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PACKAGE FOR CONFECTIONARY 
PRODUCT 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to packaging for a food 
product, in particular a product with a generally rectangular 
parallelepiped shape Such as a square of chocolate or an 
individual confectionery product such as a candy, a cookie, a 
madeleine or a bar. 
0002 The invention also applies to other individual 
wrapped food products such as Savory products. 

PRIOR ART 

0003. The invention therefore relates to packaging for a 
food product distributed to the general public, especially in 
cafes, bars and hotels as an accompaniment to coffees served 
in these establishments. 
0004. The food product of this type most commonly dis 

tributed, complimentary with each cup of coffee, is an indi 
vidual square of chocolate accompanying an 'espresso” cof 
fee whose wrapper usually comprises a first, food-grade sheet 
that completely protects the square of chocolate and whose 
external appearance is generally metallic or shiny, and an 
external jacket known as the “band of the chocolate”. 
0005. The outer band consists of a longitudinal strip of 
rectangular shape made of a material which is usually a rect 
angular sheet of paper and which, during the manufacturing 
and Wrapping process, is Wound around the square of choco 
late with its food-grade sheet and then closed by adhesively 
bonding an area of the back face of the Strip to a facing portion 
of the front face covered by it. 
0006. The strip shaped into aband thus matches the shape 
of the food product perfectly, in particular the rectangular 
parallelepiped of the chocolate, and its primary function is to 
keep the chocolate wrapped in the first food-grade sheet, 
preventing it from becoming accidentally unwrapped. Its sec 
ond function is to include, on its front face, i.e. the face visible 
to the consumer, certain information Such as for example the 
name of the establishment distributing the chocolates and 
other information concerning the ingredients in the chocolate 
and its origin. 
0007 Unwrapping the chocolate to eat it is particularly 
tricky and requires a degree of dexterity on the part of the 
consumer, especially to enable him to grasp some part of the 
band to open it. In any case, opening the packaging results in 
the band being torn. 
0008 Although we are concerned with a single-use, dis 
posable wrapper, in addition to the problems of using it, the 
fact that the band is destroyed in order to open the wrapper 
renders it unsuitable for effectively disseminating lasting 
advertising messages on its faces, in particular its front and 
back faces, even though such a paper medium represents a 
major means of conveying advertising messages given the 
high quantity of products concerned and the type of target 
consumer it can reach. 
0009. The invention also relates to “flow-pack” packag 
ing, commonly used in the distribution of various food prod 
ucts, especially confectionery products. 
0010. This type of packaging is used in particular for dis 
tributing the chocolate squares mentioned above, “Spéculos' 
(caramelized) cookies, or other products such as madeleines, 
nougats, etc. which must be individually preserved in a sealed 
wrapper. 
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0011 Like the wrapper band referred to above, flow-pack 
packaging consists of a rectangular sheet of flexible material 
which is wound around the product, for example around the 
square of chocolate or madeleine and closed by heat-welding 
two facing regions of the two opposite longitudinal ends of 
the strip or sheet of material, which is generally a sheet or a 
film of transparent or opaque plastic. 
0012. In the case of the paper band mentioned above, the 
sheet of paper is closed by adhesive bonding whereas in the 
present case of flow-pack packaging it is closed both by 
heat-welding the two opposite longitudinal end portions of 
the strip and by heat-welding the opposite horizontal edges, 
top and bottom, of the band so as to create a sealed wrapper. 
0013 Packaging in the form offlow-pack wrappers is used 
very widely in the confectionery industry. Specifically, as 
well as packaging chocolate Squares or cookies, many choco 
late bars and the like are also packaged in this way, individu 
ally or as multipacks, for distribution. 
0014. They are distributed for example in automatic vend 
ing machines of the type in which each individual product or 
pack of products is inserted between two consecutive turns of 
a helical worm made of a wound metal wire. 
0015 The structure of the packaging and good retention of 
the product(s) inside the wrapper are essential for Such a 
vending machine to function properly. Moreover, each prod 
uct dispensed falls vertically by a long way after leaving the 
worm, with the risk of it being damaged. 
0016 Whatever the application, the strip of flexible mate 
rial in flow-pack wrappers involves the same problems as 
mentioned above when it comes to opening it, and it is not 
very well suited to advertising. 
0017 Note also that a candy which is packaged “candy 
wrapper style inside a strip of material such as paper has the 
same features as a product packaged by the flow-pack 
method, i.e. its candy wrapper has two “flat end parts on 
either side of the candy. 
0018. In all these examples of wrappers, the strip of mate 
rial wound around the product is closed at least in two longi 
tudinal end is regions, top and bottom, closed for example by 
fastening, in particular by adhesive bonding or heat-welding, 
two facing regions of the two longitudinal ends, top and 
bottom, of the strip. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0019. To overcome these drawbacks, the invention pro 
poses a packaging for a food product, such as a square of 
chocolate, or a confectionery product such as a candy, a 
cookie or a bar, which is wrapped in a rectangular strip of 
material which is wound around the product and closed in at 
least two longitudinal end regions, top and bottom, of the 
strip, 
0020 characterized in that the packaging comprises: 

