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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
holding and utilizing an application stick, according to
claim 1. US2012/0205002 discloses an antiperspirant
and deodorant product comprising a packaging compris-
ing a product chamber and an outer jacket at least par-
tially surrounding the product chamber.
[0002] A device of the type defined in the opening par-
agraph forms a handy article of use by which in a simple
manner a quantity of substance can be transferred from
an application stick contained therein to a desired sur-
face. The device knows a multitude of different applica-
tions varying from, for example, a personal care product
or make up product for caring for or making up a user’s
body surface, to marking means such as markers and
glue sticks. Albeit all these and other applications form
a device to which the present invention relates, a known
application is that of a lipstick device.
[0003] For example, a lipstick device is known where
the device comprises a holder containing a tube that sur-
rounds a cavity in which an application stick is accom-
modated in the form of a stick of appliable lipstick sub-
stance either coloured or not. The stick can be moved
from a storage position to an application position via ad-
justing means, where the stick is at least partially re-
leased through an opening at a first end of the tube for
bringing this stick into contact with the user’s lips. By
subsequently moving the stick over the lips, part of the
appliable lipstick substance will be left behind on the lips
from the stick so as to form a layer that gives the user’s
lips a desired appeal. The stick can then be brought back
to the storage position by means of the adjusting means,
where the stick is accommodated at least substantially
completely within the cavity of the holder. For keeping
the application stick in perfect order for a fairly long period
of time, for example, by counteracting the penetration of
dust or other fouling particles, in the storage position of
the application stick a cap is applied over the open end
of the tube for closing the cavity. The cap is then manually
detachable from a remaining part of the holder for ren-
dering the cavity free at the open end when the applica-
tion stick is to be transferred to the application position.
[0004] For adjusting the application stick between the
application position and storage position, the adjusting
means in the holder are coupled to an adjusting element
which is provided at a tube portion located opposite to
the open first end. By moving the adjusting element rel-
ative to the tube, in most cases in the form of a mutual
rotary movement, the adjusting means are used for ad-
justing the application stick within the cavity. Albeit the
known lipstick device offers an excellent adjustment of
the application stick, there is nevertheless still a major
disadvantage attached to it.
[0005] A user of the known device will generally man-
ually touch both the adjusting element and the tube to
enable their mutual adjustment. In a contact between the
hand and the tube, dirt particles, grease, micro organisms

