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57 ABSTRACT 

A zipper construction in which the slider is provided 
with a spring clip structure that retains the operating 
handle for the slider in a longitudinally extending posi 
tion above the slider with a pull line attached to the 
handle by which the slider may be moved vertically to 
open and close the zipper. The handle on the zipper 
slider in its upwardly extending position overlying and 
concealing the top edge of an opening in a garment 
such as an opening in the neckline of a dress or similar 
garment thereby concealing the open edges of the 
neckline and eliminating the necessity of providing a 
hook and eye or other similar fastener assembly to 
close the upper edge of an opening in a garment such 
as presently employed in conventional garment con 
struction. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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ANCHOR FOR ZPPER HANDLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

i. Field of the Invention 
The present invention generally relates to a garment 

fastener structure in the form of a zipper employing a 
slider and a pivotal operating handle therefor in which 
the slider is provided with spring clip elements at the 
upper edge thereof which retain the operating handle 
of the zipper in an upwardly extending position with a 
pull string or other equivalent pull device attached to 
the handle for enabling the zipper slider to be moved 
upwardly to a closed position by a person donning a 
garment thereby enabling this operation to be com 
pleted without assistance from another person even 
though the zipper closure for the garment may be lo 
cated in the rear upper edge of the dress or similar gar 
net. 
2. Description of the Prior Art 
Various zipper constructions have been provided in 

which the slider automatically locks in position and in 
which pull devices are attached to the operating handle 
for the slider to facilitate manipulation thereof. While 
zipper structures have been incorporated in various 
garments including dresses and similar garments which 
have a vertical slit-like opening communicating with 
the neckline thereof, in order to install the zipper, the 
upper stops are disposed below the top edge of the 
opening in the neckline so that even when the zipper 
slider is completely closed or moved upwardly to its 
limit of movement, there is still a vertical space that re 
mains unclosed. Usually, the top edge of the opening in 
the neckline is provided with a hook and eye or loop, 
snap fasteners or other fastener assemblies located 
above the zipper slider in order to completely close the 
neckline of the dress. Such devices are not only diffi 
cult to fasten but also frequently provide an unattrac 
tive appearance due to misalignment, bulkiness and the 
like. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a zip 
per construction in which the slider handle is provided 
with a flexible pull line or pull string by which the zip 
per may be easily closed by the person donning the gar 
ment with the flexible string then being disposed interi 
orly of the garment so that it will be substantially unno 
ticeable with the string being either flesh colored or 
colored the same color as the garment. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a zipper 

structure in which the zipper slider is provided with up 
wardly extending spring clip members which resiliently 
engage the slider handle while retaining the slider han 
dle in upwardly extending position so that it will cover 
and conceal the upper edge portion of the neckline of 
the garment thus eliminating the necessity of providing 
separate fasteners such as a hook and eye assembly. 
The outwardly exposed surface of the handle may be 
provided with suitable decorative indicia, ornamental 
jewels, stones or the like to further enhance the appear 
ance of the slider thus enabling the slider to become an 
attractive component of the garment rather than a 
structure which is partially concealed and partially re 
vealed thereby enhancing the appearance characteris 
tics of the fastening construction for the garment open 
lig. 
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2 
A further object of the invention is to provide a zip 

per structure which is conventional insofar as the inter 
locking elements and action of the sider is concerned 
but with the slider modified to secure the operating 
handle for the slider in an upwardly extending position 
in relation to the slider so that it overlies the open por 
tion of the garment disposed above the upper limit 
stops on a conventional zipper. 
Another important feature of the present invention is 

to provide an anchor for zipper handles in accordance 
with the preceding objects which is relatively simple in 
construction, easy to install, does not effect normal op 
eration of the zipper, attractive in appearance and rela 
tively inexpensive to manufacture. 
These together with other objects and advantages 

which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, 
wherein like numerals refer to like parts throughout. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. is an elevational view of the rear of a dress 
type garment with the present invention incorporated 
therein. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the construction 

of FIG. 1 illustrating the relationship of the handle to 
the slider. 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the construction of FIG. 
. 
FIG. 4 is a transverse, vertical sectional view taken 

substantially upon a plane passing along section line 
4-4 of FIG. illustrating further structural details of 
the slider with the anchor clips thereon and showing 
the relationship of the slider handle thereto. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the sider 
construction of the zipper of the present invention is 
generally designated by the numeral 0 and is illus 
trated in association with the upper back portion of a 
garment such as a dress 2 which has a neckline 14 pro 
vided with the usual vertically extending opening 16 
that is closed by a conventional zipper construction 18 
in which the interlocking components thereof are of 
conventional construction as well as the mounting 
tapes for the interlocking elements and the manner of 
installation of the zipper in the garment is conventional 
and forms no particular part of the present invention. 
A slider 20 is associated with the zipper to open and 
close the interlocking elements in a known manner 
with the zipper being so constructed that the slider 20 
will be retained in any adjusted position. Normally, the 
slider 20 is moved upwardly to its upper limit of move 
ment which is defined by a pair of limit stops provided 
at the upper end of the interlocking elements of the zip 
per thereby preventing the slider 20 from being re 
moved from the upper end of the zipper. All of the pre 
viously descussed structure represents conventional 
zipper construction. 
The slider 20 is provided with an operating handle 22 

that is pivotally connected to the slider by a mounting 
structure 24 having an aperture 26 therethrough which 
pivotally receives the handle 22 in a conventional man 
ner so that any time upward or downward vertical pres 
sure is applied on the handle 22, the slider 20 will be 



