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1. 

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
PROCESSING WIRELESSLY 

COMMUNICATED DATA AND CLOCK 
INFORMATION WITHIN AN ELECTRONIC 

DEVICE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to electronic 
devices configured to wirelessly communicate with other 
electronic devices, and more specifically to processing wire 
lessly communicated data and clock information within 
either or both of the electronic devices. 

BACKGROUND 

It is generally known to provide for wireless communica 
tions between two electronic devices such as a medical 
device, e.g., an ambulatory medical device, and a remote 
electronic device. It is desirable with Such arrangements to 
separate the control of telemetry operations from device func 
tion operations within either or both of the wirelessly com 
municating devices. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention may comprise one or more of the 
features recited in the attached claims, and/or one or more of 
the following features and combinations thereof. An elec 
tronic device for processing information that includes data 
and clock information and that is wirelessly received from 
another electronic device may comprise a first processor that 
controls only wireless communications with the another elec 
tronic device and excluding operations associated only with 
the electronic device, a second processor that controls the 
operations associated only with the electronic device and 
excluding the wireless communications with the another 
device, and means for extracting the clock information and 
the data from the wirelessly received information and provid 
ing a corresponding clock signal and the data to the second 
processor for synchronous receipt of the data by the second 
processor using the clock signal. 

In one embodiment, the means for extracting the clock 
information and the data from the wirelessly received infor 
mation may comprise a phase lock loop circuit having an 
input connected to the first processor, a first output connected 
to the second processor and a second output, and a decoder 
circuit having a first input connected to the first processor, a 
second input connected to the second output of the phase lock 
loop circuit and an output connected to the second processor. 
The first processor may provide the wirelessly received infor 
mation to the inputs of the phase lock loop circuit and the 
decoder circuit. The phase lock loop circuit may extract the 
clock information from the wirelessly received information 
and produce the clock signal. The decoder circuit may decode 
the data from the wirelessly received information. 

The wirelessly received information may further comprise 
a preamble. The phase lock loop circuit may be configured to 
be responsive to the preamble to lock and run with a phase 
lock loop clock that operates at a phase lock loop clock rate. 
The decoder circuit may receive the phase lock loop clock via 
the second input thereof. The decoder circuit may be config 
ured to decode the data from the wirelessly received informa 
tion by removing the clock information from the wirelessly 
received information as a function of the phase lock loop 
clock. The phase lock loop circuit may be configured to be 
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2 
responsive to the transitions of the data contained in the 
wirelessly received information to update operation of the 
phase lock loop circuit. 

In an alternative embodiment, the means for extracting the 
clock information and the data from the wirelessly received 
information may comprise a phase lock loop circuit having an 
input connected to the first processor and an output connected 
to the second processor. The first processor may provide the 
wirelessly received information to the input of the phase lock 
loop circuit. The phase lock loop circuit may extract the clock 
information from the wirelessly received information and 
produces the clock signal. The second processor may include 
a memory having instructions stored therein that are execut 
able by the second control circuit to decode the data from the 
wirelessly received information at a decode rate defined by 
the clock signal. The wirelessly received information may 
further comprise a preamble. The phase lock loop circuit may 
be configured to be responsive to the preamble to lock and run 
with a phase lock loop clock that operates at a phase lock loop 
clock rate. Operation of the phase lock loop circuit may be 
updated by transitions of the data contained in the wirelessly 
received information. 

In another alternate embodiment, the second processor 
may include a memory and the means for extracting the clock 
information and the data from the wirelessly received infor 
mation may comprise instructions stored in the memory that 
are executable by the second processor to extract the clock 
information from the wirelessly received information to pro 
duce the clock signal and to decode the data from the wire 
lessly received information at a decode rate defined by the 
clock signal. 

In a further alternative embodiment, the wirelessly 
received information may be received by the first processor in 
two separate channels in which a first channel contains the 
data and a second channel contains the clock information. In 
this embodiment, the means for extracting the clock informa 
tion and the data from the wirelessly received information 
may comprise means for processing the first channel to 
extract the data and means for processing the second channel 
to extract the clock signal from the clock information. The 
first processor may be configured to wirelessly receive infor 
mation from the another electronic device according to a 
predefined communication protocol in which the first channel 
is an audio channel and in which the second channel is a data 
channel. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of one illustrative embodiment of a 
wireless communication system configured for wireless data 
and clock communications between two separate electronic 
devices. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram of one illustrative embodiment of the 
device function module and the telemetry module of FIG. 1 
that further includes a clock and data decoding circuit dis 
posed between the two modules. 