and other contaminations present on the hand will be
conveyed to an outside surface of the tube and stay be-
hind on it. Since the cap is then applied to the tube for
closing the cavity, the contaminations present on the tube
will be conveyed to an inside of the cap. More particularly
in the event of frequent use of the device the contamina-
tions within the cap will increase as a result and come
into contact with the application stick via the open side
of the tube. As a result, with a lapse of time a certain
initial quality of the application stick can no longer be
guaranteed. In the case of a personal care product or
make up product such residual contaminations remain-
ing behind on the tube are highly undesirable in view of
sanitary conditions. This is more particularly the case
when the device is used over a long period of time, such
as in the case of a refillable device, or when the device
is exchanged among a plurality of users.
[0006] It is an object of the present invention inter alia
to eliminate said disadvantage.
[0007] For achieving the intended object the device ac-
cording to the invention of the type defined in the opening
paragraph is characterized in that the holder has between
the adjusting element and the cap a grip surface portion
that has a support surface on an outside of the holder on
which a user can lean at least with a finger tip for adjusting
the grip surface portion and the adjusting element relative
to each other for an adjustment of the application stick,
and where the cap extends as far as the grip surface
portion. By utilizing the grip surface portion between the
cap and the adjusting element, a user of the device need
no longer touch a part of the holder that is covered by
the cap when the application stick is situated in the stor-
age position. In this manner a contamination of this part
of the holder is counteracted. Since the cap extends as
far as the grip surface portion and not beyond, any pos-
sible contaminations staying behind on an outside of the
grip surface portion will not end up on an inside of the
cap and, as a result, not come into contact with the ap-
plication stick either. A quality of the application stick,
and more particularly a hygienic use of it, is therefore
guaranteed for a much longer period of time.
[0008] In a first embodiment the device according to
the invention is characterized in that the adjusting ele-
ment, the grip surface portion and the cap with their re-
spective outsides form an at least substantially flowing
line and constitute an at least substantially completely
closed outside of the holder. In the storage position a
connection between the loose component parts of the
holder on the outside is thus at least substantially com-
pletely closed and flat. Despite the utilization of the inter-
mediate grip surface portion, the device continues to
have an aesthetically attractive outward appearance
without openings or staggered parts on the outside.
[0009] Even though the invention can be applied well
to a single-use device, the invention is pre-eminently suit-
able for use as a refillable device. In a further preferred
embodiment the device according to the invention is
therefore characterized in that the tube is coupled to the
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adjusting means via manually detachable coupling
means and either or not filled with an application stick
can be manually removed from the device. The tube with
application stick can as a result be replaced, exchanged
or refilled as desired and subsequently be placed back
for use into the holder of the device. According to the
invention the application stick comprises an application
substance and between the cap and the open end of the
tube a barrier layer impermeable to the application sub-
stance is provided. The impermeable barrier layer pre-
vents contact between the cap and the substance from
the application stick, as a result of which no remainder
of the substance can end up in the cap. This is more
particularly of importance with a refillable device in the
case where a new application stick is placed in the device
and an undesired mixing of two or more different sub-
stances from different application sticks used is to be
counteracted.
[0010] Even though the barrier layer may be realized
in different ways, in an extremely practical embodiment
of the device according to the invention this is a wall
bounding the open end of the tube, which wall at least
partially extends along the tube. The wall may be a simple
cap mounted over the open end of the tube and which
can be removed from this tube for shifting the application
stick to the application position. In the event of an ex-
change of the application stick it is also possible for the
simple cap, which can be manufactured at relatively low
manufacturing costs, to be exchanged for a new simple
cap so as to avoid cross-infection by substances from
the different application sticks.
[0011] In a further particular embodiment of this the
device according to the invention is characterized in that
the barrier layer on an inside of the cap is coupled to the
cap and can be manually removed from this cap. By de-
taching the cap from a remaining portion of the holder,
the barrier layer thus coupled to the cap will automatically
also be removed from the remaining portion of the holder.
With a single action the open-end tube is thus released
for bringing the application stick to the application posi-
tion.
[0012] A further particular embodiment of the device
according to the invention is characterized in that the cap
comprises a sleeve portion that bounds the grip surface
portion and surrounds the tube at least over part of a
length and includes a top portion that extends over the
open end of the tube, where the sleeve portion and top
portion can be manually detached relative to each other
for releasing the barrier layer. The execution of the cap
in two mutually detachable parts offers a practical solu-
tion for removing from the cap the barrier layer coupled
to the cap. The mutual detachment of the sleeve portion
from the top portion renders the barrier layer free to be
exchanged for a new barrier layer, whereas in a mutually
coupled state of the sleeve portion and the top portion
the barrier layer is coupled to the cap for releasing the
cavity with the application stick in a single step. A refillable
device for holding and utilizing an application stick, com-