3,754,306 
3 

released and moved longitudinally in relation to the 
zipper. The handle 22 is also provided with a loop 28 
on the inner surface thereof and a decorative ornament 
29 on the outer surface thereof. 
Attached to the handle 22 is an elongated flexible 

line 30 which may be in the form of a string, wire mem 
ber, plastic member or the like attached to the handle 
22 by being tied through the loop 28 with the length of 
the line 30 being sufficient to enable a person donning 
the garment 12 to reach the flexible line 30 and pull up 
wardly thereon by extending either hand over the 
shoulder area thereby enabling the zipper to be closed 
without requiring the assistance of another person. 
After the zipper slider 20 has been moved upwardly to 
its upper limit, the string 30 is positioned inwardly of 
the garment as illustrated in FIG. 1 thus substantially 
concealing the flexible line 30 but enabling it to be used 
again when it is desired to open the zipper structure by 
moving the slider 20 downwardly in which event the 
flexible line 30 would be dropped downwardly on the 
exterior of the garment to an area adjacent the waist 
region of the wearer so that a person wearing the dress 
could grasp the flexible line by reaching around to the 
rear waist area after which downward movement of the 
slider 20 could be readily completed. 
The flexible line 30 may be neutral colored, flesh col 

ored or colored the same color or substantially the 
same color as the dress thereby rendering the flexible 
string substantially unnoticeable. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the handle 22 extends up 

wardly above the slider 20 and normally overlies the 
open upper end of the opening 16. This position of the 
handle 22 is maintained by a pair of upward side exten 
sions 32 on the slider which has inwardly facing gener 
ally channel-shaped recesses 34 which define clips for 
resiliently and frictionally engaging the side edges of 
the handle 22 thereby retaining the handle 22 in the up 
wardly extending position. Thus, while the handle 22 is 
in the upright position during manipulation of the 
slider, it can be pivoted to a horizontal or a depending 
position if desired by pulling outwardly on the upper 
end thereof which will cause the resiliency of the exten 
sion 32 to enable the channels 34 to spread apart suffi 
cient to enable movement of the handle 22 in a pivotal 
manner. The clips 34 will also enable the handle 22 to 
move slightly vertically to release the lock mechanism 
for the zipper so that the zipper will automatically lock 
in the usual and conventional manner. 
With this construction, the necessity of hook and 

eyes or other fasteners for the upper edge of the open 
ing 16 in the garment 12 is eliminated inasmuch as this 
area will be covered by the handle 22 which may be at 
tractively colored or which may be provided with deco 
rative ornaments, jewels or the like on the exterior sur 
face thereof so that the zipper slider handle, in effect 
will become a decorative ornament rather than a com 
ponent which is usually concealed in relation to the 
garment thereby not only enhancing the appearance of 
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4 
the garment but also facilitating operation of the zipper 
when the garment is being donned or removed. 
The structure of the slider 20 including the exten 

sions 32 thereon may be of the same construction such 
as metal, plastic or the like having resilient characteris 
tics to enable movement of the handle from the an 
chored position to any other desired position and also 
this construction enables the handle to be manufac 
tured in a relatively inexpensive manner thereby main 
taining the cost of a zipper construction substantially 
the same as a conventional zipper. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. In a zipper construction for closing a vertically dis 

posed opening in the upper edge of a garment such as 
a neckline opening in the rear of a dress, a slider having 
a handle pivotally mounted on the exterior surface 
thereof and generally centrally between the ends 
thereof with the handle having a length to extend above 
the upper edge of the slider and normally overlie the 
open upper end of the opening in the garment when in 
an upwardly extending position, a flexible pull member 
attached to said handle to enable a person donning and 
removing the garment to move the slider vertically to 
open and close the zipper, said slider including a pair 
of upward side extensions thereon, each side extension 
including an inwardly facing generally channel-shaped 
recess, said extensions being resilient in construction 
and defining spring clips for frictional and resilient en 
gagement with intermediate portions of the side edges 
of the handle on the slider to secure the handle in verti 
cally upwardly extending position so that the handle 
will overlie and substantially conceal the top edge of 
the opening in the garment thereby eliminating the ne 
cessity of employing separate fasteners such as a hook 
and eye or loop normally employed to secure the top 
edges of such an opening in closed condition. 

2. The structure as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
extensions are unitary with the slider and constructed 
of the same material and enabling longitudinal move 
ment of the handle for releasing the automatic lock 
mechanism of the zipper slider, said handle including 
a rigid loop on the inner surface thereof and located 
above the slider when the handle is disposed in up 
wardly extending position, said pull member being in 
the form of a flexible string tied to the loop and extend 
ing downwardly interiorly of the garment when not in 
use, and a decorative member mounted on the outer 
surface of the handle to enhance the appearance char 
acteristics thereof. 
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