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DESCRIPTION

COMPOSITE PHOTOGRAPH CREATION SYSTEM AND COMPOSITE
PHOTOGRAPH CREATION APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Technical Field

The present invention relates to a composite photograph creation system and
composite photograph creation apparatus, and more particularly, to a composite
photograph creation system and composite photograph creation apparatus that create a
composite photograph in which a user image captured by a user is pasted at a prescribed

position of a template image.

Background Art

Digital cameras that electrically record images have a benefit in that they allow
the shot image to be processed readily, with respect to silver halide-based film cameras.
In order to create a composite photograph in which an image captured by a digital camera
is combined with a prescribed template, various types of services have been proposed
which make use of this benefit of easy processability.

For example, Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2000-168187
discloses a system for creating one original image by selecting a plurality of desired
images from amongst images captured by a digital camera, and pasting this selected
plurality of images onto ay prescribed template. Furthermore, Japanese Patent
Application Publication Nos. 2000-22929 and 2004-178163 disclose methods whereby a
decorative frame is combined with a portrait image to create a composite image that is
then printed. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 10-210340 discloses a
method whereby a portion relating to a person is extracted from an image, and that
extracted image is combined with a different background, such as a computer graphics’
image, a landscape image, or the like.

However, those composite photograph creation systems require knowledge of
image synthesis and are complicated and troublesome to operate. Therefore, itis

difficult that those systems are used freely and easily by users.
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Disclosure of the Invention

The present invention was devised in view of the foregoing circumstances, an
object thereof being to provide a composite photograph creation system and a composite
photograph creation apparatus whereby composité photographs can be created in a simple
manner.

In order to attain the aforementioned object, the present invention is directed to a
composite photograph creation system which creates a composite photograph by pasting
a user image at a previously determined user image combination position on a template
image, the system comprising: a user terminal which sends the user image to one of
transmission destinations independently assigned to a plurality of template images; a
reception device which receives the user image sent to the one of transmission
destinations; and a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite
photograph by pasting the user image received by the reception device; at the user image
combination position on one of the template images, in accordance with the transmission
destination of the user image.

According to this aspect of the invention, a transmission destination related to
user image is set for each one of a plurality of template images. The user sends a user
image to a transmission destination specified for each template image. The sent user
image is received by the reception device, and is pasted to a prescribed user image
combination position on the template image, in accordance with the transmission
destination of the user image.

Preferably, each of the template images has a plurality of user image
combination positions; a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image
combination positions; and the composite photograph creation device creates the
composite photograph by pasting the user image received by the reception device, at one
of the user image combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

According to this aspect, a plurality of user image combination positions are set
on the template image and a combination rule is set for each user image combination
position. If a plurality of user images (for a plurality of user image combination
positions) are sent from the user terminal to prescribed transmission destinations, then the

user images are pasted to the user image combination positions in accordance with the
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combination rules. .

The present invention is also directed to a composite photograph creation system
which creates a composite photograph by pasting a user image at a previously determined
user image combination position on a template image, the system comprising: a user
terminal which sends the user image to one of transmission destinations assigned to user
image combination positions on the template image; a reception device which receives
the user image sent to the one of the transmission destinations; and a composite
photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph by pasting the user
image received by the reception device, at one of the user image combination positions
on the template image, in accordance with the transmission destination of the user image.

According to this aspect of the invention, a user image transmission destination
is set for each combination position on the template image. The user sends a user image
to a transmission destination specified for each template image. The sent user image is
received by the reception device, and is pasted to a prescribed user image combination
position on the template image, in accordance with the transmission destination of the
user image.

The present invention is also directed to a composite photograph creation system
which creates a composite photograph by pasting a user image at a previously determined
user image combination position on a template image, the system comprising: a user
terminal which sends an electronic mail to which a user image is attached, to a prescribed
mail address; a reception device which receives the electronic mail sent to the prescribed
mail address; and a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite
photograph by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the
reception device, at the user image combination position on the template image.

According to this aspect, if an electronic mail to which a user image is attached
is sent from the user terminal to a prescribed mail address, then it is received by the
reception device. A composite photograph is created by pasting the user image attached
to the electronic mail to a user image combination position on the template image, by the
composite photograph creation device.

Preferably, the template image has a plurality of user image combination
positions; a destination mail address is assigned to each of the user image combination

positions; and the composite photograph creation device creates the composite
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photograph by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the
reception device, at one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with a
destination mail address of the received electronic mail.

~ According to this aspect, a plurality of user image combination positions are set
on a template image, and mail addresses are set respectively for user image combination
positions. If an electronic mail to which an image is attached is sent to one of the mail
addresses from the user terminal, the user image attached to the electronic mail is pasted
to a user image combination position in accordance with the destination mail address of
the electronic mail. |

Preferably, the template image has a plurality of user image combination
positions; a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image combination positions;
and the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at
one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

According to this aspect, a plurality of user image combination positions are set
on the template image and a combination rule is set for each user image combination
position. If a plurality (for instance, a number corresponding to the number of user
image combination positions) of electronic mails having attached images are sent from
the user terminal to prescribed mail addresses, then the user images attached to the
electronic mails are pasted at the user image combinations positions, in accordance with
the established combination rules.

Preferably, the composite photograph creation system further comprises a reply
device which sends back an electronic mail stating a prescribed message in a mail text, to
a source mail address of the electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail address, when the
electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail address is received by the reception device.

According to this aspect, when an electronic mail sent to a prescribed mail
address is received by the reception device, the reply device sends back an electronic
mail having a prescribed message in the mail text, to the sender’s mail address.

Preferably, the composite photograph creation system further comprises a
content image creation device which creates a content image to be pasted to a content
image combination position set on the template image, in accordance with contents of the

electronic mail received by the reception device, wherein the composite photograph
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creation device creates the composite photograph by pasting the user image attached to
the electronic mail received by the reception device, at the user image combination
position, and also pasting the content image created by the content image creation device,
at the content image combination position.

According to this aspect, a user image combination position and a content image
combination position are established on the template image. If an electronic mail is
received by the reception device, a content image to be pasted on the content image
combination position is created by the content image creation device according to the
contents of the electronic mail. The composite photograph creation device creates a
composite photograph by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail, at the
user image combination position, and by also pasting the content image created by the
content image creation device, at the content image combination position.

Preferably, the composite photograph creation system further comprises a print
device which prints the composite photograph created by the composite photograph
creation device, on printing paper.

According to this aspect, it is possible to print a composite photograph created
by the composite photograph creation device, onto print paper, by means of the print
device. '

The present invention is also directed to a composite photograph creation
apparatus which creates a composite photograph by pasting a user image at a previously
determined user image combination position on a template image, the apparatus
comprising: a reception device which recgives the user image sent to one of transmission
destinations independently assigned to a plurality of template images; a composite
phbtograph creation device which creates the composite photograph by pasting the user
image received by the reception device, at the user image combination position on one of
the template images, in accordance with the transmission destination of the user image.

According to this aspect of the invention, a user image transmission destination
is set for each of a plurality of template images. The-user sends a user image to a
transmission destination Speciﬁed for each template image. The sent user image is
received by the reception device, and is pasted to a prescribed user image combination
position on one of the template images, in accordance with the transmission destination.

Preferably, each of the template images has a plurality of user image
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combination positions; a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image
combination positions; and the composite photograph creation device creates the
composite photograph by pasting the user image received by the reception device, at one
of the user image combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

According to this aspect, a plurality of user image combination positions are set
on the template image and a combination rule is set for each user image combination
position. If a plurality of user images (for instance, a number corresponding to the user
image combination positions) are sent from the user terminal to prescribed transmission
destinations, then the user images are pasted to the user image combination positions in
accordance with the established combination rules.

The present invention is also directed to a composite photograph creation
apparatus which creates a composite photograph by pasting a user image at a previously
determined user image combination position on a template image, the apparatus
comprising: a reception device which receives the user image sent to one of transmission
destinations assigned to the user image combination positions on the template image; and
a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image received by the reception device, at one of the user image
combination positions on the template image, in accordance with the transmission
destination of the user image.

According to this aspect of the invention, a user image transmission destination
is set for each combination position on the template image. The user sends a user image
to a transmission destination specified for each template image. The sent user image is
received by the reception device, and is pasted to a user image combination position on
the template image, in accordance with the transmission destination.

The present invention is also directed to a composite photograph creation
apparatus which creates a composite photograph by pasting a user image at a previously
determined user image combination position on a template image; the apparatus
comprising: a reception device which receives an electronic mail sent to a prescribed mail
address; and a composite'photograph creation device which creates the composite
photograph by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the
reception device, at the user image combination position on the template image.

According to this aspect of the invention, if the reception device receives an
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electronic mail with an attached user image that has been sent to a prescribed mail
address, then the composite photograph creation device pastes the user image attached to
the electronic mail, to a user image combination position of the template image, thereby
creating a composite photograph.

Preferably, the template image has a plufality of user image combination
positions; a mail address is assigned to each of the user image combination positions; and
the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by pasting
the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at one of
the user image combination positions, in accordance with a mail addreés of the received
electronic mail.

According to this aspect, a plurality of user image combination positions are set
on the template image, and a mail address is set for each user image combination position.‘
If an electronic mail to which an image is attached is sent to one of the mail addresses,
the user image attached to the electronic mail is pasted to a user image combination
position in accordance with the destination mail address of the electronic mail.

Preferably, the template image has a plurality of user image combination
positions; a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image combination positions;
and the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at
one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

According to this aspect, a plurality of user image combination positions are set
on the template image and a combination rule is set for each user image combination
position. If a plurality (for instance, a number corresponding to the number of user
image combination positions) of electronic mails having attached images are sent from
the user terminal to prescribed mail addresses, then the user images attached to the
electronic mails are pasted at the user image combinations positions, in accordance with
the established combination rules.