0021 an outer sleeve, made of rigid or semi-rigid mate 
rial, comprising an upper sheet and a lower sheet joined 
together by a vertical rear back and each facing opposite 
faces of the product; and 

0022 means for retaining the product inside the sleeve. 
0023. According to other features of the invention: 

0024 said retention means consist of at least part of the 
sleeve (32): 

0.025 said retention means comprise at least one reten 
tion tongue that extends horizontally from the front ver 
tical free edge of the lower sheet of the sleeve, into the 
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sleeve and rearward to interact with a complementary 
part of the wrapped product so as to retain the product; 

0026 the retention tongue is centered vertically with 
respect to the front vertical edge of the lower sheet of the 
sleeve; 

0027 said retention means comprise at least two reten 
tion flaps, top and bottom, which extend horizontally 
from the front vertical free edge of the lower sheet, into 
the sleeve and rearward, and which each face top and 
bottom parts of the wrapper of the product so that it is 
flanked by the two flaps; 

0028 the two top and bottom flaps constitute two top 
and bottom stops for vertically retaining the wrapped 
product inside the sleeve; 

0029 the wrapper sheet of the product extends upward 
and downward, beyond the top and bottom ends of the 
product, by top and bottom extensions each of which is 
covered at least partially by a retention flap, top and 
bottom respectively; 

0030 the wrapped product comprises a vertical opening 
and the retention tongue extends horizontally through 
the opening: 

0031 the opening is closed at at least one of its two 
Vertical ends so as to interact with a facing horizontal 
edge of the retention tongue: 

0032 the opening is closed at both of its opposite ver 
tical ends and the width of the tongue is substantially 
equal to the height of the opening; 

0033 the upper sheet comprises a vertical fold that 
divides it into two inclined faces so as to confer on the 
sleeve the shape of a prism with a triangular section; 

0034 the sleeve comprises additional means for lock 
ing the sleeve in the closed position; 

0035 the sleeve is made as a single piece from cut-out 
and folded rigid or semi-rigid material, especially cut 
out and folded cardboard or light cardboard. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0036 Further features and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent on reading the following detailed 
description with reference to the attached drawings, in which: 
0037 FIG. 1 is a schematic top view of a first embodiment 
of a packaging according to the teaching of the invention, 
which is shown in the closed position in association with an 
individual square of chocolate wrapped in a band; 
0038 FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view of the square 
of chocolate contained inside the packaging of FIG. 1; 
0039 FIG. 3 is a top view showing the packaging of FIG. 
1 in its initial unfolded or deployed state; 
0040 FIG. 4 is a view similar to the previous view in 
which the packaging is shown in the open position with the 
square of chocolate retained by the tongue according to the 
invention; 
0041 FIG. 5 is an end view from the bottom along the 
arrow F5 of FIG.4, also showing, in chain line, the packaging 
in the closed position; 
0042 FIG. 6 is a schematic perspective view of a product 
wrapped using the flow-pack method and shown in associa 
tion with a retention tab: 
0043 FIG. 7 is a schematic view in section along the line 
7-7 of FIG. 6; and 
0044 FIGS. 8 and 9 are views similar to those of FIGS. 3 
and 4 which show another embodiment of the packaging 
according to the invention; 
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004.5 FIGS. 10 and 11 are views similar to those of FIGS. 
8 and 9 showing yet another embodiment of the packaging 
according to the invention; 
0046 FIG. 12 is an end view of the packaged product 
shown in FIG. 11. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0047. In the following description, identical, similar or 
analogue components will be designated by the same refer 
CCCS, 