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of one illustrative embodiment of a 
process for transmitting data from one electronic device in the 
form of wireless messages containing self-clocking codes to 
the device function processor of the other electronic device 
using the clock and data decoding circuit illustrated in FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram illustrating operation of one 
embodiment of the decoder circuit of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram of another illustrative embodiment of 
the device function module and the telemetry module of FIG. 
1 that includes a clock decoding circuit disposed between the 
two modules. 
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FIG. 6 is a diagram of yet another illustrative embodiment 
of the device function module and the telemetry module of 
FIG. 1 that includes a single data line connected between the 
two modules. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a further illustrative embodiment of 
the device function module and the telemetry module of FIG. 
1 that includes a clock line and a data line connected between 
the two modules. 

FIG. 8 is a diagram of yet another illustrative embodiment 
of a wireless communication system configured for wireless 
data and clock communications between two separate elec 
tronic devices. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATIVE 
EMBODIMENTS 

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the 
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to a 
number of illustrative embodiments shown in the attached 
drawings and specific language will be used to describe the 
SaC. 

Referring now to FIG. 1, one illustrative embodiment of a 
wireless communication system 10 is shown that is config 
ured for wireless communications between two separate elec 
tronic devices 12 and 14. In one illustrative embodiment, the 
electronic device 12 is a medical device and the electronic 
device 14 is a remote electronic device. In this embodiment, 
the medical device 12 may be, for example, an ambulatory 
medical device, although the medical device 12 may alterna 
tively be or include a non-ambulatory medical device. 
Examples of such an ambulatory medical device may include, 
but should not be limited to, one or any combination of a 
medication or drug delivery device Such as an infusion pump, 
a glucose meter, a body fluid analyte sensor System including 
one or more Subcutaneous and/or implanted body fluid ana 
lyte sensors, a remote terminal representing a remote infusion 
pump display on which data from the infusion pump is dis 
played to a user, or the like. The remote electronic device 14, 
in this embodiment, may be or include, but should not be 
limited to, a conventional personal data assistant (PDA) 
device, an application-specific remote electronic device that 
may be hand-held, attachable or mountable to clothing, con 
figured to be worn by a person Such as on or about a limb or 
portion thereof, on or about a head orportion thereof, or on or 
about a body orportion thereof, attachable to a key ring, or the 
like, a portable wireless communication device with an on 
board glucose meter, a Smart phone, a personal computer 
(PC), a laptop, notebook or similar computer, or the like. In 
one specific embodiment, which should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way, the electronic device 12 is an insulin 
infusion pump and the remote electronic device 14 is a hand 
held smartphone. In other embodiments, the functionality of 
the electronic devices 12 and 14 may be reversed, i.e., the 
electronic device 14 may be a medical device, ambulatory or 
otherwise, and the electronic device 12 may be a remote 
electronic device. In still other embodiments, the electronic 
devices 12 and 14 may both be medical devices, ambulatory 
or otherwise, and in further embodiments the electronic 
devices 12 and 14 may both be non-medical electronic 
devices. 
The electronic device 14 may or may not be configured 

identically to the electronic device 12, and in any case the 
electronic devices 12 and 14 are configured to communicate 
wirelessly with each other via a conventional communication 
medium 13. Examples of the communication medium 13 may 
include, but should not be limited to, radio frequency (RF), 
infrared (IR), microwave, inductive coupling, or the like. In 
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4 
one specific example, which should not be considered limit 
ing in any way, the electronic devices 12 and 14 are each 
configured to communicate via RF according to a conven 
tional BlueTooth R radio frequency communications proto 
col. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the electronic device 12 
includes a device function processor 16 that is configured to 
control all functional operations of the device 12 but not 
including telemetry operations, i.e., wireless communica 
tions with the electronic device 14. A clock circuit, 20 is 
electrically connected to the device function processor 16, 
and the timing of operation of the device function processor 
16 is controlled by the clock circuit 20. The electronic device 
12 further includes a telemetry processor 18 that is electri 
cally coupled to the device function processor 16. The telem 
etry processor 18 is configured to control wireless communi 
cation with the electronic device 14, but not device functions, 
i.e., non-telemetry operations of the electronic device 12. 
Another clock circuit 22 is electrically connected to the 
telemetry processor 18, and the timing of operation of the 
telemetry processor 18 is controlled by the clock circuit 22. 
A clock and data decoding circuit 30 is illustratively con 

nected between the device function processor 16 and the 
telemetry processor 18. The clock and data decoding circuit 
30 is shown in FIG. 1 as a dashed line representation to 
indicate that in some embodiments all of the clock and data 
decoding circuitry is outside of and between the device func 
tion processor 16 and the telemetry processor 18, in other 
embodiments some or all of the clock and data decoding 
circuitry 30 may be located in the device function processor 
16, and in still other embodiments some or all of the clock and 
data decoding circuitry 30 may be located in the telemetry 
processor 18. In any case, the clock and data decoding circuit 
30 is configured to decode and separate clock signals and data 
signals from wireless messages sent by the electronic device 
14 to the electronic device 12 via the communication medium 
13, and to use the decoded clock signals to control transfer of 
the decoded data signals from the telemetry processor 18 to 
the device function processor 16. 
The electronic device 12 further includes a user interface 

