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The present invention relates to a floor cover 
ing seam protector and has for its primary object 
to provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, 
novel means for preventing damage to the edges 

5 of sheets of floor covering, such as linoleum, while 
at the same time permitting expansion and COn 
traction of Said sheets. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

a floor covering Sean protector enbOdying a 
10 novel construction, combination and arrange 

ment of parts through the medium of which curl 
ing of the marginal portions of the sheets of floor 
covering will be prevented, and the accumulating 
of dirt and other matter between the opposed 

15 edges of the sheets will be eliminated. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

a floor covering seam protector which will be 
simple in construction, strong, durable, efficient 
and reliable in use, attractive in appearance and 

20 which may be manufactured and installed at low 
cost. 

All of the foregoing and still further objectS 
and advantages of the invention will become ap 
parent from a study of the following Specification, 

25 taken in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing wherein like characters of reference desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the several 
Views, and wherein:- 

Figure 1 is a view in top plan of a floor cover 
30 ing seam protector constructed in accordance 

With the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a view in vertical Section, taken 

Substantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary detail view in per 

35 spective showing a portion of the supporting rib. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, it will 

be seen that the reference numeral 1 designates 
a portion of a floor having mounted thereon the 
floor covering, the adjacent portions of two sheets 

40 of which are designated by the reference numeral 
2, the opposed edges of the sheets 2 are separated 
from each other to provide the space 3. 
The embodiment of the protector constituting 

the present invention which is illustrated in the 
45 drawing comprises a strip 4 of any suitable ma 

terial, preferably metal, of a width sufficient to 
bridge the Space 3 and overlap the adjacent 
marginal portions of the floor covering sheets 2. 
The strip 4 is formed to provide the beveled, 

50 downturned edges 5 which are engageable with 
the sheets 2. 
The strip 4 is mounted on a Supporting rib 6 

which rests on the floor 1 between the sheets 2. 
The Supporting rib 6 may, if desired, be secured 

55 in any suitable manner to the strip 4 or said sup 
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porting rib may be integral with the strip 4. As 
illustrated, the Supporting rib 6 is provided With 
the Spaced openings 7 for the passage of Securing 
elements. Nails 8 are driven through the strip 4 
and the supporting rib 6 into the floor 1 for se- 60 
curing the protector in position. Of course, any 
Suitable Securing elements other than nails, such 
as Screws, may be used for this purpose. 
The supporting rib 6 is of thickness slightly 

greater than the thickness of the sheets 2 in order 65 
that the downturned, beveled edges 5 only of the 
strip 4 will contact with the sheets. This is illus 
trated to advantage in Figure 2 of the drawing. 

It will thus be seen that the space 3 between 
the sheets 2 is effectively closed against the en- 70 
trance of dirt and other foreign matter, at the 
Sane time permitting movement of the edges of 
the sheets toward or away from each other. The 
downturned longitudinal marginal portions of the 
strip 4 which terminates in the beveled edges 5 75 
present. Only a slight obstruction to the feet of 
perSons Walking on the floor, thereby Substan 
tially preventing tripping, in addition to pre 
venting the entrance of dirt between the strip 
and the sheets of floor covering and lending a 80 
neat and attractive appearance to the protector. 

It is believed that the many advantages of a 
floor covering Seam protector constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention will be read 
ily understood, and although the preferred em- 85 
bodiment of the invention is as illustrated and 
described, it is to be understood that changes 
in the details of construction and in the combi 
nation and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to which will fall within the scope of the inven- 90 
tion as claimed. 
What is claimed is:- 
A floor covering seam protector comprising an 

elongated, Substantially flat resilient metallic strip 
of a width sufficient to bridge the space between 95 
two sheets of floor covering and overlap the ad 
jacent marginal portions of said sheets, a Sup 
porting rib extending longitudinally beneath the 
strip and engaged with the floor between the 
sheets of covering, securing elements extending loo 
through the Strip and the Supporting rib and 
anchored in the floor, the longitudinal marginal 
portions of the strip being down-turned and ter 
minating in bevelled edges engageable with the 
floor covering, the supporting rib being slightly los 
greater in thickness than the floor covering. 
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