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To all whom it inay concern:

Be it known that I, VERNE E. MINICH, of
Chillicothe, in the county of Ross and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Penholders; and Ido hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
penholders, the object being to provide a sim-
ple, durable, and cheap device adapted to
firmly support a penand provided with means
for discharging or ejecting the pen when de-
sired.

1Vith this end in view my invention con-.

sists in certain novel features of construction

and combinations of parts, as will be herein--

after more fully deseribed, and pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a view in longitudinal section of my improve-
ment. Fig. 2 is a detached view of the fer-
rule. Fig. 3 is a detached view of the spring-
clamp, and Fig. 4£is a longitudinal section of
a modification.

A represents the stem or handle, provided
at its inner end with a tenon 1, and B is a
shellorsleeve, preferably constructed of cork,
said sleeve adapted to encircle the ferrule 2,
which latter is provided at its inner end with
a flaring rim 3, designed to overlap the inner
end of said shell or sleeve B. ZFerrule 2 is
provided ab a point between ils ends with an
inwardly - extending flange or projection 4,
which latter is adapted to contact with the
shoulder 10, formed on stem or handle A,and
with a shoulder 11 on spring-clamp 5, for the
purpose to be hereinafter referred to. Spring-
clamp 5 is preferably circular in form, the
inner end of which is contracted to form a
sleeve G for the reception of tenon L of han-
dle or stem A, while the remaining portion
of said clamp is provided with a series of lon-
gitudinal slits 7, whereby greater elasticity
is imparted to said clamp, thus enabling the
latter to firmly contact with the interior sur-
face of ferrule 2, or against a pen-shank when
the latter is inserted between said ferrule and
clamp. In orderto prevent the lower or split
end of clamp 3 from being injured by con-
stantly inserting and discharging pens and
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for other reasons, I have deemed it advisable
to slightly thicken said end, as represented
at 9. However, the same result may be easily
and cheaply accomplished by simply giving
said split end a slight inward inclination.

By reference to the drawings it will be ob-
served that ferrule 2 and shell or sleeve B—
which latter, as above described, encircles the
former—are supported in their operative po-
sitions by the flange 4. This flange, when
shell or sleeve B is in its normal position,
rests in contact with the cylindrical shoulder
11, which latter is formed by contracting
clamp 5, as above described, and prevents
said shell or sleeve from farther outward
movement. The limit of inward movement
on the part of shell or sleeve B is regulated
by flange 4 contacting withshoulder 10,formied
on the stem or handle A, which also acts as
a stop against farther inward movement on
the part of said shell or sleeve. The free
movement of said sleeve or shell between the
points above referred to is due to the unob-
structed space between the ferrule 2 and
tenon 1, within which the flange 4 moves
when a pen is ejected. :

When it is desired to insert a pen in my
improved holder, the shank thereof isinserted
between ferrule 2 and spring-clamp 5, and
owing to the great resiliency of said clamp,
by reason of slits 7, said shank will be firmly
clamped against said ferrule. Whenitis de-
sired to insert a fresh pen, shell or sleeve B
is moved inwardly toward shoulder 10 of han-
dle or stem A, which operation releases the
old pen, after which said shell or sleeve is
returned to its normal position and the new
pen inserted, as above stated.

Instead of providing ferrule 2 witha flange
4 for supporting shell or sleeve Bin its oper-
ative position,a pin passing throngh said shell
and ferrule 2, adapted to move in a longitu-
dinal groove formed in tenon 1, could be em-
ployed. However,the construction described
and illustrated ispreferable for ordinary pur-
poses.

Tig. 4 illustrates a penholder adapted to
eject a pen when the shell or sleeve thereof
is moved outwardly instead of inwardly, as
required in the preferred form herein de-
seribed. In this modified form of penholder
the outer portion 12 of the ferrule is greater
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in diameter than the inner portion 13, which
latter section is provided with an inwardly-
turned flange or projection 14, adapted when
in its normal position to rest in contact with
the shoulder formed on the stem or handle A.
This ferrule is encircled by a shell or sleeve,
of cork or other suitable material, as hereto-
fore described. At the juncture of the two
sections comprising said ferrule is formed a
shoulder 15, against which abuts the shank
end of the pen when the latter is in its oper-
ative position, said shank resting within the
space formed between the slit end of spring-
actuated clamp 5 and said section 12 of the
ferrule, and is maintained therein by the re-
siliency of said spring-actuated clamyp.

As the pen when in its operative position
rests in contact with shoulder 15, it will be
apparent that when the shell or sleeve is
moved outwardly said pen will be discharged
or ejected from the holder. The shell or
sleeve is prevented from moving outwardly
beyond a predetermined point by the flange
14, which abuts against shoulder 11, the out-
ward movement, however, being sufficient to
allow of the discharge of pens having unusu-
ally Iong shanks. ]

If desired, shell or sleeve B may be con-
structed of soft or hard rubber, and when the
latter is used said sleeve or shell and ferrule
2 may be made in a single piece, but for or-
dinary use Iprefer to use cork and construct
the parts separate,

It is evident that changes in the construec-
tion and relative arrangement of the several
parts might be made without departing from
my invention, and hence I would haveit un-
derstood that I do not restrict myself to the
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particular construction and arrangement of
parts shown and described; but, ‘
Having fally described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
1. A penholder consisting of a tenoned stem
or handle, a spring-elamp supported on the

tenon and having a shoulder thereon, a fer-

rule provided with an internal flange or pro-
jection, the longitudinal movement of the
ferrule being regulated by said flange or pro-
Jjection, substantially as set forth.

2. A penholder, consisting of a tenoned stem
or handle, a spring-clamp supported on the
tenon and having a shoulder thereon, a fer-
rule provided with an internal flange or pro-
jection and a shell or sleeve encircling said
ferrule, the longitudinal movement of said
shell or sleeve being regulated by said flange
or projection, substantially as set forth. =

3. A penholder, consisting of a tenoned stem
or handle, having a shoulder, a spring-clamp,
theinnerend being restrieted, while the cuter
portion thereof is provided with a series of
longitudinal slits, and a shell or sleeve pro-
vided with an internal flange adapted to con-
tact with the shoulders formed on the spring-
clamp and stem or handle, whereby the len-
gitudinal movement of said shell or sleeve is
limited, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

VERNE E. MINICH.
Witnesses:

JouN T. WEIsz,
Victor H. WEISZ.
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