Preferably, the composite photograph creation apparatus further comprises a - -
reply device which sends back an electronic mail stating a prescribed message in a mail
text, to a source mail address of the electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail address,
when the electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail address is received by the reception

device.



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2006/064933 PCT/JP2005/023202

According to this aspect, when an electronic mail sent to a prescribed mail
address is received by the reception device of the composite photograph creation device,
an electronic mail having a prescribed message in the mail text is sent back to the
sender’s mail address.

Preferably, a content image combination position is set on the template image;
the composite photograph creation aipparatus further comprises a content image creation
device which creates a content image to be pasted at the content image combination
position, in accordance with contents of the electronic mail received by the reception
device; and the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph
by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device,
at the user image combination position, and pasting the content image created by the
content image creation device, at the content image combination position.

According to this aspect, a user image combination position and a content image
combination position are established on the template image. If an electronic mail is
received by the reception device of the composite photograph creation device, a content
image for pasting to the content image combination position is created by the content
image creation device. The composite photograph creation device creates a composite
photograph by pasting the user image attached to electronic mail, at the user image
combination position, and by also pasting the content image created by the content image
creation device, at the content image combination position.

Preferably, the composite photograph creation apparatus, further comprises a
print device which prints the composite photograph created by the composite photograph
creation device, on printing paper. ,

Accdrding to this aspect, it is possible to print a composite photograph created
by the composite photograph creation device, onto print paper, by means of the print
device.

According to the composite photograph creation system and composite
photograph creation device on the basis of the present invention, it is possible to create a

composite photograph in a simple fashion.

Brief Description of the Drawings

The nature of this invention, as well as other objects and benefits thereof, will be
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explained in the following with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which like
reference characters designate the same or similar parts throughout the figures and |
wherein:

Fig. 1 is a schematic system diagram showing the composition of one
embodiment of a composite photograph creation éystem according to the present
invention; A

Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing the sequence of the processing performed by a user
until the start of the service, and the corresponding qperational processing performed by
the system server;

Figs. 3A, 3B, and 3C are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped mobile
telephone that has accessed a web page; -

Fig. 4 is an illustrative diagram of a user DB;

Figs. 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped
mobile telephone which has accessed a web page;

Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing the sequence of the processing performed by a user
from the start of the service until creation of a composite photograph, and the
corresponding operational processing performed by the system server;

Figs. 7A and 7B are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped mobile
telephone which has accessed a web page;

Fig. 8 is a diagram showing one example of a template image for “Snap
Robots!”;

Fig. 9 is a diagram showing one example of a template image for “My top three
favorites”;

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing one example of a template image for “Totally
hilarious!! Have a good laugh!!”;

Fig. 11 is an illustrative diagram of a destination address DB;

Figs. 12A and 12B are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped mobile
telephone which has accessed a web page; |

Fig. 13is an illustrative diagram of a reply mail DB;

Fig. 14 is an illustrative diagram of a reply mail DB;

Figs. 15A and 15B are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped mobile

telephone which has accessed a web page;
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Figs. 16A and 16B are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped mobile
telephone which has accessed a web page;

Figs. 17A and 17B are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped mobile
telephone which has accessed a web page;

Figs. 18A, 18B and 18C are monitor display examples of a camera-equipped
mobile telephone which has accessed a web page;

Fig. 19 is a flowchart showing the procedure of composite photograph creation
processing;

Fig. 20 shows one example of a composite photograph created when the “Snap
Robots!” option has been selected;

Fig. 21 is a flowchart showing the procedure of composite photograph image
display processing performed by the image display terminal;

Fig. 22 is a diagram showing an example of a composite photograph image
display on an image display terminal;

Fig. 23 is an illustrative diagram of a further example of a reply mail DB; and

Fig. 24 is an illustrative diagram of a further example of a reply mail DB.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention
Fig. 1 is a schematic system diagram showing the composition of one embodiment
of a composite photograph creation system according to the present invention.
As shown in Fig. 1, the composite photograph creation system 1 according to the

present embodiment may be used as a system for providing a composite photograph

_ creation service (under the name of “Mobile Snapshot Rally”), located usually in a

particular facility, such as an amusement park or theme park. By using the composite
photograph creation service, an image taken by a user on his or her camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 can be combined with a prescribed template.  The user photographs
an exhibit, or the like, in the facility in accordance with a certain theme, using his or her
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, and then attaches the shot image to an electronic
mail, and sends the electronic mail to a prescribed mail address. The system server 3
receives the electronic mail sent to the mail address, and creates a composite photograph
by pasting the image (user image) attached to the received electronic mail, onto a

prescribed template. The composite photograph thus created is displayed on the display
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monitor of an image display terminal 4 situated in the facility, and it is printed onto
printing paper in accordance with a print order from the user.

The user implements a series of processes from the capturing of the image for a
composite photograph, to the ordering of a print, in accordance with instructions in the
electronic mails transmitted successively from the system server 3. More specifically,
when the service provided by this system is started, electronic mails stating the details of
the processing to be performed by the user are successively sent from the system server 3
to the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2.  The user carries out actions in
accordance with the instructions stated in the téxt body of the electronic mails sent by the
system server 3, to execute processing for creating a prescribed composite photograph.

In this case, the contents stated in the text body of the electronic mail sent from
the system server 3 successively change depending on the actions performed by the user,
and hence there are interactive communications between the user and the system server 3.

The camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 used by the user is constituted by a
normal mobile telephone having camera functions, electronic mail functions, and WWW
browsing functions. The camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 can connect to the
Internet 6 via a mobile communications network 5.

As shown in Fig. 1, the system server 3 includes a WWW (WorldWideWeb)
server 10, a mail server 12, a database (DB) server 14, an image processing server 16, a
print server 18, and the like. The respective servers are connected in a mutually
communicable fashion via a LAN (Local Area Network), and are connected to the
Internet 6 by means of a router 22. '

' The WWW server 10 includes a normal computer that runs software for
providing WWW services, and provides the WWW services described below to the user
of the present system.

The mail server 12 includes a normal computer that runs software for providing
mail services, and provides electronic mail transmission and reception services to the user
of the present system.

The database server 14 includes a normal computer which runs software for
holding and managing a database (DB), and it holds and manages the prescribed
databases described hereinafter (user DB, mail DB, return mail DB, destination address
DB, template DB, contents DB).
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The image processing server 16 includes a normal computer that runs software
for carrying out prescribed image processes, and it creates a composite photograph by
executing image combination processing as described hereinafter.

The print server 18 controls the respective printers 20 connected to same, and
thus controls the printing of composite photograph images created by the image
processing server 16. _

The respective servers constituting the system server 3 operate in a mutually

cooperative fashion, thereby providing a composite photograph creation service to the

- USCrI.

The image display terminal 4 includes a normal computer that runs a prescribed
image display program, and contains a monitor and a user interface such as a mouse and
a keyboard. The image display terminal 4 is connected to the system server 3 via a
LAN, and the system server 3 displays a prescribed composite photograph image on the
monitor, in accordance with a request from the image display terminal 4.

Concerning the composite photograph creation service proVidcd by the system
server 3 of the composite photograph creation system 1 having the composition described
above according to the present embodiment, the processing from the start of the service,
to the creation of a print will now be described step by step.

The following description relates to an example in which the composite
photograph creation system 1 according to the present embodiment is used in a
prescribed exhibition hall. In this exhibition, entrance tickets bearing unique ID

numbers are issued, and each user enters into the exhibition hall by purchasing an

. entrance ticket of this kind.

Fig. 2 is a flowchart showing the sequence of the processing performed by a user
until the start of the service, and the corresponding operational processing performed by
the system server 3.

Prior to the start of the service, the user performs user registration, following a
prescribed procedure. ' Firstly, the user accesses the homepage provided by the WWW
server 10, by using a Browsing function of his or her camera-equipped mobile telephone
2 (step S10).

Fig. 3A shows a monitor display example of the camera-equipped mobile

telephone 2 when the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 has accessed the homepage
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provided by the WWW server 10.  As shown in Fig. 3A, an overview of the service
provided by the present system is described on the monitor screen. When using the
service, the user operates the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 and clicks on the
button “# Start Here”. Upon clicking this button, the linked web page, which is a web -
page that describes the user registration procedure, is displayed on the monitor of the
user’s camera-equipped mobile telephoné 2.

Fig. 3B shows a monitor display example of the camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2 when the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 has accessed the web page
describing the procedure for user registration. As shown in Fig. 3B, a description of the
user registration procedure is shown on the monitor. The user operates the
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 in accordance with the display. More specifically,
firstly, the user clicks on the “# Send mail” button shown on the monitor. Upon clicking
this button, the mail software is started up in the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2
and an electronic mail is displayed on the monitor, the destination address of the
electronic mail being set to a stipulated mail address. The user sends the electronic mail
as it is, without changing the destination address and without entering any text in the
body of the electronic mail displayed on the monitor (Step S11).  In other words, the .
user sends a blank electronic mail.

The electronic mail (blank mail) thus sent is received by the mail server 12 (step
S12). Inthe DB server 14, the mail address of the user is registered in the user DB on
the basis of the electrbnic mail received by the mail server 12 (step S13).