24 that is electrically connected to the device function pro 
cessor 16. The user interface 24 illustrated in FIG. 1 illustra 
tively includes a conventional keypad 26 and a conventional 
display unit 28. The device function processor 16 illustra 
tively receives user input via the key pad 26, and provides 
notifications or messages to the user via the display unit 28. 
The keypad 26 may be or include one or more special purpose 
keys or buttons, a conventional full-function keyboard Such 
as those typically found on a personal, laptop or notebook 
computer, or some number of keys or buttons between one 
key or button and a full-function keyboard. The display unit 
28 may be a conventional liquid crystal display (LCD) unit, or 
may alternatively be or include a conventional vacuum fluo 
rescent display unit, a conventional light emitting diode 
(LED) display, one or more conventional light emitting 
diodes or segments, or the like. Alternatively or additionally, 
the user interface 24 may include one or more additional 
information input devices for providing information from a 
user or another electronic system to the electronic device 12. 
Examples of Such one or more additional information input 
devices include, but should not be limited to, a conventional 
touch-screen display, conventional Voice-activated informa 
tion input circuitry, a conventional wired or wireless data port 
configured to communicate with an external electronic sys 
tem or the like. Alternatively or additionally still, the user 
interface 24 may include one or more other notification or 
information transfer devices for providing information to a 
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user or other electronic system. Examples of such one or more 
other notification or information transfer devices include, but 
should not be limited to, a conventional audio indication 
device, one or more conventional speakers, a conventional 
tactile indication device, a conventional wired or wireless 
data port configured to communicate with an external elec 
tronic system or the like. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, a diagram of one illustrative 
embodiment of the device function processor 16, the telem 
etry processor 18 and the clock and data decoding circuit 30" 
respectively is shown. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
device function processor 16 includes two separate processor 
circuits. A main processor 40 is electrically connected to a 
non-volatile memory 42, e.g., a conventional FLASH 
memory, a Volatile memory 44, e.g., a random access memory 
(RAM) and a clock circuit 50. The main processor 40 may be, 
for example, a model V850SA1, 32-bit microcontroller that is 
commercially available from NEC corporation, although the 
main processor 40 may alternatively be implemented using 
other conventional microprocessor-based or non-micropro 
cessor-based circuits. 
The device function processor 16 further includes a super 

visor processor 46 that is electrically connected to the main 
processor 40 and also to a clock circuit 48. The clock circuits 
48 and 50 illustratively comprise the clock circuit 20 illus 
trated in FIG. 1. The supervisor processor 46 may be, for 
example, a model PIC12C509, 8-bit microcontroller that is 
commercially available from Microchip Technology, Inc., 
although the Supervisor processor 46 may alternatively be 
implemented using other conventional microprocessor-based 
or non-microprocessor-based circuits. Generally, the main 
processor 40 controls the functional operations of the elec 
tronic device 12 and the supervisor processor 46 continually 
monitors the main processor 40 and activates an alarm if the 
main processor 40 malfunctions. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the telemetry processor 18 is 
electrically connected to the clock circuit 22, and includes a 
conventional base band and logic section 52 and a conven 
tional radio frequency (RF) transceiver circuit 54. In one 
embodiment, the telemetry processor 18 includes a main 
processor and a separate wireless communication processor. 
In one example of this embodiment in which the wireless 
communication protocol is a BlueTooth R. RF communica 
tions protocol, the wireless communication processor may, 
for example, be a BlueCore 4-ROM Plug-N-Go, single chip 
radio and baseband circuit that is commercially available 
from a number of Suppliers such as CSR, and the main pro 
cessor may be, for example, a model MSP430F2471 16-bit 
microcontroller as described above. In this example embodi 
ment, the wireless communication processor handles the 
BlueTooth R communications, i.e., the lower layer of the 
BlueTooth R) protocol stack, and the main processor handles 
the upper layer of the BlueTooth R protocol stack and, in some 
embodiments, an additional Security layer. In alternative 
embodiments, the main processor and the wireless commu 
nication processor may be substituted by a single telemetry 
processor, e.g., a single BlueCore 4-ROM Plug-N-Go, single 
chip radio and baseband circuit. 
The electronic device 14 controls all communication on the 

electronic device 12 between the device function processor 
16 and the telemetry processor 18. In particular, the electronic 
device 14 generates a clock signal which is passed wirelessly 
along with data in the form of messages to the electronic 
device 12 via the wireless communication medium 13. The 
electronic device 12 demodulates the clock signal from the 
wireless messages, and the clock signal is then employed 
within the electronic device 12 to control the timing of com 
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6 
munication of the data between the device function processor 
16 and the telemetry processor 18. All communication 
between the device function processor 16 and the telemetry 
processor 18 is thus controlled by messages wirelessly trans 
mitted by the electronic device 14 and received by the elec 
tronic device 12. The electronic device 14 may send polling 
requests, interrupts, triggers, synchronization and the like to 
the device function processor 16 via the telemetry processor 
18. 