prising a holder which has a cavity in which the applica-
tion stick can be accommodated, where the holder com-
prises a cavity-bounding tube within which the application
stick can be axially adjusted between a storage position
situated completely within the cavity and an at least par-
tially cavity-released application position, where the hold-
er comprises a cap that closes the cavity at a first open
end of the tube and includes an adjusting element that
bounds the cavity at a second, opposite end of the tube
and in which adjusting means are included which are
capable of and arranged for adjusting the application
stick between the storage position and the application
position, which device according to the invention is char-
acterized in that between the open end of the tube and
the cap a barrier layer is provided which prevents direct
contact between the application stick and an inside of
the cap, is also disclosed. Since the barrier layer prevents
contact between the cap and the application stick, it is
not possible for a remainder of a substance from the ap-
plication stick to end up in the cap. When a new applica-
tion stick is placed in the refillable device, undesired mix-
ing of various substances from different application sticks
used is counteracted in this manner.
[0013] In an embodiment the refillable device is char-
acterized in that the barrier layer is coupled to the cap.
By detaching the cap from a remaining part of the holder
the barrier layer thus coupled to the cap will also be de-
tached from the remaining part of the holder. In a single
action the open-end tube can thus be released for shifting
the application stick to the application position.
[0014] In an embodiment the refillable device is char-
acterized in that the cap comprises a sleeve portion that
surrounds the tube over at least part of a length and in-
cludes a top portion that extends over the open end of
the tube, where the sleeve portion and top portion are
installed detachably relative to each other and where the
barrier layer extends with an end beyond the sleeve por-
tion as far as the top portion and can be detached when
the sleeve portion and top portion have been detached
from each other. The execution of the cap in two mutually
detachable parts offers a practical solution for the re-
placement of the barrier layer coupled to the cap. The
mutual detachment of the sleeve portion and top portion
renders the end of the barrier layer free. This end of the
barrier layer can be utilized by a user for removing the
barrier layer from the device and exchanging it for a new
barrier layer, while in a mutually coupled state of the
sleeve portion and top portion the barrier layer is coupled
to the cap for releasing the cavity with the application
stick in a single step.
[0015] The invention will be described below in more
detail based on an example of embodiment while refer-
ence is made to a relevant drawing figure, in which:

Fig. 1 shows an axial cross section of an example of
embodiment of a device according to the inven-
tion.
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[0016] The drawing figure is purely schematic and not
drawn to scale. More particularly some parts and dimen-
sions are shown to a greater or less degree in exagger-
ated form for clarity of exposition.
[0017] The device shown in Fig. 1 relates to a refillable
lipstick device comprising a lipstick holder 1 in which a
lipstick 2 is provided in a cavity bounded by a tube 3 of
the holder. One end of the tube is open for releasing
through it at least a part of the lipstick 2. In a storage
position the opening is closed by a cap 4, 5 which is
located at a first end of the holder 1. The cap comprises
a top portion 4 and a sleeve portion 5. The top portion 4
and the sleeve portion 5 are mutually attached via fas-
tening means 8 which are comprised of complementary
threads in the walls of the top portion 4 and sleeve portion
5. The sleeve portion 5 is fastened to a grip surface por-
tion 6 via fastening means 9. The fastening means 9 may
form a screw fastening similar to fastening means 8, or
alternatively, for example realize a snap or click fasten-
ing. In any event the fastening means 9 provide a rela-
tively simple detachable fastening of the cap 4, 5 to a
remaining part of the holder 1. As a result, the cap 4, 5
can be detached from the remaining part of the holder 1
in a single action for thus releasing the open end of the
tube 3 so that the application stick can be moved to the
application position where at least part of the application
stick projects from the tube 3.
[0018] The grip surface portion 6 is coupled to an ad-
justing element 7 which is located at an opposite second
end of the holder 1. An outside surface of the adjusting
element 7, the grip surface portion 6, the sleeve portion
5 and the top portion 4 jointly form a total outside surface
of the holder 1. The outside surfaces of the adjusting
element 7, the grip surface portion 6, the sleeve portion
5 and the top portion 4 are then adjoining in line so that
the total outside surface of the holder is continuous, with-
out any openings, and flat.
[0019] The application stick 2 can be adjusted between
the storage position and application position by a rotation
of the adjusting element 7 and the grip surface portion 6
relative to each other. This may be effected both by start-
ing from a fixed grip surface portion 6 relative to which
the adjusting element 7 is rotated around an axial axis
of the holder 1, and as in this example of embodiment,
by starting from a fixed adjusting element 7 relative to
which the grip surface portion 6 is rotated around the
axial axis of the holder 1. In either case adjusting means
10 ... 13 are used to have the application stick moved
axially. For this purpose the adjusting means comprise
a bearing element 13 which is provided to rotate, via a
plurality of bearings 11, 12, around a central shaft body
6 which drives the application stick.
[0020] The central shaft body 6 comprises an axial
base portion having at one end a radial ring of teeth axially
leaving the base portion for moving into engagement with
the tube 3. For this purpose, at a second end situated
opposite to the open end, the tube 3 is provided with
engagement openings complementary to the teeth. The