As shown in Fig. 4, the user DB is created by mutually associating items such as
the user’s entrance ticket ID, user’s gender, user’s age group, option, user images (Photo
No. 1 to Photo No.3, and face image), and composite photographs.  This information is
stored in a prescribed storage region of the DB server 14. The mail address of the
electronic mail (blank mail) sent by the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 is
registered in the “mail address” column, as described above. The ID number appended
to the entrance ticket held by the user is registered in the “entrance ticket ID” column, as
described hereinafter. The user’s gender and age group, which are input via a user
registration screen described hereinafter, are registered in the “gender” and “age group”
columns. The number appended to an option selected from an option selection screen

described hereinafter is registered in the “option” column. Image data (user images)
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attached to electronic mails sent by the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, as
described hereinafter, are registered respectively in the “user image (Photo No. 1 to Photo
No.3, and face image)” columns, in association with a destination address (combination
position). Image data for a created composite photograph is registered in the
“composite photograph image” column. ‘

When a blank mail is received in the mail server 12, the DB server 14 registers
the mail address in the user DB, on the basis of the sender’s mail address of the blank
mail (in other words, the user’s mail address) (step S13).

When the registration of the user’s mail address has been completed, the mail
server 12 sends an electronic mail for user registration (an eleétronjc mail giving
guidance on user registration), to the sender’s mail address, in other words, the mail
address of the user who sent the blank mail (step S14). The user receives the electronic
mail sent from the mail server 12, on his or her camera-equipped mobile telephone 2
(step S15).

Fig. 3C shows a display example of the monitor of the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 when the electronic mail for user registration has been opened. As
shown in Fig. 3C, the body of the electronic mail for user registration contains a URL
(Uniform Resource Locator) for a web page for performing user registration. By
clicking on this URL, the browser is started up, the cémera—cquipped niobile; telephone 2
accesses the web page having the URL (the user registration web page) (step $16), and
this web page is displayed on the monitor.

The URL given in the electronic mail for user registration is set independently
for each respective user, in such a manner that the accessihg user can be identified.

Fig. 5A shows a display example of the monitor of the camera-equipped rhobile
telephone 2 when the user has accessed the user registration web page.  As shown in Fig.
5A, the user registration web page shows input columns corresponding to the entrance
ticket ID, and the user’s gender and age group. The user inputs the required information
in the input columns, by operating the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 in
accordance with the dispiay on the monitor (step S17). When the user clicks on the
“Next” button after inputting the required information, the input information is sent to the
WWW server 10.

On the other hand, when the “Next” button is clicked, the camera-equipped
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mobile telephone 2 accesses the linked web page corresponding to the option selection.
Fig. 5B shows an example of a monitor display of the web page corresponding to the |
option selection. As shown in Fig. 5B, in the composite photograph creation system 1
according to the present embodiment, it is possible to select three options. The three
options in the present embodiment are: (1) an opfion for creating a composite photograph.
by sending three images of robots taken in the exhibition hall and an image of the user’s
face, by electronic mail (“Snap Robots!”), (2) an option for creating a composite
photograph by sending any three images taken in the exhibition hall and an image of the
user’s face, by electronic mail (“My top three favoﬁtes!”), and (3) an option for creating
a composite photograph by sending three amusing images taken in the exhibition hall and
an image of the user’s face, by electronic mail (“Totally hilarious! Have a good laugh!”).
The user selects an option to use by operating the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 in
accordance with the display on the monitor (step S18). More specifically, the user
clicks on the button of the option that he or she is to use. When the button of the option
to be used has been clicked, information relating to the selected option is sent to the
WWW server 10.

When the button for the option to be used has been clicked, the user’s
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses the linked web page corresponding to the
option description. Fig. SC shows an exaniple of a monitor display of a web page |
corresponding to the option description. As shown in Fig. 5C, a description of the
selected option (in this case, the “Snap Robots!” option) is shown. The user confirms
the display on the monitor, and then in order to start the service, he or she clicks the
“Take part” button displayed on the web page. When the user has clicked the “Take
part” button, instructions on a service start are sent to the WWW server 10 (step S19).

When the instructions on the service start has beén sent to the WWW server 10
and the WWWAhas received the instructions, the DB server 14 registers the information
reqeived by the WWW server 10 (entrance ticket ID, gender, age group, option) in the
user DB of the corresponding mail address (step S20), and then starts to provide a
composite photograph creation service (step S21).

Furthermore, when the user clicks the “Take part” button, the user’s A
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses the linked web page corresponding to the

service start. Fig. 5D shows a monitor display example of the web page corresponding
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to the service start. As shown in Fig. 5D, a message indicating the start of a service, and
a simple description relating to the service is displayed on the web page. The user
checks the web page and recognizes that the service has started.

By means of the aforementioned sequence of steps, the user registration process
is completed and a composite photograph creation service for the selected option is
started.

Next, the processing from the start of the service until the creation of a
composite photograph will be described in accordance with the flowchart shown in Fig. 6.
The following description relates to a case where the “Snap Robots!” option has been
selected as the option to use.

Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing the processing performed by the user from the start
of the service until the creation of the composite photograph, and the corresponding
operational processing performed by the system server 3.

When the service starts, the mail server 12 sends an initial instruction by
electronic mail (step S30). The user receives the electronic mail sent by the mail server
12 on his or her own camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 (step S31).

Fig. 7A shows a display example of the monitor of the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 when the initial instruction electronic mail sent by the mail server 12
has been opened.  As shown in Fig. 7A, the body of the electronic mail gives guidance
on how to use the option selected by the user, and it also shows the URL of the web page
for sending an image (photograph). In the case of the present embodiment, the “Snap

Robots!” option has been selected, and therefore, guidance indicating that the user is to

~ take photographs of three robots and a photograph of the user’s face and to send in these

shot images, is stated in the body of the electronic mail. In this case, in order to create a
sense of affinity with the user, desirably, the contents of the text of the electronic mail are
represented as if they are being told by a virtual sender. For example, if there is a
mascot character in the exhibition hall, then desirably, the text contents of the electronic
miail are represented as if that mascot character were talking to the user.

Since the use method varies depending on the option, the contents stated in the
text of the electronic mail are changed according to the selected option. These text
contents of the electronic mail are recorded as a mail DB in the DB server 14.  The mail

server 12 reads out the text contents corresponding to the option selected by the user,
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from the mail DB, and sends it to the user. "

The user photographs a first robot image in accordance with this first electronic
mail (step S32).  After photographing the image, the user clicks on the web page having
the URL stated in the text of the first electronic mail, and thereby accesses the web page
(step S33).

Fig. 7B shows an example of a monitor display of a web page for sending
images. As shown in Fig. 7B, this web page shows a greeting text and advice
information, as well as “# Send photo” buttons for sgnding an image. Each button for
sending an image is prepared for each combination position, and the user clicks the
button of a desired combination position.

The term “combination position” here is the position set on the template image
at which the image captured by the user (user image) is to be attached, and these
combination positions are established in advance with respect to each of the template
jmages used. The template image used is set independently for each option selected by
the user. More specifically, as shown in Figs. 8 to 10, corresponding template images
are prepared respectively for the options, and the template image to be used is determined
automatically when the user selects an option. This template image is associated with.
the corresponding option as the template DB, and is stored in the DB server 14.

For example, Fig. 8 shows a template image for the “Snap Robots!” option, and
here, the obliquely shaded regions are set as the combination positions. An image sent
as Photo No. 1 is combined at the Photo No. 1 combination position. ~An image sent as -
Photo No. 2 is combined at the Photo No., 2 combination position. An image sent as
Photo No. 3 is combined at the Photo No. 3 combination position. An image sent as the
face of the photographer is combined at the photographer’s face combination position.
Information indicating the photo shoot times of the images combined at the Photo Nos. 1
to 3 combination positions are combined at photo shoot time combination positions
provided respectively in the vicinity of the Photo Nos. 1 to 3 combination positions.
Information indicating the phbto shoot date is combined at a photo shoot date -
combination position pro{zided in the vicinity of the photographer’s face combination
position.

Furthermore, Fig. 9 shows a template image for the “My top three favorites”

option, and here, the obliquely shaded regions are set as the combination positions. An
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image sent as Photo No. 1 is combined at the Photo No. 1 combination position. An
image sent as Photo No. 2 is combined at the Photo No. 2 combination position. An
image sent as Photo No. 3 is combined at the Photo No. 3 combination position. An
image sent as the face of the photographer is combined at the photographer’s face
combination position. The photo shoot times of the images combined at the Photo Nos.
1 to 3 combination positions are combined at photo shoot time combination positions
provided respectively in the vicinity of the Photo Nos. 1to 3 combination positions.

The photo shoot date is combined at a photo shoot date combination position set in the
center of the screen.

Furthermore, Fig. 10 shows a template image for the “Totally hilarious! Have a
good laugh!” option, in which the oblique shaded regions are set as the combination
positions. An image sent as Photo No. 1 is combined at the Photo No. 1 combination
position. An image sent as Photo No. 2 is combined at the Photo No. 2 combination
position. An image sent as Photo No. 3 is combined at the Photo No. 3 combination
position. Prescribed content information is combined at a content combination position.
The photo shoot times of the images combined at the Photo Nos. 1 to 3 combination
positions are combined at photo shoot time combination positions provided respectively
in the vicinity of the Photo Nos. 1 to 3 combination positions. The photo shoot date is
combined at a photo shoot date combination position set in the top right-hand part of the
screen. |

When sending an image, the user clicks on the web page having the URL stated
in the body text of the electronic mail received from the mail server 12, and thereby
accesses the web page for sending images. The user then clicks on a desired
combination position button, of the four buttons “4 Send photo” for sending images
displayed on that web page.

When the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses the web page for
sending an image, then this access information is recorded in the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2. This information is sent to the WWW server 10 when the user
accesses that web page again. The WWW server 10 identifies the user by referring to
the information sent from the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2.

When the user selects and clicks on a desired combination position button, the

mail software in the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 is started up, and an electronic
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mail addressed to the designated mail address is displayed on the monitor. The user
attaches a photographed image to the electronic mail displayed on the monitor, and sends
the electronic mail without changing the destination address (step S34).