During communications between the device function pro 
cessor 16 and the telemetry processor 18 as just described, the 
device function processor 16 and the telemetry processor 18 
operate separately and independently of each other. The 
device function processor 16 controls only the functions and 
operations of the electronic device 12 that are not telemetry 
related, and the telemetry processor 18 controls only the 
telemetry operations. No signals related to polling requests, 
interrupts, triggers, synchronization or the like are originated 
by and sent from the device function processor 16 to the 
telemetry processor 18 or vice versa. Moreover, the device 
function processor 16 does not control any aspect of when or 
how the telemetry processor 18 transmits or receives mes 
sages or information packets, and the telemetry processor 18 
does not control any aspect of when or how the device func 
tion processor 16 processes messages or information packets. 
Any message or information packet that is wirelessly trans 
mitted by the electronic device 14 to the electronic device 12 
is forwarded unchanged by the telemetry processor 18 to the 
device function processor 16. 

In one embodiment, the electronic device 14 wirelessly 
transmits data and clock signals to the electronic device 12 
using self-clocking codes. Generally, self-clocking codes 
combine data and a clock signal into one signal Such that the 
coded signal can be decoded to determine the data and clock 
signal without a separate clock or other source of synchroni 
Zation. This is typically accomplished by including synchro 
nization information within the data portion of the message. 
For example, the clock signal may typically be included as 
Some type of run length limited code (e.g., one that limits the 
number of back-to-back ones or Zeros), and the run length 
limit is generally selected to limit the run length of ones or 
Zeros in Such a way that the receiver of the message can 
maintain synchronization for the duration of the message. It 
will be understood, however, that the inclusion of clock signal 
information in wireless messages transmitted from the elec 
tronic device 14 to the electronic device 12 will generally 
increase the signal bandwidth over messages transmitted 
without embedded clock signals. 

Generally, including self-clocking codes in the wireless 
signals transmitted by the electronic device 14 to the elec 
tronic device 12 requires suitable circuitry or software for 
decoding the clock and data signals from the wireless mes 
sages. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, for example, 
Such a clock and data decoding circuit 30' is provided sepa 
rately from the device function processor 16 and the telemetry 
processor 18. In the illustrated embodiment, the clock and 
data decoding circuit 30' includes a conventional phase lock 
loop (PLL) 56 and a decoder circuit 58 each having an input 
electrically connected to and receiving information packets 
from the telemetry processor 18. The telemetry processor 18 
is operable to receive messages wirelessly transmitted by the 
electronic device 14, and to extract the information packets 
from the wirelessly received messages by unpacking the 
information packets from the wireless communication proto 
col, e.g., from the BlueTooth R communication protocol. In 
the illustrated embodiment, the information packets include 
data and clock information in the form of self-clocking codes 
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that are decoded by the PLL 56 and the decoder circuit 58. 
The PLL 56 is operable to extract the clock information from 
the information packets to produce clock signals, and to pro 
vide a PLL clock to the decoder circuit 58 as illustrated in 
FIG. 2. The decoder circuit 58 is operable to decode the data 
from the information packets by removing the self-clocking 
codes embedded in the information packets using the PLL 
clock. Outputs of the PLL 56 and the decoder circuit 58 are 
electrically connected to the device function processor 16, 
and the resulting clock signal output of the PLL 56 and the 
decoded data signal output of the decoder circuit 58 are both 
provided to the main processor 40 of the device function 
processor 16. The main processor 40 then uses the clock 
signal provided by the PLL56 to read the data signal provided 
by the decoder circuit 58. The communication between the 
telemetry processor 18 and the device function processor 16 
is thus synchronized by the clock signal generated and pro 
vided by the electronic device 14. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a flowchart is shown of one 
illustrative embodiment of a process for transmitting data 
from the electronic device 14 in the form of wireless mes 
sages containing self-clocking codes to the device function 
processor 16 of the electronic device 12 using the clock and 
data decoding circuit 30' illustrated in FIG. 2. The flowchart 
of FIG. 3 is partitioned into the various entities and device/ 
electrical components that carry out the various acts of the 
clock and data extracting process. Thus, for example, the 
device function processor 16 will carry out some of the acts, 
the clock and data decoding circuit 30' will carry out some of 
the acts, the telemetry processor 18 will carry out some of the 
acts, and the electronic device 14 will carry out some of the 
acts. The illustrated process begins at step 60 where the elec 
tronic device 14 wirelessly transmits a preamble to the telem 
etry processor 18 of the electronic device 12 via the wireless 
communication medium 13. Thereafter at step 62, the telem 
etry processor 18 is operable to unpack the preamble from the 
wireless communication protocol structure and to provide the 
unpacked preamble to the clock and data decoding circuit 30" 
to wake up the communication channel between the telemetry 
processor 18 and the device function processor 16 at step 64. 
Thereafter at step 66, the information contained in the 
unpacked preamble locks the PLL 56 such that the PLL runs 
with the PLL clock operating at a predetermined PLL clock 
rate or frequency. In one embodiment, the preamble contains 
a sequence of ones and Zeros that changes state at each bit, 
e.g., 10101010, although this disclosure contemplates other 
preamble contents. With the PLL 56 running at a PLL clock 
rate, the electronic device 14 then wirelessly transmits a start 
command with embedded self-clocking codes at step 68 to 
the telemetry processor 18 of the electronic device 12 via the 
wireless communication medium 13. The telemetry proces 
sor 18 is thereafter operable at step 70 to unpack the start 
command from the wireless communication protocol struc 
ture, and to provide the unpacked start command to the clock 
and data decoding circuit 30'. At step 72, the decoder circuit 
58 decodes the unpacked start command by removing the 
self-clocking codes from the unpacked start command using 
the PLL clock provided by the PLL 56. The resulting decoded 
start command is sent to the device function processor 16 at 
step 74. While the decoded start command is being sent to the 
device function processor 16, the PLL clock is updated at 
each high to low or low to high transition of the data trans 
mission. When the decoded start command is received by the 
device function processor 16, the device function processor 
16 is prepared to receive data until a stop command is 
received. 
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8 
After sending the start command, the electronic device 14 

