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To all whomwy it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES BOOTH, & citizen
of the United States, residing at East Liver-
pool, in the county of Columbiana and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Curtain-Stretchers, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
an improved curtain-stretcher which may be
readily adjusted to accommodate curtains of
difterent sizes, and which may be easily
locked or secured in its different adjusted po-
sitions, and which is further provided with
an improved construction of supporting-legs
which are foldably connected thereto and
which is so constructed that it may be com-
pactly arranged with the parts folded one
upon the other, so that it may be conven-
iently stored away and occupy a minimum
amount of space when not in use.

VWWith these and further objects in view the

invention consists, essentially, in the con-
struction and arrangement of the adjustable
parts of the curtain-siretcher and also m the
foldable parts thereof and in the means for
readily clamping the parts to secure them in
their different adjusted positions for curtains
of different sizes.
" TFor a full description of the inventioa and
the merits thereof and also to acquire 2 |
knowledge of the details of construction of
the means for effecting the result reference
is to be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved curtain-stretcher. Fig. 2 is a similar
view looking at the side opposite from that
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3isa perspective view
of the stretcher with the parts folded. Fig.
4 is an enlarged detail perspective view of
one of the attaching-plates for the support-
ing-legs of the stretcher. Fig. 5 is a detail
perspective view illustrating the hinged con-
hection between the two sections of the side
bars and means for locking said sections in
extended position. Fig. 6isa detail perspec-
tive view of one of the clamps employed, the |
parts secured together thereby being shown
in dotted lines. TFigs. 7, 8, and 9 are detail |
views illustrating partshereinafter specifically
described.

Corresponding and like parts

are referred

" to in the following description and indicated \

55

in all the views of the drawings

by the same
reference characters. :

clamp-bolts 7,

| ally attached.

The side bars 1 are in the present instance
each constructed of two lengths or sections
1¢, connected together at their meeting ends
in a pivotal manner, preferably by a strap-

“hinge 1°, so that each side bar 1 may be dou-

bled upon itself to occupy when folded half
of the space it occupies when extended.
Tach side bar is provided along one edge
with a series of impaling-pins 1¢, intended to
receive the side edges of a curtain in the or-
dinary manner. Kach side bar 1 is further
provided at each end with a longitudinal slot
1¢ extending nearly therethrough. 2 desig-
nates the end or cross bars of the stretcher.
One of these cross-bars is provided with a
longitudinally-extending slot 2¢, as shown,
and they are both provided with a series of
impaling-pins 2°, designed to receive upon
them the end edges of the curtain. At di-
agonally opposite ends the cross-bars 2 are
secured in an adjustable manner upon the
adjacent end of the side bar 1 by means of a
clamp 3. Bach of these clamps consists of
an angular finger 4, designed to take over the
outer edge of a cross-bar, and a bolt 5, which
is mounted in a longitudinal slot 14 and is
provided with a winged nut 6. By this
means one end of each of the cross-bars is de-
tachably and adjustably held against one end
of one of the side bars 1. The cross-bars 2 at
their other ends are provided with winged
each of which is mounted in
one of the slots of the side bars and one of
which is also adjustably mounted in the slot
92 of one of the cross-bars. By the arrange-
ment just described the cross-bars may be
adjusted to different positions along the side
bars, and the latter in addition may be ad-
justed relatively with respect to the ends of
the cross-bars. Moreover, it will be readily
understood that each of the cross-bars may
be detached from its clamp at one end and
turned so that it will lie in longitudinal aline-
ment with the side bar to which it is pivot-
Tn order to maintain the sec-
tions of the side bars in extended position or
longitudinal alinement with each other,one
section of each side bar is provided with a
locking extension 9, extending beyond its in-
ner end and provided with a slot 9%, designed
to receive the lug 10 of the adjacent end of
the other section. The lug 101s apertured,
as indicated at 102, and the pivot hook or
catch 11 is mounted upon the extension 9
and is designed to be inserted in said aper-
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ture to lock the parts in their extended rela-
tion.

The side bars 1 are connected together by
Intersecting arms 12, which are pivotally se-
cured together by a pin 13 at their points of
Intersection and are also pivotally secured at

one end to the respective side bars, as shown.
The other end of one of the arms 12 is pro-

vided with a pivot-stud 14, which works in a

slot 1% in one of the side bars 1, while, a corre-
sponding end of the other arm is provided
with a clamping-bolt 14*, working in the cor-

responding slot, of the other side bar and con-
stituting the adjusting and locking means for

the two arms. " The said arms constitute, in

effect, a lazy-tongs construction, by means of | -

which the two side bars may be readily ad-
justed toward and away from each other and
held in their adjusted positions. The one
clamping bolt and nut is sufficient to lock the
parts when adjusted. One section of each
side bar is provided with a hook 15, designed
to take into an eye 16
the other section of the sarme bar, so that the
sections of the bars may
locked in their folded positions.

In order to maintain the stretcher in
proper upright position and to avoid the ne-
cessity of leaning the stretcher up against a
chair or table or other support where the cur-
tains are liable to become soiled, I have pro-

vided two supporting-legs 17, which are piv-

otally connected to one side bar intermediate
their ends and are preferably pivoted to two
angular metallic plates 172, which embrace
an% are secured to the edge of the side bar, as
shown. Each leg 17 is preferably provided
at each end with a foot 18. In order to sup-
port the stretcher in an upright position, it is
only necessary to turn the legs on. their piv-
ots, so that they will extend transversely of
the stretcher. When not in use, the legs may

on the opposite end of

be conveniently -

825,375

| be turned in alinement with the side bars, so
| that they will be

out of the way.

From the foregoing description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, it will
be seen that I have provided a curtain-
stretcher which may be easily adjusted for

| the accommodation of curtains of different

sizes, which may be supported in upright po-
sition independent of outside supporting
means, and which may be folded up when not
In use into a compact structure, and which
willoccupy a minimum amount of space when
1t is desired to store it away.

Having thus described the invention,what
is claimed asnew is—
1. A curtain-stretcher, comprising side
bars and cross-bars provided with impaling-
pins or the like, the side bars being provided
at their ends with longitudinal slots, a pivot-
stud connected to each cross-bar at one end
thereof and mounted in one of said slots, and
an angular clamp mounted in the other slot
and designed to adjustably and detachably
engage the other end of said cross-bar.

2. A curtain - stretcher comprising side
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bars each constructed in sections hinged to- -

gether, cross-hars pivotally secured to the
ends of the side bars at one end and detach-
ably connected to said side bars at their other
ends, whereby they may be turned into lon-
gitudinal alinement with the sjde bars, a lazy-
tongs connection between said side bars, and
legs pivotally mounted between their ends to
one of said side bars and designed to turn in
longitudinal alinement therewith, as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. Co

JAMES BOOTH. [v.s.]
Witnesses:
. Maup GREENAWATLT,
J. HERBERT.
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