Here, as shown in Fig. 11, the mail address set as the destination address of this
electronic mail is established in accordance with the respective combination positions on
each template image, and this mail address is stored in the DB server 14 in the form of a
destination address DB.  For example, the mail address
“template]l_compol @eventl .***.co.jp” is set for the Photo No. 1 combination position
of the template image for “Snap Robots!”. The mail address
“template]_compo2 @event1.*** co.jp” is set for the Photo No. 2 combination position.
The mail address “templatel_compo3 @event1.#**.co.jp” is set for the Photo No. 3
combination position. The mail address “templatel_compo4 @eventl.***.co jp” is set
for the photographer’s face combination position.

For example, it is assumed that the user selects the Photo No.1 combination
position. In this case, as shown in Fig. 11, the mail address
“templatel_compol@event1.*** co.jp” is set as the destination address. ~As described
above, the user then attaches a shot image (user image) to the electronic mail and sends
the electronic mail, w1thout changing the established destination address (step S34).

The mail server. 12 receives the electronic mail having the prescnbed destination
address sent by the user (step $35). The DB server 14 identifies the user DB on the
basis of the sender’s mail address of the electronic mail received by the mail server 12,
and registers the user image attached to that electronic mail at the corresponding
combination position (step $36). More specifically, as shown in Fig. 4, since various
types of information are recorded in association with the user’s mail address in the user
DB, it is possible to identify the usef DB of the corresponding user by acquiring the
sender’s mail address. Furthermore, the destination addresses of the electronic mails are
set according to the combination positions in the template images being used, and
therefore, it is possible to identify the combination position at which the user image
attached to the electronic mail is to be registered, by acquiring the mail address
(destination mail address) of the received electronic mail.

When registration of the first user image that is attached to an electronic mail

and sent from the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 has been completed in this
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fashion, the mail server 12 sends an electronic mail for the next instruction to the usefs
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 that sent the aforementioned electronic mail (step
S37). The user receives this electronic mail sent by the mail server 12 on his or her own
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 (step S38).

Fig. 12A shows a display example of the monitor of the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 when the next instruction electronic mail (replay mail) sent by the
mail server 12 has been opened. As shown in Fig. 12A, the body text of this reply mail
states a prescribed message, together with the URL of the web page for sending images.

Here, the contents of the reply mail vary depending on the sequence of the mails
sent by the user, and the destination mail address of the electronic mail sent by the user
(the combination position). The contents stated in the reply mail are stored respectively
for the options (the template images), as a reply mail DB, in the DB server.

Fig. 13 shows one example of a reply mail DB set for the “Snap Robots!” option.
As shown in Fig. 13, the reply mail DB contains four items, A, B, C, and D, and the
contents of each item are registered in accordance with the order of the electronic mail
sent by the user, and the combination position (destination mail address).

Here, as shown in Fig. 14, the contents stated in the “Subject (Sub)” column of
the reply mail is registered in association with the item A, and the contents stated in the
body text of the mail are registered in association with the items B to D.

According to this reply mail DB, if Photo No. 1 is selected as the combination
position and the first image (first electronic mail) is sent, then an electronic mail is
created in which  the content “First picture received!” is stated in the item A column
(Subject), the content “Robozo here! I got a picture from you. It’s great!” is stated in the
item B column (first sentence of body text), the content “What a cool robot!” is stated in

the item C column (second sentence of body text), and the content “There are still three

~ to go— We’ve only just started! You can also get to the “Send photo” page via this link.

http://***** »_is stated in the item D column (third sentence of the body text).

" Furthermore, for example, if Photo No. 3 is selected as the combination position
and an electronic mail with a second image is sent, then an electronic mail is created in
which the content “Second picture received!” is stated in the item A column (Subject),
the content “Robozo here! That’s a great photo too!” is stated in the item B column (first

sentence of body text), the content “That’s a reaily charming photo!” is stated in the item
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C column (second sentence of body text), and the content “Still two to go —I'm waiting!
You can also get to the “Send photo” page via this link.  http://#*#*#*¥ >, is stated in the
item D column (third sentence of the body text).

In this way, the mail server 12 refers to the reply mail DB and creates a reply
mail in accordance with the order of the 4electroni‘c mail sent by the user, and the
destination mail address of the electronic mail sent by the user (in other words, the
combination position). The reply mail thus created is sent to the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 (step S37). .

Fig. 12A shows the contents of a reply mail in a case where Photo No.1 has been
selected as the combination position and a first image (first electronic mail) has been sent.
The user takes the next image (second image) in accordance with the contents stated in
this reply mail (step S39). And then the user accesses the web page given in the reply
mail (step S40), and sends the second image by means of the same procedure as the first
image (step S41). |

More specifically, firstly, the user clicks on the web page of the URL given in
the text of the reply mail, thereby accessing the web page for sending images. The user
may also directly specify the URL of the web page for sending images, in order to access
that URL. Furthermore, if the URL is registered as a “bookmark™ or the like, then the
user‘ma‘y access the URL by hsing this registered information.

Fig. 12B shows a monitor display example of the web page. As shown in F1g
12B, this web page shows a greeting text and advice information, and the like, as well as
buttons for sending images. Similarly to the case of sending the first image, buttons for
sending the images are prepared for respective combination positions, and a “#Check /-
Change photo” button is displayed at the cmeination position for which an image has
already been sent. A “Send photo” button is displayed for each of the combination
positions for which images have not yet been sent. In the case of the present
embodiment, the first image has already been sent as an image to be combined at the
Photo No. 1 combination position, and therefore a “#Check / Change photo” button is-
displayed for the Photo No.1 combination position.

The WWW server 10 identifies the user on the basis of the access information
sent by the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, and it generates a web page on

the basis of the user DB for that user.



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2006/064933 PCT/JP2005/023202

22

If the user clicks on the “# Check / Change photo” button displayed on the web
page for sending images, then the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses a
linked web page for photograph checking and changing.

Fig. 15A shows a monitor display example of a photograph checking and
changing web page. As shown in Fig. 15A, on the photograph checking and changing
web page, the image sent by the user as an image to combine at the comBination position
in question (in this case, Photo No. 1) is displayed, together with a “# Change photo”
button for providing instructions on a change of photograph and a “# Return” button for
instructing the system to return to the web page for sending images. If the user clicks on
the “# Change photo” button for providing instructions on a change of phofograph, then
the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses a linked photograph change
confirmation web page.

Fig. 15B shows a monitor display example of this photograph change
confirmation web page. As shown in Fig. 15B, on the photograph change confirmation
web page, a message for confirming the change of the image sent by the user which is to
be combined at that combination position (in this case, Photo No. 1) is displayed, as well
as a “# Yes” button for providing instructions on a change of the photograph and a “#
Return” button for instructing the system to return to the photograph checking and
changing web page. In this, the WWW server 10 reads out the registered image for the
éorresponding combination position, from the user DB of the user accessing the web page,
and uses this image to generate the web page.

When the photograph is to be changed in accordance with the display on the web
page, the user clicks on the “# Yes” button for providing instructions on a change of the
photograph. When the “# Yes” button is clicked, the mail software is started up in the
user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, and an electronic mail having a designated
destination address (in this case, the mail address corresponding to Photo No. 1) is
displayed on &the monitor. The user attaches the changed image to the electronic mail
displayed on the monitor and sends the electronic mail, without changing the destination
address. |

The mail server 12 receives the electronic mail sent by the user. The DB server
14 then identifies the user DB on the basis of the sender’s mail address of the electronic

mail received by the mail server 12, identifies the registration destination (in this case, the
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Photo No. 1 combination position) on the basis of the destination mail address, and
registers the user image attached to the electronic mail accordingly. In this case, the
newly sent image is written over the old image and registered as the user image.

In this way, even images for combination positions already sent by the user can
be changed by means of the user sending another image again. |

When sending a second image to a combination position for which no image has
yet been sent, the user accesses the web page for sending images (step S40), and then
clicks on the button corresponding to the desired combination position, from the
remaining three buttons for sending images displayed on the web page.

When this button is clicked, the mail software of the camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2 is started up and an electronic mail having a designated destination mail
address is displayed on the monitor. The user attaches a photo graphed image to the
electronic mail displayed on the monitor, and sends the electronic mail without changing
the destination address (step S41). Here, it is assumed that the user has selected the
Photo No. 2 combination position. In this case, as shown in Fig. 11, the mail address
“templatel_compo2 @event1.*** co.jp” is set as the destination address.

The mail server 12 receives the electronic mail having the prescribed destination
address sent by the user (step S42). The DB server 14 identifies the user DB on the
basis of the sender’s mail address of the electronic mail received by the mail server 12,
and also identifies the combination position at which the image is to be registered on the
basis of the destination mail address (in this case, the No. 2 Photo combination position).
The user image attached to the electronic mail is then registered at the combination
position in the identified user DB (step S43). _

When the registration of the secohd user image sent by the user has been
completed, the mail server 12 sends (returns) an electronic mail for the next instructions,
to the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 of the user that sent the aforementioned
electronic mail (step S44).

"~ In this case, similarly to the first reply mail described above, the mail server 12 -
refers to the reply mail DB stored in the DB server 14, and creates a reply mail in
accordance with the order of the electronic mail sent by the user, and the destination mail
addresé of the electronic mail sent by the user (in other words, the combination position).

The user receives the seg:ond reply mail sent by the mail server 12 on his or her
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own camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 (step S45).

Fig. 16A shows a monitor display example of the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 in a case where the reply mail sent by the mail server 12 has been
opened. As shown in Fig. 16A, a prescribed message and the URL of the web page for
sending images are described in the body text of this reply mail. The user takes the next
image (third image) in accordance with the contents stated in this reply mail (step 546).
The user then accesses the web page given in the reply mail (step S47), and sends the
third image by means of the same procedure as the first and second images (step 548).