0048. By way of non-limiting example, to facilitate com 
prehension of the description, claims and drawings, the terms 
Vertical, upper, lower, horizontal, longitudinal and transverse 
will be used, without implying any limitation, with reference 
to the trihedron V. L., T shown in the figures. 
0049 FIG. 2 shows a first wrapped food product 10 with a 
generally rectangular parallelepiped shape, which in this case 
is an individual square of chocolate 12 Surrounded by a wrap 
per band 14. 
0050 For the sake of simplification, the individual choco 
late 12 is shown without its first food-grade packaging sheet 
and is thus in the form of a simple rectangular parallelepiped 
delimited by two large square faces, lower 16 and upper 18, 
two opposite large side faces, left 20 and right 22, and two 
opposite Small side faces, 24 and 26. 
0051. The wrapper band 14 consists of a strip, made for 
example of paper, with a generally rectangular shape, which 
is wound around the main lower 16 and upper 18 and side 24 
and 26 faces of the chocolate square. 
0.052 According to a known design not shown in detail, 
the strip 14 is delimited laterally by two opposite parallel 
longitudinal edges 28 and 30 and by two outer and inner 
transverse end edges which overlap so as to create two regions 
of mutual coverage allowing it to be closed and fastened by 
adhesive bonding, generally over Substantially the whole 
region of coverage. 
0053. The product 10, of general known design, thus 
offers the possibility, used in the context of the present inven 
tion, of horizontally sliding an object in the form of a tongue 
under the strip or band 14, for example from left to right under 
the band 14 and over the upper face 18. 
0054 As can be seen in particular in FIGS. 1 and 3 to 5, the 
packaging 32 according to the invention is in the form of a 
sleeve which is for example made by cutting out and folding 
a piece of light cardboard so as to give it, in the closed position 
shown in particular in FIG. 1, a “folder” shape designed to 
hold an individual chocolate square 10, 12 shown in FIG. 2. 
0055. The outer sleeve32 thus comprises a lower sheet 34, 
on the left in the figures, and an upper sheet 36 on the right, 
which are joined together by an intermediate vertical back 38. 
0056 More specifically, and conventionally, the lower 
rectangular sheet 34 is delimited longitudinally or horizon 
tally, along the axis L of the trihedron, by a front vertical free 
edge 40 and by a rear vertical edge 42, while the upper 
rectangular sheet 36 is delimited by a rear vertical free edge 
44 and by a front vertical edge 46, the edges 42 and 46 
delimiting between them the vertical back 38 which, when the 
packaging is folded and closed as shown in FIGS. 1 and 5. 
constitutes the right-hand rear edge of the packaging 32. 
0057 To facilitate closure by folding the sleeve constitut 
ing the packaging 32, the parallel vertical edges 42 and 46 are 
preferably marked with folds. 
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0058. The sleeve 32 is delimited overall vertically by two, 
top 33 and bottom 35, horizontal edges which extend between 
the opposite vertical free edges 40 and 44. 
0059. According to the teaching of the invention, the lower 
sheet 34 is extended horizontally toward the front by a tongue 
50 for retaining the product 10, centered vertically along the 
front free edge 40. 
0060. The tongue 50 is made as a single piece by cutting 
out and folding with the sleeve 32. 
0061. The tongue 50 is delimited vertically by two, top 52 
and bottom 54, horizontal edges which extend from the front 
vertical free end edge 55 of the tongue 50 as far as the front 
vertical free end edge 40 of the lower sheet 34. 
0062 Near the edge 40, the retention tongue 50 comprises 
a marked fold 56 which is oriented vertically. As can be seen 
in FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, the dimensions of the retention tongue 50 
are such that they allow the tongue 50 to be inserted under the 
strip 14 and along the upper face 18 of the chocolate 12. 
0063. As can be seen in FIGS. 4 and 5, the product 10 is 
then held on top of the inner face 37 of the lower sheet 34 with 
its lower face 16 adjacent to the inner face 37. Depending on 
the position of the product, the retention tongue 50 is adjacent 
to the upper face 18 or the lower face 16 of the product 10. 
0064. Owing to the dimensions of the tongue 50 and of the 
product 10, the latter is retained in the sleeve 32. 
0065. The product 10 is retained in the vertical direction V 
as its opposite horizontal edges 52 and 54 are received inside 
the strip 14, with practically no clearance, thus preventing any 
vertical movement of the product 10 inside the sleeve 32. 
0066. When the sleeve is closed, as can be seen in particu 
lar in FIG. 1 and in chain line in FIG. 5, the product 10 is 
retained horizontally in both directions, left and right, both by 
the vertical strip 57 of the tongue 50, delimited by the edges 
55 and 40, and by the inner face 39 of the vertical back 38. 
0067 Lastly, the product 10 is retained in the direction T 
inside the closed sleeve 32 as it is sandwiched between the 
lower sheets 34 and 36, with its lowerface 16 adjacent to the 
inner face 37 while its upper face 18 is opposite the inner face 
41 of the upper sheet 36. 
0068. By way of non-limiting example, and according to 
another feature of the invention, the figures also show means 
for keeping or “locking the sleeve 32 in the closed position. 
0069. These locking means are for example also made as a 
single piece by cutting out and folding with the sleeve 32 and 
in this case comprise a rear central locking tab 58 whose 
opposite top 60 and bottom 62 ends are received in top 64 and 
bottom 66 slots, respectively, made opposite each other along 
the front edge 40 in association with two top 68 and bottom 70 
“latches. 

