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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, STEPHEN OSCAR MYERS,
of Mount Vernon, in the county of Westches-
ter and State of New York, have invented a
new and Improved Self-Closing Can, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription. :

The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved can, which is simple and
durable in construction, designed to hold

- ether, chloroform, and other liquids, and pro-
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vided with a self-closing valve which pre-
vents spilling of the liquid,no matter in what
condition the can is left.

The invention consists of certain parts and
details and combinations of the same, as will
be hereinafter fully described,and then point-
ed out in the claims.

Reference is tobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming, a part of thisspecification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

TFigure 1 is a sectional side elevation of the
improvement, and Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the same with parts in section.

The can-body A is made inthe usual man-
ner, and is preferably oval in shape, and
adapted to be closed by a cover B, in the cen-
ter of whichis arranged a neck C, the upper
end of which is closed by a threaded cap D,
under the head of which is held the leather
washer E. The neck C extends a short dis-
tance into the inside of the can-body A, when
the cover B is applied, as shown in Fig. 1,

and this inner end of the neck C is adapted:

to be closed by a valve F, provided with an
inwardly-extending valve-stem G, h&aving a
bent end G’ fitting into a slot H’, formed in
one end of anarm H, pivotally connected with
a link I,fulecrumed to a lug J, projecting from
one end K’ of a U-shaped plate K, soldered
or otherwise secured in its middle to the in-
side of the ecover B. The otherend K? of the
plate K is provided with a lug L, on which is
pivoted a link N, pivotally connected with
the link I, midway between the latter’s ful-
crum and its pivotal connection with thearm
H, asis plainly shown in Fig. 1. Theends K’
and X2 of the U-shaped plate K extend along
the inside of the sides of the can-body A, so
that when the said sidesare pressed at ornear
the middle, as indicated in dotted lines in

Fig. 1, the ends K’ and K? of the said plate K
move toward each other. On the end K2 is
algo secured a spring O, resting with its free
ond on the under side of the valve I and
serving to hold the latter onto the inner end
of the neck C.

The operation is as follows: When the sev-
eral parts are in the position shown in Fig.1
and the operator desires to ill the can-body
A with a liguid, he removes the cap D, and
then presses thesides of the can-body A, so as
to move the ends K’ and K? of the U-shaped
plate K inward, whereby the link I swings
downward, assisted by the link N, so as fo
draw on the arm H and the valve-stem G,
whereby the valve I is unseated from the in-
ner end of the neck C. The liquid can now
be poured into the can-body A through the
open neck C. When thecan has been filled,
the operator releases the pressure against the
sides of the can-body A, so that the ends K’
and K? with the sides of the can spring back
totheirnatural position. Atthe same timethe
valve I is forced to its seat by the spring O.
The operator then screws the cap D on the
outer end of the neck. It will be seen that
the can is now securely closed and theliquid
cannot escape from thecan, nomatterin what
position it is, as the valve F and the cap D
securely close the outlet from the can. When
the operator desires to use the liquid in the
can, he removes first the cap D, then holds the
can-body with the neck downward, at the
same time pressing againstthesidesof the can-
body, so as to open the valve F,in the manner
previoasly deseribed, to permit the liquid to
flow out through the openneck Cto the desired
place or position under the outer end of the
neck C. When a sufficient quantity of the
liquid has been poured, the operator releases
the pressure on the sides of the can-body, so
that the said sides, as well as theends K’ and
K?, spring back to their natural position, and
the valve F is again closed by the action of

the spring O. I prefer to make the can-body

A oval, so that the operator can conveniently
press on the sides of the can-body on which
the ends K’ and K? of the plate K are located.
Having thusfully described my invention, I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— :
L. In a self-closing can, the combination,
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with a spring-pressed valve adapted to close
the neck of the ean from the inside, of alink
pivotally connected with the said valve, a
U-shaped plate the ends of which are seated
against theinner walls of the can and on’one
end of which is pivoted the said link, and a
second link pivoted on the other end of the
said plate and pivotally connected with the
first-named link, substantially as shown and
described.

2. In a self-closing can, the combination,
with a spring-pressed valve adapted to close
the neck of the can from theinside, of a link
pivotally connected with the said valve, a U-
shaped plate the ends of which are seated on
the inner wall of the can and on one end of
which is pivoted the said link, a second link
pivoted on the other end of the said plate and
pivotally connected with the first-named link,
and a spring held on the said plate and press-
ing on the said valve to force the latter to its
seat, substantially as shown and described.

3. In a self-closing can, the combination,
with a can-body and acover adapted to close
the said can-body and provided with a neck
extending to the inside of the can, of a valve
adapted to be seated on the inner end of the
said neck, alink pivotally connected with the
said valve, a U-shaped plate sccured to the
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inside of the said cover, and the ends of which
are seated on the inner wall of the ean, and on
one end of whieh is pivoted the said link, and
a second link pivoted on the other ¢nd of the
said plate and pivotally connected with the
said first-named link, substantially as shown
and described.

4. In a self-closing can, the combination,
with a can-body and a coveradapted to close
the said can-body and provided with a neck
extending to the inside of the can,of a valve
adapted to be seated on the inner end of the
said neck, a link pivotally connected with the
said valve, a U-shaped plate secured to the
inside of the said cover,and the endsof which
are seated against the inner walls of the can-
body, and on one end of which is pivoted the
said link, a second link pivoted on the other
end of the said plateand pivotally connected
with the said first-named link, and a spring
held on the said plate and pressing with its
free end on the said valve to seat the same on
the neck of the cover, substantially asshown
and described.

STEPHEN OSCAR MYERS.

Witnesses:
THEO. G. HOSTER,
C. SEDGWICK.
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