is operable to wirelessly transmit a first information packet 
with embedded self-clocking codes at step 76. The telemetry 
processor 18 is thereafter operable at step 78 to unpack the 
first information packet from the wireless communication 
protocol structure, and to provide the unpacked first informa 
tion packet to the clock and data decoding circuit 30'. There 
after at step 80, the decoder circuit 58 decodes the unpacked 
information packet by removing the self-clocking codes from 
the unpacked first information packet using the PLL clock 
provided by the PLL 56. The resulting decoded first informa 
tion packet is then sent to the device function processor 16 at 
step 82. While the decoded first information packet is being 
sent to the device function processor 16, operation of the PLL 
56 is updated at each high to low or low to high transition of 
the data transmission, e.g., by updating the PLL clock. When 
the decoded information packet is received by the device 
function processor 16, the device function processor 16 is acts 
upon the information contained in the first information packet 
as appropriate. This process is repeated for N information 
packets as illustrated in FIG. 3, where N may be any positive 
integer. After the last, e.g., Nith, information packet is sent, the 
electronic device 14 is operable at step 84 to wirelessly trans 
mit a stop command with embedded self-clocking codes to 
the telemetry processor 18 of the electronic device 12 via the 
wireless communication medium 13. The telemetry proces 
sor 18 is thereafter operable at step 86 to unpack the stop 
command from the wireless communication protocol struc 
ture, and to provide the unpacked start command to the clock 
and data decoding circuit 30'. At step 88, the decoder circuit 
58 decodes the unpacked stop command by removing the 
self-clocking codes from the unpacked stop command using 
the PLL clock provided by the PLL 56. The resulting decoded 
stop command is sent to the device function processor 16 at 
step 90. While the decoded stop command is being sent to the 
device function processor 16, the PLL clock is updated at 
each high to low or low to high transition of the data trans 
mission. When the decoded stop command is received by the 
device function processor 16, the device function processor 
16 is informed that no further information packets will follow 
until another start command is received. When the PLL 56 
thereafter loses its synchronization resulting from the 
absence of information packets Supplied to the clock and data 
decoding circuit 30' by the telemetry processor 18, the com 
munication channel between the telemetry processor 18 and 
the device function processor 16 goes back to a sleep state. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, a timing diagram is shown illus 
trating operation of one illustrative embodiment of the decod 
ing circuit 58. In the illustrated embodiment, the clock signal 
exiting the PLL 56 and the data signal exiting the decoder 
circuit 58 are shown along with one illustrative set of decod 
ing signals. In the illustrated example, the decoding signals 
are conventional Manchester decoding signals with one being 
the inverse of the other. The Manchester code illustrated in 
FIG. 4 illustratively encodes a “0” as a low to high transition 
in the middle of a clock cycle and a “1” as a high to low 
transition. The Manchester code is accordingly well suited for 
the illustrated communication scheme as each bit as a resyn 
chronization transition. In alternative embodiments, other 
conventional self-clocking codes and corresponding decod 
ing schemes may be used in place of the Manchester code 
illustrated in FIG. 4. Examples of such alternative conven 
tional coding and decoding schemes include, but should not 
be limited to, Plesiochronous Digital Hierarchy, Eight-to 
Fourteen Modulation, 4B5B encoding/decoding, 8b/10b self 
