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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES HOWELL STE-
PHENS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Mexia, in the connty of Limestone and State
of Texas, have invented certain new and use-
fulImprovements in Provision-Safes; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of thisspecification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

The present invention has relation to that
class of provision safes or devices for keeping
cool or at a certain temperature articles of
food in which is used a jacket of absorbent
material inclosing a suitable frame provided
with shelves for supporting the articles of
food, and a vat for containing water and sup-

-plying it to -the jacket by capillary action

whereby the temperature is reduced through
the process of evaporation.

It is the purpose of the present invention
to improve the construction of this class of
provision safes or devices whereby its useful-
ness is materially enhanced and its value in-
creased, as will be hereinafter described and
subsequently claimed.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents & lon-
gitudinal vertical section of a provision safe
or other device for keeping cool articles of
food which is constructed in accordance with
my invention; Fig. 2 a transverse section
thereof.

In theaccompanying drawings A represents
a frame of any suitable form of construction
and of any suitable size and may be provided
with any number of shelves B either solid or
formed of slats as shown and may be perma-

- nently fixed to the frame or made removable
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as found most desirable. :

Around the four sides of the frame A are
pins o which projeet horizontally therefrom
to hold the jacket C in place so that it will
completely inclose the frame and form a cov-
ering therefor and admit of its convenient re-
moval when desired or oneside of the jacket
detached from the pins and thrown back to
obtain access to the interior of the safe or
frame A,

A trough D is secured to the four sides of
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the frame A to catch the drippings from the
jacket C and a water vat E is provided for
containing the water to be taken up by capil-
lary action or absorption and in the process

therefore retain the articles of food at the re-
quired temperature to prevent them from
spoiling . and render them palatable when
brought on the table for consumption. The
vat E may be of any suitable shape but pref-
erably rectangular as shown, but the form of
the vat will depend entirely upon the form
orshapeof the frame A. The trough D which
is of metal has drip-facings D against which
the lower edge of the jacket'comesin contact
so that the moisture deseending from the fab-
ric of which the jacket is composed, will be
guided intothe trough. Thelower one of the
shelves B has a covering G of textile fabric
soas to close the bottom of the frame A orto-

velope for the safe. This covering G I term
a supplemental jacket and it receives its
moisture from contact with the loweredge of
the jacket C and rests against the drip-fae-
ings b so that by capillary action the moist-
ure will be distributed over the covering or

in place by the same pinsthat hold thejacket
C over the frame and like the former it may
be removed when desired. A retaining-rod F
is provided so as to hold the jacket down into
the vat K af all times so that it willalways be
in contact with the water. After the upper
portion of the jacket C is placed in thevat E,
the retaining rod F is placed down into the
vatand over the jacketand the ends of therod
passed underthecleats'or projections ¢ which
will hold itsecurely in place. The jacketbeing
thus held firmly in place within the vat, the
sides of the jacket can be tightly drawn down
over the sides of the frame and held in place
by the pins which is a decided advantage
both in retaining the jacket at all times in
contact with the water in the vatby means of
the retainingrod, and also enabling the jacket
to be tightly drawn around the frame.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

of evaporation cool the air in the safe and

gether with the jacket C form a complete en-

6o

65

70

75

jacket G. Thesupplemental jacket G isheld
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L. A provision safe or device forcooling ar-
ticles of food, consisting of a suitable frame
provided with shelves, a jacket of absorbent
material inclosing the frame, a vat for water
in which the upper portion of the jacket is
submerged, and a retaining rod and cleats
upon ‘ghe_ interior of the vat to hold the jacket
down into the same, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

_2. A provision safe or device for cooling ar-
ticles of food, consisting of a suitable frame,
shelves arranged therein, a trough connected
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to the sides of the frame, a vat for water and
means for holding the jacket down in the vat,
and a supplemental jacket secured over the
lower one of the shelves,substantially as and
for the purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

JAMES HOWELL STEPHENS.

Witnesses: '

J. H. VICKERS,
H. O. PHILPOTT.
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