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Delphinium elatum.
overall appearance of the new Delphinium, showing the
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Delphinium plant, botanically known as Delphinium
elatum, and hereinafter referred to by the name ‘Darwin’s
Blue Indulgence’.

The new Delphinium was discovered by the Inventor in a
controlled environment in Abbenes, The Netherlands, as a
naturally-occurring mutation of an unidentified selection of
Delphinium elatum. The new Delphinium was selected by
the Inventor on the basis of its double blue-colored flowers.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by cuttings in a
controlled environment in Hillegom, The Netherlands, since
1999, has shown that the unique features of this new
Delphinium are stable and reproduced true to type in suc-
cessive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the cultivar Darwin’s Blue Indulgence have not
been observed under all possible environmental conditions.
The phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in envi-
ronment such as temperature, light intensity, daylength,
irrigation amount and frequency, and/or fertilizer type or rate
without, however, any variance in genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Darwin’s
Blue Indulgence’. These characteristics in combination dis-
tinguish ‘Darwin’s Blue Indulgence’ as a new and distinct
cultivar:

1. Upright plant habit.

2. Freely flowering habit.

3. Double blue-colored flowers.

Plants of the cultivar Darwin’s Blue Indulgence differ

from the parent selection and other known cultivars of
Delphinium in its double flower form and flower color.
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colors as true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Delphinium.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per-
spective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Darwin’s Blue
Indulgence’.

The photograph at the top of the second sheet is a close-up
view of typical flowers of ‘Darwin’s Blue Indulgence’.

The photograph at the bottom of the second sheet is a
close-up view of the upper surface of a typical leaf of
‘Darwin’s Blue Indulgence’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
Plants used for the photographs and the following descrip-
tion were about 30 weeks old and grown under field con-
ditions which closely approximate commericial production
conditions during the spring and summer in Hillegom, The
Netherlands.

Botanical classification: Delphinium elatum cultivar Dar-
win’s Blue Indulgence.
Parentage: Naturally-occurring mutation of an unidentified
selection of Delphinium elarum, not patented.
Propagation:
Type cutting—By cuttings.
Time to initiate roots.—About 14 days at 14° C.
Time to produce a rooted cutting—About40 days at
20° C.
Root description.—Fine.
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Plant description:

Form—Upright perennial flowering plant with double
flowers arranged on erect racemes. During a growing
season, about five flower racemes develop per plant.

Crop time —After rooting, about 30 weeks are required
to produce finished flowering plants in 2-liter con-
tainers.

Plant heighr—About 120 cm.

Plant diameter—About 40 cm.

Vigor.—Vigorous.

Flowering stems.—lLength: About 50 cm. Diameter:
About 3 mm. Internode length: About 3 cm. Texture:
Smooth, slightly glaucous. Color: 138B to 139C.

Foliage description.—Leaves simple, generally
symmetrical, and long-persisting. Arrangement:
Rosette at the base and alternate along flowering
stems. Length: About 18 cm. Width: About 25 cm.
Shape: Deeply palmately to pedately-lobed. Apex:
Acute. Base: Attenuate. Margin: Incised to laciniate.
Texture: Upper surface: Glabrous. Lower surface:
Sparsely pubescent at veins and margins. Venation
pattern: Laciniate. Color: Young foliage, upper sur-
face: 143A. Young foliage, lower surface: 138B.
Fully expanded foliage, upper surface: 137A;
venation, 143A. Fully expanded foliage, lower sur-
face: 138B; venation, 143A. Petiole: Length: About
13 cm. Diameter: About 4 by 5 mm. Texture:
Smooth. Color: 143A.

Flower description:

Appearance—Numerous, double flowers arranged in
racemes; zygomorphic. Flowers not persistent.

Quantity of flowers—Freely flowering. Primary or
main flowering stem, about 65 flowers; secondary
flowering stems, about 25 flowers each.

Natural flowering season.—Late summer in The Neth-
erlands; flowering continuous during this period.

Fragrance—Not fragrant.

Flower longevity on the plant—About 10 to 14 days.

Flower longevity as a cut flower —At least 10 days.
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Petaloids, largest: About 3.5 cm. Width: Petals:
About 2.4 cm. Petaloids, largest: About 1.7 cm.
Shape: Petals: Elliptic to broadly elliptic. Petaloids:
Outer petaloids: Elliptic. Innermost petaloids: Fla-
bellate to spatulate. Apex: Petals: Acute to abruptly
acute. Petaloids: Acute to rounded. Margin: Entire:
Texture: Petals: Smooth. Petaloids: Sparsely pubes-
cent towards the base. Color: Petals: When opening,
upper surface: 101B to 104C. When opening, lower
surface: 101C, with a green, 143A to 143B, spot
towards the petal apex. Fully opened, upper surface:
101B to 104B. Fully opened, lower surface: 97A to
104C, with a green, 143A to 143B, spot towards the
apex. Petaloids: Immature, both surfaces: Between
98C to 98D to 100C; random white, 155D, areas
towards the apex. Mature, both surfaces: 104C;
random white, 155D, areas towards the apex. Spur:
Arrangement: On uppermost outer petal, down-
wardly bending. Length: About 1.8 cm. Diameter:
About 1 mm. Color: 92B to 97B.

Sepals—Appearance/arrangement: Two per flower;
opposite. Calyx length: About 1.1 cm. Calyx diam-
eter: About 6 mm. Shape: Linear. Apex: Acuminate.
Margin: Entire. Texture: Sparsely pubescent. Color:
Upper surface: 143A to 143B. Lower surface: 143A.

Pedicel—ILength: About 6 cm. Angle: About 30° from
vertical. Strength: Strong. Texture: Smooth. Color:
137A to 141A.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity: About 25
per flower. Anther length: About 1 mm. Anther
shape: Reniform. Anther color: 200B. Pollen
amount: Scarce. Color: Pale creamy white, close to
158A. Pistils: Quantity: Six per flower. Pistil length:
About 2 mm. Stigma shape: Two-parted. Stigma
color: Whitish purple. Style length: About 2 mm.
Style color: 91A to 91B. Ovary color: 141C to 143C.

Seed description—Shape: Roughly spherical. Length:
About 1.5 mm. Diameter: About 1.5 mm. Color:
200A to 202A.

Flower size—Diameter: About 6.5 cm. Depth, exclud-
ing spur: About 1.7 cm.

Flower buds.—Iength, excluding spur: About 1.7 cm.
Diameter: About 1.1 cm. Shape: Ovoid. Color: 143B
to 143C with 115D overtones.

Petals/petaloids— Appearance/arrangement: About 5
petals and about 18 petaloids per flower arranged in
multiple whorls. Length: Petals: About 3.7 cm. ook ok k%

Disease resistance: Plants of the new Delphinium have not
been noted to be resistant to pathogens common to
Delphinium.

It is claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Delphinium plant named

‘Darwin’s Blue Indulgence’, as illustrated and described.
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