connection between the shaft body 6 and the tube 3 by
means of communication between the teeth and their
respective engagement openings offers a rapid, reliable
exchange possibility of the tube 3 either filled or not with
an application stick.
[0021] By utilizing the grip surface portion 6 between
the cap 4, 5 and the adjusting element 7, a user of the
device can touch this for rotating the adjusting element
and the grip surface portion relative to each other. As a
result, the user only contacts an outside surface of the
holder 1, so that a contamination of the application stick
2, the tube 3 and an inside of the cap 4, 5 is counteracted
as a result of a lack of contact of these elements.
[0022] Since the installed cap 4, 5 extends as far as
the grip surface portion 6, the tube and thus the applica-
tion stick is completely protected from an outside envi-
ronment. In consequence, also any possible contamina-
tion of the tube or application stick caused in another way
is excluded. By utilizing this device a quality of the appli-
cation stick, and more particularly a hygienic use of it,
can consequently continue to be guaranteed for a fairly
long period of time.
[0023] For additional protection of the application stick
2 a barrier layer 14 is provided between the open end of
the tube 3 and the cap 4, 5, which barrier layer has the
form of a lightweight plastic cap installed over the end of
the tube. The plastic cap 14 counteracts a contact be-
tween the cap 4, 5 and a substance from the application
stick, so that no remainder of a substance can end up in
the cap. When refilling the device in that a new lipstick
is inserted therein, also the relatively simple plastic cap
14 can be substituted in a simple manner. This avoids
contamination of the newly inserted lipstick 2 as a result
of the mixing of a quantity of lipstick 2 with a remaining
quantity of lipstick from an earlier lipstick used in the de-
vice. The plastic cap 14 is coupled to the inside of the
cap 4, 5 so that the plastic cap, when the cap 4, 5 is
removed from the grip surface portion 6, is taken along
away from the tube 3. In this way, in a single action both
the cap and the plastic cap can be removed from a further
part of the holder to render the open end of the tube 3
free and shift the lipstick 2 to the application position. The
fastening means 8 allow of disengaging the top portion
4 from the sleeve portion 5. As a result, the top portion
4 can be disengaged from the sleeve portion 5, while the
sleeve portion 5 is fastened to the grip surface portion 6.
By removing the top portion 4, an end of the plastic cap
14, which protrudes relative to the sleeve portion 5, is set
free. In consequence, the plastic cap can be simply taken
from the protruding part for removing it from the holder
and insert a new plastic cap.
[0024] Albeit the invention has been further described
in the foregoing based on a single example of embodi-
ment, it may be evident that the invention is not by any
manner or means restricted to the described embodi-
ment. On the contrary, without departing from the scope
of the appended claims, those skilled in the art will be
able to design many variations and embodiments.
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Claims

1. A device for holding and utilizing an application stick
(2), comprising a holder (1) which has a first cavity
to accommodate a tube that bounds a second cavity
in which the application stick is accommodated,
wherein said tube allows the application stick to be
axially adjusted between a storage position situated
within the second cavity and an application position
at least partially released from the second cavity,
where the holder comprises at a first end a manually
releasable cap (4,5) which closes the first cavity at
an open end of the tube and at an opposite second
end comprises an adjusting member (7) which is
coupled to adjusting means (10-13) which are capa-
ble of and arranged for adjusting the application stick
between the storage position and the application po-
sition, characterized in that the holder has between
the adjusting member (7) and the cap (4,5) a grip
surface portion (6) that a user can hold while adjust-
ing the grip surface portion (6) and the adjusting el-
ement (7) relative to each other for an adjustment of
the application stick, in that the cap extends as far
as the grip surface portion, in that the tube is coupled
to the adjusting means via manually detachable cou-
pling means to render the tube, either or not filled
with the application stick, manually removable from
the holder, in that the application stick comprises an
application substance and in that between the cap
and the open end of the tube a barrier layer (14) is
provided, said barrier layer being impermeable to
the application substance, and in that the first cavity
is refillable with an application stick.