More specifically, firstly, the user clicks on the web page of the URL given in
the text of the reply mail, thereby accessing the web page for sending images. Fig. 16B
shows a monitor display example of the web page. As shown in Fig. 16B, this web page
shows a greeting text and advice information, and the like, as well as buttons for sending
an image. Similarly to the case of sending the first and second images, buttons for
sending images are prepared for respective combination positions, and “#Check/
Change photo” buttons are displayed for combination positions coneéponding to images
that have already been sent. Furthermore, “Send photo” buttons are displayed for the
combination positions for which images have not yet been sent. In the case of the
present embodiment, since the first image has been sent as an image for the Photo No. 1
combination position, and the second image has been sent as an image for the Photo No.
2 combination position, then “# Check / Change photo” buttons are displayed
respectively for the Photo No. 1 combination position and the Photo No. 2 combination
position.

'The WWW server 10 identifies the user on the basis of the access information
sent by the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, and generates a web page on the
basis of the user DB for that user.

Furthermore; as stated previously, if the user clicks on the “# Check / Change
photo” button displayed on the web page for sending images, then the user’s
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses the linked photograph checking and
changing web page, in such a manner that the user can check and change the sent image
at the combination position in question.

When sending a third image corresponding to a combination position for which

no image has yet been sent, the user accesses the web page for sending images (step S47),
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and then clicks on the button of the desired combination position, from the remaining two
buttons for sending images displayed on the web page.

When this button is clicked, the mail software in the camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2 is started up and an electronic mail having a designated destination mail
address is displayed on the monitor. The user attaches a photographed image to the
electronic mail displayed on the monitor, and sends the electronic mail without changing
the destination address (step S48). Here, it is assumed that the user has selected the
Photo No. 3 combination position. In this case, as shown in Fig. 11, the mail address
“template]_compo3 @event1.***¥.co.jp” is set as the destination address.

The mail server 12 receives the electronic mail having the prescribed destination
address sent by the user (step S49). The DB server 14 identifies the user DB on the
basis of the sender’s mail address of the electronic mail received by the mail server 12,
and also identifies the combination position on the basis of the destination mail address
(in this case, the No. 3 Photo combination position). The user image attached to the
electronic mail is then registered at the combination position in the identified user DB
(step S50).

When the registration of the third user image sent by the user has been
completed, the mail server 12 sends (returns) an electronic mail for the next instructions,
to the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 of the user that sent the aforementioned
electronic mail (step SS‘l). A

In this case, similarly to the first and second reply mails described above, the
mail server 12 refers to the reply mail DB stored in the DB server 14, and creates a reply
mail in accordance with the order of the electronic mail sent by the user and the A
destination mail address of the electronic mail sent by the user (in other words, the
combination position).

The user receives the third reply mail sent by the mail server 12 on his or her
own camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 (step 352).

Fig. 17A shows a monitor display -example of the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 in a case where the reply mail sent by the mail server 12 has been
opened. As shown in Fig. 17A, the body text of this reply mail states a prescribed
message and the URL of the web page for sending images. The user takes the next

image (fourth image) in accordance with the contents stated in this reply mail (step S53).
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The user accesses the web page given in the reply mail (step S54), and sends the fourt:h.
image by means of the same procedure as the first to third images (step S55).

More specifically, firstly, the user clicks on the web page of the URL given in
the text of the reply mail, thereby accessing the web page for sending images. Fig. 17B
shows a monitor display example of the web pagé. As shown in Fig. 17B, this web page
shows a greeting text and advice ihformation, and the like, as well as a button for sending
an image. Similarly to the case of sending the first to third images, the button for
sending the image is prepared for the combination position, and “#Check / Change
photo” buttons are displayed for combination positions corresponding to images that have
already been sent. A “Send photo” button is displayed for the combination position for
which an image has not yet been sent. In the case of the present embodiment, images
have already been sent for the combination positions for Photo Nos. 1 to 3, and therefore
“#Check / Change photo” buttons are displayed fespectively for the Photo Nos. 1to 3
combination positions.

The WWW server 10 identifies the user on the basis of the access information on

the destination of the email sent by the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, and

~ generates a web page on the basis of the user DB for that user.

Furthermore, as stated previously, if the user clicks on the “# Check / Change
photo” button displayed on the web page for sending images, then the user’s
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses the linked photograph checking and
changiﬂg web page, in such a manner that the user can check and change the sent image
corresponding to the combination position in question. | '

_ When sending a fourth image for the combination position for which no image
has yet been sent, in other words, the photographer’s face combinétion positioh, the user
accesses the web page for sending images (step $54), and then clicks on the one
remaining button for sending images displayed on the web page, in other words, the
button for the photbgrapher’s féce combination position. ,

When this button is clicked; the mail software of the camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2 is started up and an electronic mail having a designated destination mail
address is displayed on the monitor. The user attaches a photo graphed image to the
electronic mail displayed on the monitor, and sends it without changing the destination

address (step S55). In this case, as shown in Fig. 11, since the photographer’s face is
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selected as the combination position, the mail address
“template]_compo4 @ event1.***.co.jp” is set as the destination address.

The mail server 12 receives the electronic mail having the prescribed destination
address sent by the user (step S56). The DB server 14 identifies the user DB on the
basis of the sender’s mail address of the electronic mail received by the mail server 12,
and also identifies the combination position (in this case, the photographer’s face) on the
basis of the destination mail address. The user image attached to the electronic mail is
then registered at the combination position in the identified user DB (step S57).

By means of the sequence of steps described above, all of the user imagés
required to create a composite photograph are assembled and thé image transmission
operations required of the user are completed.

When the registration of the fourth user image sent by the user has been
completed, the mail server 12 sends (returns) an electronic mail indicating the completion
of preparations for creating a composite photograph, to the camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2 of the user which sent the aforementioned electronic mail (step S58). |

In this case, similarly to the first to third reply mails described above, the mail
server 12 refers to the reply mail DB stored in the DB server 14, and creates a reply mail
in accordance with the order.of the electronic mail sent by the user, and the destination
mail address of the electronic mail sent by the user (in other words, the combination
position). ‘ .

The user receives the fourth reply mail sent by the mail server 12 on his or her
own camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 (step S59).

Fig. 18A shows a monitor display example of the user’s camera-equipped
mobile telephone 2 in a case where the reply Iﬁajl sent By the mail server 12 has been
opened. As shbwn in Fig. 18A, in the body text of the reply Ihajl, a message reporting
that all of the images required to create a composite photbgraph have been assembled,
together with the URL of a web page for requesting creation of the composite photograph
(photographic print), are described.

The user reads this reply mail, and if the user is to request creation of a
composite photograph (photographic print), then he or she accesses the web page stated
in the reply mail (step S60). The URL given in the reply mail is set independently for

each respective user, in such a manner that the user who access the URL can be
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identified. ‘

Fig. 18B shows a monitor display example of the web page. ~As shown in Fig.
18B, a message for confirming the creation of the composite photograph (photographic
print) is displayed on this web page, together with a “# OK” button for providing
instructions on creation of the composite photogréph, and a “# Check photos” button for
checking the images (photographs).

If the user clicks on the “# Check photos” button, then the user’s
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 accesses a linked photo graph checking web page, in
such a manner that the user can check and change the images corresponding to the
respective combination positions, which have already been sent.

On the other hand, if the user clicks on the “# OK” button, then creation
instruction information is sent from the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 to the
WWW server 10 (step S61).

When the WWW server 10 receives a creation instruction, the image processing
server 16 carries out processing for creating a composite photograph for the
corresponding user (step S62).

When the user clicks the “4OK” button, the user’s camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2 accesses the linked web page. Fig. 18C shows a monitor display example
of the web page. As shown in Fig. 18C, a message reporting completion of the
composite photograph, and guidance information on how to view the created composite
photogfaph, and the 1iké, are displayed on the monitor.

By means of the sequence of steps described above, the processing up to the
composite photograph creation request is completed.  Although the foregoing example
related to a case where the user has selected the “Snap Robots!” .'option, a similar
procedure is carried out if any one of the other options is selected. However, in the
“Totally hilarious! Have a good laugh!” option, a “photographer’s face” combination
position is not prepared, and thus the user photographs images for the Photo Nos. 1to 3
combination positions, and sends in these three images. -

Next, the procedure for creating a composite photograph on the basis of images
sent by the user will be described in accordance with the flowchart shown in Fig. 19.

Fig. 19 is a flowchart showing the procedure of composite photograph creation

processing. When the WWW server 10 receives a composite photograph creation
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instruction, firstly, the image processing server 16 identifies the user DB of the
corresponding user (step S70). A template image for the option selected by the user 1s
then read out from the DB server 14, on the basis of the user DB (step S71). In the
present case, since the “Snap Robots!” option is selected, the template image for “Snap
Robots!” is read out (see Fig. 8). ‘

Next, the image processing server 16 reads out the user images registered at the
respective combination positions in the user DB (step S72).  The user images for the
respective combination positions thus read out are then attached to the corresponding
combination positions on the template image, and the images are thereby combined (step
S73). More specifically, the user image registered for the Photo No. 1 combination
position is combined by being attached to the Photo No. 1 combination position. The
user image registered for the Photo No. 2 combination position is combined by being
attached to the Photo No. 2 combination position. The user image registered for the
Photo No. 3 combination position is combined by being attached to the Photo No. 3
combination position. The user image registered for the photographer’s face
combination position is combined by being attached to the cameraman’s face
combination position.

