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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Freperick (GEORGE
Hgearp, of Ilford, England, a subject of the
King of Great Britain and Ireland, have in-

5 vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Folding Legs for Articles of Furniture,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to foldable articles
of furniture, and more particularly to fold-
ing tables, the object of the invention being
to provide means whereby the table may be
carried in the same manner as a tray and
which can readily be folded and unfolded
without the operator removing his hands
from the carrying means.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention consists in the novel
features of construction and combination of
parts which will be more fully described
hereinafter and particularly pointed out in
the claim.

In the drawings accompanying and form-
ing part of this specification:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a foldable
table in unfolded position, embodying the
present invention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the table
shown in Fig. 1, in folded position;

Fig. 8 is a plan view of said table;

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a foldable
table illustrating a modified form of brac-
ing link; and

Tig. 5 1s a fragmentary sectional side view
of a table similar to that shown in Fig. 4,
illustrating the leg approximately half way
between its folded and unfolded positions.

The same characters of reference desig-
nate the same parts in the different figures
of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings, a designates a
table top, to the underside of which are piv-
oted adjacent to each extreme end edge
thereof a pair of links ¢, the links of the
respective pairs being connected together by
a cross bar g, whereby, when the table is in
collapsed condition as shown in Fig. 3, the
bars ¢ will be clear of the table top and
form handles or gripping means by which
the table can be conveniently carried. Iach
link ¢ is pivotally connected at its free end
to the upper end of a leg b, as indicated at
m, said legs being connected in pairs by
means of a cross bar 2. Each leg has pivot-
ally connected thereto one end of a bracing
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Iink & the opposite end of which is pivoted
to the underside of the table, the positions
of the connecting points ¢ and f of the brac-
ing links with the legs and table respec-
tively being chosen so as to permit the legs
to be folded flat beneath the table top. In
Figs. 1 and 2 the bracing links at one side
of the table are shown intersecting or cross-
ing each other; that is, one end of each
bracing link is pivoted near one end of the
table top, and the opposite end of the link
is pivoted to the leg disposed beneath the op-
posite end of the table top. In Figs. 4 and
5, the bracing links are shown shorter than
those in Figs. 1 and 2, and each connected
to a leg at the same end of the table top
nearest to the point where the link is pivot-
ed to the top.

The operation of folding and unfolding
the table is very simple. Assuming the
table to be in the open position shown in
Figs. 1 and 4, at which time the links ¢ lie be-
neath the table top in a plane parallel there-
with, all that is necessary is for the opera-
tor to reach under the ends of the table top
and grasp the bar g at each end and move
it through the semicircular course indicated
by the arrow @« shown in Figs. 1 and 4,
which movement will carry the pivot ¢ con-
necting the bracing link with the leg through
the curved path indicated by the arrow v,
thus causing the legs to lie flat against the
underside of the table top, while the links
¢ extend beyond the table top and in approxi-
mately the same horizontal plane, whereby
the bars ¢ are clear of the top and form
convenient handles for permitting the table
to be carried. In order to resist any tend-
ency for the links ¢ to move through an an-
gle greater than 180°, each link 1s formed
with a shoulder 4 which, when the links are
in alinement with the table top, will abut
against the end edges of said top and posi-
tively prevent further movement of the
links, thus avoiding strain on the pivots of
the bracing Iinks ¢ and permitting the legs
to lie flat against the table top. For un-
folding the table, the cross bars are grasped
and moved through the path @ in the reverse
direction.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:

A foldable table, comprising a top, a pair
of links at each end of said top, said links
being pivoted at the underside of the top ad-
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jacent to the extreme ends thereof and
adapted to be swung through an angle of
180° whereby the links may lie in a plane
parallel with the top and below the latter
or in a plane in alinement with said top,
a cross bar connecting the members of each
pair of links and adapted to extend beyond
the top when the links are in alinement with

said top, a leg pivoted to each of the links
and movable therewith, and & Dbracing link
pivoted to each of said legs and to the table
top.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification.

FREDERICEK GEORGE HEARD.