0070. The latches 68 and 70 are shaped so as to facilitate 
locking and unlocking with a view to opening. 
0071. In addition to its function of protecting the product 
10, the packaging consisting of the sleeve 32 constitutes an 
ideal advertising medium, particularly due to its large Surface 
aca. 

0072 The product is held securely inside the sleeve, with 
practically no clearance owing to the clamping effect result 
ing from the closure of the sleeve 32, especially when the 
latter includes means for locking in the closed position. 
0.073 Advertising messages may appear not only on the 
internal back face of the sleeve 32 consisting of the internal 
faces 37.39 and 41 (indicated here by the letters V), but also, 
naturally, and preferably, on the outer front face of the sleeve 
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32 consisting of the outerfaces 37,39' and 41' of the sleeve32 
(indicated here by the letters R). 
0074 Advantageously, after use (i.e. after it has been 
opened so that the consumer can eat the product 10), the 
sleeve 32 constitutes an advertising medium that the con 
Sumer may keep. 
0075. The surface area or Zone available for advertising 
messages is much larger than that provided by the Surface area 
or Zone of the wrapper strip 14. 
0076 Moreover, the choice of materials available for the 
sleeve 32 makes printing much easier, allowing unlimited 
creative possibilities. 
0077. It is also particularly advantageous to be able to use 
a standard or neutral product 10, i.e. one not including any 
particular advertising message other than the manufacturer's 
brand and product ingredients, in association with a person 
alized packaging sleeve 32, especially for the purposes of an 
advertising campaign. 
0078. The tongue 50 with its two opposite inner and outer 
faces also constitutes an additional advertising Surface. 
0079. When the product is not perfectly parallelepiped, for 
example rounded like a candy, a madeleine or a nougat, it is 
possible to make a cut for example in the upper and/or lower 
sheet and/or to shape the central part of this sheet with a 
rounded shape to match the product. 
0080. This is especially possible if the sleeve is made of a 
sheet of plastic molded by thermoforming. If a cut is used, this 
may retain the product in the sleeve by itself. 
I0081 FIG. 6 schematically shows a product 10 wrapped in 
a flow-pack wrapper. 
I0082. The product 10 is in this case, for example, a rect 
angular individual chocolate square or a flat rectangular 
cookie such as a “Spéculos' cookie (not visible in FIG. 6). 
I0083. The product wrapper in this case consists, as is 
known, of a strip or sheet 14 of flexible material, for example 
a sheet of transparent or opaque plastic which is sealed closed 
by thermoforming or heat-welding. 
I0084. A central part 72, with a shape generally similar and 
complementary to the shape of the product it holds, for 
example a rectangular parallelepiped similar to that of the 
individual chocolate contained inside, and two top 74 and 
bottom 76 “Zero thickness’ end parts are thus delimited. 
I0085. The method used to seal the wrapper 10 closed is 
such that it results, especially in the central part 72, in the 
formation of an overlap 78 delimiting an opening in which, as 
shown schematically in FIG. 6, it is possible to insert at least 
the free end portion delimited by the vertical edge 55 of a 
retention tongue 50 similar to that described above. 
I0086. This possibility is also shown schematically in the 
Sectional view of FIG. 7. 
I0087. Because the top 74 and bottom 76 end parts are 
closed by heat-welding, the opening (under the overlap 78) in 
which the retention tab 50 is received is also closed at both its 
opposite vertical ends. 
I0088 Such a product 10 with its flow-pack wrapper can 
therefore be placed and held inside a packaging sleeve 32 like 
that described and shown with reference to FIGS. 1 to 5, in the 
same way as a chocolate with a band. 
0089. Whether it is a chocolate with a band or a chocolate 
in a flow-pack wrapper, the retention tab 50 can lie"on top of 
the upper face 18 of the product 10, “covering the latter as 
shown in the figures or, alternatively, in a variant not shown, 
can lie “underneath the lower face 16 of the product 10, in 
which case there is then only the thickness of the paper of the 
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band or of the flow-pack wrapper 14 between the tongue 50 
and the inner face 37 of the lower sheet 34. 
0090 According to a variant not shown, the retention tab 
50 can extend over the whole height of the front vertical edge 
40, thus having the same height as the lower 34 and upper 36 
sheets, the product in this case projecting upward and down 
ward beyond the edges 33 and 35, with the locking means in 
the closed position thus being able to act in line with the 