The image processing server 16 then reads out tag information for the user
images registered for the respective combination positions, Photo Nos. 1 to 3, in the user
DB, and acquires information indicating the photo shoot time of each user image (step
S74). Thereupon, a photo shoot time image is created from the photo shoot time
information for each of the user images thus acquired, and the photo shoot time images
are combined by attaching them to the corresponding combmatlon positions (step S75).
More spec1ﬁca11y, a photo shoot time image for the user image registered for Photo No. 1
is combined at a photo shoot time combination position set in the vicinity of the Photo No.
1 combination position. A photo shoot time image for the user image registered for

Photo No. 2 is combined at a photo shoot time combination position set in the vicinity of

" the Photo No. 2 combination position. A photo shoot time image for the user image

registered for Photo No. 3 is combined at a photo shoot time combination position set in
the vicinity of the Photo No. 3 combination position.
The photo shoot time images are generated automatically by the image

processing server 16 on the basis of the acquired photo shoot time information, using a
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prescribed font. .

Thereupon, the image processing server 16 reads out tag information for the user
images registered for the respective combination positions, Photo Nos. 1 to 3, in the user
DB, and acquires information indicating the photo shoot date of each user image (step
S76). ’

Information indicating the date of use of the service may be registered in the user
DB and the photo shoot date information may be acquired on the basis of this information.
Furthermore, if the composite photograph is created on the same day, then it is possible
that the information about the shooting day is acquired and the photo shoot date
information is obtained on the basis of the information about the shooting day.

The image processing server 16 generates a photo shoot date image from the
acquired photo shoot date information, and pastes that photo shoot date image at the
corresponding combination position, thereby creating a composite image (step S77).

The image processing server 16 automatically generates a the photo shoot date
image in a prescribed font, in accordance with the acquired photo shoot date and hour
information.

By means of the aforementioned sequence of steps, a composite photograph is
created. The DB server 14 registers the composite photograph created by the image
processing server 16 in the user DB of the corresponding user (step S78).

Fig. 20 shows one example of a cdmposite photograph created when the “Snap
Robots™ option has been selected.  As shown in Fig. 20, an‘ image sent as Photo No. 1is
combined at the Photo No. 1 combination position. | An image sent as Photo No. 2 is
combined at the Photo No. :2 combihation position. ~An image sent as Photo No. 3is
combined at the Photo No. 3 combination position. ~An image sent as the face of the
photographer is combined at the photographer’s face combination position. Information
images indicating the photo shoot times of the images combined at the Photo Nos. 1 to 3
combination positions are combined at photo shoot time combination positions provided
respectively in the vicinity of the Photo Nos. 1to 3 combination-positions. An
information image indicating the photo shoot date is combined at a photo shoot date
combination position provided in the vicinity of the photographer’s face combination
position.

Composite photographs for other options are also created by means of the
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'”

similar procedure. However, in the case of the “Totally hilarious! Have a good laugh!
option, as shown in Fig. 10, a content combination position is prepared on the template
image. Therefore, in this case, the image processing server 16 reads out a

correspondmg content image from the content DB of the DB server 14 pastes the read

out image over the content combination position, thereby creating the composite image.

Images relating to weather, news, advertising, characters, or the like, for
example, are registered previously as contents in the content DB.  Furthermore, itis also
possible to select any image at random from the contents registered in the content DB and
to combine the selected image with the template image. Moreover, it is also possible to
determine the content image to be used in accordance with the gender and age group
recorded in the user DB.

The user is able to view the composite photograph created in the manner
described above, on an image display terminal 4 located in the exhibition hall. Here, it
is assumed that the image display terminal 4 is situated in the service center.

Fig. 21 is a flowchart showing the procedure of the display processing of the
composite photograph image, which is performed by the image display terminal 4.

Firstly, the user goes to the service center in the hall where the image display .
terminal 4 is situated, and enters his or her entrance ticket ID via the keyboard of the
image display terminal 4 (step S80).

The image display terminal 4 accesses the user DB of the DB server 4, and
searches for a cémposite photograph image having the input entrance ticket ID (step S81).
The composite photograph image thus searched is read out (step S82), and the read out
composite photograph image is displayed on the monitor (step S83).

Fig. 22 shows one example of a monitor display of a composite photograph
image. The user views the composite photograph image displayed on the monitor. As
shown in Fig.A 22, a “PRINT ORDER” button and an “End” button are provided on the
monitor display screen. | The user can piace a print order for the composite photograph
image displayed on the mdnitor by clicking on the “PRINT ORDER” button.- |
Furthermore, by clicking on the “End” button, the user can close the image display.

The image display terminal 4 determines whether a print has been ordered or not
(step S84). If the image display terminal 4 determines that a print has been ordered,

then the image display terminal 4 sends a print instruction to the print server 18 (step
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S$85). The print server 18 reads out the corresponding composite photograph image
from the user DB in the DB server 14, in response to this print instruction, and causes the
composite photograph image thus read out to be printed onto printing paper by the printer
20. The user receives the photographic print formed on the printing paper by the printer
20. '

Furthermore, the image display terminal 4 determines whether an end instruction
has been issued or not, by detecting whether the “End” button displayed on the monitor
screen has been clicked (step S85). If the image display terminal 4 determines that there
has been an end instruction, then the image display terminal 4 ends the display of the
composite photograph image (step S86).

As described above, according to the composite photograph creation system of
the present embodiment, a user is able to create a composite photograph according to a
prescribed theme, in a straightforward fashion, by performing actions in accordance with
the contents stated in electronic mails sent to the camera-equipped mobile telephone 2
owned by the user. .

User images sent from a user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 by being
attached to electronic mails are transmitted respectively to destinations (mail addresses).
specified according to the combination positions. Therefore, it is possible to combine
the user images on a template image, at positions desired by the user.

Furthermore, if the user sends an électronic mail to which an image is attached,
then a corresponding reply mail is sent back to the user’s camera-equipped mobile
telephone 2. Therefore, the user can proceed with their tasks while exchanging mails,
and hence the user is able to carry out composite photograph creation tasks in an
enjoyable fashion.

Furthermore, in the present embodiment, if a combination position
corresponding to the image transmission destination is selected on the web page, then an
electronic mail having a destination address corresponding to this combination position is
activated automatically. Therefore, the user is able to readily send an electronic mail to
which an image is attached, to a prescribed destination address, without inputting a
complicated destination address.

When the user sends an image, it is also possible to send an electronic mail to

which an image has been attached, by means of the user manually entering the
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destination address corresponding to the prescribed combination position.

The user may also send a user image by sending back an electronic mail
transmitted to the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2 from the mail server 12.

In this case, an electronic mail is sent from the mail server 12 to the user’s
camera-equipped mobile telephone 2, in a state where the sender’s mail address is set to a
mail address designated for each respective combination position. The user sends back
an attached user image for each of the electronic mails for the respective combination
positions sent from the mail server 12. Thereby, thé user can send a user image for each
of the combination positions.

. In this case, the body text of the electronic mail corresponding to each
combination position sent by the mail server 12 states the combination position at which
the image is to be pasted, and states that a user image is to be sent by responding that
electronic mail.

It is also possible to send all of the electronic mails corresponding to the
combination positions at a time. It is also possible to send the electronic mails
corresponding to respective combination positions, one by one, each time one image is
sent. If the electronic mails corresponding to the respective combination positions are
sent one by one, each time one image is sent, then it is possible to carry out the image
transmission process by exchanging mails back and forth, and hence the entertainment
characteristics of the service can be improved.

In the present embodiment, a camera-equipped mobile telephone is used to
capture user images, to view web pages, and to send and receive electronic mails.
However, the user image photographing device, the web page viewing device, and the
electronic mail sending and receiving device are not limited to these. For example, the
user may photograph a user image by means of a digital camera, and import the user
image into a laptop personal computer, a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), or the like, in

such a manner that a web page can be viewed and electronic mails can be sent and

~ received using these devices.

Moreover, in the present embodiment, the created composite photograph image
is presented to the user by being printed on printing paper, but it may also be presented to
the user in the form of digital data. For example, it is also possible to present a

composite photograph image to the user, by storing image data for the created composite
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photograph on a CD-ROM or the like, by attaching the data to an electronic mail, or by
downloading the data from a prescribed web page.

Furthermore, in the present embodiment, an image can be viewed on an image
display terminal 4 situated in a hall, but the method of viewing an image is not limited to
this. For example, it is also possible to publish the image on a prescribed web page, in
such a manner that the user can view the image by accessing the web page. In this case,
desirably, it is possible to allow only a prescribed user to view the image. For example,
it is possible to restrict viewing by a third party by sqtting the entrance ticket ID as a
password. ‘

Moreover, in the present embodiment, the user images sent by the user are
combined at the combination positions corresponding to the prescribed destination
addresses in such a manner that the user images are kept in the original images.
However, the present invention is not limited to this. For example, it is also possible to
determine the head and tail (top and bottom) of the image in the image processing server,
and if it is determined that the top and bottom should be inverted, then a message
concerning this fact is sent to the user by electronic mail, thereby prompting the user to
change the image. Similarly, it is also possible to determine the rotation of the user
image sent by the user, and if it is determined that the image should be rotated, then a
message concerning this fact is sent to the user by electronic mail, thereby prompting the
user to change the image.

The top-and-bottom inverting or rotation of the user image may be corrected
automatically. For example, if the candidate subjects are to be limited, then a subject
DB (database for subjects) is previously prépared. In this case, the top-and-bottom
inverting or rotation of the imége is determined by referring to this subject DB, in such a
manner that the orientation or rotation can be corrected automatically. ~ Alternatively, a
common marker that allows the top-and-bottom inverting to be determined can be
provided on the subject, and the top-and-bottom inverting or rotation of the image can be
corrected by recognizing this marker.