2. A device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in
that the adjusting element, the grip surface portion
and the cap with their respective outsides at least
substantially form a flowing line and constitute an
outside of the holder.

3. A device as claimed in claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that the barrier layer comprises a wall bounding
the open end of the tube, which wall at least partially
extends along the tube.

4. A device as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3, characterized
in that the barrier layer on an inside of the cap is
coupled to the cap and can be manually removed
from this cap.

5. A device as claimed in any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the cap comprises a sleeve
portion that is adjacent to the grip surface portion
and surrounds the tube at least over part of a length,
and in that the cap includes a top portion that ex-
tends over the open end of the tube, where the sleeve
portion and top portion can be manually detached
relative to each other for releasing the barrier layer.

6. A device as claimed in any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the cap comprises a sleeve
portion that surrounds the tube at least over part of
a length and includes a top portion that extends over
the open end of the tube, where the sleeve portion
and top portion are installed detachable relative to
each other and where the barrier layer extends with
an end beyond the sleeve portion as far as the top
portion and can be detached when the sleeve portion
and top portion have been mutually detached.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Halten und Verwenden eines Sta-
bes (2), umfassend einen Halter (1), der einen ersten
Hohlraum aufweist um ein Röhrchen aufzunehmen
das einen zweiten Hohlraum begrenzt in dem der
Stab angeordnet ist, wobei das Röhrchen den Stab
axial zwischen einer innerhalb des zweiten Hohl-
raums liegenden Endposition und einer teilweise aus
dem zweiten Hohlraum freigegebenen Position ein-
stellen kann, wobei der Halter an einem ersten Ende
eine manuell lösbare Kappe (4, 5) aufweist, die den
ersten Hohlraum an einem offenen Ende des Röhr-
chens verschließt und an dem gegenüberliegenden,
zweiten Ende ein Stellglied (7) aufweist das mit einer
Justagevorrichtung (10-13), die das Einstellen des
Stabes zwischen der Endposition und einer ausge-
fahrenen Position ermöglicht, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der Halter zwischen dem Stellglied
(7) und der Kappe (4, 5) einen Griffflächenabschnitt
(6) aufweist, den der Benutzer beim Einstellen des
Stabes mittels einer Relativbewegung zwischen
dem Stellglied (7) und dem Griffflächenabschnitt (6)
halten kann, dass sich die Kappe bis zum Griffflä-
chenabschnitt erstreckt, dass das Röhrchen über ei-
ne manuell lösbare Justagevorrichtung mit dem
Stellglied gekoppelt ist, um das Röhrchen entweder
mit dem Stab zu füllen oder diesen aus dem Röhr-
chen zu bewegen, dass der Stab eine Aufbringungs-
substanz aufweist, und dass zwischen der Kappe
und dem offenen Ende des Röhrchens eine Sperr-
schicht (14) vorgesehen ist, wobei die Sperrschicht
für die Aufbringungssubstanz undurchlässig ist, und
dass der erste Hohlraum mit einem Lippenstiftstab
nachfüllbar ist.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass das Stellglied, der Griffflächenab-
schnitt und die Kappe mit ihren jeweiligen Außen-
seiten zumindest im Wesentlichen aus einer
Fließlinie bestehen und eine Außenseite des Halters
bilden.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die Sperrschicht eine das offe-
ne Ende des Röhrchens begrenzende Wand auf-
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weist, die sich teilweise entlang des Röhrchens er-
streckt.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die Sperrschicht an der In-
nenseite der Kappe mit dieser verbunden ist und da-
von manuell entfernt werden kann.

5. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Kap-
pe einen Hülsenabschnitt aufweist, der dem Griffflä-
chenabschnitt benachbart ist und das Röhrchen
über einen Teil seiner Länge umgibt, und dass die
Kappe einen oberen Teil aufweist, der sich über das
offene Ende des Röhrchens erstreckt an welcher der
Hülsenabschnitt und der obere Abschnitt manuell
gegeneinander gelöst werden können, um die Sperr-
schicht freizugeben.

