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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHARLES H. BAYLEY, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 
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Application filed January 16, 1890, Serial No. 337,139, (No model.) 

To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES H. BAYLEY, 

of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Coin - Operated Holders for Books or other 
Articles, of which the following description, 
in connection with the accompanying draw. 
ings, is a specification, like letters on the 
drawings representing like parts. 
This invention has for its object to con 

struct an automatic apparatus by which 
books, papers, magazines, or other articles 
held in a suitable frame or box may be ren 
dered accessible, so as to be removed and read 
Or lSed, but Only after the placing of a coin 
in certain releasing mechanism to be de 
Scribed. 

In accordance with my invention a book, 
magazine, paper, or other article is held in a 
frame Or box by suitable locking mechanism, 
the latter having co-operating with it certain 
releasing mechanism constructed and ar 
ranged to be operated by a coin to release the 
locking mechanisin. 
The book or other article is shown as at 

tached to the frame by a chain or cord, so that 
it cannot be carried away, said chain or cord 
being, however, detachable to enable the 
book o' article to be changed one for another. 

Figure 1 shows in front elevation a frame 
or box for holding books and other articles, 
it being provided with a locking and releas 
ing device embodying this invention; Fig. 2, 
a Vertical section of the frame and attached 
devices shown in Fig. 1, taken on the dotted 
line a 3: Figs. 3, 4, and 5, vertical sectional 
details of the releasing device to be described, 
FigS. 3 and 4 showing a coin in the releasing 
device; Fig. 6, a perspective detail of part 
of the releasing device; and Figs. 7 and S, de 
tails to be referred to, showing the locking de 
vice for the chain or cold. 
The frame or box as herein represented 

consists, essentially, of a back-board Ct, base 
a', sides a, and front slats a, within which 
is a book b, or it may be other reading mat 
ter or article which it is desired to use. 
A cap or plate c, herein shown substan 

tially as long as the frame is wide and hav 
ing journals c' at each end by which to pivot 
it in the frame or box, constitutes a cover or 

lid, said plate curved, as shown in Fig. 2, over 
lapping or closing the opening leading into 
the frame and having an extension c', which 
terminates near or rests against the upper 
edge of the upper front slata. The plate or 
lid changs by gravity. 
Two guideways did, secured to the base 

of the front slat a by suitable screws a, 
are slotted at 10 to receive the ends of a rod 
or journal d' of an arm d, normally held ele 
vated, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, by means of 
a releasing device to be described. When 
the arm cl is in its vertical or elevated posi 
tion, Figs. 1 and 2, it constitutes a locking 
device for the plate or lid c, preventing it 
from being raised, the locking device at such 
time entering a hole e' in the arm d and 
holding it up, as in Figs. 1 and 2. 
The releasing device comprising a latch e, 

(see Figs. 3, 4, and 6,) attached to the rear 
side of a box-like frame or structure e', has, 
as shown, a recess or opening at its rear side 
to permit the entrance of a push-button when 
a coin is not present, the lower end of the 
said latch engaging the upper end of the 
arm d. - 
The box-like frame of structure e' has a hole 

or slot eat or near its upper end of sufficient 
size to receive a coin of any desired de 
nomination, the length of the slot being equal 
to the diameter of a coin of the desired de 
nomination. The recess in the latch e is Sur 
rounded by a suitable projection (shown as 
an annular flange) e, or it may be a socketed 
boss which projects through an opening 
formed in the rear side of the box-like frame. 
The flange e' terminates a short distance 
from the inner side of the front plate of the 
box-like frame or structure e', the interven 
ing space being substantially equal to the 
thickness of the coin to be dropped into the 
frame. 
The inner side of the back plate of the 

box-like structure e' has an inclined guide or 
projection e' to guide the coin into the space 
between the flange e' and the face-plate of the 
box. The coin when in this position rests 
upon a platform'or barf, (shown best in Fig. 
5,) pivoted at f', said bar normally resting 
upon the upper end of the arm d. 
The face of the box e' has a hole through 
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... it at a point opposite the center of the ?lange 
e', which hole receives a studg or push-but 
ton having at one end a head g' of any suit 
able construction, said stud being normally 

5 retracted, as in Fig. 5, by means of a spring 
g, and, as herein shown, the spring and stud 
are for the most part concealed by a cap.g. 
The end of the stud g within the box-like 
frame e' normally lies flush with the inner 

Io side of the face thereof, and when a coin is 
dropped into the box and is held on the piv 
oted bar if a person by pressing upon the 
studor push-buttong' will move it and cause 
the stud to strike against the said coin, and 

I5 the latter in turn acting on the latch e will 
move it rearwardly, thus releasing the arm d, 
which will fall by gravity and permit the bar 
f to drop onto the outer end of the latch e. 
The box-like frame or structure e' has a 