Furthermore, in the case of an image of a human face, the face region in the
image may be recognized automatically, and the face image may be trimmed
automatically in order that the face image is adjusted to a prescribed size.

Moreover, desirably, the state of focus of the image sent by the user is
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determined, and if the image is not properly focused, then a message concerning this fact
is reported to the user by electronic mail, thereby prompting the user to change the image.
Furthermore, if the image is not focused, then desirably, the state of focus of the image
can be corrected automatically. The state of focus is determined, for example, by
determining the frequency components of image éignals representing the image sent by
the user, and determining that an image is not properly focused if the high frequency
component is less than a prescribed value.

Moreover, in the embodiment described above, a WWW service is performed by
the WWW server 10, an electronic mail transmission and reception service is peﬁomed
by the mail server 12, DB storage and management are performed by the DB server 14,
image combination processing is performed by the image processing server 16, and
image print processing is performed by the print server 18. These processes may also be
carried out by a single server computer. Furthermore, these processes may be carried
out in one apparatus.

. Moreover, there is no particular restriction on the installation location of the
system server. For example, it is possible to situate the server in the facility where the
system is operated, or in a remote location. Furthermore, it is also possible to situate the
plurality of servers that form the system server, respectively, in different locations.

Moreover,‘in‘the embodiment described above, the contents of the reply mail
sent in response to an electronic mail sent by the user change in accordance with the
order of the mail sent by the user and the destination mail address (combination position)
of the mail sent by the user, on the basis of a reply mail DB. However, the rules for
creating the reply mail are not limited to this.

o For example, it is also possible to change the contents of the reply mail in

accordance with the transmission time or reception time of the electronic mail sent by the

user.

Fig. 23 shows one example of a reply mail DB where the contents of the reply
mail are changed in accordance with the transmission time of the electronic mail. - As
shown in Fig. 23, the reply mail DB comprises five items, A, T (T1, T2, and T3), B, 4C,
and D. The contents of each item are registered in accordance with the order of the
electronic mail sent by the user, the transmission time, and the combination position

(destination mail address).
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Here, as shown in Fig. 24, contents to be stated in the subject line of the reply
mail are registered in association with item A. Contents to be stated in the body text of
the mail are registered in association with items B, T, C, and D. Item T is split further
into three items, T1, T2, T3, which are set in accordance with the transmission time of the
electronic mail. More specifically, contents cofresponding to an electronic mail sent
between 6:00 and 10:00 are registered in association with item T1. Contents
corresponding to an electronic mail sent between 10:01 and 17:00 are registered in
association with item T2. Contents corresponding to an electronic mail sent between
17:01 and 22:00 registered in association with item T3. A

According to this reply mail DB, for example, if the user has selected Photo No.
1 as the combination position and sent the first image (first electronic mail) at 11 a.m.,
then an electronic mail is created in which the content “First picture received!” is stated
in the item A column (Subject), the content “Hello!” is stated in the item T column (first
sentence of body text), the content “Robozo here! I got a picture from you. It’s great!” is
stated in the item B column (second sentence of body text), the content “What a cool
robot!” is stated in the item C column (third sentence of body text), and the content
“There are still three to go — We’ve only just started! You can also get to the “Send
photo” page via this link. http://*#*#* ”_is stated in the item D column (fourth sentence
of the body text).

Furthermbre, in general, prescribed photo shoot information, such as the photo
shoot date and time, the exposure conditions during photographing (shutter speed,

aperture setting, sensitivity), GPS information, model name, and the like, may be

~ appended in a tag format to an image sent by attachment to an electronic mail, as in an .

" Exif format image file. " Therefore, if an image file of this type is handled, it is possible

to change the contents stated in the reply mail in accordance with the photo shoot
information appended to the image file. For example, it is possible to change the
contents of the reply mail in accordance with the photo shoot date and time of the image
that has been sent. - Furthermore, for example; it is possible to-change the contents of the -
reply mail in accordance with the GPS information of the sent image. In this case, a
reply mail DB corresponding to the particular photo shoot information, such as the photo
shoot date/time, GPS information, and the like, is prepared.

The contents of a reply mail sent back to the user in this manner may be
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changeable on the basis of some information relating to the electronic mail sent by the
user.

Tf information relating to the user’s gender, age group, and the like, can be
acquired, as in the present embodiment, then desirably, the method of representing the
text and the subject line of the reply mail is made to be changeable in accordance with the
user’s gender, the user’s age group, and/or the like.

Furthermore, desirably, the mail addresses for the combination pdsitions are mail
addresses that are combined with template information. ~For example, if a unique
template ID is assigned to each of the template images (for instance, the template ID for
“Snap Robots!” is “template1”, the template ID for “My top three favorites” is
“template2”, and the template ID for “Totally hilarious!! Have a good laugh!!” is
“template3”), then a mail address includihg this template ID can be set for each of the
combination positions.

Furthermore, the transmission state of the images for each of the users may be
checked regularly. If there is a combination position for which an image has not yet
been sent, then an electronic mail indicating that an image should be sent for that
combination position may be sent to the user’s camera-equipped mobile telephone 2.

Although user images are sent by being attached to electronic mails in the
present embodiment, the device for sending user images is not limited to this. For
exarﬁple, it is also possible to send user images to a pfescribed transmission destination,
thorough the use of FTP (File Transfer Protocol), HI'TP (HyperText Transfer Protocoi),
and the like. If a user image is sent using FTP, for instance, then a transmission
destination (URL) which is unique to the user can be set for each of the combination
positions in each template image. Tﬁe user sends user images 'through FTP to the
transmission destinations specified respectively for the combination positions. The
system server determines the combination position corresponding to the user image thus
received, by referring to the transmission destination (URL) of the received user image.

' Although a mail address (the transmission destination of the user image) is-
established for each combination position of the plurality of template images in the
present embodiment, the mail address (the transmission destination of the user image)
may be established for each template image. In this case, if a plurality of combination

positions are set for each template image, then desirably, a composite photograph is
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created by pasting user images sent by a user at respective combination positions, in
accordance with previously established rules (combination rules).

For example, it is also possible to paste user images at presctibed combination
positions in the order in which they are received. In this case, in the example of the
template image shown in Fig. 8, the first received user image is combined at the “Photo
No. 1” combination position, the second received user image is combined at the “Photo
No. 2 combination position, and the third received user image is combined at the “Photo
No. 3” combination position. _

Furthermore, for example, it is possible to paste user images at prescribed
combination positions in the order in which they are taken (in order of the photo shoot
times). According to this, in the example of the template image shown in Fig. 8, the
user image taken firstly is combined at the “Photo No. 1” combination position, the user
image taken secondly is combined at the “Photo No. 2” combination position, and the
image taken thirdly is combined at the “Photo No. 37 combination position.

Although the aforementioned embodiment describes an example where the
composite photograph creation system according to the present invention is implemented
in an exhibition hall, the present invention is not limited to this. For example, the
composite photograph creation system and composite photograph creation apparatus

according to the present invention may also be used in an amusement park, a oo, an

* aquarium, theme park, tourist attraction, or the like.

Tt should be understood, however, that there is no intention to limit the invention
to the specific forms disclosed, but on the contrary, the invention is to cover all
modifications, alternate constructions and equivalents fallirig within the spirit and scope

of the invention as expressed in the pasted claims.

Industrial Applicability
As described above, according to the composite photograph creation system and
composite photogtaph creation device on the basis of the present invention, it is possible

to create a composite photograph in a simple fashion.
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CLAIMS

1. A composite photograph creation system which creates a cdmposite photograph
by pasting a user image at a previously determined user image combination position on a
template image, the system comprising:

a user terminal which sends the user image to one of transmission destinations
independently assigned to a plurality of template images;

a reception device which receives the user image sent to the one of transmission
destinations; and o

a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph
by pasting the user image received by the reception device, at the user image combination
position on one of the template images, in accordance with the transmission destination

of the user image.

2. The composite photograph creation system as defined'in claim 1, wherein:

each of the template images has la plurality of user image combination positions;

a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image combination positions;
and |

the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image received by the reception device, at one of the usér image

combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

3. - A composite photograph creation system which creates a composite photograph
by pasting a user image at a previously determined user image combination position on a
template image, the system comprising:

a user termmal which sends the user image to one of transmission destinations

asmgned to user image combination positions on the template image;

a receptlon device which receives the user image sent to the one of the -
transmission destinations; and

a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph
by pasting the user image received by the reception device, at one of the user image

combination positions on the template image, in accordance with the transmission
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destination of the user image.

4. A composite photograph creation system which creates a cdmposite photograph
by pasting a user image at a previously determined user image combination position on a
template ifnage,'the system comprising:

a user terminal which sends an electronic mail to which a user image is attached,
to a prescribed mail address; 7

a reception device which receives the electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail
address; and ‘ ‘

a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph
by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device,

at the user image combination position on the template image.

5. The composite photograph creation system as defined in claim 4, wherein:

the template image has a plurality of user image combination positions;

a destination mail address is assigned to each of the user image combination
positions; and ’ A

the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at
one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with a destination mail

address of the received electronic mail.

6. - - The composite photograph creation system as defined in claim 4, wherein:

thel template image has a plurality of user image combination positions;

a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image combination positions;
and ‘

the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by

one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

7. The composite photograph creation system as defined in claim 4, further

comprising a reply device which sends back an electronic mail stating a prescribed
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message in a mail text, to a source mail address of the electronic mail sent to the
prescribed mail address, when the electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail address is

received by the reception device.

8.  The composite photograph creation system as defined in claim 4, further
comprising:

a content image creation device which creates a content image to be pasted to a
content image combination position set on the template image, iﬁ accordance with
contents of the electronic mail received by the reception device,

wherein the composite photograph creation device creates the composite
photograph by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the
reception device, at the user image combination position, and also pasting the content
image created by the content image creation device, at the content image combination

position.

