lists.

Furthermore, when receiving the second installation noti-
fication, the control processor 22 of the server 2 may be
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configured to provide a predetermined incentive to the client
terminal (client terminal 1 in FIG. 7) of the user who served
as the occasion for distributing the second application ad to
the client terminal 15 (notifying user). When adopting this
structure, the first application user ID of the notifying user
is included in the second application ad, and the first
application user ID included in the second application ad is
included in the second installation notification. In this way,
the first application user ID of the notifying user is trans-
mitted and received between the client terminal 15 and the
server 2. Based on the first application user ID included in
the second installation notification, the control processor 22
of the server 2 provides a predetermined incentive to the
notifying user. With this approach, the notifying user is
motivated to distribute the ad, thus encouraging broader ad
distribution. When a plurality of notifying users serve as the
occasion for distributing the second application ad to the
client terminal 15 of a certain friend user, the control
processor 22 of the server 2 may, when receiving the second
installation notification, provide the predetermined incentive
to all of the notifying users.

In the present system, the client terminal 1 transmits the
terminal ID and the first application user ID to the server 2,
yet the present disclosure is not limited in this way. Alter-
natively, the first application server 3 may transmit the
terminal ID and the first application user ID to the server 2.
In this case, the first application server 3 detects the launch-
ing of the first application on the client terminal 1 by
communicating with the client terminal 1 and transmits the
terminal ID pertaining to the client terminal 1 and the first
application user ID to the server 2. Similarly, the client
terminal 1 transmits the friend graph information to the
server 2 in the example above, yet the present disclosure is
not limited in this way. Alternatively, the first application
server 3 may transmit the friend graph information to the
server 2.

Similarly, in the present system, the client terminal 1
transmits the terminal ID and the second application user ID
to the server 2, yet the present disclosure is not limited in this
way. Alternatively, the second application server 4 may
transmit the terminal ID and the second application user 1D
to the server 2. In this case, the second application server 4
detects the launching of the second application on the client
terminal 1 by communicating with the client terminal 1 and
transmits the terminal ID pertaining to the client terminal 1
and the second application user ID to the server 2. Similarly,
the client terminal 1 transmits the installation notification to
the server 2 in the example above, yet the present disclosure
is not limited in this way. Alternatively, the second appli-
cation server 4 may transmit the installation notification to
the server 2. Similarly, the client terminal 15 transmits the
second installation notification to the server 2 in the example
above, yet the present disclosure is not limited in this way.
Alternatively, the second application server 4 may transmit
the second installation notification to the server 2.

A computer is preferably used to function as the client
terminal 1 or the server 2. A program containing the pro-
cessing for achieving the functions of the client terminal 1
or the server 2 is stored in the memory of the computer, and
the functions are achieved by the central processing unit
(CPU) of the computer reading and executing the program.

Although the present disclosure has been described based
on drawings and examples, it is to be noted that various
changes and modifications will be apparent to those skilled
in the art based on the present disclosure. Therefore, such
changes and modifications are to be understood as included
within the scope of the present disclosure. For example, the
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functions and the like included in the various means and
steps may be reordered in any logically consistent way.
Furthermore, means or steps may be combined into one or
divided.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving notification of a click of a link for installation of
a second application while a first application is
launched, the notification including a first app user
identifier that identifies a first user in the first applica-
tion;

storing, in a memory, an indication of receiving the
notification of the click in association with the first app
user identifier;

receiving a first digital benefit request including a second
app user identifier of the first user, that identifies the
first user in the second application, when a predeter-
mined operation pertaining to the second application is
performed, the first digital benefit request being infor-
mation requesting provision of a digital benefit in the
first application, and the predetermined operation being
an operation by the first user on a user terminal to
launch the second application or to perform an action
within the second application after launching the sec-
ond application;

upon receiving the first digital benefit request, determin-
ing whether the indication of receiving the notification
of the click that is in association with the first app user
identifier corresponding to the second app user identi-
fier included in the first digital benefit request exists in
the memory; and

based on the first digital benefit request, causing provision
of the digital benefit in the first application to the first
user in response to determining that the indication of
receiving the notification of the click that is in asso-
ciation with the first app user identifier corresponding
to the second app user identifier included in the first
digital benefit request exists in the memory, wherein

the first app user identifier is stored in association with an
indication of the predetermined operation pertaining to
the second application having been performed.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising

causing the second application to be installed in response
to receiving the notification.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein

the digital benefit is caused to be provided in response to
receiving the first digital benefit request within a pre-
determined time period from receipt of the notification.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein

the digital benefit is for use in only the first application.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising

receiving a second digital benefit request including the
second app user identifier of a second user, that iden-
tifies the second user in the second application, when
the predetermined operation pertaining to the second
application is performed, the second user having a
predetermined relationship with the first user; and