opposite edges 56 and 44. 
0091. According to yet another variant not shown, the 
retention tongue is not centered on the vertical edge 40 but 
may be offset toward the top or bottom. 
0092. In the case of a flow-pack wrapper, the packaging 
sleeve is rigid and homogeneous, greatly facilitating the 
stocking and dispensing of this type of product in automatic 
vending machines of the type mentioned above. 
0093. As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, to increase the “adver 
tising surface area further, and above all to hold or retain the 
product more securely, the product in this case being wrapped 
in a flow-pack wrapper, two top 80 and bottom 82 flaps can be 
made (as a single piece by cutting out and folding), these 
flaps—when the product 10 is inside the sleeve 32 being 
opposite the “Zero thickness' top 74 and bottom 76 end parts 
of the wrapper sheet 14 that encases the product consisting of 
the chocolate 12. 
0094. The dimensions of the various slits are such that the 
top 86 and bottom 88 side faces of the product 12 are received, 
with practically no clearance, between the facing top 90 and 
bottom 92 edges of the flaps 80 and 82, respectively. 
0095. This design with two retention flaps makes it pos 
sible, if necessary, and in particular if no opening is available 
or if the opening is not closed at its two opposite vertical ends, 
to retain the product. 
0096. This design with two top 80 and bottom 82 flaps is 
also particularly Suited to packaging “non-flat products, i.e. 
products with a generally rounded shape Such as candies, 
nougats, madeleines, etc. 
0097 Another embodiment modified for this purpose is 
shown from FIG. 10 onwards, in this case for packaging a 
Small madeleine contained in a flow-pack wrapper. 
0098. Since the product packaged is a product with an 
awkward Volume and more or less variable contour, i.e. not 
regular like a rectangular parallelepiped chocolate square, the 
packaging sleeve 32 is first of all modified in that its upper 
sheet 36 is divided or partitioned into two faces 36a and 36b 
separated by a vertical fold 94 so that the upper face 36 can be 
folded into an upside-down V, as can be seen in FIG. 12, and 
therefore the sleeve 32 in a product of generally triangular 
section. 
0099. As the shape of the sleeve 32 is generally polyhedral 
or a prism of triangular section, it can contain bulky products 
of varied shapes while retaining all the advantages inherent in 
the invention, especially those relating to the holding or reten 
tion of the product in the sleeve 32. 
0100. To this end, the edges 90 and 92 of the slits delim 
iting the flaps 80 and 82 and the tongue 50 have opposite 
V-shapes with the internal concave parts of the two upper case 
Vs facing one another, as can be seen in FIG. 10. 
0101. As shown in FIG. 11, this makes it possible to easily 
hold the product wrapped in its flow-pack wrapper between 
the two slits 90 and 92 and thus between the two flaps 80 and 
82, in such away that the free tips 81 and 83 of the flaps 80 and 
82 have a “clamping effect, retaining the product even more 
securely. 
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0102 The slit consisting of the two opposite V-shaped 
edges 90 and 92 is thus generally complementary to the 
periphery of the shape of the product to be held and packaged. 
0103) The bottoms of the two Vs thus advantageously 
interact with the toothed edges of the flow-pack wrapper 
(shown in FIG. 6) which thus constitute retention notches 
received in the bottoms of the Vs. 
0104. The length along “L” of the two flaps 80 and 82 is 
preferably sufficient, when the sleeve is folded into a triangle 
and closed, to “force' the flaps to lie crossways, i.e. not 
parallel to the lower sheet 34. 
0105 Thus, the retention means consisting of the flaps 80 
and 82 prevent a user from trying to remove the product 
vertically in the direction V, by making him open the sleeve, 
which is particularly important when the sleeve 32 includes 
an advertising message on its back face. 
0106. In this embodiment, the locking tab 58 is received in 
a locking slot 64 formed in the fold 40 corresponding to the 
front edge. 
0107 The locking tab 58 is extended longitudinally out 
ward by a grasping tab 59 that facilitates opening of the 
packaging so as to unfold it and access the product it contains. 
0108. In all the embodiments shown and described, the 
sleeve, when laid out flat, is generally rectangular in outline. 
0109 As a variant, it is of course possible to give it other 
shapes so that, once the product has been packaged using the 
sleeve, said sleeve has an original shape, for example a roller 
shape. 
0110. Likewise, the section of the sleeve whose upper 
sheet has several faces does not have to be triangular but may 
have any polygonal shape Suitable for the product to be pack 
aged. 