2O hole or passage through one of its side walls, 
as at e", (see Fig. 5,) so that a coin dropped 
into the structure e' will, after the arm d has 
been released and the barf has dropped, roll 
along the inclined upper side of the said bar 

25 f and pass out through the said opening e 
into the main body of the said structure, where 
it will be retained until the cover of the 
Structure has been opened. The locking de 
vice d, having been released, will drop into 

3o the dotted-line position, Fig. 2, when the plate 
or lid c may be lifted and the book or other 
article may be removed. 
To reset the apparatus, the arm d will be 

pushed up into the box-like frame e' into 
35 proper position, lifting the barf, and thereby 

permitting the latch to again return to its 
normal position and engage the arm. Should 
the stud or push-button g be pressed when a 
coin is not in place, it will simply enter the 

4o recess bounded by the flange e'. - 
A flexible connection, as a chain or cord O, 

is attached to the book, magazine, or other 
article b to be held in the frame, and the op 
posite end of the said chain or cord has formed 

5 on or attached to it a co-operative part of an 
auxiliary locking device, (best shown in Figs. 
7 and S,) it consisting of a block, as O', having 
an annular groove o', said block passing 
through a hole in the box or frame e'. A flat 

5o Spring O bears against the end of the block 
o' to normally press it outward, and another 
flat spring o', having a bifurcated end, bears 
upon the block o', the end thereof entering 
the annular groove. 

55 To remove the block o' the spring o°is raised 
by hand, the top of the boxe' being open for 
such purpose; but to replace the block it is 
simply pushed against the spring o' until the 
Spring obears down upon and engages it. 

6o Many of the elements comprising this in 
vention may be variously modified, and hence 

--Jito not desire to limit my invention to the 
particular devices shown, for I believe myself 
to be the first to contrive a frame or box to 

65 hold a book or other similar-shaped article 
locked therein, but which may be taken from 

the frame or box and read after the introduc 
tion of a coin into a releasing device for the 
locking device. 
The box may contain an opera-glass. 
I claim 
1. A frame to hold a book or other article, 

a lid therefor, and a gravity-actuated arm d 
for the lid, and guideways for said arm d, com 
bined with a releasing device for the said 
gravity-actuated arm d, the releasing device 
being composed of a latch and stud for mov 
ing it when a coin is interposed between the 
latch and stud, substantially as described. 

2. A frame to contain a book, magazine, or 
other article, a locking device to retain the 
frame closed about the article, and a releas 
ing device for the said locking device, com 
bined with a flexible connection to which the 
article is attached and a spring-actuatedlock 
ing device, substantially as described, for the 
said flexible connection, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

3. A frame to contain a book or other arti 
cle, a gravity-actuated lid therefor, an arm, 
as d, co-operating with the lid, and a l'eleas 
ing device for the said arm d, the said releas 
ing device including a latch adapted to en 
gage and hold the said arm d, a flange on said 
latch, and a stud or push-button adapted to 
move the latch when a coin is interposed be 
tween the said flange and stud, Substantially 
as described. 

4. A frame to contain a book or other arti 
cle, a locking device therefor, consisting of an 
arm d, adapted to slide in guideWays, a releas 
ing device composed of a latch having a pro 

75 

95 

IOC 

jection e', and means, substantially as de 
scribed, for moving the releasing device, com 
bined with a box-like frame or structure hav 
ing a slot or opening to receive a coin and by 
co-operation with which the latch is moved, 
substantially as described. 

5. The frame to contain a book or other ar 
ticle, a locking device therefor, a latch hav 
ing a projection, a push-button, and a bOX 
like frame or structure having an opening to 
receive a coin and another opening, as e', 
through which the coin is discharged, Com 
bined with a pivoted barf to arrest the coin 
opposite the push-button to be acted upon, as 
described, and turn the latch to release the 
locking device, as and for the purposes set 
forth. 

6. The latch having a recess at the inner side 
and a pivoted bar to arrest a coin opposite 
the said recess, combined with a push-button 
to act on the said coin. When present to move 
the latch, the movement of the push-button 
when the coin is absent not affecting the said 
latch, substantially as described. 

7. The latch having a recessatits inner side, 
a pivoted bar to act as a stop for a coin oppo 
site the said recess, and a push-button, com 
bined with a locking device adapted to be en 
gaged by the said latch, the dropping of the 
said bar engaging a shoulder of the latch and 
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holding it back until the bar is moved by the 
locking device, when it is to be re-engaged 
with the latch, substantially as described. 

8. The latch having a recess at the inner side 
5 and a pivoted bar to arrest a coin opposite 
the said recess, combined with a push-button 
to act on the said coin when present to move 
the latch, the movement of the push-button 
when the coin is absent not affecting the said 

Io latch, and an exit for the coin, the entrance 

to which is controlled by said pivoted bar, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereofI have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. 

CHARLES H. BAYLEY. 
Witnesses: - 

GEO. W. GREGORY, 
EMMA. J. BENNETT. 

  


