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Be it known that I, DELIA PHILLIPS, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of California, have invented a new and
useful Dress-Maker’s Gage,of which the follow-
ing is a specification.
- My invention is more especially adapted to
marking button-holes and the points at which
to set; the buttons upon garments; but it is
also adapted for use in marking various fig-
ures and forms nsed by dress-makers.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
invention,

Tigure 1'is a plan view of my gage set to
mark a large-sized button-hole one-half inch
from the edge of the cloth tobe marked. Fig.
2 is a view of a portion of the gage as it ap-
pears when setto mark abutton-hole of smaller
size. Tig. 3 shows the gage sebt to mark the
points at which to set the buttons. Fig. 4isa
section on lineX X of Fig. 3. Tig. 5 is an iso-
metrical view of the sheath and clamp which
holds the several blades of the gage together.
Fig. 6showsthe underside of the needle which
forms the pointer. TFig. 7 shows on an en-
larged scale a section of the sheath and clamp
and the several blades.

A is the main blade of the gage.

B is the sheath and clamp which securesthe
several blades together.

Cisthe opening inthésheath through which
the mainbladepasses. Thesheathis provided
at-its ends npon’its upper side with the clamp-

jaws D D, set at right angles with the pas-

sage C.

Lis thestencil-blade having its edges turned
over to form the clamps. T F,which secure the
gage-plate Gin position.

I is a hole in the stencil-plate to mark the
points at which to set the buttons.

IJ is the stenciling on the blade T5.

Lis a row of small circular perforations to
mark the line which is to be cut through to
form the button-hole.

Jis a double row of slits which mark the
position of the stitehes around the button-hole.-

K is a hole in the gage-blade to allow access
to the hole H.

L is the needle-pointer.

M is the flat face on the under side thereof,

Nis aneyein the point of the needle,through
which a tape may be runwhen it is desired to
use the needle to insert the draw-strings in a
hem. -

O O are staples secared to the mainblade to
retain the needle-pointer in position.

P isa stiletbo which forms the handle of the

pointer. .

Qis an-oblong hole in the gage plate, which
gives access to the buiton-hole stenciling J in
the stencil-blade. One end of the main blade
is rounded, as at R, and a hole, S, is made in
the same end to assist in marking fancy fig-
ures. The other end of the main blade is pro-
vided with scallops T'T, the centers of which
are in a line at right angles to the axis of the
main blade. The main blade A is graduated
with reference to the center of the needle L
and thehole H, andtheline of perforationsTis
inthelongitudinal mid-line of thestencil-blade,
which is of such width that when the gage-
plateand stencil-bladéareshoved close against
the staples O O the hole IT and the line of

“perforations I will be half an inch from the

center line of the needle, so that button-
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holes may be marked at every half-inch,if de- -

sired. The gage-plate is graduated with ref-
erence to the perforation 1’ at that end of the
linewhich is nearest the main blade A, as that

perforation marks the outer end of the but--

ton-hole, and the gage-plate is so marked that
whenthe ends of the gage-plate are even with
the ends of the stencil-blade one of the grad-
uations will coincide with the hole I', so that
by sliding the gage-plate and steneil-blade
along together, keeping their ends even with
each other, the space between the perforation
T’and the edge of the main blade A ean be ac-
curately determined by the graduations upon
the gage-plate.

The manner of using my gage to mark the
position of “button-holes is as follows: The
gage-plate and stencil-blade, having their ends
even with each other, as shown in Fig. 1, are
slid along in the way formed for them between
the jaws D D until thespace between the per-
foration 1" and the edge of the blade A is equal
to the'distance the button-hole is to be from
the edge of the cloth. The gage-plate is then
slipped along between the jaws I' I of the
stencil-blade, asshown in Fig. 2, so asto cover
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over a portion of the perforations, leaving
only so much thereof vigible through the hole
Q as corresponds with the desired length of
the button-hole. The needle isthen set:so that
the distance between its point and the edge of
the main bladeis equal to the distance between
the edges of the blade and the perforation I'.

"The sheath B, carrying the plate G and blade

E, is then slipped along upon the blade A un-
til the distance between the center of the nee-
dleand the line cf perforations I I’ equalsthe
distance desired between the button-holes.
The point for the first button - hole is deter-
mined and the stencil placed thereon, the edge
of the blade A being placed at the edge of the
cloth, and an inked stencil-brush is passed

- over.the perforations I and slits J, marking
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‘upon the cloth beneath the lineto be cut along

to form the button-hole, and also the posilion
of the stitches around the button-hole. The
gage is then moved along until the needle-
point touches the marks made on the eloth
through the perforations I'T', and the stencil-
brush is again passed over the stenecil-plate,
marking the cloth beneath. This is repeated
until all the button-holes are marked. The
needle is then withdrawn and passed through
the staples from the otherside. The gage-plate
is-slipped along until the hole II is exposed to
view through the hole K. Then the stencil-
plate is slid along until the hole H is at a dis-
tance from the edge of the plate A equal to

. the distance thebuttons are to be set from the
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edge of the cloth. Thepropér position for one
button is then'marked and the gage is placed
upon the eloth, the edge of the main blade be-
ing placed at the edge of the cloth and the
needle at the point marked for the first but-
ton. . The stencil-brush is then passed over
the hole H, thus marking the position of the
second button. The gageis then moved and
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the position of the next button is marked, and
the operation is eontinued until the position of

cach of the buttons is marked.
The gage may be uged as a square, and the

rounded end of the main blade may be used to

mark scallops, the sheath B and stencil and
gage plates I G serving to gage the depth of
the scallops. The hole Smay be used to mark
a hole in the scallop-point for ornament. The
sczllop in the other end of the blade may be
used to gnide the pencil in marking scallops
uponthe cloth. -The needle may be withdrawn

“from the staples and used to draw basting-

threads, or to insert tape in hems to serve as
draw-strings.

I do not wish to be limited to the peculiar
shape of the main blade shown, as the ends
thereof may be of any configuration desired;
nor do I wish to be limited to the peculiar
form of pointer used. Theslits J may be made
to connect with the perforations I I’, so that
the stitches will be marked close to the édge
of the slit cut for the button-hole.

Now, having described my invention, what
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

1. The ecombination of the blade A, the sta-
ples O O, the pointer-néedle N, the sheath and
clamp B D, the stencil-blade E, provided with
the perforations I, slits J, hole II, and jaws F,
and the gage-plate (, having openingstherein
to expose the perforations, slits, and holes in
the stencil-blade.

2. The combination of the main blade pro-
vided with the pointer-needleattached thereto,
the sheath and clamp B D D, the stencil-blade
E, and gage-plate G. ’ .

DELIA PHILLIPS.

Witnesses:

Jas. R. TOWNSEND,
. G. FINLAYSON.
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