clocking code, High-Level Data Link Control (HDLC), 
Modified Frequency Modulation (MFM) or the like. 
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Referring now to FIG. 5, another illustrative embodiment 
of the device function processor 16, the telemetry processor 
18 and the clock and data decoding circuit 30" respectively is 
shown. In the illustrated embodiment, the device function 
processor 16 and the telemetry processor 18 are identical to 
the device function processor 16 and the telemetry processor 
18 illustrated and describe hereinabove with respect to FIG.2. 
Like numbers are therefore used in FIG. 5 to identify like 
components. The clock and data decoding circuit 30" differs 
from the clock and data decoding circuit 30' of FIG. 2 in that 
the portion of the clock and data decoding circuit 30" that is 
separate from and connected between the device function 
processor 16 and the telemetry processor 18 includes only the 
PLL 56. Operation of the PLL 56 may is illustratively iden 
tical to that described above with respect to the process of 
FIG. 3. The decoding circuit 58, in this embodiment, is 
included in the main processor 40 of the device function 
processor 16 in the form of instructions that are stored in the 
memory 42 and that are executable by the main processor 40 
to decode the data from the wirelessly received information at 
a decode rate defined by the clock signal produced by the PLL 
circuit 56. In this embodiment, a decoding scheme other than 
the Manchester decoding scheme is used to directly convert 
bit codes into commands or data. Illustratively, decoding 
schemes based on x-to-y coding, e.g., 4B5B or 8B10B, may 
be used. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, yet another illustrative embodi 
ment of the device function processor 16, the telemetry pro 
cessor 18 and the clock and data decoding circuit 30" respec 
tively is shown. In the illustrated embodiment, the device 
function processor 16 and the telemetry processor 18 are 
identical to the device function processor 16 and the telemetry 
processor 18 illustrated and describe hereinabove with 
respect to FIG. 2. Like numbers are therefore used in FIG. 5 
to identify like components. The clock and data decoding 
circuit 30" differs from the clock and data decoding circuits 
30' of FIGS. 2 and 30" of FIG. 5 in that the entirety of the 
clocking and data decoding circuit 30" is, in this embodi 
ment, included in the main processor 40 of the device function 
processor 16 in the form of instructions that are stored in the 
memory 42 and that are executable by the main processor 40 
to carry out the entirety of the operation of the clock and data 
decoding circuit 30' as described with respect to FIGS. 2-4. 
For example, the instructions stored in the memory 42 are 
executable by the main processor 40 to extract the clock 
information from the wirelessly received information to pro 
duce the clock signal that was produced in the previous 
embodiments by the PLL 56, and to decode the data from the 
wirelessly received information at a decode rate defined by 
the clock signal. The task of the telemetry processor 18, in this 
embodiment, is thus to receive messages wirelessly transmit 
ted by the electronic device 14, to unpack the messages from 
the wireless communication protocol structure, and to send 
the unpacked messages in their entirety to the device function 
processor 16. The PLL implementation in the main processor 
40 is illustratively accomplished using software that is based 
on interrupts and internal timers of the main processor 40. As 
with the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, a decoding scheme 
other than the Manchester decoding scheme is illustratively 
used in this embodiment to directly convert bit codes into 
commands or data in the main processor 40. Again, decoding 
schemes based on x-to-y coding, e.g., 4B5B or 8B10B, may 
illustratively be used. 

