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niernational application No.

PCTAUS2014/031469

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Box No. Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This intemational search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the internationa! application that do not comply with the preseribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

N
3 Claims Nos.; 4-15, 19-21, 25-37, 43-50, 55-60, 6566, 73, 76-77
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No, III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See extra sheet,

1. D As 2ll required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. @ No required additional scarch fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this internationa! search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims, it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-3, 3842, $1

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee. '

D The additionat search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:] No protest accompanied the paytent of additional search fees.

Form PCT/1SA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT nternattohal ap

PCT/US2014/031469

Continued from Box No. Il

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
eoncept under PCT Rule 13.1. Inorder for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, claims 1-3, 3842, and 51, are drawn to a filling valve with a shuttle.

Group I, claims 16-18, are drawn to a process for filing contalners.

Group IIl, claims 22-24, are drawn to a container handling amm.

Group IV, claims 52-54, and 61-64, are drawn o a filling system with a vacuum source.

Group V, claims 67-72, 74-75, and 78-83, are drawn to a filling system with a recirculation flow path.

The inventions listed as Groups 1, II, lll, IV or V do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the special technical features of
the Group | Invention: a housing; a drive sleeve; and a shuttle as clalmed therein are not present in the invention of Groups I, Ill, IV, or
V, the special technical features of the Group Il invention: a method dispensing a heated first quantity and a second unheated quantity
as claimed thereln are not present in the invention of Groups |, II, IV, or V; the special technical feature of the Group lIl invention: a
container handling arm with a gripper and a load cell as claimed therein is not present in the Invention of Groups |, I, IV, or V; the spacial
techinical fealures of the Group IV invention: a vacuum source, as claimad therein are not present in the invention of Groups I, Il, lll, ot V;
the speclal technical feature of the Group V invention: a product recirculation path and flow monitoring as claimed therein is not present
In the Invention of Groups |, II, 1}, or IV,

Groups I, 1, IV, and V share the technical features of a filling valve. However, these shared technical features do not represent a
contribution over the prior art. Specifically, US 8,123,075 B2 1o Kadyk teaches a filling valve (Fig. 2 regarding open inlet valve, step 40).

Groups 11, IV, and V share the technical features of a beverage product reservoir and a beverage product container. However, these
shared techrical features do not represent a contribution over the pricr art. Specifically, US 8,123,075 B2 to Kadyk teaches a product
reservair (Fig. 1 regarding reservair 18) and a beverage product container (Fig. 1 regarding reservolr 18).

Since none of the speciat technical features of the Group |, 11, 1L, IV, or V inventions are found in more than one of the inventions, unity
of invention is lacking.
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