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Kap-
pe einen Hülsenabschnitt aufweist, der das Röhr-
chen zumindest über einen Teil einer Länge umgibt
und einen oberen Abschnitt aufweist, der sich über
das offene Ende des Röhrchens erstreckt, wobei der
Hülsenabschnitt und der obere Abschnitt lösbar zu-
einander angeordnet sind und wobei sich die Sperr-
schicht mit einem Ende über den Hülsenabschnitt
hinaus bis zum oberen Abschnitt erstreckt und eben-
falls ablösbar ist, wenn der Hülsenabschnitt und der
obere Abschnitt gegenseitig abgenommen worden
sind.

Revendications

1. Un dispositif pour tenir et utiliser un stick applicateur
(2), comprenant un support (1) qui présente une pre-
mière cavité destinée à recevoir un tube qui ferme
une seconde cavité dans laquelle le stick applicateur
est logé, ledit tube permettant au stick applicateur
d’être réglé axialement entre une position de range-
ment se situant à l’intérieur de la seconde cavité et
une position d’application au moins en partie sorti
de la seconde cavité, le support comprenant à une
première extrémité un capuchon pouvant être retiré
manuellement (4, 5) qui ferme la première cavité à
une extrémité ouverte du tube et qui, à une seconde
extrémité opposée, comprend un organe de réglage
(7) rattaché à des dispositifs de réglage (10-13) qui
sont capables et prévus pour régler le stick applica-
teur entre la position de rangement et la position
d’application, caractérisé en ce que le support com-
porte, entre l’organe de réglage (7) et le capuchon
(4, 5), une partie dotée d’une surface de préhension
(6) qu’un utilisateur peut tenir tout en ajustant la par-
tie dotée d’une surface de préhension (6) et l’organe
de réglage (7) l’un par rapport à l’autre aux fins de

réglage du stick applicateur, en ce que le capuchon
s’étend jusqu’à la partie dotée d’une surface de pré-
hension, en ce que le tube est rattaché aux dispo-
sitifs de réglage via des dispositifs de couplage dé-
tachables manuellement permettant au tube, qu’il
soit rempli ou non par le stick applicateur, de pouvoir
être retiré manuellement du support, en ce que le
stick applicateur comprend une substance à appli-
quer et en ce qu’une couche de séparation (14) est
disposée entre le capuchon et l’extrémité ouverte du
tube, ladite couche de séparation étant imperméable
à la substance à appliquer, et en ce que la première
cavité peut être rechargée avec un nouveau stick
applicateur.

2. Un dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé
en ce que l’élément de réglage, la partie dotée d’une
surface de préhension et le capuchon et leurs exté-
rieurs respectifs forment au moins substantiellement
une ligne continue et constituent un extérieur du sup-
port.

3. Un dispositif selon la revendication 1 ou 2, caracté-
risé en ce que la couche de séparation comprend
une paroi fermant l’extrémité ouverte du tube, ladite
paroi s’étendant au moins partiellement le long du
tube.

4. Un dispositif selon la revendication 1, 2 ou 3, carac-
térisé en ce que la couche de séparation sur un
intérieur du capuchon est fixée au capuchon et peut
être retirée manuellement de ce capuchon.

5. Un dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le capu-
chon comprend une partie formant un manchon ad-
jacente à la partie dotée d’une surface de préhension
et entoure le tube au moins sur une partie de sa
longueur, et en ce que le capuchon comprend une
portion supérieure qui recouvre l’extrémité ouverte
du tube, la partie formant un manchon et la partie
supérieure pouvant être séparées manuellement
l’une de l’autre afin de libérer la couche de sépara-
tion.

6. Un dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le capu-
chon comprend une partie en forme de manchon qui
entoure le tube au moins sur une partie de sa lon-
gueur et comprend une partie supérieure qui recou-
vre l’extrémité ouverte du tube, la partie formant un
manchon et la partie supérieure étant disposées de
manière à pouvoir être séparées l’une de l’autre et
la couche de séparation s’étendant avec une extré-
mité allant au-delà de la partie formant un manchon
jusqu’à la partie supérieure et pouvant être détachée
lorsque la partie formant un manchon et la partie
supérieure ont été séparées l’une de l’autre.
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