Referring now to FIG. 7, yet another embodiment of the 
device function processor 16 and the telemetry processor 18 
is shown. In the illustrated embodiment, the electronic device 
14 wirelessly transmits data and clock signals to the elec 
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10 
tronic device 12 using two separate channels; one that trans 
mits clock information and another that transmits data. The 
telemetry processor 18 in this embodiment is accordingly 
configured to process and decode the two incoming channels 
into two synchronous output channels; one that contains data 
extracted by the telemetry processor 18 from one of the two 
incoming channels and the other that contains a clock signal 
extracted by the telemetry processor 18 from the clock infor 
mation in the other incoming channel. One of the synchro 
nous output channels carries the decoded or extracted clock 
signal to the device function processor 16, and the other 
synchronous output channel carries the decoded data signal to 
the device function processor 16. 

In one embodiment in which BlueTooth R) communication 
protocol is used, information may be wirelessly transferred 
between the electronic device 12 and the electronic device 14 
in the form of information packets or on a dedicated audio 
format (e.g., pulse code modulated) via a synchronous con 
nection-oriented link (SCO) or an asynchronous connection 
less link (ACL). Illustratively, clock and data decoding circuit 
30" in this embodiment includes a microcontroller connected 
to the BlueTooth R) processor to extract bit streams of data 
from the information packets in the data channel. The audio 
channel may then be used to transmit a modulated audio 
signal, e.g., via phase or frequency modulation, to be used as 
the clock signal. In an alternative embodiment, a conventional 
transceiver may be included in the telemetry processor 18 to 
implement a radio frequency (RF) link which directly outputs 
received data bits on a dedicated pin. The transceiver may be, 
for example, a nRF2401A transceiver that is commercially 
available from Nordic Semiconductor, although other trans 
ceiver circuits may alternatively be used. The RF link does not 
follow the BlueTooth R standard, however, and therefore does 
not support two simultaneous communication channels. 
Additional circuitry is thus required to convert the audio 
signal into a Suitable clock signal. Those skilled in the art will 
be aware of conventional circuitry that can be used to convert 
the audio signal into a suitable clock signal and to synchro 
nize the clock signal with the data bits on the RF link. 

Referring to FIG. 8, another illustrative embodiment of 
wireless communication system 100 is shown. As with the 
communication system 10 illustrated in FIG. 1, the wireless 
communication system 100 illustrated in FIG. 8 is configured 
for wireless communications between two separate electronic 
devices 12 and 14'. In this example, the electronic device 12 is 
a medical device and the electronic device 14' is a remote 
electronic device, although the electronic device 12 may 
alternatively be a wireless communication device and the 
electronic device 14" may be a medical device or the elec 
tronic devices 12 and 14" may both be medical devices or 
wireless communication devices. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the electronic device 12 may 
be identical to the electronic device 12 illustrated and 
described with respect to FIG. 1, with the exception that the 
device function processor 16 is directly connected to the 
telemetry processor 18, and in this embodiment the device 
function processor 16 may provide information to the telem 
etry system 18 for wireless transmission to the electronic 
device 14. It will be understood, however, that apart from the 
processors 16, 18 and the clock and data decoding circuit 30 
the electronic device 12 may alternatively include more or 
fewer electronic components than that illustrated and 
describe with respect to FIG. 1. The electronic device 14 
illustratively contains the same elements as the electronic 
device 12 with the same functions as the electronic device 12. 
Thus, for example, the electronic device 14' illustratively 
includes a device function processor 116 that is configured to 
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control all functional operations of the device 14" but not 
including telemetry operations, i.e., wireless communica 
tions with the electronic device 12, a clock circuit, 120 elec 
trically connected to the device function processor 116, 
wherein the timing of operation of the device function pro 
cessor 116 is controlled by the clock circuit 120. The elec 
tronic device 14' further includes a telemetry processor 118 
that is electrically coupled to the device function processor 
116 via a clock and data decoding circuit 130 and also via 
direct electrical connection. The telemetry processor 118 is 
configured to control wireless communication with the elec 
tronic device 12, but not device functions, i.e., non-telemetry 
operations of the electronic device 14'. Another clock circuit 
122 is electrically connected to the telemetry processor 118, 
and the timing of operation of the telemetry processor 118 is 
controlled by the clock circuit 122. In the illustrated embodi 
ment the clock and data decoding circuit 130 connected 
between the device function processor 116 and the telemetry 
processor 118 may be implemented in any of the forms illus 
trated and described herein with respect to FIGS. 2-7. The 
electronic device 14" may further includes a user interface 124 
that may include a keypad 126 and/or a display device 128 as 
illustrated and described with respect to FIG. 1. 

It should be understood that the embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 8 is not limited to two identical electronic devices. It 
should also be understood that the two clock and data decod 
ing circuits 30 and 130 need not be implemented identically, 
and either of the clock and data decoding circuits 30 and 130 
may be implemented accordingly to any of the previous 
embodiments illustrated and described with respect to FIGS. 
2-7. 