9. The composite photograph creation system as defined in claim 1, further
comprising a print device which prints the composite photograph created by the

composite photograph creation device, on printing paper.

10. The composite photograph creation system as defined in claim 3, further |

comprising a print device which prints the composite photograph created by the

composite phbtograph creation device, on printing paper.

11. ‘The composite photograph creatiorﬁl‘system as defined in claim 4, further
comprising a print device which prints the composite photograph created by the

composite photograph creation device, on printing paper.

12. A cor\npoﬁsité'ph(-)t»(-)graph creation éppafétus which creates a composite
photograph by pasting a user image at a previously determined user image combination
position on a template image, the apparatus comprising:

a reception device which receives the user image sent to one of transmission

destinations independently assigned to a plurality of template images; and
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a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph
by pasting the user image received by the reception device, at the user image combination
position on one of the template images, in accordance with the transmission destination

of the user image.

13. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 12, wherein:
each of the template images has a plurality of user image combination positions;
a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image combination positions;
and
the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image received by the reception device, at one of the user image

combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

14. A composite photograph creation apparatus which creates a composite
photograph by pasting a user image at a previously determined user image combination
position on a template image, the apf;aratus comprising:

a reception device which receives the user image sent to one of transmission -
destinations assigned to the user image combination positions on the template image; and

a composite-photograph creation device which creates the coniposite photograph -
by pasting the usér image received by the reception device, at one of the user image
combination positions on the template image,‘ in accordance with the transmission

destination of the user image.

15. A composite photograph creation apparatus which creates a composite
photograph by pasting a user image at a previously determined user image combination
position on a template image, the apparatus comprising:

a reception device which receives an electronic mail sent to a prescribed mail
address; aind

a composite photograph creation device which creates the composite photograph ‘
by pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device,

at the user image combination position on the template image.
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16. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein:
the template image has a plurality of user image combination positions;
a mail address is assigned to each of the user image combination positions; and
the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at
one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with a mail address of the

received electronic mail.

17. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein:

the template image has a plurality of user image combination positions;

a combination rule is assigned to each of the user image combination positions;
and

the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at

one of the user image combination positions, in accordance with the combination rule.

- 18. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 15, further

comprising a reply device which sends back an electronic mail stating a prescribed
message in a mail text, to a source mail address of the electronic mail sent to the
prescribed mail address, when the electronic mail sent to the prescribed mail address is

received by the reception device.

-19. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 15, wh‘ereih:'

a content image combination position is set on the template image;

the composite photograph creation apparatus further comprises a content image
creation device which creates a content image to be pasted at the content image
combination position, in accordance with contents of the electronic mail received by the
receptién deifice;_and

the composite photograph creation device creates the composite photograph by
pasting the user image attached to the electronic mail received by the reception device, at
the user image combination position, and pasting the content image created by the

content image creation device, at the content image combination position.
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20. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 12, further
comprising a print device which prints the composite photograph created by the

composite photograph creation device, on printing paper.

21. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 14, further
comprising a print device which prints the composite photograph created by the

composite photograph creation device, on printing paper.

22. The composite photograph creation apparatus as defined in claim 15, further
comprising a print device which prints the composite photograph created by the

composite photograph creation device, on printing paper.
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FIG.6
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FIG.13
COMBINATION POSITION
PHOTO NO. 1 1 PHOTO NO. 2 |PHOTO NO. 3 | PHOTO NO. 4
iST A FIRST PICTURE RECE!IVED!
MAIL LB ROBOZO HERE. | GOT A PICTURE FROM YOU! IT'S GREAT!
C| WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
cooL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOK ING
A FANTASTIC PRINT.; PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D THERE ARE STILL 3 TO GO! WE' VE ONLY JUST STARTED!
YOU CAN ALSO GET TO THE “SEND PHOTO* PAGE VIA THIS LINK!
http://fsmem/darue/seou
seu/Theour/io. ne. jp
oD A SECOND PiCTURE REGEIVED!
MAIL LB ROBOZO HERE. THAT'S A GREAT PHOTO TOO!
C| WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
COOL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOK ING
A FANTASTIC PRINT.| PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D STILL 2 TO GO! I'M WAITING!
YOU CAN ALSO GET TO THE “SEND PHOTO" PAGE VIA THIS LINK!
http://fsmcm/darue/seou
SEQUENCE seu/fheour/io. ne. jp
OF EMAILS 3RD A THIRD PICTURE RECEIVED!
MAIL LB ROBOZO HERE. ! GOT YOUR PHOTO! ANOTHER GOOD ONE!
C| WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
GOOL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOKING
A FANTASTIC PRINT.| PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D JUST ONE TO GO! WE'VE NEARLY FINSHED! |
YOU CAN ALSO GET TO THE “SEND PHOTO" PAGE VIA THIS LINK!
http://fsmcm/darue/seou
seu/fTheour/io. ne. jp
ATH A FOURTH PICGTURE RECEIVED!
MAIL LB ROBOZO HERE. | GOT THE LAST PHOTO! RECEIVED SAFELY!
C| WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT' S-A YOU ARE JUST
CooL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOK ING
A FANTASTIC PRINT.| PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D THAT'S ALL THE PHOTOS WE NEED.
|"LL GET ROBOTA TO MAKE A PRINT
http://fsmcm/darue/seou
seu/fheour/io. ne. jp
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FIG.19
(. sImT )
Y
SPECIFY USER DB S70
Y
READ OUT TEMPLATE IMAGE S71
Y
READ OUT USER IMAGE S72
\
COMBINE USER IMAGES AT CORRESPONDING | _S73
USER_IMAGE COMBINATION POSITIONS
Y
ACQUIRE PHOTO SHOOT TIME INFORMATION | _S74
FOR EACH OF THE USER IMAGES
Y

COMBINE THE CORRESPONDING PHOTO SHOOT TIME L _S75
IMAGES AT THE PHOTO SHOOT TIME COMBINATION POSITIONS
Y
ACQUIRE PHOTO SHOOT DATE INFORMATION -_S76

FOR EACH USER INFORMATION .
Y
COMBINE THE PHOTO SHOOT DATE IMAGES AT THE _S77
PHOTO SHOOT DATE COMBINATION POSITIONS
Y
REGISTER IN USER DB -~ S78

(EI‘\;D )
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FIG.21

(' SIRT )
Y

INPUT ENTRANCE TICKET ID ~S80

FIND COMPOSITE PHOTOGRAPH |MAGE _S81
CORRESPONDING _TO THE INPUT
ENTRANGE TICKET 1D

Y

READ OUT COMPOSITE PHOTOGRAPH IMAGE H-S82

DISPLAY COMPOSITE PHOTOGRAPH
IMAGE ON MON!ITOR ~-S83

S84

HAS A PRINT ORDER
BEEN PLAGED?

Yy
SEND PRINT INSTRUCTION - S85
i S86

HAS THERE BEEN AN
END INSTRUCTION?

END DISPLAY - S87

)
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FIG.23 23 / 24
COMBINATION POSITION
PHOTO NO.1 | PHOTO NO. 2 [PHOTO NO. 3 PHOTO NO. 4
1sT A FIRST PICTURE RECEIVED!
MAIL T GOOD MORNING!
T2 HELLO!
T3 GOOD EVENING!
B ROB0ZO HERE. | GOT A PICTURE FROM YOU! IT'S GREAT!
C WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
COOL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE | CHARMING GOOD-LOOK ING
A FANTASTIC PRINT.| PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D THERE ARE STILL 3 TO GO! WE'VE ONLY JUST STARTED!
YOU CAN ALSO GET TO THE “SEND PHOTQ” PAGE VIA THIS LINK!
http://fsmem/darue/seou
seu/Theour/io. ne. jp
OND A SECOND PICTURE RECEIVED!
MAIL TIT1 GOOD MORNING!
12 HELLO!
T3 GOOD EVENING!
B ROB0OZO HERE. THAT'S A GREAT PHOTO TOO!
C WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
COOL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOK NG
A FANTASTIC PRINT.| PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D STILL 2 TO GO! I'M WAITING!
YOU CAN ALSO GET TO THE “SEND PHOTO" PAGE VIA THIS LINK!
http://fsmcm/darue/seou
SEQUENGE seu/fheour/io.ne. jp
OF EMAILS IR0 A THIRD PICTURE RECEIVED!
MAIL TIT1 GOOD MORNING!
12 HELLO!
T3 GOOD EVENING!
B ROB0ZO HERE. | GOT YOUR PHOTO! ANOTHER GOOD ONE!
C WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
cooL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOKING
: A FANTASTIC PRINT.| PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D JUST ONE TO GO! WE'VE NEARLY FINSHED!
YOU CAN ALSO GET TO THE “SEND PHOTO" PAGE VIA THIS LINK!
http://fsmem/darue/seou
seu/Theour/io. ne. jp
ATH A FOURTH PICTURE RECEIVED!
AL T GOOD MORNING!
[2 HELLQ!
13 GOOD EVENING!
B ROB0OZO HERE. | GOT THE LAST PHOTO! RECEIVED SAFELY!
C WHAT A YOU ARE VERY THAT'S A YOU ARE JUST
CooL GOOD AT THIS! REALLY AS
ROBOT! THIS WILL MAKE CHARMING GOOD-LOOKING
| A FANTASTIC PRINT.{ PICTURE! |AS THE ROBOTS!
D THAT'S ALL THE PHOTOS WE NEED!
I"LL GET ROBOTA TO MAKE A PRINT
http://fsmocm/darue/seou
seu/Theour/io. ne. jp
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