based on the second digital benefit request, causing pro-
vision of the digital benefit in the first application to the
second user by determining the second user based on
the first app user identifier of the second user, that
identifies the second user in the first application, cor-
responding to the second app user identifier of the
second user.
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6. The method of claim 1, further comprising
transmitting second application information to a second
user having a predetermined relationship with the first
user, based on the predetermined operation.
7. A system comprising:
circuitry configured to
receive notification of a click of a link for installation
of a second application while a first application is
launched, the notification including a first app user
identifier that identifies a first user in the first appli-
cation;
store, in a memory, an indication of receiving the
notification of the click in association with the first
app user identifier;
receive a first digital benefit request including a second
app user identifier of the first user, that identifies the
first user in the second application, when a prede-
termined operation pertaining to the second applica-
tion is performed, the first digital benefit request
being information requesting provision of a digital
benefit in the first application, and the predetermined
operation being an operation by the first user on a
user terminal to launch the second application or to
perform an action within the second application after
launching the second application;
upon receiving the first digital benefit request, deter-
mine whether the indication of receiving the notifi-
cation of the click that is in association with the first
app user identifier corresponding to the second app
user identifier included in the first digital benefit
request exists in the memory; and
based on the first digital benefit request, cause provi-
sion of the digital benefit in the first application to the
first user in response to determining that the indica-
tion of receiving the notification of the click that is
in association with the first app user identifier cor-
responding to the second app user identifier included
in the first digital benefit request exists in the
memory, wherein
the first app user identifier is stored in association with
an indication of the predetermined operation pertain-
ing to the second application having been performed.
8. The system of claim 7, wherein
the circuitry is further configured to
cause the second application to be installed in response
to receiving the notification.
9. The system of claim 8, wherein
the digital benefit is caused to be provided in response to
receiving the first digital benefit request within a pre-
determined time period from receipt of the notification.
10. The system of claim 7, wherein
the digital benefit is for use in only the first application.
11. The system of claim 7, wherein
the circuitry is further configured to
receive a second digital benefit request including the
second app user identifier of a second user, that
identifies the second user in the second application,
when the predetermined operation pertaining to the
second application is performed, the second user
having a predetermined relationship with the first
user; and
based on the second digital benefit request, cause
provision of the digital benefit in the first application
to the second user by determining the second user
based on the first app user identifier of the second
user, that identifies the second user in the first
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application, corresponding to the second app user
identifier of the second user.

12. The system of claim 7, wherein

the circuitry is further configured to transmit second

application information to a second user having a
predetermined relationship with the first user, based on
the predetermined operation.

13. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing
thereon computer program instructions causing a system to
execute:

receiving notification of a click of a link for installation of

a second application while a first application is
launched, the notification including a first app user
identifier that identifies a first user in the first applica-
tion;

storing, in a memory, an indication of receiving the

notification of the click in association with the first app
user identifier;

receiving a first digital benefit request including a second

app user identifier of the first user, that identifies the
first user in the second application, when a predeter-
mined operation pertaining to the second application is
performed, the first digital benefit request being infor-
mation requesting provision of a digital benefit in the
first application, and the predetermined operation being
an operation by the first user on a user terminal to
launch the second application or to perform an action
within the second application after launching the sec-
ond application;

upon receiving the first digital benefit request, determin-

ing whether the indication of receiving the notification
of the click that is in association with the first app user
identifier corresponding to the second app user identi-
fier included in the first digital benefit request exists in
the memory; and

based on the first digital benefit request, causing provision

of the digital benefit in the first application to the first
user in response to determining that the indication of
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receiving the notification of the click that is in asso-
ciation with the first app user identifier corresponding
to the second app user identifier included in the first
digital benefit request exists in the memory, wherein

the first app user identifier is stored in association with an
indication of the predetermined operation pertaining to
the second application having been performed.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 13, wherein the computer program instructions further
cause the system to execute

causing the second application to be installed in response

to receiving the notification.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 14, wherein

the digital benefit is caused to be provided in response to

receiving the first digital benefit request within a pre-
determined time period from receipt of the notification.
16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 13, wherein
the digital benefit is for use in only the first application.
17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 13, wherein the computer program instructions further
cause the system to execute
receiving a second digital benefit request including the
second app user identifier of a second user, that iden-
tifies the second user in the second application, when
the predetermined operation pertaining to the second
application is performed, the second user having a
predetermined relationship with the first user; and

based on the second digital benefit request, causing pro-
vision of the digital benefit in the first application to the
second user by determining the second user based on
the first app user identifier of the second user, that
identifies the second user in the first application, cor-
responding to the second app user identifier of the
second user.