In the embodiment of the system 100 illustrated in FIG. 8, 
the electronic devices 12 and 14' are each configured for 
two-way communications. The direct connection between the 
device function processor 16, 160 and the telemetry processor 
30, 130 is used for transmitting data from the device function 
processor 16, 116 to the other device function processor 116, 
16 in the form of wireless messages containing self-clocking 
codes. It should be clear to those skilled in the art that the 
communication system 100, according to the flow chart in 
FIG. 3, allows forbidirectional communication between the 
electronic device 12 and the electronic device 14'. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described in 
detail in the foregoing drawings and description, the same is 
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character, 
it being understood that only illustrative embodiments 
thereof have been shown and described and that all changes 
and modifications that come within the spirit of the invention 
are desired to be protected. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An electronic device (12) for processing information that 

includes data and clock information and that is wirelessly 
received from another electronic device (14), the electronic 
device (12) comprising: 

a first processor (18) that controls operations associated 
only with wireless communications with the another 
electronic device (14) and excluding operations associ 
ated only with the electronic device (12), the informa 
tion wirelessly received by the electronic device from 
the another electronic device comprising at least one 
information packet containing the data and clock infor 
mation, a preamble that precedes the at least one infor 
mation packet and a start command that follows the 
preamble and that precedes the at least one information 
packet, the first processor (18) configured to extract the 
preamble, the start command and the at least one infor 
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12 
mation packet from the information wirelessly received 
by the electronic device (12) from the another electronic 
device (14), 

a second processor (16) that controls the operations asso 
ciated only with the electronic device (12) and excluding 
the operations associated with the wireless communica 
tions with the another device (14), 

a phase lock loop circuit (56) having an input connected to 
the first processor (18) a first output connected to the 
second processor (16) and a second output, the phase 
lock loop circuit (56) being normally in a sleep state and 
configured to be responsive to the preamble to wake up 
from the sleep state and to lock and run with a phase lock 
loop clock that operates at a phase lock loop clock rate, 
wherein the phase lock loop circuit (56) extracts the 
clock information from the at least one information 
packet and produces the clock signal and 

a decoder circuit (58) having a first input connected to the 
first processor (18), a second input connected to the 
phase lock loop circuit (56) and an output connected to 
the second processor (16), wherein the decoder circuit 
(58) decodes the data from the at least one information 
packet and produces the data, the decoder circuit (58) 
decodes the start command by removing the clock infor 
mation from the extracted Start command as a function 
of the phase lock loop clock, 

and wherein the decoded start command received by the 
second processor (16) alerts the second processor (16) 
that data will subsequently be sent thereto by the another 
electronic device (14) 

wherein the second processor (16) Synchronously receives 
the data using the clock signal, 

and wherein only the second processor (16) acts upon the 
data. 

2. The electronic device (12) of claim 1 wherein the phase 
lock loop circuit (56) is configured to be responsive to tran 
sitions of the data contained in the extracted Start command to 
update operation of the phase lock loop circuit (56). 

3. The electronic device (12) of claim 1 wherein the 
decoder circuit (58) is configured to decode the data from the 
at least one information packet by removing the clock infor 
mation from the at least one information packet as a function 
of the phase lock loop clock. 

4. The electronic device (12) of claim 3 wherein the phase 
lock loop circuit (56) is configured to be responsive to tran 
sitions of the data contained in the at least one information 
packet to update operation of the phase lock loop circuit (56). 

5. The electronic device (12) of claim3 wherein the infor 
mation wirelessly received by the electronic device (12) from 
the another electronic device (14) comprises a plurality of 
information packets following the start command, 

and wherein the decoder circuit (58) is configured to 
decode the data from the plurality of information pack 
ets by removing the clock information from each of the 
plurality of information packet as a function of the phase 
lock loop clock. 

6. The electronic device (12) of claim 5 wherein the phase 
lock loop circuit (56) is configured to be responsive to tran 
sitions of the data contained in the each of the plurality of 
information packets to update operation of the phase lock 
loop circuit (56). 

7. The electronic device (12) of claim 1 wherein the infor 
mation wirelessly received by the electronic device (12) from 
the another electronic device (14) further comprises a stop 
command that follows the at least one information packet, 
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and wherein the first processor (18) is configured to extract 
the stop command from the information wirelessly 
received by the electronic device (12) from the another 
electronic device (14), 

and wherein the decoder circuit (58) decodes the stop com 
mand by removing the clock information from the infor 
mation extracted stop command as a function of the 
phase lock loop clock, 

and wherein the decoded stop command received by the 
second processor (16) alerts the second processor (16) 
that no further data will subsequently be sent thereto by 
the another electronic device (14). 
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8. The electronic device (12) of claim 7 wherein the phase 

lock loop circuit (56) is configured to be responsive to tran 
sitions of the data contained in the extracted stop command to 
update operation of the phase lock loop circuit (56). 

9. The electronic device (12) of claim 7 wherein the phase 
lock loop circuit (56) reenters the sleep state resulting from 
failure by the electronic device (12) to wirelessly receive 
further information from the another electronic device (14) 
following receipt of the stop command. 