1. A packaging (32) for a food product (10). Such as a 
square of chocolate (12), or a confectionery product such as a 
candy, a cookie or a bar, which is wrapped in a rectangular 
strip (14) of material which is wound around the product and 
closed in at least two longitudinal end regions, top and bot 
tom, of the strip, 
characterized in that the packaging comprises: 

an outer sleeve (32) comprising an upper sheet (36) and a 
lower sheet (34) joined together by a vertical rear back 
(38) and each facing opposite faces of the product; and 

means (50, 80, 82) for retaining the product (10) inside the 
sleeve (32). 

2. The packaging as claimed in the preceding claim, char 
acterized in that said retention means (50, 80,82) consist of at 
least part of the sleeve (32). 

3. The packaging as claimed in the preceding claim, char 
acterized in that said retention means comprise at least one 
retention tongue (50) that extends horizontally from the front 
vertical free edge (40) of the lower sheet (34) of the sleeve 
(32), into the sleeve and rearward to interact with a comple 
mentary part of the wrapped product so as to retain the prod 
uct. 

4. The packaging as claimed in the preceding claim, char 
acterized in that the retention tongue (50) is centered verti 
cally with respect to the front vertical edge (40) of the lower 
sheet (34) of the sleeve (32). 

5. The packaging as claimed in either of claims 2 and 3. 
characterized in that said retention means comprise at least 
two retention flaps, top (80) and bottom (82), which extend 
horizontally from the front vertical free edge (40) of the lower 
sheet (34) of the sleeve (32), into the sleeve and rearward, and 
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which each face top (74) and bottom (76) parts of the wrapper 
of the product (10) so that it is flanked by the two flaps (80. 
82). 

6. The packaging as claimed in claim 5, characterized in 
that the two top and bottom flaps (80, 82) constitute two top 
and bottom stops for vertically retaining the wrapped product 
(10) inside the sleeve (32). 

7. The packaging as claimed in either of claims 4 and 5. 
characterized in that the wrapper sheet (14) of the product 
extends upward and downward, beyond the top and bottom 
ends (86.88) of the product, by top and bottom extensions 
(74, 76) each of which is covered at least partially by a 
retention flap, top and bottom (80, 82) respectively. 

8. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, characterized in 
that the wrapped product (10, 12, 14) comprises a vertical 
opening and in that the retention tongue (50) extends hori 
Zontally through the opening. 

9. The packaging as claimed in the preceding claim, char 
acterized in that the opening is closed at at least one of its two 
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Vertical ends So as to interact with a facing horizontal edge 
(52.54) of the retention tongue (50). 

10. The packaging as claimed in the preceding claim, char 
acterized in that the opening is closed at both of its opposite 
vertical ends and in that the width of the tongue (50) is 
Substantially equal to the height of the opening. 

11. The packaging as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the upper sheet comprises a 
vertical fold (94) that divides it into two inclined faces (36a, 
36b) so as to confer on the sleeve the shape of a prism with a 
triangular section. 

12. The packaging as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the sleeve (32) comprises addi 
tional means (58, 68.70) for locking the sleeve in the closed 
position. 

13. The packaging as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the sleeve (32) is made as a single 
piece from cut-out and folded rigid or semi-rigid material, 
especially cut-out and folded cardboard or light cardboard. 

c c c c c 


